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Macron vows to have devastated 


Notre Dame rebuilt in five years 





Lara 
Marlowe 


in Paris 


Pledges to support 
the restoration of 
damaged cathedral 
reach €/50 million 


French president Emmanuel 
Macron pledged last night to 
have the fire-ravaged Notre 
Dame cathedral in Paris rebuilt 
within five years. 

In a short televised address, 
Mr Macron praised the 
firefighters who risked their 
lives to save the 850-year-old 
cathedral from complete 
destruction after it became 
engulfed in flames on Monday 
evening. 

The cathedral spire was 
destroyed and its roof gutted, 
but its bell towers were still 
standing and many valuable art 
works were saved after more 
than 400 personnel worked for 
14 hours to contain and 
ultimately extinguish the blaze. 

The entire structure had 
come within 15 minutes to half 
an hour of being lost to the 
blaze, France’s interior minis- 
ter, Laurent Nunez, disclosed. 
He said it was saved by 
firefighters who entered the 
burning building to prevent the 
fire from reaching the towers. 


‘Deeplyreflected’ 

In his address last night, Mr 
Macron said the French people 
would pull together to repair 
their national symbol. 

“We will rebuild Notre Dame 
even more beautifully and I 
want it to be completed in five 
years. We can doit,” he said. 

“Tt is up to us to convert this 
disaster into an opportunity to 
come together, having deeply 
reflected on what we have been 
and what we have to be, and 
become better than we are. 


“It is up to us to find the 
thread of our national project.” 

Even before Mr Macron 
spoke, pledges to support the 
cathedral’s restoration had 
reached more than €750 mil- 
lion, including €500 million 
from the three billionaire 
families who own France’s 
giant luxury goods empires: 
Kering, LVMH and L’Oreal. 

As France came to terms 
with the fire disaster yesterday, 
Paris felt as grey and saddened 
as in the aftermath ofa terrorist 
attack. The fire dominated eve- 
ry conversation. Photographs 
of the cathedral’s 93m-high 
spire collapsing in flames 
appeared on the front page of 
almost every newspaper. 


Grief combined with the 
search for an explanation. The 
Paris tribunal tasked 50 
investigators with finding the 
cause of the fire. 
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Reports and analysis 
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New European identity may 
be found in Notre Dame's 
ashes: Michael O'Loughlin 


Page13 
Editorial comment 


They have already 
questioned about 30 people 
who were erecting scaffolding 
for the renovation of the 
cathedral’s roof and spire. The 
fire started on the scaffolding. 


Exact cause 
Paris prosecutor Rémy Heitz 
said there was nothing to 
indicate criminal intent. Fires 
on construction sites are 
relatively common, often 
because blowtorches heat up 
layers of wood under the metal 
they are welding. Investigators 
may never find the exact cause, 
because the cathedral’s roof 
was destroyed. 

Mr Macron cancelled a 
televised address to the nation 


planned for Monday when the 
fire started. 

It was to have summarised 
conclusions of the “great 
national debate” that the 
president organised in 
response to the gilets jaunes 
protests. 

Mr Macron received calls of 
condolences from the secretary 
general ofthe UN, Pope Francis 
and the leaders of Germany and 
the US. Today’s meeting of his 
cabinet will be entirely devoted 
to Notre Dame. 

The monument is synony- 
mous with French history. It is 
also the cardinal point from 
which all maps measure the dis- 
tance to every French town. - 
Additional reporting: Reuters 


Teen with Down syndrome found alone near motorway 


JACK POWER 


A 19-year-old teenager with 
Down syndrome was found 
unaccompanied on a grass 
verge near the M50 motorway 
after he was left behind 
following a swimming pool trip 
with voluntary organisation 
Stewarts Care. 

An investigation has been 
launched by the organisation, 
which provides services for 


Mist and fog will clear to leave 
adry day with sunny spells. 
Highs of 11-16 degrees. 
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individuals with intellectual 
disabilities, to find out how the 
incident was allowed to occur. 
Staff had taken a group ona 
trip to a swimming pool run by 
the organisation in Palmers- 
town, southwest Dublin. The 
absence of the young man was 
only discovered when the 
group returned to a Stewarts 
day centre after the outing. The 
teenager was later found walk- 
ing along a grass verge on the 


Drugs: The number 

of people seeking 
treatment for cocaine 
addiction is up by more 
than 30 per centina 
year and almost doubled 
since 2011: page 3 


Social media: Facebook 
hasremoved the page 
onits platform for Paddy 
Cosgrave’s Irish Tax 
Agency website: page 7 





N4, close to the M50 motorway. 

In a statement to The Irish 
Times, Stewarts Care said the 
incident was both “distressing 
and unacceptable”. 


Suspended from duty 
Two staff members have been 
suspended from duty pending 
an independent investigation, 
according to sources familiar 
with the matter. 

“Clearly Stewarts on this 





London: Police have 
arrested 209 peoplein 
two days of protests 
after climate change 
activists caused traffic 
chaos inthe UK capital. 





occasion did not meet the 
standards of care that would be 
appropriate in that context and 
that we expect of ourselves,” 
the organisation said. 

The incident occurred in 
early April, and an independent 
inquiry was “initiated immedi- 
ately” when senior manage- 
ment became aware of the 
incident, the organisation said. 

A barrister has been brought 
in to conduct the investigation, 


Business + 
Property 


Employment: Minister 
for Finance Paschal 
Donohoe says he 
expects an additional 
50,000 jobs to be 
created in the Irish 
economy this year 


Technology: Irish data 
analytics company 
Boxever has signeda 
“significant” five year 
contract with Ryanair 





and a report is expected within 
anumber of weeks. 

The mother of the young 
man has made a formal 
complaint, and Stewarts has 
informed both the disability 
services and safeguarding 
office of the Health Service Ex- 
ecutive (HSE) of the incident. 

Stewarts is one of the largest 
voluntary service providers for 
individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. 


Sports 
Wednesday 


Soccer: Ajax followed 
up their dethroning of 
Real Madrid witha 
stunning elimination of 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
Juventus in the Champi- 
ons League last night 


Gaelic games: “Definite- 
lymorescary,” ishow 
Lee Keegan describes 
James Horan since his 
return as Mayo boss 


Euromillions: 1, 8, 15, 44, 49 (2, 11). No jackpot winner. Plus: 8, 22, 27, 47, 48. 








Fallen fire debris rests near 
the high altar inside Notre 
Dame Cathedral yesterday. 
PHOTOGRAPH: BLOOMBERG 
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FAT investigation 
could lead to 
prosecutions 


Criminal sanction possible if investigation 
into claims finds any wrongdoing 


HARRY MCGEE, 
EMMET MALONE and 
JACK HORGAN-JONES 


The Football Association of 
Ireland board could face 
criminal sanction if an 
investigation into claims of 
failure to keep proper records 
finds any wrongdoing. 

FAI auditors Deloitte filed a 
notice to the Companies 
Registration Office on 
Monday over breaches of the 
Companies Acts on the 
grounds that accounts were 
not kept properly. The 
registration office is required 
to forward a copy of this notice 
to the Office of the Director of 
Corporate Enforcement 
(ODCE). 

The filing of the form, 
which is called a H4, is arare 
event and the FAI notice is the 
first entered this year. Only 
four have been filed since the 
beginning of 2018. 

If a failure to keep proper 
accounting records is proven, 
and there are contraventions 
of sections 281 to 285 of the 
Companies Act, then poten- 
tial sanctions are serious. 

A conviction could result in 
individual board members 
facing a fine of up to €50,000 
or imprisonment for up to five 
years. 

As the FAI crisis escalated 
yesterday, details of two inves- 
tigations into governance and 
finances in the football associa- 
tion were disclosed to the Oi- 
reachtas committee on sport. 

The investigations mainly 


revolve around circumstances 
in which a €100,000 loan was 
given by former chief 
executive John Delaney to the 
football association in April 
2017. 

The FAI has confirmed its 
board would resign in July, or 
possibly sooner, in a letter to 
Minister for Sport Shane 
Ross. Mr Ross said he wanted 
it to happen sooner and also 
told the committee “we are 
now to see the beginning of 
the end of the old FAI”. 


‘Gardening leave’ 

The committee was told Mr 
Delaney was still on the 
football association payroll 
but was now on “gardening 
leave” from his new post as 
executive vice-president. 

Fine Gael TD Noel Rock 
highlighted the FAI’s failure 
to address the Sunday Times 
report regarding Mr Dela- 
ney’s expenses. He said it was 
“appropriate and fitting” to 
“enlist the ODCE and the oth- 
er agencies that are showing 
an interest, such as Revenue 
and the Garda fraud squad... 
to get to the bottom of this”. 

In the Dail, Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar said the Govern- 
ment “shares the concern of 
taxpayers, the anger of foot- 
ball fans, and the annoyance 
of the football grassroots with 
the revelations of how the FAI 
has been run in recent years, if 
not for much longer”. 


Miriam Lord: page 5; 


md Opinion: page 12 
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National monument to 
residents of mother an 


Annual day of 
commemoration to 
be held in memory 
of Survivors 


Forum of former 
residents releases 
recommendations 
to support survivors 


JENNIFER BRAY 
Political Reporter 


A national monument to 
honour women and children 
who were resident in 
mother-and-baby institutions 
looks set to be erected in the 
Phoenix Park. 

There are also plans to hold 
an annual day of commemora- 
tion to remember the survivors 
of those institutions. 

A collaborative forum of 
former residents has released a 
series of wide-ranging 
recommendations to provide 
healthcare and other supports 
to survivors. 

The forum’s full report 
cannot yet be published as the 
conclusion of the work of the 
Mother and Baby Homes 
Commission of Investigation 
has been delayed. 

Members of the forum 
expressed frustration yester- 
day that they could not publish 
their report in full. The group 
has recommended access to 
free private health insurance, 
comprehensive private health 
assessments for survivors, and 
access to medical cards as well 
as DNA genetic screening so 
that they can identify their 
medical and family history. 


Lifetime stipend 
They have also recommended 
the introduction of a lifetime 
stipend for survivors living 
outside of Ireland to cover their 
healthcare costs. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence with survivors, Minister 
for Children Katherine Zap- 
pone said a working group will 
report back to Government by 
September with a plan for the 





m Minister for Children 
Katherine Zappone speaks 
with mother and baby home 
survivors Terri Harrison and 
Sydney Herdman at the report 
event in Baggot Street 
yesterday. PHOTOGRAPH: 

TOM HONAN . 


healthcare package, in time for 
Budget 2020. 

“What I would envisage 
myself is that there will be some 
agreement around access to 
[healthcare], whether [it’s] GP 
services, counselling, mental 
health supports, possibly physi- 
otherapy, dental supports.” 

She said the Government 


does not yet know how many 


people will seek access to the 
new supports. 

“We are establishing a 
working group to develop a 
package of health and 


260 foreign security 
allowed carry guns 


CONOR GALLAGHER 
Crime Correspondent 


The Government granted per- 
mission to over 260 foreign se- 
curity personnel to carry guns 
within the State in the last two 
years. 

The issue of foreign securi- 
ty services carrying weapons 
has come under scrutiny lately 
after it emerged armed Police 
Service of Northern Ireland 
(PSNI) personnel had escort- 
ed Garda Commissioner Drew 
Harris south of the Border. 

Last week, the Department 
of Justice confirmed an agree- 
ment with the UK authorities 
has been in place since 2013 
which allows certain PSNI of- 
ficers to carry weapons in the 
Republic and certain gardai 
carry weapons in Northern Ire- 
land. 

In 2018, 134 licences were 
granted by the Department of 
Justice to foreign police offic- 
ers and bodyguards to carry a 
gun. The figure for 2017 was 
131. They were granted licenc- 
es for the purposes of protect- 
ing “certain persons such as 
visiting dignitaries and others, 
when travelling to this State,” 
Minister for Justice Charlie 
Flanagan said. “This is a nor- 


mal and established feature of 
international relations be- 
tween states.” 

Ireland has been visited by a 
succession of European lead- 
ers in the last two years, most- 
ly as part of preparations for 
Brexit. Members of the British 
royal family such as Prince 
Charles and Prince Harry 
have also visited. 

The granting of such licenc- 
es is governed by the Firearms 
(Firearm Certificates For 
Non-Residents) Act, 2000 and 
the Garda is consulted before 
they are granted, Mr Flanagan 
said in response to a parlia- 
mentary question from Sinn 
Féin justice spokesman Donn- 
chadh O Laoghaire. 

However, the Minister de- 
clined to outline the reasons 
permission was granted in spe- 
cific cases, stating “it is 
long-standing practice not to 
comment in detail on matters 
relating to security in such cir- 
cumstances”. 

Questions about the legisla- 
tion governing the 2013 PSNI 
agreement were ruled out of 
order by the Ceann Comhair- 
le’s office which said the ques- 
tions would require the Minis- 
ter to offer a legal interpreta- 
tion on the legislation. 





~ 
“225. 


wellbeing supports including 
access to appropriate health 
and social care services. We will 
also commission research into 
the use of language and 
terminology.” 

On the recommendation for 
free DNA testing, Ms Zappone 
said: “If there is arecommenda- 
tion that we need to do that, 
then we must do that. I think 
that will be made accessible to 
the survivors. That is not part of 
the immediate agreed actions, 
but it will go to the relevant de- 
partment to be considered.” 

Samantha Long, who chairs 
the memorialisation subcom- 
mittee of the forum, said a 
national monument is likely to 
be constructed in the Phoenix 
Park. 

“T’m delighted to say that all 
of our recommendations have 
been accepted by the Minister 
and the Cabinet this morning 





6 Members of 
the forum 
expressed 


frustration and 
disappointment 
yesterday that they 
could not publish 
their report in full. 


and we are really very, very 
pleased about that. I had said to 
the Minister some time ago that 
she could gain early wins on me- 
morialisation and she has 
achieved those wins. We hope 
they will be properly funded.” 

She said the consensus on 
the committee was that the me- 
morial should be in the Phoenix 
Park. 

Other recommendations in- 
clude local monuments, a plan 


to erect memorials at each insti- 
tution as well as an annual com- 
memoration day. There is alsoa 
plan to include a module on the 
national history curriculum for 
primary and secondary schools 
on the institutions. 

The collaborative forum has 
recommended that financial 
and criminal sanctions be taken 
against “any interests” where it 
is found that personal or identi- 
ty records were destroyed. 


Terminology 

They are also seeking to have 
certain terminology used about 
the institutions changed. 

Terri Harrison, who spent 
time in both Bessborough and 
St Patrick’s in Dublin, said us- 
ing the phrase “mother and 
baby home” is “the worst and 
most hurtful thing for us to 
read. There was never a home, 
that infers care. We worked 





12-hour shifts. They are institu- 
tions, every one of them. Never 
ahome.” 

The group hasalso said that a 
national survivor strategy 
should be developed under the 
remit of asingle minister, anda 
new communications strategy 
should be developed to aid the 
Government’s dialogue with 
those former residents. 

A separate report on burial 
arrangements for those who 
lived in the institutions is 
expected to be published today. 
This is the fifth interim report 
of the commission. 

Ms Zappone said it is a 
significant report. 

“Ttis very technical, there isa 
lot of complexity to it, I think it 
is probably the most significant 
interim report in that regard. 

“It will answer some ques- 
tions and leave other questions 
unanswered.” 


Cash machine ripped from wall found 


GERRY MORIARTY 
Northern Editor 


AnATM stolen in Bushmills, Co 
Antrim, early yesterday when it 
was ripped from a shop wall in 
the town has been recovered. 

It is as yet unclear whether 
money was stolen from the 
machine before it was 
recovered. This will not be 
clarified until the cash dispens- 
er is more fully examined. A 
gang used a digger stolen from 
a nearby farm to dislodge the 
ATM, the latest in a string of 
such thefts in Northern Ireland. 

The PSNI is coming under 
increased political, business 
and community pressure to 
crack down on_ gangs 
responsible for the growing 
number of such thefts. 

This is the ninth such rob- 
bery since the start of the year 
in Northern Ireland. Since Janu- 
ary there were ATM thefts in 
Moira, Co Down; Antrim town, 
where two machines were tak- 
en; Omagh and Dungannon in 
Co Tyrone; Newtownabbey in 
Co Antrim; Irvinestown in Co 
Fermanagh; Ahoghill, Co 
Antrim, Dungiven, Co Derry 
and now Bushmills. 

Towns in the South close to 
the Border such as Ballybay, Co 
Monaghan, Kingscourt, Co Ca- 





—. : 





m The scene in Market Square, Bushmills, Co Antrim, after the 


early-morning ATM theft. PHOTOGRAPH: LIAM MCBURNEY/PA 


van and Castleblayney, Co 
Monaghan have also seen ATM 
thefts. 

It is estimated that each rob- 
bery takes just minutes and that 
at least two gangs are involved. 


Devastation 

PSNI Detective Chief Inspector 
Dunny McCubbin said he 
understood the concern about 
the thefts. “These criminals 
have not only caused immedi- 
ate financial harm to the 
business that was targeted, but 
they have caused devastation to 
the local community,” he said. 


“We are doing all we can to 
catch the people responsible 
and stop these attacks,” he add- 
ed. 

“Last month we increased 
the amount of resources dedi- 
cated to tackle this issue and lo- 
cal police patrols are actively pa- 
trolling vulnerable and high 
risk locations. We also continue 
to work with partners in the 
banking and retail sectors re- 
garding crime prevention,” he 
said. 

This latest incident hap- 
pened in the Market Square in 
Bushmills. After the raid the 


digger and a tractor which was 
stolen from a nearby farm were 
set on fire. 

While the PSNI has set up a 
special unit to tackle such 
crime the thefts are continuing. 
DUP North Antrim Assembly 
member Mervyn Storey said 
the while “everyone under- 
stands the difficulties in tack- 
ling this spate of thefts there is 
an urgent need to ensure those 
responsible are brought to jus- 
tice”. 

“The theft of ATM machines 
is not just hitting the heart of 
those communities directly af- 
fected but putting pressure on 
other shop owners who fear 
their premises may be next”. 

North Antrim Sinn Féin 
MLA Philip McGuigan said peo- 
ple were “beginning to ask how 
this gang can carry out these 
robberies unhindered”. 

North Antrim Traditional 
Unionist Voice MLA Jim Allis- 
ter complained that a “paucity 
of policing in North Antrim” 
was “making life easy for the 
criminals”. 

Cyril Quigg, a local man and 
a TUV candidate in next 
month’s local elections, said the 
“derelict police station in our 
Main Street in Bushmills is an 
advert to the criminals of how 
easy crime has become”. 
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Slow switch to 
cheaper drugs 
criticised 


Health service could save €50m by using 
biosimilar medicines, says expert 


PAUL CULLEN 
Health Editor 


Just six patients have been 
moved to a cheaper alterna- 
tive to the State’s most costly 
drug since it became available 
last year, a conference on ac- 
cess to medicines has heard. 

The health system stands to 
makes savings of tens of mil- 
lions of euro by moving pa- 
tients to cheaper off-patent 
drugs known as biosimilars 
but efforts are being ham- 
pered by low rates of switch- 
ing. 

Humira, a rheumatoid ar- 
thritis drug on which the 
Health Service Executive 
(HSE) spent €123 million in 
2016, more than for any other 
medicine, went off-patent last 
October and a biosimilar be- 
came available shortly after. 
According to Prof Michael Bar- 
ry, Clinical director of the Na- 
tional Centre for Pharmaco- 
economics, just six patients 
have been switched to the bio- 
similar since then. 

The health service could 
save up to €50 million by 
switching large-scale to bio- 
similars, he said. This process 
will be accelerated with the 
nomination this week of four 
biosimilar alternatives to Hu- 
mira, which doctors will be en- 
couraged to prescribe for the 
majority of patients. 


‘Exorbitant’ price 

Prof Barry said a “tsunami” of 
expensive new medications 
coming toward the health ser- 
vice was driving “unsustaina- 
ble” increases in costs. 

He praised Britain’s nation- 
al health service for refusing 
to pay an “exorbitant” price 
for its cystic fibrosis drugs, 
while noting Ireland “didn’t 
stand up to Vertex [the 
manufacturer]”. 

Orkambi, the company’s 
main drug, will cost the HSE 
€200 million over five years, 
he said. 

“It doesn’t work for every- 
one but we’re paying for every- 


one [with the disease].” 

Prof Barry said the pricing 
structures of pharmaceutical 
companies were unsustaina- 
ble and “it’s about time some- 
one woke up and smelled the 
coffee”. The industry was 
bringing on increasing num- 
bers of high-cost, high-budget 
impact drugs of questionable 
value and poor value for mon- 


ey. 


Cancer drugs 
Of 21 assessments the NCPE 
did of cancer drugs over a 
two-year period, 20 proved to 
be not cost-effective, he said. 
Yet these drugs would have 
cost the health service €600 
million over a five-year period. 
He described proposals for 
a fast-track approval process 
for orphan drugs, for rare dis- 


€200m 


The cost of cystic fibrosis 
drug Orkambi over five years, 
conference told 


eases, as a “really bad idea” 
that indicated that value for 
money didn’t matter. 

The proposed measure 
would cost €748 million over 
five years. 

Referring to VHI’s decision 
to reimburse some drugs for 
earlier-stage cancer than is al- 
lowed under the public sys- 
tem, he said he hoped the com- 
pany had been careful with its 
figures as the drugs involved 
were expensive. 

Prof Barry also criticised 
the “phenomenal” amounts of 
money paid to clinicians by the 
pharmaceutical industry and 
said he “stopped listening” 
where doctors were conflicted 
by such payments. 

The event was organised by 
Access to Medicines Ireland 
and heard from a range of 
patient advocates and NGOs 
in relation to the issue of 
spiralling drug costs world- 
wide. 


Coveney Says State 
will pay for health 
cover after Brexit 


MARIE O’HALLORAN 


Tanaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Simon 
Coveney has confirmed the 
Government will cover the 
estimated €4 million cost of 
EU health insurance for 
Northern Ireland citizens 
after Brexit, if necessary. 

The European Health Insur- 
ance Card (EHIC) entitles EU 
citizens to state-provided med- 
ical treatment if they are in- 
jured or become ill in another 
member state or Free Trade 
Economic Association coun- 
try (Norway, Iceland, Liech- 
tenstein and Switzerland). 

If the UK leaves the EU 
without a deal, British-issued 
health insurance cards will no 
longer be valid. 

Mr Coveney said it would 
pose challenges to extend the 
cover to people in the North be- 
cause they would no longer be 
resident in the EU and legisla- 
tion would be necessary. 


EU citizenship rights 

The Tanaiste said: “right from 
the outset we have been work- 
ing to ensure that Irish and 
British citizens in Northern 
Ireland would continue to ac- 
cess rights and privileges that 
come with EU citizenship”. 

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar 
had previously said he wanted 
these rights to be retained for 
Northern Ireland citizens af- 
ter Brexit. 

But Mr Coveney’s an- 
nouncement is the first time 
the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs has made a commitment 
to pay for the insurance, 
which it believes will be about 
€4 million a year. 


The Tanaiste told Sinn Féin 
foreign affairs spokesman 
Sean Crowe that the Govern- 
ment wanted to make sure peo- 
ple in the North retain the 
practical benefits of EU citi- 
zenship “and if necessary, we 
will fund that to make sure it’s 
paid for”. 

Mr Crowe expressed con- 
cern that elements of the Bel- 
fast Agreement involving up- 
holding and respecting peo- 
ple’s identity, allegiances and 
rights were being dissipated. 


Uncertainty 

The Tanaiste acknowledged 
that Brexit had caused great 
uncertainty about future ar- 
rangements but he stressed 
that Irish citizens in Northern 
Ireland “continue to be EU citi- 
zens”. 

Anyone born in Northern 
Ireland has the right to identi- 
fy as Irish or British or both, 
thanks to the Belfast Agree- 
ment, a peace deal signed in 
April 1998 by the British and 
Irish governments and 
Northern Ireland’s political 
parties. 

But the Tanaiste told him 
the Government was “fully 
committed to ensuring that 
the vital citizenship and identi- 
ty provisions of the Good Fri- 
day agreement are upheld”. 

Anyone born in the North 
could through the Belfast 
Agreement identify as Irish, 
British or both. 

Mr Coveney also said he 
also wanted to protect the 
rights of Northern Ireland citi- 
zens to participate in Erasmus 
programmes, where students 
spend up to a year studying in 
another EU country. 


I dozed all the way to Connolly 
Station, relishing their sweet 
voices and lack of any rational 
thought. Iam happiest ina 
world of absurdities. My 
anxieties dissolve 
Michael Harding, Life, Page 1 
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Rapid jump 
in numbers 
seeking help 
over cocaine 


Number of addicts looking for treatment 
has almost doubled in last eight years 


Use of drug has grown with economy, 
according to HRB's chief researcher 


KITTY HOLLAND 
Social Affairs Correspondent 


The number of people seeking 
treatment for cocaine 
addiction increased by over 
30 per cent in a year and 
almost doubled since 201], 
figures published today show. 

The data indicates problem 
cocaine use is growing with 
the economy, said Dr Suzi Ly- 
ons, chief researcher with the 
Health Research Board (HRB) 
which is issuing the figures. 

At the same time addiction 
to other drugs, including 
heroin and cannabis, appears 
to be falling. 

A total of 1,500 people 
sought help for cocaine 
addiction in 2017 — an increase 
of 32 per cent from the 1,138 
who sought help the previous 
year. Six years earlier, in 2011, 
the number was 770, some 94 
per cent less. 


Economicrecovery 
Numbers seeking treatment 
for cocaine addiction fell to 
666 in 2012 and increased 
slowly as the economic 
recovery began to 708 in 2013, 
to 853 in 2014 before 
increasing dramatically the 
following years to 1,026 in 
2015 and 1,500 two years ago. 
Cocaine users are more 
likely to be employed than the 
overall drug-using popula- 
tion. Some 33.5 per cent of 
those in treatment were 
employed compared with just 
1] per cent of all drug users. 


And the proportion of 
cocaine users in treatment 
who are employed has steadily 
increased since 2011 when just 
19 per cent of cocaine users in 
treatment were working. 


Treatment 

Cocaine users are also more 
likely to be male (81 per cent) 
than other drug users (72 per 
cent) and less likely to have 
ceased education before they 
were age 16 —- 26 per cent com- 
pared with 35 per cent of all 
drug users in treatment in 
2017. 

Since 2015 numbers seek- 
ing help for any drug addiction 
fell - from 9,892 in 2015 to 
8,922 in 2017. 

Similarly, numbers seeking 
help for heroin and cannabis 
addiction fell over this period, 
by 15 per cent and 21 per cent 
respectively. 

The numbers presenting 
for treatment for the first time 
show similar divergences, go- 
ing down for cannabis and opi- 
ate addiction and up sharply 
for cocaine. 

There has been a fall of 7 
per cent in people presenting 
with problem cannabis use for 
the first time since 2011 - from 
1,369 in 2011 to 1,272 in 2017; 
and a fall of 27 per cent in 
first-time problem opiate use, 
from 1,115 to 809. 

First-time treatment for 
cocaine use grew by 88 per 
cent, from 396 people eight 
years ago to 748 in 2017, the 
HRB figures indicate. 


JACK POWER 


In a house with three 
football-mad older brothers, 
getting a chance to paint or 
colour gives six-year-old Fallon 
Murphy arare quiet moment in 
her Kilgarvan home. 

Fallon is one of more than 
120 prizewinners of this year’s 
Texaco children’s art competi- 
tion, coming second in the 
category for those six years old 
and under. 

“She was always colouring 
but she started art classes in 
September,” her mother Joan- 
na said. “She’s got three older 





brothers big into football, so 
this is a totally new thing for us 
all,” she said. 

The parents got a phone call 
in recent weeks informing 
them Fallon was one of this 
year’s prizewinners. “It was so 
exciting, she was absolutely 
thrilled, she was nearly crying,” 
Joanna said. 


Prizes 
The competition, on the go 
since 1955, received over 
25,000 entries this year from 
young people across the coun- 
try. 

The winners will receive 


Clockwise from top 
Naoise Hennessy (16) a 
student from Craanford, 
near Gorey, has been 
chosen overall winner 
of this year’s 65th 
Texaco Children’s Art 
Competition. Third prize 
in Category G went to 
Ryan King (9), a pupil at 
St Ita’s School, 
Drogheda; Second prize 
In Category F was won 
by Fallon Murphy (6), a 
pupil at Creative Kubs, 
Kenmare. PHOTOGRAPH: 
MAC INNES PHOTOGRAPHY 


their prizes during a ceremony 
at Johnstown Estate Hotel, in 
Enfield, Co Meath next month. 

The overall winner of the 
competition this year was Nao- 
ise Hennessy (16) from Craan- 
ford, Co Wexford. 

Her winning artwork was a 
watercolour pencil portrait of 
an elderly woman, which judg- 
es described as “a finely de- 
tailed study that so perfectly 
captures the features and char- 
acter of the subject.” 

This is the first time Ms Hen- 
nessy has entered the competi- 
tion, and she draws at home 
rather than in an art class. 


Her family found out the 
news she had won about two 
weeks ago, she said.“They 
couldn’t believe it, my mam had 
to sit down, she was shaking she 
was so happy,” she said. 

She spent five days drawing 
the face of the winning portrait. 


Medal winner 
The teenager works on her art 
at the weekends, in between 
playing camogie — as she is also 
an under-16 All Ireland medal 
winner for Wexford. 

As the overall winner, she 
will get a cash prize of €1,500, 
and a trip to Tokyo in August to 





All-Ireland camogie player wins art competition 


see an international art festival 
in Japan’s national arts centre. 

Gary Granville, chairman of 
the judging panel and professor 
emeritus of the National Col- 
lege of Art and Design, de- 
scribed her winning entry, ti- 
tled Lifelines, as a piece “wor- 
thy of a place in any public gal- 
lery.” 

James Twohig, operations di- 
rector of Texaco fuel in Ireland, 
said it was “extremely gratify- 
ing to know that our young peo- 
ple continue to show an endur- 
ing interest in art”, despite the 
numerous other attractions 
available in the modern age. 





Patients to 
continue 

to get food 
high in fat 


PAUL CULLEN 
Health Editor 


Food high in sugar, salt, and 
fat will not be limited for 
most patients under a new 
approach to the provision of 
hospital food across the 
health service to be launched 
today. 

The plan comes out 
against restrictions on junk 
food for most hospital 
patients because their 
appetite may be reduced and 
the priority is to ensure they 
consume enough energy. 

“Foods that are high in fat 
and sugar can provide an 
important source of energy, 
and therefore make a useful 
contribution to ensuring that 
nutritional requirements are 
achieved,” the policy states. 

“The provision of higher 
energy and/or healthier 
choices should be tailored to 
the needs of the patient popu- 
lation, length of stay and de- 
gree of acute illness/injury.” 

The regular diet proposed 
in the policy, to be launched 
by Minister for Health Simon 
Harris, includes three meals 
and two snacks a day. It 
recommends fruit and 
vegetables five times a day 
and meat or fish twice for 
patients without special 
health requirements. 

The HSE Food, Nutrition 
and Hydration Policy for 
Adult Patients in Acute Hos- 
pitals also contains proposals 
to reduce food waste — only 
half of hospital food is eaten 
by the patient, one-quarter is 
left onthe plate and one-quar- 
ter is not served. Average 
hospital food waste amounts 
to 0.73kg per patient a day. 

“Whilst many of the Irish 
population now regularly 
choose to eat a vegetarian 
dish, requests for vegan diets 
in Irish hospitals are still 
relatively low,” the policy 
states. Such diets need to be 


carefully planned. 
Food providers will be 
encouraged to supply 


plant-based protein food 
sources such as pulses and 
lentils “where possible and 
appropriate”. 
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US politicians ‘not taking sides’ 
with Irish in Brexit, says Pelosi 


Democratic leader 
rules out trade deal 
if peace agreement 
is undermined 


US delegation tells 
Varadkar it would 
support E3 visas 
for Irish workers 


SIMON CARSWELL 
Public Affairs Editor 


US politicians are not taking 
sides in protecting the 
Northern Ireland peace 
agreement against Brexit but 
“just holding to our values,” 
said House of Representatives 
speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

The Democratic leader said 
at an event in Dublin that a 
future US-UK trade agreement 
was “just not in the cards” if 
there was any damage from 
Brexit to the 1998 Belfast 
Agreement underpinning the 
peace process. 

Speaking at the first official 
engagement of the visit of a US 
congressional delegation, Ms 
Pelositold Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Simon Coveney and 
other politicians and guests 
gathered at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs that Brexiteers 
should not think of a trade deal 
with the US as “any kind of 
consolation or comfort to 
them”. 

She said the delegation made 
it clear during their meetings 
and conversations with UK 
prime minister Theresa May 
and other Conservative politi- 
cians in London ahead of their 
arrival in Dublin yesterday 
morning that the UK’s depar- 
ture from the EU could not 
come at the expense of the 
21-year-old deal. 

“This isn’t for us an issue or 
an agreement; it is a value,” she 


said of the peace agreement, 
saying that it was “something 
so elevated because of the num- 
ber of hundreds of years of con- 
flict that it resolved.” 


Protected 

Later, at a meeting with Taoise- 
ach Leo Varadkar at Govern- 
ment Buildings, Ms Pelosi was 
said to be “emphatic” in their 
discussions that the Northern 
Irish peace agreement had to 
be protected in all scenarios 
post-Brexit. 

She told him the peace agree- 
ment “goes way beyond the 
question of trade and markets”, 
said a source familiar with the 
discussion between the two. 


Ms Pelosi and the delegation 
also told the Taoiseach they 
would support the proposed E3 
visas for Irish workers if they 
came before the House again 
but warned Mr Varadkar that 
“given the high temperature 
around immigration in the US 
that the US Senate could pre- 
sent challenges” to the visas be- 
ing passed. 

A Bill that would have allocat- 
ed the visas - currently only 
available to Australians — to the 
Irish passed the House last year 
but failed to muster sufficient 
support from the Senate. 

At Mr Coveney’s lunch, Ms 
Pelosi said the delegation had 
warned UK politicians “not to 


think for one minute that 
there’s any comfort for them in 
the fact that if they leave the 
EU, they would quickly have a 
US-UK trade agreement.” 
“That is just not in the cards 
if there is any harm done to the 
Good Friday accords,” said Ms 
Pelosi, who is second in line to 
the US presidency, in a show of 
solidarity with the Govern- 
ment’s position on Brexit. 


Damage 

The Californian congresswom- 
an said it was “hard to get any 
trade agreement” passed in the 
US Congress but a trade 
agreement that does damage to 
the Northern Irish peace 


agreement “just can’t possibly 
happen”. 

“Don’t even think about it,” 
she said, to applause from 
guests at Iveagh House. 

Ms Pelosi, the highest-rank- 
ing elected woman in US poli- 
tics, praised the peace deal asa 
“model for the rest of the 
world” and warned that anoth- 
er agreement could not come 
along at its expense. 

Democratic congressman 
Richard Neal, chairman of the 
powerful US House ways and 
means committee that must 
sign off on any future UK trade 
deal, said the US was “bound by 
our determination to ensure no 
return to any border”. 





House of Representatives 
speaker Nancy Pelosi warned 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar 
yesterday of the ‘high 
temperature’ around visas in 
the US. PHOTOGRAPH: NICK 
BRADSHAW 


Last night Ms Pelosi and the 
congressional delegation at- 
tended a reception at the GPO 
in Dublin hosted by Mr Cov- 
eney. 

The speaker will address the 
Dail today as part of the Dail 
centenary celebrations before 
the delegation travels to Derry 
tomorrow and Belfast on Fri- 
day. 


US delegates and Brexiteers clash on ‘concocted’ Border issue 


SIMON CARSWELL 


The visiting US congressional 
delegation had a forceful and at 
times heated encounter with 
pro-Brexit UK hardliners as the 
US politicians rejected claims 
that the Border was a “concoct- 
ed” issue. 

The delegation, led by the 
speaker of the US House of Rep- 
resentatives Nancy Pelosi, met 
members of the pro-Brexit 
European Research Group 
(ERG), led by Conservative MP 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, on Monday. 

The meeting was part of its 
mission to the UK and Ireland 


this week to stress that there 
was no chance ofa US-UK trade 
deal if Brexit damaged the 
North’s peace process. 

Democratic congressman 
Brendan Boyle, one of the 
members of the delegation, 
said the US politicians had a 
“frank discussion” with the 
ERG that was “a good, sincere, 
honest exchange”. 

The Pennsylvania represent- 
ative said that the delegation’s 
warning about any post-Brexit 
risk to the peace process jeop- 
ardising any future UK-US 
trade deal and the challenge of 
passing any trade deal through 


the US Congress amid the cur- 
rent climate “acted as a reality 
check” on some UK politicians. 

Ms Pelosisaid she and her fel- 
low delegates made it clear in 
all their meetings in London 
that there would be “no chance 
whatsoever” of a US-UK trade 
deal if Brexit weakened the 
1998 Belfast Agreement. 


Constructive role 
“A number of the ERG mem- 
bers were not exactly pleased 
with what they heard from the 
US side,” said Mr Boyle. 

The two-term congressman 
said the overwhelming majori- 


ty of the UK politicians they met 
appreciated the position of the 
US delegation, and “the con- 
structive role that we are play- 
ing”. 

“The one exception clearly 
was the ERG, who never 
explicitly accused us of taking 
sides but, as they expressed it, it 
is clear that their world view is 
that the Border issue is 
‘concocted’, and that it is really 
just being used by remainers in 
London, Brussels, Dublin and 
Washington all in some sort of 
grand conspiracy to force them 
to do something that they don’t 
want to do.” 
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Mr Rees-Mogg told the dele- 
gation the ERG included two 
former Northern secretaries 
Theresa Villiers and Owen Pat- 
erson. 


USrole 
Mr Boyle said the delegation at- 
tempted to argue against the 
ERGQ’s characterisation of the 
US role. 

“We very much attempted to 
disabuse them of that sort of 
conspiracy-type thinking,” he 
said. 

He noted the positive role 
played by the US in the peace 
process, and how this was ulti- 


mately applauded by the UK. 

“The idea that some folks in 
London, Dublin, Brussels and 
Washington DC are all acting to- 
gether as part of some grand 
conspiracy in making up our 
concerns for a re-establish- 
ment ofa hard border is a world 
view that is extremely difficult 
for me to understand.” 

The Democrat said the 
appointment of a US special 
envoy by the Trump administra- 
tion could prove “constructive 
and helpful” in the Brexit 
process, particularly in the 
absence of a Northern Ireland 
Assembly. 


Tight tussle likely in 
North’s European 
Parliament election 


GERRY MORIARTY 
Northern Editor 


The outgoing DUP MEP Diane 
Dodds was formally nominated 
yesterday to contest next 
month’s European Parliament 
elections, making her and Sinn 
Féin’s outgoing MEP Martina 
Anderson overwhelming fa- 
vourites to take two of the 
North’s three seats. 

The decision, however by UI- 
ster Unionist Party (UUP) out- 
going MEP Jim Nicholson not 
to seek re-election, together 
with the difficulty of predicting 
how the remain-leave Brexit 
breakdown in Northern Ireland 
will affect voting, has raised the 
possibility of a tight three- or 
four-way tussle for the final 
seat. 

The SDLP and Alliance are 
seriously considering running 
their respective leaders Colum 
Eastwood and Naomi Long in 
the election, while former UUP 
minister and Assembly mem- 
ber Danny Kennedy has 
emerged as the front runner to 
replace Mr Nicholson. 

The Traditional Unionist 
Voice leader Jim Allister, if he 
decides to run, also could havea 
chance of sneaking the third 
seat. 


Running for Europe 

SDLP and Alliance sources said 
that both Mr Eastwood and Ms 
Long were contemplating run- 
ning for Europe. The UUP is 
scheduled to meet on Saturday 
to select the party’s candidate 
in advance of the May 23rd Eu- 
ropean Parliament election. Af- 
ter 74-year-old Mr Nicholson 
said he would not be recontest- 
ing the seat he has held for al- 
most 30 years, Mr Kennedy, 
who lost his Assembly seat in 


Newry and Armagh two years 
ago, said he would be seeking 
the nomination. 

A Traditional Unionist Voice 
source said the party was “teas- 
ing out” the pros and cons of 
whether its leader and North 
Antrim MLA Mr Allister should 
stand again. 

In 2014 Ms Anderson won 
159,813 first preference votes, 
while Ms Dodds won 131,163. 
Mr Nicholson won 83,438 
votes, while former West Bel- 
fast MLA Alex Attwood, now re- 
tired from politics, was close be- 
hind on 81,594 votes. Mr Allis- 
ter won 75,806, and the former 
Alliance South Belfast MLA 
Anna Lo won 44,432 votes. 


Final count 

Mr Attwood only lost out on the 
eighth and final count in 2014, 
when Mr Allister’s transfers got 
Mr Nicholson over the line. 

This would indicate that 
were Mr Eastwood to run he 
would have a _ reasonable 
chance of taking the third seat 
from the UUP, particularly 
should the remain vote rally to 
his cause. 

Based on the figures he 
would appear to have the advan- 
tage over whoever Alliance 
chooses as its candidate as the 
SDLP was more than 37,000 
votes ahead of Alliance in 2014. 

Currently Alliance is decid- 
ing whether to field Ms Long or 
its Brexit spokesman Stephen 
Farry. There would be arisk for 
Mr Eastwood should Ms Long 
be selected based on her cen- 
tre-ground popularity. 

Mr Kennedy is viewed as a 
moderate and popular unionist 
and would be in a good position 
to hold on to Mr Nicholson’s 
vote. Mr Allister would also be 
likely to poll well. 





Broadband cost 
could reach 
€3bn, Dail told 


Homes and businesses without broadband 
‘real casualties’ of ‘debacle’, says McDonald 


MARIE O’HALLORAN 


Taoiseach Leo Varadkar has 
confirmed that the cost of the 
National Broadband Plan 
could be in the region of €3 
billion. 

The original plan was 
expected to be €500 million 
but Mr Varadkar insisted that 
the first plan was to connect 
11,000 towns and villages 
while the current plan aimed 
to provide high speed cover- 
age to 540,000 homes and 
businesses in more rural and 
remote areas. 

Mr Varadkar was speaking 
in the Dail as he defended the 
delay in the announcement of 
a decision on the plan which 
had been expected by Easter 
but is now delayed until after 
the recess. 

“The cost including VAT 
contingencies and so on could 
be in the region of €3 billion al- 
beit spread over 25 years,” he 
said, adding: “Bear in mind 
the benefits— 540,000 homes, 
farms and businesses, over a 
million people. A huge pro- 
ject, ahuge scale.” 


Broken 
Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou Mc- 
Donald said those half a mil- 
lion homes and businesses still 
without access to high-speed 
broadband were the “real casu- 
alties of this entire debacle”. 
She said the promise to de- 


liver broadband to every 
home and business by 2020 
“is going to be broken spectac- 
ularly”. 

Seven years after the plan 
was originally announced “we 
still do not have a date for com- 
mencement” and she asked 
what was Plan B if the tender- 
ing process failed. 


Excruciating detail 

The Government is looking at 
“Plan B, Plan C, Plan D”, Mr 
Varadkar said. “We are going 
into this one in excruciating 
detail,” he told the Dail in 
defence of the delay. 

Insisting that the current 
project is “a very different” 
plan, Mr Varadkar said the 
original €500 million esti- 
mate was designed to bring fi- 
bre to 11,000 towns and villag- 
es but not torural areas. 

“Whenever people speak of 
the cost being multiples of 
that original estimate, it is im- 
portant always to point out 
that it is a different project. 
Bringing fibre to the villages 
of Ireland is not the same as 
bringing it to 540,000 homes, 
farms and businesses in rural 
Ireland. It is quite a different 
project.” 

Government sources said 
Mr Varadkar was preparing 
the ground for the full an- 
nouncement on the National 
Broadband Plan, which is ex- 
pected in the coming weeks. 


Process to select new 
District and Circuit 
Court presidents begins 


FIACH KELLY 
Deputy Political Editor 


The process to appoint new 
presidents of the Circuit and 
District Courts has been 
initiated by the Government. 

It will be modelled on 
proposed reforms concerning 
how judges are appointed as 
outlined in the Judicial 
Appointments Commission 
Bill, which has passed the Dail 
but is stalled in the Seanad. 

The Bill, championed by 
Minister for Transport Shane 
Ross, has attracted controver- 
sy amid claims it has been the 
subject of filibustering in the 
Seanad. 

Mr Justice Raymond 
Groarke and Judge Rosemary 
Horgan will step down as 
presidents of the Circuit and 
District Courts respectively 
on July 12th. 

Both will continue to serve 
as judges following the 
conclusion of their non-renew- 
able seven-year terms as 
presidents. 

The appointments of their 
successors will closely follow 
the process used to appoint 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court Mr Justice Frank 
Clarke in 2017 and Mr Justice 
George Birmingham as the 
president of the Court of 
Appeal in April 2018. 

Minster for Justice Charlie 
Flanagan “secured... agree- 
ment to note the nomination 


process to be putin place”, the 
Government said. 

“Notwithstanding the pro- 
gression of legislation to 
establish a new Judicial 
Appointments Commission, it 
will still be necessary to put in 
place a process to recommend 
to Government a successor to 
the president of the Circuit 
Court and the president of the 
District Court.” 

Mr Flanagan proposed to 
the Cabinet that one or two 
non-statutory advisory 
committees be set up to 
identify “eligible and qualified 
persons, including from 
among serving judges, 
considering their suitability, 
and making recommenda- 
tions to the Minister for Jus- 
tice and Equality on preferred 
candidates”. 

The committee, or commit- 
tees, will comprised a senior 
judge, Attorney General 
Séamus Woulfe and a lay 
member. 

Under the Constitution, it is 
the Government that nomi- 


nates any judge for 
appointment by President 
Michael D Higgins. 


But there is no legal bar to 
the Government taking advice 
from any outside body on the 
nomination. 

It is understood the 
committee will recommend 
several candidates and will 
also be able to approach 
people to ask them to apply. 


‘Fair Deal fund has 
not run out of money 


MARIE O’HALLORAN 
and MARK HILLIARD 


Taoiseach Leo Varadkar has 
insisted that the funding for 
the nursing home Fair Deal 
scheme has not run out. 

“T can assure you it has not 
all been used up,” Mr Varad- 
kar told Fianna Fail leader 
Micheal Martin in the Dail af- 
ter the Irish Farmers’ Associa- 
tion (IFA) demonstrated out- 
side the Department of Health 
in Dublin over what they see as 
“unfairness” in the scheme, 
which they said was costing 
them €40,000 a year in fees. 

Mr Martin highlighted a 


case where funding was ap- 
proved for an elderly person 
but the money had still not 
been provided, six weeks lat- 
er. He told Mr Varadkar: “It 
suggests, Taoiseach, that the 
allocation has already been 
used up.” 


Increased demand 

The HSE has acknowledged it 
is monitoring the scheme ona 
“week-by-week” basis, after 
demand increased significant- 
ly this year, at a higher than ex- 
pected level. Mr Varadkar said 
almost €1 billion had been allo- 
cated to the scheme for 2019 
and it had not all been spent. 











THE IRISH TIMES supports the work of 
the Press Council of Ireland and the Office of the Press 


. Ombudsman, and our staff operate within the Code of 
—_ Practice of journalists in Ireland. You can obtain a copy of 


the Code, or contact the Council, at www. presscounciL.ie. 
Lo-call 1890 208 080, or email: info@presscouncil.ie 








lIreland’s rate of newsprint recycling is now up to 80%. 


Keep reading, keep recycling - thank you. 





THE IRISH TIMES 
Wednesday, April 17 , 2019 


R2 


‘News 





FAI / Oireachtas committee 


FAI board to step down as investigations begin 


Deloitte files notice over alleged 
breaches of Companies Acts 


Restructuring plan will be brought 
to annual meeting in July, or earlier 


HARRY McGEE 
Political Correspondent 


The board of the Football Asso- 
ciation of Ireland will resign 
within the next two months, 
and certainly no later than its 
annual general meeting in July. 

As the FAI confirmed yester- 
day all board members will step 
down by the summer, two ma- 
jor investigations were under 
way into governance and financ- 
es in the FAI. 

In addition, auditors Deloitte 
disclosed it had filed a notice 
with the Companies Registra- 
tion Office over the FAI’s ac- 
counts not having been kept 
properly and alleged breaches 


of the Companies Acts. There 
are possible imprisonment and 
fine sanctions for some of the al- 
leged breaches. 

The board confirmed a re- 
structuring plan would be 
brought to the FAI annual meet- 
ing in July, or to an earlier meet- 
ing, if necessary. 

“At that point, when new 
structure has been putin place, 
the existing board will step 
down in the best interests of 
football,” said its president 
Donal Conway in the letter to 
Minister for Transport, Tour- 
ism and Sport Shane Ross. 

Mr Ross told the Oireachtas 
Committee on Transport, Tour- 
ism and Sport he wanted the 


FAI board to stand down 
sooner. 

“The board is part of the 
problem, absolutely yes. It is im- 
perative that they step 
down... I would like for them 
to step down [before the agm]. 
That is my desire.” 


Capital funding 

He said there would be no re- 
lease of capital funding for FAI 
projects until he was satisfied 
its governance was in good 
standing. 

The dramatic development 
came as two major investiga- 
tions into finances and govern- 
ance in the FAI - one by Mazars, 
the other by the Office of the Di- 
rector of Corporate Enforce- 
ment (ODCE)- got under way. 

The chairman of Sport Ire- 
land, Kieran Mulvey, and its 
chief executive, John Treacy, 
told the committee the Mazars 
investigation commissioned by 
the FAI was being extended dra- 
matically. Mr Mulvey said he 
had seen the terms included an 
examination of expenses 


claims and third-party transac- 
tions relating to board mem- 
bers and employees, including 
credit card usage. 

Mr Treacy said the Mazars 
terms of reference were very ex- 
tensive. He said an interim re- 
port was expected within eight 
weeks but that it would be 
“quite a while” before the final 
report was completed. 


6 It is 


imperative 
that they step down 


Referring to the separate 
ODCE investigation that 
launched , Mr Treacy said it 
would be “as extensive as it 
needs to be”. He also said its 
own financial audit would be fo- 
rensic as it needed to be. 

He did not disagree with Fine 
Gael Senator John O’Mahony it 
would take a year before funds 
were restored to the FAI, as hap- 
pened with the Olympic Coun- 
cil of Ireland (OCI) after it be- 


came embroiled in a scandal 
over the resale of Olympics tick- 
ets. 


‘Gardening leave’ 

Former FAI chief executive 
John Delaney remains on the 
payroll of the FAI, and was on 


“gardening leave” having 
stepped aside temporarily, said 
Mr Mulvey. 


The auditors of the FAI, 
Deloitte, has filed a notice with 
the CRO stating accounting 
records have not been properly 
kept by the association. 

The regulatory filing must be 
submitted if auditors form the 
opinion that the company is con- 
travening, or has contravened, 
sections 281 to 285 of the Com- 
panies Act 2014. These provi- 
sions relate to rules around ac- 
counting records. Such offenc- 
es, on conviction, can lead to 
fines or terms of imprisonment. 

Earlier, Mr Treacy agreed 
with Social Democrats TD Cath- 
erine Murphy that Mr Dela- 
ney’s leadership style could be 
compared to that of Pat Hickey, 


former head of the Olympic 
Council of Ireland, who re- 
signed after a controversy over 
ticket reselling at the Rio Olym- 
pics in 2016. 

Ms Murphy referred to an 
autocratic style of leadership in 
the OCI with an over-depend- 
ence on the power of one indi- 
vidual. She asked could he be 
compared to Mr Delaney. 

Mr Treacy replied: “They are 
very similar, they are very 
similar, [WITH Alstrong 
personality leading the organi- 
sation.” He said the balance 
was wrong in the OCI and was 
also wrong in the FAI. 


‘Nomore surprises’ 

Mr Mulvey and Mr Treacy said 
the FAI had given no indication 
the entire board intended to 
stand down when they had a 
meeting on Monday night. 

Mr Treacy said it was “really 
disappointing” not to be told. 
Mr Mulvey later said: “I want no 
more surprises and I want no 
more drip-feed. No more 
relying on _ third-party 


information.” 

In response to Ruth Cop- 
pinger of Solidarity, Mr Ross 
said he would like the board to 
step down quickly, but echoed 
Mr Treacy’s comments that it 
might leave avacuum. 

Robert Troy of Fianna Fail 
challenged Sport Ireland on its 
own oversight of the FAI over 
the past number of years. He 
also expressed surprise that it 
had yet to launch a full audit 
into the association. 

Several members of the com- 
mittee, including chair Fergus 
O’Dowd, Ms Murpy and Imelda 
Munster of Sinn Féin, raised 
concerns that the Mazars inves- 
tigation had been commis- 
sioned by the FAI and would 
not be seen as truly independ- 
ent. Mr Mulvey replied that the 
ODCE and Sport Ireland would 
be giving their views on the ex- 
tensive terms of reference. He 
also said there was no point in 
Sport Ireland commissioning a 
report in its own right that 
would duplicate the findings of 
the Mazars report. 





Mulvey limbers up for some tough tackling 





Sport Ireland 
chairman in no 
mood for any 
more surprises 


People used to think that FAI 
stands for the Football Associa- 
tion of Ireland, but thanks toa 
newspaper story and a particu- 
larly shocking performance by 
its representatives at an 
Oireachtas committee, we now 
knowit stands for Feck All 
Information. 

The latest hearing of the 
sports committee heard that 
the organisation is determined 
to change this. 

But right from the very 
beginning yesterday, when it 
was the turn of Sport Ireland to 
appear before the politicians, it 
became clear that the FAT is 
still having trouble in the 
transparency area. For the 
second week in arow, the 
committee, along with Sport 
Ireland, was hit with last-min- 
ute information. 

On this occasion, it con- 
cerned another major develop- 
ment on the accountancy front. 

Rotten timing, as it turned 
out, for the professional service 
providers who had been 
auditing the FAI’s books. Just 
when they might have been 
ready to blow the whistle on its 
dodgy practices a journalist 
nipped in and pipped them at 
the post. 

Awful bad luck for the bean 
counters preparing to detonate 
the H4 bomb, which is a piece 
of accounting ordnance so 
powerful it is rarely deployed in 
the Irish corporate world. The 
H4 is a weapon of last resort, an 
explosive formal notification to 
the Companies Registration 
Office that a firm is not keeping 
a proper set of books. 

Accountancy firm Deloitte 
dropped a H4 bomb directly on 
the FAI at the end of last week. 
But Sunday Times reporter 
Mark Tighe had already 
broken damning detail a few 
weeks earlier, which was a 
most unfortunate coincidence. 

Then again, people who 
audit books for a living can only 
cast the rule over accounts they 
can see. And, in the case of the 
FAI, what their auditors saw 
remains to be seen. 

Never mind. Thankfully, the 
big management services 
companies are crawling all 
over the FAI now. Independ- 
ent, intensive, forensic— you 
name it, they’re doing it. At 
least two of these investiga- 
tions, Sport Ireland chairman 





Kieran Mulvey told the commit- 
tee, come “with senior counsel 
attached”. 

So many bodies scrambling 
to provide oversight on the 
shenanigans in Abbotstown 
that Fianna Fail’s Robert Troy 
found himself talking about the 
FAI “being oversawn”. 

With any luck. 

Sport Ireland provides 
important funding to the FAI 
for grassroots activities. In the 
light of astonishing revelations 
about former CEO John 
Delaney’s financial dealings 
with the association, the body 
withdrew that financial sup- 
port. It won’t be restored until 
the FAI gets its house in order. 

But high-level discussions 
have been taking place to try 
get things back onan even keel. 
Many football clubs around the 
country depend on this money. 

Sport Ireland met the FAI on 
the night before the committee 
meeting. Nothing was said by 
the FAI about Deloitte’s H4 
notification the previous 
Friday. Meanwhile, the 
Minster for Sport “was 
pleased” to announce to the 
committee that the entire 
board of the FAI intends to 
resign at its annual meeting in 
July, or possibly at an emergen- 
cy meeting if one is called. 

The FAI wrote him a letter 
yesterday morning. 

Shane Ross couldn’t say 
much more than that. 

“Tonly got this letter this 
morning. It came asa surprise 
to me,” he told the committee, 
holding up the FAI statement. 

But Ross thinks it augurs 
well for a clean-out at the top of 
football’s governing body here. 

“We are now beginning to 
see the beginning of the end of 
the old FAI,” he declared. 


Less confident 
The committee members, less 
confident of real change given 
the performance to date, 
weren’t expecting the FAI to 
Begin the Beguine anytime 
soon. “A commitment from the 
FAI doesn’t mean an awful lot,” 
remarked Deputy Ruth 
Coppinger. 

“Extremely disappoint- 
ing ... fell far short of expecta- 
tions... disgrace .. .absolute- 
ly contemptible” were just 
some of the ways TDs de- 
scribed the association’s 
attitude thus far to its corpo- 
rate governance issues. 

Looking on the bright side, 
John Treacy of Sport Ireland 
said it was clear that “some of 
members of the FAI are trying 
to do the right thing”. 

Meanwhile, there seemed a 
concerted effort not to mention 
the name of John Delaney - 
former CEO of the FAI, who is 
front and centre in this sorry 
affair. Mulvey, industrial 
relations troubleshooter of 
many years’ experience, noted 
that Delaney, in stepping aside 
from his current role as 
executive vice-president, is—in 
industrial relations parlance - 
“on gardening leave”. 

It’s all very fine for members 








My concern at the 
moment is who is 
auditing the 
auditors 


of an Oireachtas committee to 
call for jobs to be abolished or 
people to resign, but there are 
procedures which, rightly, 
must be followed. 

If John Delaney is nota 
member of the board, will he be 
resigning too? That was a 
question Sinn Féin’s Imelda 
Munster wanted answered. 
Kieran Mulvey, former head of 
the Labour Relations Commis- 
sion, threw his hands up. 

“We are involving ourselves 
in commenting here on 
something which could end up 
in acourt of law,” said Mulvey, 
who knows his way around 
employment law. 

When asked if Sport Ireland 
would request the FAI to 
abolish Delaney’s newly 
created role of executive 
vice-president, Treacy replied: 
“T think if we did that we’d end 
up in the High Court.” 

What the politicians wanted, 





the witnesses from Sport 
Ireland could not deliver. 

“T’ve been in the business of 
industrial relations for a very 
longtime .. .I don’tthinkI 
have ‘stupid’ written on my 
forehead,” said Mulvey, later 
revealing that he has just 
collected his bus pass having 
turned 67. If it turned out he 
was “getting a bum steer” from 
the FAI and its intensive 
internal investigation, he 
would let the committee and 
the Minister know about it. 

“My concern at the moment 
is who is auditing the auditors,” 
he said at one point, demon- 
strating a finer grasp of the 
soundbite than most of the 
committee members. 


Newspaper reports 
When one TD mentioned 
newspaper reports a number of 
years ago of High Court 
proceedings involving a major 
sporting body, Mulvey asked, 
“Chairman, do Ihave absolute 
privilege here?” 

You could have heard a pin 
drop in Committee Room 4. 

The Sports Council chairman 
explained this wasn’t about the 
FAI but about “people meeting 
outside the board of the Sports 
Council deciding who should 
get grants and how much they 
were going to get”. 

Ruth Coppinger piped up: 
“Did it involve Kerry?” 





Sport Ireland chairman 
Kieran Mulvey and chief 
executive John Treacy arrive 
for a Joint Committee on 
Transport, Tourism and Sport 
meeting. PHOTOGRAPH: COLLINS 


Speaking of the Kingdom, 
there was no sign ofa 
Healy-Rae in the room all day. 
This was in contrast to the 
previous week’s meeting, when 
Michael Healy-Rae waited for 
hours to make a contribution, 
watched by brother Danny, 
where he praised Delaney to 
the hilt and asked no questions. 

Perhaps the Healy-Raes 
were in the Dail complaining 
that nobody told them about 
these “Grant Thorntons” and 
howit was an almighty dis- 
grace that not one of them 
went to Kerry. 

Back in the committee, John 
Treacy was explaining that 
perhaps the politicians are 
overestimating the powers of 
Sport Ireland. 

Nonetheless, Kieran Mulvey 
promised the gloves are off. “I 
want no more surprises. I want 
no more drip-feeds.” He wants 
the FAI to come clean, no 
matter how much money Sport 
Ireland gives them. 

“Even if itis only 5 per cent.” 

And depending on what the 
attached senior counsels have 
to say. 





ODCE urged to find out if company law breached 


JACK HORGAN-JONES 


The Office of the Director of 
Corporate Enforcement 
(ODCE) should investigate 
whether members of the FAI 
board were required to tell 
auditors about John Delaney’s 
€100,000 loan, a leading 
expert in corporate governance 
has said. 

Prof Niamh Brennan of 
UCD’s College of Business said 
under company law, corporate 


financial statements must con- 
tain a declaration that directors 
are not aware of anyrelevant au- 
dit information which has not 
been provided to auditors. 

The FAI’s statements for 
2017 contain such a declara- 
tion, but there is no indication 
auditors Deloitte were made 
aware of the loan at the time. 
Three members of the board 
were aware of the loan at the 
time the financial statements 
were signed off. 


“One would expect the 
ODCE to investigate this as well 
as all the other matters,” Prof 
Brennan told The Irish Times. 

All relevant audit informa- 
tion is defined as information 
needed by the company’s 
auditors in connection with 
preparing their report. 

Penalties for directors who 
are found to have knowingly 
included a false statement can 
be serious. Under the Compa- 
nies Act, if the statement is 


false, directors who knew it was 
false or failed to take reasona- 
ble steps to prevent the report 
being approved can be fined up 
to €50,000 or imprisoned for a 
term ofup to five years. 

Prof Brennan further point- 
ed out that the language in the 
Act and the FAI accounts make 
it clear each director has an indi- 
vidual responsibility to ensure 
they are compliant with the 
statement on relevant audit in- 
formation, as opposed to a col- 


lective responsibility. 

Earlier this week, Deloitte 
filed a notice with the Compa- 
nies Registration Office stating 
proper accounting records 
have not been kept by the FAI. 

According to the form, 
Deloitte believes the FAI is 
contravening section 281 and 
section 282 of the Companies 
Act, related to the obligations 
and requirements to keep ade- 
quate accounting records. The 
FAI did not respond to queries. 
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Who’s who 


JIMMcCONNELL (74) 
Position: Chairman domestic 
committee. 

Joined board in 2004. Ex-soft 
drinks executive, McConnellis 
the longest serving member. 
Represented Ulster FA. Served 
onthe Genesis report steering 
committee. 


PARAIC TREANOR (67) 
Position: Chairman of legal and 
corporate affairs committee. 
Joined in 2004. A Kildare 
building society manager. From 
Lucan, having serving with the 
Leinster Football Association. 


DONAL CONWAY (64) 
Position: President 

Joined in 2005. An ex-school 
principal. A background in 
schools and colleges football. 
Lives in Swords. Seenas inde- 
pendent- minded. 


EAMON NAUGHTON (55) 
Position: Chairman of National 
League executive. 

Joined in 2007. Represented 
Galway United. League of Ireland 
clubs wanted him to be more 
vocalinthe League's interest. 


JOHN EARLEY (63) 

Position: Chairman of underage 
committee. 

Joined in 2015.Came fromthe 
SFAI (schoolboys). From 
Clonmel. Was a founder of 
Clerihan FC in 2001, aclubwith 
stronglinks to John Delaney. 


MICHAEL HANLEY (76) 
Position: Chairman of interna- 
tional committee. 

Joined in 2017. Chaired the 
Desmond League in Limerick for 
37 years. Nowits vice-chair. 
Worked at Foynes Port. 


NIAMH O’DONOGHUE (57) 
Position: Chairwoman of 
women's football committee. 
Joinedin 2017. A former 
secretary general of the Depart- 
mentof Social Protection. 
Heavily involved in women’s 
football in Dublin, she joined the 
board after the merger between 
FAland WFAIlin 2017. 


NOEL FITZROY (67) 

Position: 
Vice-president/chairman of 
development committee. 
Joined board in 2018. Ex- FAI 
junior council chairman, he lives 
inGoatstown, Dublin. 


Resigned on Monday: 


EDDIE MURRAY (79) 

Position: Treasurer/chairman of 
finance committee. 

Joined in 2004. Retired Garda 
superintendent. He represented 
Monaghan United when it was in 
the League of Ireland. 


MICHAEL CODY (79) 

Position: Secretary 

Joined 2004. Retired FDB 
Insurance executive. Originally 
from Cork, he represented Cobh 
Ramblers.A key Delaney 
supporter. 


JOHN DELANEY resigned asa 
board member in March 
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AGSIT angry 
at stalled 
promotion 
of gardai 


CONORLALLY 
in Cavan 


Garda sergeants and inspec- 
tors have complained that 
some members of the force 
were losing out on 
promotion because vexa- 
tious or frivolous complaints 
had been made about them. 

However, Garda Commis- 
sioner Drew Harris has 
insisted each promotion 
would be examined on merit 
and delayed if more informa- 
tion was required to confirm 
the suitability of the candi- 
date and their promotion. 

The Association of Garda 
Sergeants and Inspectors 
(AGSI) has expressed “un- 
ease” at the development, 
saying that for some Garda 
members who should be 
proud to secure promotion, 
their joy had turned to 
embarrassment as_ their 
move up the ranks had been 
put on hold. 

The controversy first 
emerged last week when The 
Irish Times reported that six 
promotions had been stalled 
by Mr Harris. The members 
in question were 
rank-and-file gardai being 
promoted to sergeant and at 
least one sergeant being 
promoted to inspector. 

The six candidates had 
secured promotion under a 
recruitment competition run 
within the Garda last year. 
However, when their turn to 
be promoted came around 
the promotions stalled as Mr 
Harris did not sign off on 
them. 


‘Anembarrassing saga’ 
Insome cases there were out- 
standing investigations into 
police work that involved 
some of the candidates and 
the commissioner wanted 
those inquiries completed, or 
was seeking more informa- 
tion about them, before the 
promotions could go ahead. 

AGSI president Cormac 
Moylan said candidates were 
being subjected to “an 
embarrassing saga”. 

“In most cases, when the 
analysis of the complaint is 
reviewed it shows that either 
the complaint was clearly 
frivolous or vexatious and 
the member is cleared but 
the process of closing the 
investigation is tardy to say 
the least,” he said. 

Mr Moylan was speaking 
yesterday on the second day 
of AGSI’s three-day delegate 
conference in Ballyconnell, 
Co Cavan. 

He called on the commis- 
sioner to quickly complete 
any inquiries being made 
into “promotion-ready” 
Garda members whose pro- 
motions had been delayed. 
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m John Casey snr and his son John Casey jnr leaving Killarney 
District Court yesterday. And (right) Department of Agriculture 
vet Louis Rearden. PHOTOGRAPHS: MICHELLE COOPER-GALVIN 


Farmer and son warned ‘cowboy 
behaviour’ threatens beef industry 


Judge threatens to Jail men for 
not co-operating with department 


‘Old style farmers for whom officialdom 
was like the proverbial red rag to a bull’ 


BARRY ROCHE 
Southern Correspondent 
in Killarney 


A farmer and his son have been 
warned by a judge that they 
may face time in jail after they 
engaged in a _ consistent 
campaign of non-co-operation 
with the Department of 
Agriculture over their animals. 

Killarney District Court 
heard the farmers had frustrat- 
ed and obstructed Department 
of Agriculture officials over 
several months as the officials 
tried to get details about their 
cattle at various farms in Cork 
and Kerry, said Judge David 
Waters. 

When the farmer’s son was 
asked on one occasion by a de- 
partment vet to tell him where 
some cattle were, the defend- 
ant replied: “Go find them.” 

Judge Waters rejected a plea 
that John C Casey, known as 
Christy Casey (60), and his son, 


John jnr (37) were “old style 
farmers” as he said “old style 
farmers” were fully aware of 
the implications such behav- 
iour would have for the reputa- 
tion of the Irish beef industry 
whereas the Caseys persisted 
with “a concerted campaign of 
non-co-operation”. 

“This was a co-ordinated con- 
sistent campaign of non-co-op- 
eration that appears to merit a 
custodial sentence — time after 
time after time, they refused to 
co-operate with the depart- 
ment officials — this sort of cow- 
boy behaviour puts the entire 
Irish beef industry at risk ,” the 
judge said. 

Casey snr of Crosstown, Kil- 
larney, Co Kerry, pleaded guilty 
to a total of 14 offences includ- 
ing a number of breaches of EU 
bovine regulations and a num- 
ber of breaches of the Animal 
Heath and Welfare Act 2013. 

These included several 
counts of failing to keep a herd 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY LOCAL AUTHORITY 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000 (AS AMENDED) 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 


(AS AMENDED) 


PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A RUNNING TRACK & ASSOCIATED 
FACILITIES AT ST. THOMAS ESTATE 


PC/PKS/01/19 


In accordance with Part 8, Article 81 of the 2001-2017 Planning and Development 
Regulations, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council hereby gives notice of proposals 
pertaining to development as follows: 


Proposed Development of a regional multi-use sports facility to include new pedestrian 
entrances, a vehicular entrance with adequate sightlines, car parking, 8 lane synthetic 
running track including field events with floodlights, a multi-sport building including 
an indoor hall, jogging and walking routes, natural mounding and tree planting with all 
ancillary works in proximity to a Protected Structure (St. Thomas House). 


In accordance with S.I. 476, 2011, Section 250, Planning and Development (Amendment) 
(No. 3) Regulations, 2011 Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council has determined that an 
Appropriate Assessment is not required. 


Plans and particulars of the proposals are available for inspection from Wednesday 17th 


April 2019 up to and including Friday 31st May 2019 as follows: 


¢ The Council Offices, Planning Department, County Hall, Marine Road, Dun Laoghaire, 
County Dublin, between the hours of 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Monday to Friday, 


excluding Bank Holidays. 


The Council Offices, Dundrum Office Park, Dundrum, Dublin 14, between the hours 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday, excluding Bank 


Holidays. 


Under dlr consultations on the Council’s website homepage 


https://dlrcoco.citizenspace.com/ 





Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, and dealing with 
the proper planning and development of the area, may be made in writing on or before 


31st May 2019 as follows: 


(a) Online on the Councils website at https://dlrcoco.citizenspace.com/ or 





(b) in writing and clearly marked ‘Part 8 - Proposed Development of a Running Track 
& Associated Facilities at St. Thomas Estate’ to; Eoin O’Brien, Senior Executive Park 
Superintendent, Parks & Landscape Services Section, Municipal Services Department, 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, County Hall, Marine Road, Dun Laoghaire, 
Co. Dublin. Post Code Ag6 K6Cg. 


Dated: 17/04/2019 


Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, 
County Hall, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland 


Comhairle Contae Dhun Laoghaire-Rath an Duin, 
Halla an Chontae, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Atha Cliath, Eire 


Tel: 01205 4700 Fax: 01230 0299 Web: www.dlrcoco.ie 








register for inspection, possess- 
ing a cow withouta bovine pass- 
port, failing to produce a bovine 
passport for an animal and fail- 
ing to provide information 
about animals and refusing to 
say where animals were being 
kept. 


6 6 The vet said 
that another 
116 animals simply 
disappeared and 
the department had 


no idea what had 
happened them 


Casey snr also pleaded guilty 
to failing to provide depart- 
ment officials with details of the 
sale or disposal of cattle and 
with failing to notify the 
department of the birth of 
animals within seven days as 
required by the regulations. 


Herd register 

Casey jnr pleaded guilty to a to- 
tal of seven offences including 
failing to surrender aherd regis- 
ter to department vet Louis 
Rearden and failing to provide 
information to Mr Rearden 
about animals as well as failing 
to produce an animal for inspec- 


Briefs 


tion by Mr Rearden. 

The offences were all com- 
mitted between April 30th 
2014 and February 19th 2015 at 
various addresses including at 
Rathcommane, Ballyhar, Killar- 
ney, Ballybrennagh, Tralee, 
and Slieve East, Camp, all in Co 
Kerry and Ryefield, White- 
church and Rylane, both in Co 
Cork. 

Mr Rearden told the court 
the Caseys had steadfastly re- 
fused to co-operate with depart- 
ment officials on several occa- 
sions over several months. 

On another occasion, Casey 
jnr submitted forged Garda doc- 
umentation to the department, 
relating to false reports of three 
animals going missing to avoid 
having to produce the animals 
for inspection. 

Mr Rearden said department 
officials came across two ani- 
mals which were recorded as be- 
ing registered within seven 
days of their birth but were four 
and five months old. 

They also had to use DNA 
testing to identify another five 
animals while they were unable 
to identify one animal. 

The vet said that another 116 
animals simply disappeared 
and the department had noidea 
what had happened them 
which had serious repercus- 


sions for the Irish beef industry 
which prided itself and built its 
reputation on the traceabilty of 
animals entering the food 
chain. 

Defence solicitor, Padraig 
O’Connell said the Caseys were 
“old style farmers for whom offi- 
cialdom was like the proverbial 
red rag toa bull” and while they 
had clearly failed to co-operate 
with department officials for 
several months, once the mat- 
ter came to court, they had 
co-operated fully. 


Pleaded for leniency 

Mr O’Connell pleaded for 
leniency, arguing in mitigation 
both men had pleaded guilty, 
had no previous convictions for 
such offences and had not come 
to the attention of department 
officials since these offences. 

He suggested community 
service or suspended sentences 
would be a more appropriate 
penalty. 

The judge said the offences 
were at the higher end of the 
scale and as such merited 
custodial sentences but he 
adjourned sentencing until 
June 18th to allow Mr O’Con- 
nell to present a medical report 
on Casey jnr who had suffered 
from psychiatric issues 
including social isolation. 





Elections 


Early voting on islands to be 
discontinued under reforms 


Early voting in elections and 
referendums on the islands is 
to be abolished under changes 
approved by the Government. 

The Cabinet has sanctioned 
aso-called money message to 
give effect to the move, which 
was contained in a Private 
Members’ Bill proposed by 
Galway West Fianna Fail TD 
Eamon O Cuiv. 

Voting on the islands will 
now take place on the same 
day as in polling stations on 
the mainland. 

But the new dispensation 
will not take effect for the local 
and European elections on 
May 24th. A Private Members’ 
Bill involving appropriation of 
public funds cannot proceed 


Safety concerns 


beyond second stage to 
committee unless a money 
message has been furnished 
by the Government. Many 
such Bills in this Dail are not 
furnished with a money 
message and, consequently, 
are not enacted. 

Sean Kyne, Government 
Chief Whip and Minister for 
the Irish Language, the 
Gaeltacht and the Islands, and 
also a Galway West TD, 
confirmed the Cabinet 
approved the money message. 

“Tt will also ensure a 
commonsense flexibility 
regarding polling hours on 
islands so as to avoid delays to 
elections counts,” he said. 

FIACH KELLY 


Tesco suspends deliveries to 
west Tallaght following attack 


Tesco has suspended shop- 
ping deliveries to west Tal- 
laght in Dublin after one of its 
drivers was struck in the face 
by an object thrown through 
the window of his vehicle. 

Gardai in Tallaght said they 
are investigating the incident 
which occurred on April 4th. 
A Garda district officer is to 
arrange a meeting with Tesco 
security and the divisional 
crime prevention office to 
address the safety concerns of 
Tesco drivers delivering in the 
area. 

A spokeswoman for Tesco 
Ireland said it appreciates the 
inconvenience caused but it 
has to suspend the service to 
protect its colleagues and 
customers. A spokeswoman 


for Tesco said: “The company 
curtails services in an area for 
a period of time due to inci- 
dents of antisocial behaviour 
in order to protect our col- 
leagues and our customers.” 

“At present following 
several incidents, we are 
curtailing deliveries in a small 
number of areas in west 
Tallaght with an alternative 
collection option open to 
customers at Clondalkin and 
Naas.” 

“While we appreciate the 
inconvenience caused, the 
safety of our colleagues and 
customers is of paramount 
importance.” 

It is not yet known when the 
service will resume in the 
area. 


Gardaappeal 


Man (21) 
who died in 
crash named 


Aman killed instantly ina 
crash outside Clonmel on 
Monday night has been 
named locally as Jake 
Anderson (21). 

Mr Anderson, from 
Fernville in Clerihan, Co 
Tipperary, died when the 
Volkswagen Golf he was 
driving collided head-on 
with a truck in the townland 
of Ballingarrane shortly 
before 8pm. 

Gardai-in Clonmel are 
trying to establish what 
caused the crash which 
happened ona wide, 
straight stretch of the N24, 
about a kilometre from the 
town. 

The victim was travelling 
in the direction of Clonmel 
at the time and the truck 
was heading towards Cahir. 

The truck driver, who is 
not from the local area, was 
brought by ambulance to 
South Tipperary General 
Hospital where he was 
treated for minor physical 
injuries and was alsoin 
shock in the aftermath of 
the incident. 

Mr Anderson was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene 
and the coroner for South 
Tipperary was informed. He 
worked as an apprentice 
pipe-fitter. 

The road where the crash 
happened was closed on 
Monday night to allow an 
examination by Garda 
forensic collision investiga- 
tors and motorists were 
diverted in the direction of 
Cashel. 





Gardai-have appealed for 
witnesses to contact them at 
the station in Clonmel on 
052-6177640. 





Evidence 
nothing more 
than suspicion, 
Quirke trial told 


Defence counsel urges jury to acquit man 
accused of murdering part-time DJ 


EOIN REYNOLDS 


The evidence against Patrick 
Quirke amounts to no more 
than suspicion and is not 
enough to convince a jury that 
he killed Bobby Ryan, a 
defence barrister has told the 
Tipperary murder trial at the 
Central Criminal Court. 

Bernard Condon SC also 
criticised the Garda investiga- 
tion in this case and told the 
jury they had been given 
substandard evidence due to 
failures in the investigation. 

Mr Condon completed his 
eight-hour speech to the jury 
of six men and six women 
yesterday by asking them to 
acquit his client. 

The jury will return next 
Tuesday to hear the judge’s 
charge from Ms Justice Eileen 
Creedon before they begin 
their deliberations. 

Mr Quirke (50) of Brean- 
shamore, Co Tipperary has 
pleaded not guilty to the mur- 
der of Bobby Ryan, a part-time 
DJ known as Mr Moonlight. 
Mr Ryan went missing on June 
3, 2011 after leaving his girl- 
friend Mary Lowry’s home at 
about 6.30am. His body was 
found in an underground 
run-off tank on the farm 
owned by Ms Lowry and 
leased by the accused at Fawn- 
agown, Tipperary 22 months 
later in April 2013. The prose- 
cution has claimed Mr Quirke 
murdered Mr Ryan so he 
could rekindle an affair with 
Ms Lowry (52). 

Mr Condon reminded the 
jury that his client Patrick 
Quirke told gardai he was a 
“curious and inquisitive” per- 
son. He suggested that much 
of what the prosecution 
sought to use against him 
could be explained by these 
traits. You might say he is a 
“nosy parker,” Mr Condon 
said, adding, “nobody would 
like to be called nosy but we all 
have flaws and personality 
quirks but that’s not murder.” 

He asked the jury to look 
fairly and with nuance at the 
evidence that Mr Quirke’s 
computer was used to search 
for information on DNA and 
“human body decomposition” 
while Mr Ryan was still a miss- 
ing person. You could not, he 
said, convict based on those 
searches. 

Mr Quirke told gardai he 
was “inquisitive by nature” 
and Mr Condon warned the 
jury of the “great risk” of mak- 
ing a leap based on those 
searches alone. 

He said: “If they move you, 
they will move you to no more 
than suspicion.” 

They were general search- 
es, he said, with no specific de- 
tail relating to this case, car- 
ried out in circumstances 
where Bobby Ryan was miss- 
ing and Mr Quirke was follow- 
ing the disappearance in the 
news. There was, Mr Condon 
said, reference in the news to 
Trace Ireland and cadaver 
dogs having been used to try to 
find him. 

There is nothing in those 
searches to do with bodies de- 
composing in water or in an 
airtight container, which 
would be specific to this case. 
He asked the jury what weight 
they could place on the search- 
es and whether they can be re- 
lied on. 


‘Macabre’ 

Counsel further reminded the 
jury of Mr Quirke’s garda inter- 
views in which he said that if 
he knew where Mr Ryan’s 
body was and wanted to know 
what condition it was in, all he 
had to do was open the tank 
and look. He noted that in in- 
terview Mr Quirke had refer- 
enced his deceased son when 
asked about the decomposi- 
tion searches. Mr Condon said 
it may be “macabre” but peo- 
ple do the strangest things on 
their computers. 

“You are invited to weigh 
the evidence but you are not 
entitled to start and jump all 
the way to the end,” he said. 
“You can’t go straight to guilty 
on the basis of some searches 
on the internet over a couple 
of minutes in December.” 

He described the prosecu- 
tion as requiring “enormous 
leaps” and stated that the 
weight of the prosecution case 
is suspicion. He told the jurors 
they don’t know anything 
about what happened on June 
3, 2011. 

All the jury has, Mr Condon 
said, is “this little piece which 
does not achieve what the pros- 
ecution wants it to achieve 
which is to convince you with 
certainty that this man, who 


has denied, denied, denied, ac- 
tually killed Bobby Ryan.” He 
said there is no hard evidence 
and this search alone is not 
enough to convict. 

Counsel called on the jury 
to start from the position that 
Mr Quirke is innocent and to 
imagine themselves or a 
person they love in his 
position having done what he 
can to assist gardai and having 
had everything he said 
interpreted in the worst 
possible way. To be accused 
based on what Mary Lowry 
said and a couple of internet 
searches. He concluded: “Task 
you to acquit this man.” 

Earlier Mr Condon criti- 
cised the Garda investigation 
telling the jury they had been 
given substandard evidence 
due to failures in the 
investigation. He urged the 
jury to approach the 
prosecution’s claims with 
“great care and scepticism”. 


Failed 

Mr Condon told the jury that 
gardai should have searched 
Mary Lowry’s house at 
Fawnagowan, the last place 
Mr Ryan was reported alive in 
2011. They should also have 
video taped the removal of Mr 
Ryan’s body from the tank in 
2013. They had failed to tell a 
pathologist that a concrete lid 
covering the tank cracked, 
dropping debris on to the 
body, he said. 

They should have used the 
Garda sub aqua team to 
recover the body rather than 
the fire brigade. They had 
failed, he said, to record the 
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m Patrick Quirke (50), of 
Breanshamore, Co Tipperary 
is charged with the murder 
of 52-year-old Bobby Ryan 


finding of a hair clip in the 
tank beside the body, some- 
thing Mr Condon suggested 
the prosecution was trying to 
“airbrush” out of the case. He 
said prosecution counsel Mi- 
chael Bowman had “pooh 
poohed it”. When senior inves- 
tigating officer Inspector Pat- 
rick O’Callaghan was asked 
about the clip, counsel said he 
“jumped to” the suggestion 
that it could have belonged to 
the Lowry sisters who grew up 
on the farm. Mr Condon said 
the “more obvious” person 
would be Mary Lowry who 
had been living on the farm for 
the previous 15 years. 

Dr Khalid Jaber, the former 
deputy state pathologist, did 
not attend the scene where the 
body was found, something 
that Acting state pathologist 
Dr Michael Curtis and former 
Northern Ireland State Pathol- 
ogist Prof Jack Crane said they 
would have done. Dr Jaber re- 
tained only one maggot from 
the body to be analysed by an 
entomologist and did not note 
if it was alive or dead when he 
found it, Mr Condon said. He 
also failed to retain any of the 
adult flies seen on the body. 

Counsel said it was “extraor- 
dinary” that gardai emptied 
on to the ground the contents 
of the vacuum tanker which 
Mr Quirke said he used to 
draw water from the tank 
before discovering the body. A 
sixth-class student, Mr 
Condon suggested, could have 
come up with the idea to 
empty the contents into 
buckets or bringing the tanker 
to another location to be 
measured and analysed. 

He said the prosecution was 
now seeking to draw inferenc- 
es against Mr Quirke based on 
the assertion of one garda who 
estimated that only a small 
amount of water came out of 
the tanker. Mr Condon asked 
the jury if they were satisfied 
that gardai at the scene had 
maintained evidence with 
such “robustness” that they 
would have no criticism and 
no sleepless nights. 

He further asked if they 
could be satisfied that the hair 
clip had been excluded and 
does not amount to a reasona- 
ble doubt. 
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Finances of 
non-profit 


eroups going 
unchecked 


Finances of nearly 20,000 groups hidden 
despite public funding, report shows 


Some 57% of organisations did not report 
on remuneration of higher paid employees 


COLIN GLEESON 


The finances of almost 
two-thirds of Irish non-profit 
organisations are shrouded 
from scrutiny even though 
they receive billions in State 
support, according to a 
report. 

The examination by Bene- 
facts covers almost 30,000 
non-profit organisations in 
the Republic, including chari- 
ties, philanthropies, sports 
bodies, political, human rights 
organisations, as well as busi- 
ness and trade associations. 

To be published tomorrow, 
Benefacts puts the total turno- 
ver for such organisations at 
€13.8 billion, of which €5.9 bil- 
lion comes from the State. 
This amounts to one-twelfth 
of the State’s entire current an- 
nual budget. 

In a third annual analysis of 
the sector, Benefacts drew 
from all available data from the 
public filings of nearly 30,000 
non-profits, as at the end of the 
first quarter of 2019. 

About one-third of these 
are regulated as charities by 
the Charities Regulator. How- 
ever, State funding is not even- 
ly distributed. More than 70 
per cent- or €4.2 billion- goes 
to just 60 major organisa- 
tions. Most of the remaining 
€1.7 billion goes to 1,500 
non-profits, about half of 
which are registered charities. 

Despite the public funding, 


€5.9bn 


Of State funding goes to 
non-profit organisations in 
the Republic 


Benefacts can only scrutinise 
financial data from incorporat- 
ed non-profits, which add up 
to just over 10,000 of the 
29,300 organisations. 

The financial statements of 
1,650 unincorporated chari- 
ties — 37 per cent of all regis- 
tered charities —are not public- 
ly available. These have been 
filed with the charities regula- 
tor since 2016 but are not yet 
published. 

The report said the trend 
for non-profits, including char- 
ities, to publish financial state- 
ments in abridged form has 
“grown steadily” from 36 per 
cent in 2016 to 44 per cent in 
2017 and from 32 per cent to 


37 per cent among incorporat- 
ed charities. 

Abridged accounts include 
some financial data such as bal- 
ance sheets, employee num- 
bers and remuneration, but 
not the key details in relation 
to income and expenditure. 

Benefacts said 15 per cent of 
non-profits did not comply 
with the statutory require- 
menttoreporton payroll costs 
in financial statements filed in 
2018, while 3 per cent did not 
comply with the requirement 
to report on numbers of 
full-time equivalent employ- 
ees. 

Furthermore, 57 per cent 
did not report on the remuner- 
ation of higher paid employ- 
ees in bands of €10,000. 

“This is accountability with- 
out transparency and it 
amounts to a lack of joined-up 
thinking on the part of State 
funders and regulators,” ac- 
cording to Benefacts manag- 
ing director Patricia Quinn. 


Remedies 

“These trends have deprived 
us of the capacity to analyse at 
least €1.7 billion of sector turn- 
over for 2017 alone. 

“The remedies are not com- 
plicated, and the prize is a 
more transparent and accessi- 
ble sector in the service of 
greater public confidence, bet- 
ter decision-making, and elimi- 
nation of wasted duplication 
of administrative effort.” 

Outside of the 60 higher ed- 
ucation, health and social care 
charities where staff are remu- 
nerated as though they are 
public servants, less than 1 per 
cent of jobs attract pay of 
more than €70,000 per an- 
num, compared to 13 per cent 
in the economy at large. 

The Benefacts report also 
analysed the boardrooms of 
non-profit organisations and 
found they are mostly made 
up of older men, many of 
whom have served on them 
for almost a decade. 

The average size of a 
non-profit board is six 
directors/charity trustees. 
Nearly a quarter have served 
on the same board for nine 
years or more. 

These trends are most pro- 
nounced in the boards of 
sports bodies where the male 
female balance is 80:20, and 
one-third of directors/trustees 
have served for more than 
nine years. 








Mother whose son took his own life 
says ‘the door was closed on him’ 
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Kitty Holland 


Social Affairs Correspondent 


Man was sent home 
from Drogheda 
hospital twice 
before his death 





A Dundalk mother, whose only 
child took his own life last 
month, wants to know why her 
son was sent home from Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda, twice despite saying 
he intended killing himself. 

Ian Browne (25), from 
Toberona Road, had a letter 
from his GP asking that he be 
admitted as he was “actively 
suicidal” and at “imminent” 
risk of serious self-harm. 

His mother, Sinéad Browne, 
said she was told after his death 
he could not have been admit- 
ted as a psychiatric patient as 
he had traces of the sedative 
benzodiazepine in his system. 

The standard policy in Irish 
psychiatric services is not to ad- 
mit someone with a mental 
health issue who is suspected of 


substance misuse. 

On the morning of Tuesday, 
March 12th, Ian told Sinéad he 
was “tired” with life. “He’d lost 
a best friend [who died in his 
sleep] 51 days before this. That 
hit him really hard. 

“He’d had depression on and 
off for a few years. When he was 
bad he’d go to his GP, get a pre- 
scription, and he was seeing a 
counsellor,” Sinéad said. 

She tried to talk to him that 
morning, but he told her she 
could not help because she was 
not a psychiatrist. He went to 
see his father Paul- from whom 
Sinéad is separated. Later, his 
counsellor referred him on to 
Our Lady of Lourdes emergen- 
cy department, where he 
stayed until 6pm and was seen 
by staff, who filled in a detailed 
12-page statement on his case. 


Absolute waste 

“The decision was to send him 
home to come back in three 
weeks ... He landed back in 
here after midnight and just 
said it was an absolute waste of 
a day. He said: ‘What am I going 
to do? They won’t listen.’ 

“T sat here for the night not 
knowing what to do, who to 
ring,” Sinéad said. 

Ian went to see his GP, who 
wrote a letter to the hospital 
urging treatment for “this 
young man whom I would be 
very worried about”. 

“He arrives in today and his 
historyis very concerning. Heis 


actively suicidal and an immi- 
nent threat. He was seen yester- 
day in your dept [department] 
and not admitted likely due to 
presence of benzos 
[benzodiazepine] in his system. 
“T feel this is more serious 
due to the degree of self-harm 
planning ... [Ian] informs me 
that he planned to end his life 
yesterday. All planned... I 
would be grateful if you could 
reassess and admit,” he wrote. 





I told them he 
wasn’t an addict ora 
down and out, that 
he wanted help and 
didn’t get it. If they 
didn’t believe him, 
did they not believe 
the GP as well? 


Sinéad says her son returned 
to the hospital. “It was the same 
again - ‘Come back in three 
weeks’... He came in that night 
and said: ‘That was a waste of 
A8 hours. I could have had all 
this done on Tuesday.’ ” 

Once he was home, his moth- 


er again sought help: “They 
said: ‘Tell someone, present to 
a GP, go to an A&E.’ He did all 
this, did what he was meant to, 
and there was nothing for him.” 
The following day Ian was up 
early, “whistling, just going 
about, had a shower and a cup 
of tea”. His mother left for work 
in a local school, speaking with 
him by phone at about llam. 


Panicking 

“Twas at work but couldn’t con- 
centrate. I was there in body, 
not mind. I tried to contact Ian, 
his dad tried, but we couldn’t 
get him. I would normally leave 
work about 7pm, but before 
6pm I just had an awful feeling 
and had to come home. 

“TI came in and his wee dog 
was in the sittingroom and the 
door closed. That would never 
happen. I threw my bag on the 
table and was zipping down my 
coat going up the stairs panick- 
ing to find him. 

“T knew something was defi- 
nitely not right. That was when 
I found him.” Her son is buried 
in the St Joseph’s Church ceme- 
tery in Castletown, minutes 
from where he died. 

In the following days the hos- 
pital contacted Sinéad, saying 
they could deal with mental 
health and drug issues, but not 
with both at the same time. 

“T told them he wasn’t an ad- 
dict or a down and out, that he 
wanted help and didn’t get it... 
The door was closed on him,” 


Islanders hope digital project will change working life 


STEPHEN MAGUIRE 


An island high-speed digital 
hub that has opened 5km off 
the coast of Donegal has echoes 
of rural electrification, say 
islanders. 

Arranmore islanders hope 
the development will breathe 
new life into an ageing popula- 
tion and encourage those who 
have left the island to return. 
Yesterday marked unveiling of 
the hub in a former amusement 
arcade which boasts 13 digital 
desks and an average broad- 
band speed of 100 megabytes. 

Seamus Bonner says the Ar- 
ranmore’s Community Council 
hopes the hub will attract exiled 
islanders home. The digital hub 
is the first on an island off Ire- 
land. Bonner has seen many 
changes on the island, but the 
common thread has been a 
gradual decline in population 
from more than 700 people 
some years back to 469 now. 

He hopes the arrival of the 
hub will restore Arranmore’s 
fortunes. 

“So many people have come 
together to make this happen 
but it needed to happen. It’s no 
secret that the numbers of peo- 
plein the island has been in seri- 
ous decline. Somebody com- 
pared this to the electrification 
of the island and I think that’s a 
fair comparison. The arrival of 
this digital hub along with such 
high broadband speeds will 
make this a place people can 
come and stay connected. 

“People from Arranmore are 
dotted all around the world and 
with this development, they will 
be able to come back and work 
from here for a week, a month 
or for good,” he says. 
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6 6 People from 

Arranmore 
are dotted all 
around the world 
and with this 
development, they 
will be able to come 
back and work 
from here 


One of those is Nicola 
Greene who works for insur- 
ance company Optum in Let- 
terkenny. 

She may not be halfway 
across the globe but the open- 
ing of Modam (Mol Oifig Dig- 
iteach Arainn Mhor, namedina 
competition by local secondary 
school pupil Aiden Doherty) 
means she can catch the fast fer- 
ry at Burtonport and be out 
here in 15 minutes to visit her 


mum and stay a few days. 

“Tobe honest it has reignited 
my relationship with Arran- 
more...I can work and stay 
here for as long as I like and my 
company is okay with that. I 
would have to download a lot of 
large files with my work, but 
with the broadband here that is 
now possible,” she says. 

Her sentiments are echoed 
by school friends Eimer Gal- 
lagher and Lisa Rodgers who 


plan to return from their homes 
in London where they have 
lived for several years. 

Lisa is in business consultan- 
cy and Eimer is in fashion. 

Both have children and while 
their ability to return will be dic- 
tated by school holidays, the im- 
proved connectivity means 
they can extend their visits and 
work from the island. 

In what used to be the ferry’s 
ticket office in a room off the 
main digital hub, islander Neil 
Gallagher, chief executive and 
founder of educational tech 
company Caped Koala is on a 
video call from London. 

The quality of both the sound 
and the picture is perfect. 

“Twas on the island last week 
and the connection there is 
twice as fast as I have in Lon- 
don. I was there in 2007 and 
tried to work from the island 
but I wasn’t able to because the 
connectivity was not there.” 

He says like many other is- 
landers, he has always wanted 
to add value to his community. 

“This connectivity by Three 
will allow me to create opportu- 
nities and bring employment, 
by training people on the island 
to test software and take active 
roles in EU research projects.” 


Local businesses 

On a commercial level, island- 
ers hope the opening of Modam 
will bring plenty of financial 
spin-offs for the locality and for 
various local businesses. 

John McCafferty, manager 
of one of the island’s co-ops, Ion- 
ad an Chros Bhealaigh, is con- 
vinced the new connectivity will 
attract many new visitors. 

And that’s good news as the 
co-op, which employs seven 


people, offers a range of servic- 
es including sailing, bike rental, 
kayaking and children’s clubs. 
“People know their children 
will be safe and have plenty to 
do on the island when they 
come to use the hub,” he says. 


Broadband speeds 

Increased broadband speeds 
have also been installed in sever- 
al local business and communi- 
ty facilities, including in Scoil 
Athphoirt where students can 
now use interactive white- 
boards, research online and par- 
ticipate in online learning. 

The broadband solution has 
also been installed in the medi- 
cal centre which will facilitate 
telemedicinal applications, in- 
cluding video consultations 
with consultants on the main- 
land, saving patients a 
four-hour round trip to Letterk- 
enny or overnight trip to Dub- 
lin. 

And for a population with 
half aged over 65 years, that it is 
a vital link. 

When the people of 
Arranmore flagged up a need 
for better connectivity to 
breathe new life into the island, 
both Donegal County Council 
and the Department of Rural 
and Community Development 
backed the plan. So too did 
Three Ireland who supported 
the project at a grassroots level. 

Eoin MacManus, business 
and enterprise director at 
Three Ireland, says the launch 
marks the start of a long-term 
partnership with the people of 
Arranmore “to help deliver 
their ambitious plans for the is- 
land which will enable them to 
sustain and develop their com- 
munity”. 


m Sinéad Browne at her home 
in Dundalk, where her son 
took his own life last month 
after numerous attempts to 
gain help and support. 
PHOTOGRAPH: JAMES FORDE 


she said. 

“T hope, talking about what 
happened, I can help highlight 
how the system failed Ian; that 
might help so that when some 
other young person is going 
through this terrible ordeal and 
goes to seek help, that they get 
it.” 

The College of Psychiatrists 
says Switzerland has 30 psychi- 
atrists per 100,000 people, 
while Ireland has just 19 per 
100,000 - the lowest figure 
among all northern European 
countries. The HSE says the 
Louth region, with a popula- 
tion of 50,000, has two consult- 
ant psychiatrists, and that this 
compares well with national 
numbers. 

Mental health issues are 
dealt with by mental health 
services, but cases involving 
drugs are referred on to the 
drug treatment service, the 
HSE said. “If necessary, mental 
health support is provided by 
the [drug treatment] service.” 


Anyone affected by these issues 
can contact The Samaritans on 
116 123, Aware on 1800 804 
848, Pieta House on 1800 247 
247 or Childline 1800 666 666. 





Facebook 
removes 
Cosgrave’s 
page on tax 


JACK HORGAN-JONES 
and FIACH KELLY 


Facebook has removed the 
page on its platform for 
Paddy Cosgrave’s Irish Tax 
Agency website for a 
violation of its policies 
against impersonation. 

Web Summit founder Mr 
Cosgrave revealed on Mon- 
day that he was involved in 
running the Irish Tax Agency 
page, which had anonymous- 
ly targeted ads at European 
users of Facebook. 

Inastatement yesterday, a 
spokeswoman for Facebook 
said “we do not allow pages 
that are misleading or 
deceptive on Facebook 
which is why we have re- 
moved the Irish Tax Agency 
page for violating our poli- 
cies against impersonation”. 

The ads contained the 
tagline “reduce your taxes on 
global revenue to 1 per cent”. 
Users are told that “compa- 
nies have saved billions in tax 
by relocating to Ireland from 
high tax EU nations”. 

Initially there was no 
information online about the 
organisation running the 
ads, on either its Facebook 
page or its website. A contact 
number for the Department 
of Foreign Affairs press 
office was listed on the site. 

Mr Cosgrave revealed he 
was behind the campaignina 
post on his own Facebook 
page, and on the Irish Tax 
Agency website. 


“Indefensible” 

Mr Cosgrave has strongly 
criticised the tax practices of 
the Irish State. In an online 
video he claimed the advert, 
which aims to highlight 
Ireland’s “indefensible tax 
structure”, had reached one 
million Facebook users. 

In a post on Twitter, Mr 
Cosgrave said he commend- 
ed Facebook “on enhanced 
scrutiny and transparency of 
advertising”. 

Yesterday, Minister for 
Finance Paschal Donohoe 
defended Ireland’s corpo- 
rate tax regime and said the 
State had not been given 
recognition for recent 
changes made toit. 

“I wish Paddy Cosgrave 
every luck in his business 
endeavours and success and 
whatever he is doing in his 
own business and his various 
web forums, I wish him 
success in it,” Mr Donohoe 
said. “The only endeavour I 
am concerned about is the 
endeavour of the Irish 
economy and a_ highly 
competitive environment 
that we operate within. 

“This is the kind of environ- 
ment I spent time working on 
and explaining when I was in 
Washington. That I spend 
time working on and explain- 
ing every month internation- 
ally and I would take this as 
an opportunity to say that the 
Irish corporate tax code does 
not get the recognition it 
deserves for the changes that 
we have already made.” 








Rialtas na hEireann 
Government of Ireland 


COMORADH AR EIRI 
AMACH NA CASCA 1916 
DOMHNACH CASCA, AN 

21 AIBREAN 2019 


Déanfar Eiri Amach na Casca 1916 a choméradh le 
Searmanas Mileata ag Ard-Oifig an Phoist, Baile Atha 
Cliath, Dé Domhnaigh an 21 Aibrean 2019 ag tosu ag 


12.00 mean lae. 


An tUachtaran, an Taoiseach agus an tAire ar a bhfuil 
Freagracht maidir le Cosaint a bheidh i bhfeighil an 
tSearmanais ag a ndéarfar paidreacha, a Iéifear an 
Fordgra agus a leagfaidh an tUachtardan blathfhleasc. 
Criochndidh an Searmanas ag 12.30 in nuair a eitleoidh 


an tAerchor lasnairde. 


Ta failte roimh an bpobal chuig an Searmanas agus ba 
choir do dhaoine a bheith sa limistéar poibli amhairc ar 
Shraid Ui Chonaill ag 11.30 am ar a dhéanai. 


COMMEMORATION TO MARK 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
1916 RISING EASTER SUNDAY, 
21 APRIL 2019 


The 1916 Easter Rising will be commemorated by a 
military ceremony at the GPO, Dublin on Sunday 21 April 
2019 commencing at 12.00 noon 


The ceremony, which will be led by the President, the 
Taoiseach and the Minister with Responsibility for 
Defence, will involve prayers of remembrance, a reading 
of the Proclamation and the laying of a wreath by the 
President. The Ceremony will conclude at 12.30 pm with 


a flypast by the Air Corps. 


Members of the public are welcome to attend the 
ceremony and should be in position in the public viewing 
areas on O’Connell Street, no later than 11.30 am. 
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Subpoena 
issued for 
Trump bank 
records 


Congressional investigators demand 
documents from Deutsche Bank 


US president's long-time lender among 
numerous financiers subpoenaed 


EMILY FLITTER 
and DAVID ENRICH 


US congressional investigators 
have intensified their pursuit 
of President Donald Trump’s 
personal and business finan- 
cial records by issuing a 
subpoena to his long-time 
lender, Deutsche Bank. 

The two committees that 
issued the subpoena on Mon- 
day, the House’s intelligence 
and financial services commit- 
tees, also demanded docu- 
ments from numerous other fi- 
nancial institutions, including 
JPMorgan Chase, Bank of 
America and Citigroup, relat- 
ed to possible money-launder- 
ing by people in Russia and 
eastern Europe, according to 
three people with knowledge 


of the investigation. 

_ Democrats 
ne are collecting 
oy we — information 

‘fs 5 about the 

‘ J finances of 
=z Donald Trump 


“The potential use of the US 
financial system for illicit 
purposes is a very serious 
concern,” Democrat Maxine 
Waters, chairwoman of the 
financial services committee, 
said in a statement. She added 
that the panel was “exploring 
these matters, including as 
they may involve the president 
and his associates, as thor- 
oughly as possible pursuant to 
its oversight authority, and 
will follow the facts wherever 
they may lead us”. 

The subpoenas were the lat- 
est attempts by congressional 
Democrats to collect informa- 
tion about the finances of Mr 
Trump and his family-owned 
company, the Trump Organi- 
sation, and were immediately 
condemned by Mr Trump’s 
son Eric Trump. “This subpoe- 


na is an unprecedented abuse 
of power and simply the latest 
attempt by House Democrats 
to attack the president and our 
family for political gain,” Eric 
Trump said in a statement. He 
added that the subpoenas “set 
a horrible precedent for all 
taxpayers”. 

Alan Garten, the Trump 
Organisation’s lawyer, said 
the company was weighing its 
options for potentially block- 
ing Deutsche Bank from com- 
plying with the subpoena. 
Deutsche Bank’s long-stand- 
ing relationship with the presi- 
dent is a central element of the 
joint committee investigation. 


History of defaults 

During the past two decades, 
Deutsche Bank has been the 
only mainstream bank 
consistently willing to do 
business with Mr Trump, who 
has a long history of defaults 
and bankruptcies. The bank 
has lent him more than $2 bil- 
lion (€1.77 billion), and Mr 
Trump had more than $300 
million in outstanding loans 
from Deutsche Bank by the 
time he took office, making 
the German bank the presi- 
dent’s biggest creditor. 

Kerrie McHugh, Deutsche 
Bank spokeswoman, said the 
company was “engaged in a 
productive dialogue” with the 
committees. “We remain com- 
mitted to providing appropri- 
ate information to all author- 
ised investigations in a man- 
ner consistent with our legal 
obligations,” she said. 

Adam Schiff, chairman of 
the intelligence committee, 
described the subpoena to 
Deutsche Bank as “friendly” 
and said the German lender 
had been co-operative. Other 
banks also received subpoe- 
nas on Monday seeking re- 
cords related to business the 
banks did with people and or- 
ganisations in Russia and east- 
ern Europe. -— New York Times 








More than 200 arrested in climate 
demonstrations in London 


Police have arrested 209 
people in two days of protests 
after climate change activists 
blocked some of London’s most 
important junctions including 
Oxford Circus and Marble 
Arch, causing traffic chaos. 

The protests, led by British 
climate group Extinction 
Rebellion, brought parts of 
central London to a standstill 
again yesterday. 

Extinction Rebellion, which 
generated headlines with a 
semi-nude protest in the House 
of Commons earlier this 
month, is demanding the gov- 
ernment reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero by 
2025. 

Police said they expected the 
demonstrations to continue in 
coming weeks and had to strike 
the right balance between 





allowing the right to peaceful 
protest and ensuring disrup- 
tion was kept at aminimum. 
“At this time, ongoing 
demonstrations are causing 
serious disruptions to public 
transport, local businesses and 
Londoners who wish to go 
about their daily business,” 
Chief Supt Colin Wingrove said 


yesterday. 

6 There is an 
awareness 

and a hunger for 

something to be 

done 


Activists had been told they 
must confine any demonstra- 
tions to the Marble Arch area, 
and police were taking action 


against protesters in other loca- 
tions. 

More than a dozen activists 
had been arrested at Waterloo 
Bridge near parliament by 
lunchtime yesterday. Others 
were sitting in the road with 
linked arms, chanting at the 
police “Rebellion! Rebellion!” 
and “We are peaceful! What 
about you?” 

Five arrests were for crimi- 
nal damage after the Royal 
Dutch Shell building near the 
River Thames was targeted on 
Monday. 

Two protesters on Monday 
climbed up scaffolding, writing 
“Shell Knows!” in red paint on 
the front of the building and 
three protesters glued their 
hands to revolving doors at the 
entrance. 

Tents littered the prime 


Climate change activists 
demonstrate during an 
Extinction Rebellion 
protest at Waterloo Bridge 
in London. PHOTOGRAPH: 
HENRY NICHOLLS/REUTERS 


shopping area of Oxford Circus 
yesterday morning, with some 
activists huddled beneath a 
model boat with the words 
“Tell the Truth” across its side. 
One placard read: “Rebel for 
Life”. 

Activist Katy Fowler (39), 
from Machynlleth in Wales, 
said reaction from the public 
had been very positive. “People 
have come up to us to thank us 
emphatically,” she said. “There 
is an awareness and a hunger 
for something to be done.” 

— Reuters 





Tusk urges UK 
to make most 
of extension 


Verhofstadt tells EU Parliament that 
article 50 extension puts ‘Europe at risk’ 


PATRICK SMYTH 
in Brussels 


European Council president 
Donald Tusk has urged the UK 
to use the breathing space of 
its Brexit extension wisely, 
and said the EU remained 
willing to reconsider the 
political declaration on the 
future relationship “if the UK 
position were to evolve”. 

Mr Tusk and European 
Commission president Jean 
Claude Juncker were address- 
ing a debate on last week’s 
European Council at the 
plenary of the last session of 
the current European Parlia- 
ment in Strasbourg. The 
council agreed to extend the 
UK’s article 50 departure 
period until October 31st. 

Mr Tusk was criticised by 
the leader of the liberal ALDE 
group, Guy Verhofstadt, who 
claimed that the six-month ex- 
tension was putting “Europe 
at risk”. The deadline was “too 
near for substantial reform, 
too far away to prompt any 
action... I fear it will lead to 
continued uncertainty and 
indecision,” he said. 

Mr Verhofstadt said that 
the fact that the UK would be 
forced to contest the Europe- 
an elections in May could see 
its mainstream parties “wiped 
out”. That prospect meant 
that “the only thing that can 
save us is [the fear of] Nigel 
Farage”, he warned. He urged 
British prime minister 
Theresa May and Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn to 
“make a cross-party deal now 
to avoid imminent disaster”. 


Internal votes 

Participation by UK MEPs in 
the first sessions of the new 
European Parliament could 
shift the balance in a number 
of key votes, notably the 
parliament’s own internal 
votes on its presidency and the 
important chairs of commit- 
tees and delegations. 

The latter are conducted 
under the complicated 
D’Hondt system of proportion- 
al allocation and could allow 
the conservative and 
Eurosceptic groups and the 
Socialists a greater influence 
than their numbers after 
Brexit would suggest. The 
losers are likely to be the 


Political movement beckons as Syrian 
parties jockey over settlement talks 


”AS 
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Jansen 


in Damascus 


Efforts focus on 
constitutional 
commission, which 
includes opposition 


Allroads lead to Damascus. For 
nearly eight years Syrians 
braved bombs and checkpoints 
to travel to the capital, and 
since the guns fell silent on 
most fronts they continue to 
arrive. 

Syrians living under govern- 
ment, jihadi, rebel, and, now, 
US-backed Kurdish rule, come 
to Damascus to access medical 
treatment and obtain official 
documents before returning 
home. 

Regardless of whoever is in 
power, Damascus has always 
been the core of Syrian identity 
and legitimacy. This is why the 
government has fiercely 
defended the capital and given 
it priority over all other cities, 
notably Aleppo, once Syria’s 
largest city and commercial 
hub. 

The government’s tight grip 
on Damascus gives it a major 
national, political, and psycho- 
logical advantage over the 
exiled opposition. Even during 
the days when insurgent 
groups occupied capital 





suburbs and sectors of Aleppo, 
Homs, Deraa and Deir al-Zor, 
the government took a hard 
line in UN-mediated negotia- 
tions because it held Damascus. 

Now that the government 
also controls two-thirds of Syr- 
ia’s territory and administers 
85 per cent of the 18 million Syri- 
ans remaining in the country, it 
continues to resist concessions. 
The expatriate opposition 
supported by the West, Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey cannot 
compete with the authority that 
possession of Damascus gives 
the government - albeit with 
the support of Russia and Iran. 

Nevertheless, sources in- 
volved in the off-and-on again 
negotiations for a political set- 
tlement tell The Irish Times 
there is movement. An expatri- 
ate civil society source involved 
in talks says the government 
has taken “little incremental 
steps” toward a transition over 
the last year. 


Refugee return 
Pro-government armed groups 
have been drafted into the state 
security apparatus while the 
government has absorbed ad 
hoc administrative entities into 
state structures. Gradual refu- 
gee return has been organised 
under Russian auspices and the 
government has published a list 
of all detainees and disappeared 
persons, the source said. 

Efforts now focus on the 
formation of a constitutional 
commission consisting of repre- 
sentatives of the government 
and opposition groups. 

The civil society source said 
the constitutional commission 
was “the only game in town”. 
“Russia sent a message [to the 
Syrian government] that it 
must take part. But [the 
government] is not free to make 


concessions because it must bal- 
ance between left and right to 
keep constituents happy. Oppo- 
sition factions are divided and 
have no grassroots support.” 
The appointment as UN 
mediator of Geir Pedersen, a 
former Norwegian diplomat, is 
considered a positive develop- 
ment. Following meetings with 
Syrian foreign minister Walid 
Muallem last weekend, 
Pedersen said, “We have had 
detailed substantial discus- 
sions. We are now addressing 


e 
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6 6 Kurds have 
dropped 

demands for 

autonomy and the 

transformation 

of Syria from a 

unitary state 

into a federation 


all the issues, so all the issues 
are on the table.” 

This was his third visit since 
assuming the post in January. 
His predecessor, Staffan de 
Mistura, had not been welcome 
in Damascus for two years. 

“The sides are engaging and 
they are close to establishing a 
150-member constitutional 
commission,” states Sawsan 
Zakzak, a member of the 
Women’s Advisory Board. All 
Syrian parties except the Kurds 
— excluded at Turkey’s insist- 
ence - are to be represented on 
the commission — government, 






Ses 


opposition, and civil society, 
she says. Once this is formed 
she hopes intra-Syrian talks 
will resume in Geneva. “The 
commission will choose or elect 
a technical committee of 18-20 
to draft the document.” 

The Women’s Advisory 
Board was created in 2016 by de 
Mistura to represent women 
from Syria and the diaspora. 
The board originally had 12 
members but now has seven 
from Syria and 10 from outside. 


Civil society groups 

Ms Zakzak says the technical 
committee will first have to 
decide whether to amend the 
2011 constitution or draft anew 
one. The presence of a third 
party — civil society groups — is 
essential, she argues, because 
the “government and 
opposition consider each other 
to be enemies”. 

She points out that the 
constitution will have to define 
the powers of the president and 
parliament, the role of religion 
and the status of women, and 
guarantee freedom of speech. 
All these issues are highly 
controversial. 

Meanwhile, the Kurds have 
dropped demands for autono- 
my and the transformation of 
Syria from a unitary state into a 
federation. They are now ask- 
ing to retain their paramilitary 
force and control over Kurdish 
towns and cities they adminis- 
ter in the northern Hasakah 
and Raqqa provinces. 

With US support, the Kurds 
control 25 per cent of Syria, but 
they account for only 30 per 
cent of the population in this 
area. Since the Arabs do not 
want to be ruled by Kurds, 
tribesmen have been making 
separate deals with the 
government. 





centre-right EPP and the 
Liberals. 

Mr Tusk insisted that as 
long as the UK remains a 
member of the EU it has the 
full rights “and obligations” of 
members and opposed any 
suggestion it should be 
deprived of such rights. 

He reiterated that he 
remained convinced that the 
revoking of article 50 is not a 
“dream”. Anyway, he said, 
Europe “needs dreamers and 
dreams”. 

Udo Bulman, leader of the 
Socialist group (S&D), wel- 
comed the extension and the 
avoidance of a cliff-edge 
departure by the UK. He said 
that the extra time should be 
used to put the issue to voters. 


fal Fim? 


6 6 I fear it will 
lead to 
continued 


uncertainty and 
indecision 


“Taking back control means 
putting it to the people,” he 
said, “not the ideologues”. 

Nigel Farage boasted he 
would be “coming back” with 
a swathe of Eurosceptics - 
“lots and lots of us. The Brexit 
Party will sweep the board.” If 
a deal was done between now 
and the European elections to 
allow a soft Brexit , he said, it 
would be a betrayal, and he 
called for a “peaceful revolu- 
tion” inthe UK. 

Ulster Unionist MEP Jim Ni- 
cholson, speaking, he said, for 
the last time in the parliament 
after 30 years as a member, 
said that the central problem 
of the withdrawal agreement 
remained the backstop. He 
saw no solution by November. 

Sinn Féin’s Martina 
Anderson criticised the Irish 
Government for denying its 
citizens in Northern Ireland 
the right to vote in future 
post-Brexit elections — the 
only state, she said, to do so 
with its non-resident citizens. 


Egyptian MPs 
back plan 
to extend 
Sisi’s rule 


RUTH MICHAELSON 
in Cairo 


The Egyptian president, 
Abdel Fatah al-Sisi, moved a 
step closer to extending his 
rule after lawmakers 
approved sweeping constitu- 
tional amendments that 
could enable him to remain 
in power until 2030. 

The proposed changes 
lengthen presidential terms 
to six years instead of four, 
including Mr Sisi’s current 
mandate. They also increase 
his control over the judiciary 
and confirm the military’s 
role in politics. 

The approval triggered a 
swift national referendum to 
confirm the amendments, 
which also include the crea- 
tion of a vice-presidential 
role and a 25 per cent quota 
for female MPs, to take effect 
from April 22nd. 


Speak out 

The amendments have 
moved quickly through the 
Egyptian legislature since 
they were first proposed in 
early February. Few MPs at- 
tempted to speak out against 
them but those who did 
found their voices drowned 
out bya chorus of nationalist 
fervour. 

Mr Sisi’s supporters claim 
that extending presidential 
terms will benefit the 
country’s stability after he 
swept to power in a coup in 
2013 and won an election 
with 97 per cent of the vote a 
year later. 

Following his re-election 
last year with 97.8 per cent of 
the vote, the next election 
will be in 2024 if the changes 
are confirmed. -Guardian 
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Notre Dame fire aftermath 


World News 9 





Notre Dame’s incalculable damage 
brings with it an infinite sadness 





Lara 
Marlowe 


Some turned to 
history and culture 
in an attempt to 
fathom catastrophe 


France yesterday began the 
painful task of assessing dam- 
age to Notre Dame cathedral, 
which burned for nine hours 
overnight from Monday. 

By morning, the monument 
was a mere skeleton. Firefight- 
ers saved the outer walls, fa- 
cade and two great bell towers. 
Their survival had been “a 
question of 15 minutes to half 
an hour”, said deputy interior 
minister Laurent Nunez. If 
firemen had not risked their 
lives going into the burning 
cathedral, the north tower 
would have collapsed, bringing 
down its twin and the entire 
structure. 

Several photographers were 
allowed to enter the cathedral 
overnight with firefighters. 
Their images show a large, 
golden crucifix hanging intact 
above an unscathed altar. A 
shaft of light from the 
clerestory pierced the transept 
diagonally. Debris smouldered 
on the sanctuary floor. The 
burning red embers of “the 
forest”, as the intricate 13th 
century timber roof frame was 
poetically known, could be seen 
through gaps in the cathedral’s 
vaulted ceiling. An image of 
heaven and hell, simultaneous- 


ly. 


Crown of thorns 

The cathedal’s “treasure”, in- 
cluding the crown of thorns 
which Christ is said to have 
worn on the cross and the tunic 
of the crusader king, Saint 
Louis, were spirited away to 
Paris town hall, across the 
river. Smoke-damaged paint- 
ings will be moved to the Lou- 
vre by week’s end. 

But fire and water did incalcu- 
lable damage. The cathedral’s 
great organ is feared to have 
been damaged by fire hoses. 
The stained glass rose windows 
survived, but may have to be dis- 
mantled. Temperatures in the 
inferno reportedly reached 
800 degrees. 

Stéphane Bern, the journal- 
ist who was appointed by 
President Emmanuel Macron 
to defend France’s architectur- 
al heritage, initially predicted it 
could take up to 50 years to 
reconstruct the cathedral, but 
later revised that downward to 
between 10 and 20 years. 

Culture minister Franck 
Riester said firemen and archi- 
tects on the site were worried. 
“There is a lot of water above 
the vault, carbonised wood 
soaked with water, which is 


m A combination picture 
shows views of Notre-Dame 
Cathedral before and after the 
fire, and (right) debris on the 
floor of the cathedral. 
PHOTOGRAPH: BENOIT TESSIER/ 
REUTERS; GETTY IMAGES 


very heavy... It was built with 
such finesse that when one part 
collapses it threatens the entire 
structure.” 

Two policemen and one 
fireman were slightly wounded 
in the fire. “After more than 
nine hours of intense combat, 
close to 400 Paris firemen 
triumphed over the terrible 
fire,” the fire department 
tweeted. It is rare for such a 
huge fire to claim no fatalities. 

For some, the tragedy was an 
allegory for the Catholic 
Church itself. Sr Agathe, a 
young, Polish-born nun from 


the monastic fraternity of 


Jerusalem, watched the fire 
from a bridge behind the cathe- 
dral. “It makes me think of our 
church, which is going through 
scandals today,” she told Le 
Monde’s reporter Allan Kaval. 
“There is the time of the 
apocalypse,” she said, gestur- 
ing towards the cathedral. 


“And there will be a time of 


rebirth. Like Notre Dame, what 
must be purified will be 


purified, but the essential part, 
the walls, are standing, await- 
ing reconstruction.” 


‘Beyondour frontiers’ 

Mr Macron said he expected 
donations for reconstruction 
would come “from far beyond 
our frontiers”. France’s three 
richest families, the Arnaults, 
Bettencourts and Pinaults, had 


by yesterday pledged a total of 


€500 million. The city of Paris, 
the Ile-de-France region, and 
outlying French regions, the 
computing giant CapGemini, 
the Vinci construction compa- 
ny, France’s largest bank BNP, 





and several business confedera- 
tions promised at least another 


€100 million. By 3pm yesterday 


members of the public had 
contributed €2.5 million via the 
national heritage foundation’s 
website. 

About 14 million people visit 
Notre Dame every year, making 
it the most popular monument 
in Europe. Expressions of sor- 
row and solidarity poured in 
from around the world. US 
president Donald Trump had 
exhorted French firefighters to 
dump tonnes of water on the 
fire from tanker aircraft. 
French civil security responded 


politely, in English, that to doso 
would endanger the fragile 
structure. 

Some turned to history and 
culture in an attempt to fathom 
the catastrophe. Victor Hugo’s 
1831 novel, Notre Dame de 
Paris, shot to the top of the 
best-seller list. Guillaume 
Gallienne, a famous actor with 
the Comédie Francaise, read a 
chilling excerpt, in which the 
great writer imagined the cathe- 
dral in flames, on France Inter 
radio. 


‘Chaotic and furious flame’ 

“All eyes were raised to the top 
of the church,” Gallienne read. 
“What they saw was extraordi- 
nary. At the peak of the highest 
gallery, above the central rose 
window, a great flame rose be- 
tween the two bell towers with 
swirls of sparks, a great, chaotic 
and furious flame, a shred of 
which the wind carried away 
into smoke...” 

In the course of her 850-year 
history, the cathedral had 
known wars and looting, 
Etienne de Montety wrote in Le 
Figaro’s front-page editorial. 
Yet “never before had it under- 
gone an outrage on this scale... 
something of the beauty, the 
grandeur, the soul of France 
has gone up in flames, and the 
news is infinitely sad.” 








m@ Tiernan Dolan created a photographic record of the rebuild of St Mel’s cathedral i 


ecorre 


left, to its complete restoration five years later. PHOTOGRAPHS: ALAN BETSON 


Work will take years, says St Mel’s architect 


Restoration 


SARAH BURNS 


It will likely take at least a year 
for experts to assess the 
damage caused to Notre Dame 
cathedral and come up witha 
plan for its restoration, 
according to an architect who 
helped restore St Mel’s 
cathedral in Longford. 

St Mel’s was badly damaged 
in a fire in December 2009 and 
was fully restored five years lat- 
er, at a cost of €30 million. The 
restoration was led by a team of 
five architects from Fitzgerald 
Kavanagh and Partners. 

Ann Cuffe Fitzgerald, conser- 
vation architect on the project, 
said there was a “tight 


programme?” in place for the 
restoration of St Mel’s. 

“We really worked hard to 
meet that deadline, everybody 
was under pressure,” she told 
The Irish Times. 

“Tt took us five years, which 
was fairly groundbreaking at 
the time. I would think it would 
be years before it [Notre Dame] 
comes back. It'll probably be at 
least a year before they assess 
the damage and come up witha 
plan.” 

Ms Cuffe Fitzgerald de- 
scribed the fire on Monday 
night at the medieval cathedral 
as “an astonishing tragedy for 
European civilisation”. She 
said: “It’s possible with modern 
techniques to replicate an 
enormous amount of stone and 
timber and so on, but what you 


are losing is the quality of 
authenticity. I think that’s an 
important one - the authentici- 
tyin any story,” she said. 
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“The handwork by the 
French through the 13th centu- 
ry and so on... we’ll never get 
that back, no matter what. The 
tools have gone, the people 
have gone. We can make it look 
the same but it isn’t authentic, 
we've lost the craftsmanship.” 

Colm Redmond, lead archi- 
tect on the St Mel’s restoration 
project, said an important 


factor along with damage 
caused to the roof and spire is 
the impact of the fire on the 
building’s stone. 

“The effect the fire had on 
the stone is probably the most 
important thing,” he said. 


‘Crumblesin your fingers’ 
“Different stones are affected 
differently by fire. Granite is a 
much stronger stone and it 
survives the fire very easily; 
marble, which would be found 
on altar areas and the steps — it 
turns into a kind of sugar and so 
it crumbles in your fingers. 
“Limestone actually opens 
up like a book...The stone that 
was mostly used, from having 
been there before, is a 
limestone, a Caen limestone 
predominantly on the outer 
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n Longford from when the building was completely destroyed by fire in 2009, 


surface, but the walls on the 
inside would be quite different. 
I don’t know what stone is on 
the inside but it is a softer stone 
than St Mel’s.” 

Mr Redmond said water 
damage to the cathedral, which 
celebrated its 850th anniversa- 
ry in 2013, would likely be “con- 
siderable”. He added: “The 
thing is to allow it to dry slowly. 
If you were to go in with 
dehumidifiers or heating in 
there, the timber could distort 
and so forth.” 

Seamus Butler, who was the 
chairman of St Mel’s 
restoration committee, said: 
“Our understanding at the time 
is that it [St Mel’s] was the 
biggest restoration of a cathe- 
dral in western Europe. We did 
it on time and on budget.” 








Famed rose windows 
spared but priceless 
artworks harmed 


Four-hundred-year-old paint- 
ings hung high inside Notre 
Dame were damaged by the 
immense fire that engulfed 
the Paris cathedral, but 
emergency workers formed a 
human chain to take gem-stud- 
ded chalices and other price- 
less artefacts out of harm’s 
way. 

Notre Dame’s famed 
stained-glass rose windows 
and most of its many religious 
relics appeared to have es- 
caped the worst of Monday’s 
inferno as well, easing fears 
for the fate of the vast trove of 
artworks in the 800-year-old 
Gothic cathedral. 

Among the most cherished 
articles to make it out 
unscathed was the Sainte 
Couronne (holy crown), made 
of braided reed brought to 
France from Constantinople 
in the 12th century. Though 
lacking its original thorns, the 
crown has been revered as an 
object of Christian worship for 
centuries. 

Gold, silver and gem-inlaid 
chalices, candelabras and 
many other artefacts survived 
the blaze thanks to 
quick-thinking firefighters, 
police and city employees who 
formed a human chain to 
move revered artefacts away 
from the flames. Paris mayor 
Anne Hidalgo tweeted a pic- 
ture of heavy-set candlesticks 
stacked in the safety of nearby 
Paris City Hall. 

Art specialists were still 
poring over the extent of the 
damage to Notre Dame’s 
13th-century south rose win- 
dow, measuring 10m across, 


and other stained-glass mas- 
terpieces still standing after 
the cathedral’s wood-beamed 
roof collapsed. 

“It seems they have not 
been destroyed for now, al- 
though we’ll have to see what 
real state they’re in, and 
whether they can be restored 
properly,” said Maxime Cu- 
munel, secretary general of 
France’s Observatory for Reli- 
gious Heritage. 


‘Avoided acomplete disaster’ 
“We have avoided a complete 
disaster. But some 5-10 per 
cent of the artwork has 
probably been destroyed, we 
have to face up to that,” Mr 
Cumunelsaid. Four of the larg- 
est-scale 17th- and 18th-centu- 
ry paintings depicting scenes 
from the lives of the apostles 
had been damaged, at least in 
part, he added. 

Culture minister Franck 
Riester said the paintings 
were mainly affected by 
smoke damage, rather than by 
flames. 

The artworks, which were 
dampened during the 15-hour 
battle to douse the blaze, will 
be removed from Friday and 
transferred to the Louvre 
museum, where other objects 
will also be kept, for attempts 
at restoration, he added. 

Other relics that made it out 
of the wreckage included a 
tunic worn by Saint Louis, a 
13th-century king of France, 
while the cathedral’s 13-tonne 
bell, its largest, which rings 
sonorously on_ special 
occasions like Easter, was 
spared. — Reuters 





‘Just as 
Jesus rose, 
Notre 
Dame will’ 


Eyewitness 


FREYAMcCLEMENTS 


When Father Aidan Troy 
heard Notre Dame cathedral 
was on fire, he did the only 
thing he could. 

“IT went down to Notre 
Dame, not to do anything, 
but just to pay homage,” he 
said. “There were hundreds 
if not thousands down by the 
river Seine.” 

He stood until after 
midnight, watching the 12th 
century cathedral burn. 
“There was a sombre mood, 
and a mood of reverence, and 
a tremendous sense that we 
were seeing something 
unfold before our eyes that 
nobody could have imag- 
ined.” 

The shock and sorrow 
were palpable. “It was one of 
those moments that just 
touch your soul,” he said. 

Fr Troy, originally from 
Bray, Co Wicklow, knows No- 
tre Dame well. The parish 
priest at St Joseph’s in Paris, 
the city’s English-speaking 
parish, he goes to the cathe- 
dral once a week for evening 
prayer and for Confession. 

“My parish church was 
burnt down last night,” he 
said. 

“That’s my local church. 
Outside of my own church, 
there is no other church in 
Paris that I would have used 
as much as Notre Dame. It’s 
an active, working parish as 
wellas an iconic building.” 
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He is relieved that much 
has been rescued. “There are 
things which are particularly 
poignant this week, the 
Crown of Thorns, the relic, 
which was got out. 

“The blessed Sacrament 
came out, and the big crucifix 
above the altar has not gone, 
so we have wonderful things 
to rebuild with.” 

For Fr Troy, the solidarity 
displayed within France and 
around the world has been 
“one of the few good things”. 

“When President Macron 
said last night, we will 
rebuild Notre Dame, stand- 
ing beside him, almost 
unnoticed I thought, was the 
Archbishop of Paris in a grey 
shirt with just a collar and I 
thought, there are church 
and state standing shoulder 
to shoulder. 

“T was looking at tweets 
this morning from the Mus- 
lim community, and from the 
Jewish community, and from 
all over France and from all 
over the world saying we all 
stand together on this one, 
the heart has been burnt out 
of the city.” 

Such is the significance of 
Notre Dame, says Fr Troy. 
“This isn’t just a Catholic 
story, it’s a story about 
humanity.” 

As the rebuilding starts, he 
said, “honestly, I think it’s go- 
ing to be a bit like Ground 
Zero. “I may not live to see it, 
but I knowit will come back. 

“It’s a bit like the story of 
this week, there will be a 
resurrection, I’ve absolutely 
no doubt about that. 

“Just as Jesus Christ rose, 
Notre Dame will rise.” 
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Climbing towards a more moral 
existence one peak at a time 


New York Times opinion columnist David Brooks gets up the noses of liberals, but he also gets plenty of vitriol 
from the other side. And after almost two decades in the trenches, he’s making the move to higher ground 


Joe Humphreys 


ou can tell the sort of guy David 

Brooks is from his Twitter feed. A 

polite comment about women’s 

sport being better to watch than 
men’s is condemned for “value signaling”. 
A suggestion that “there’s room for a party 
that is economically left and socially right” 
prompts the accusation that he is 
sugar-coating racism. And the sharing of 
an excerpt from his new book, The Second 
Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life, 
unleashes a scattershot of snide remarks 
about his personal life. 

Brooks is, in other words, a guy used to 
getting shedloads of abuse. 

“Ttry to have a civil, gentle tone but that 
seems to set people off even more.” He 
laughs grimly. “They would like it if I were 
angry.” 

Indeed, the very idea of Brooks is 
enough to cause some people offence. 
Notionally a moderate Republican — his 
ideological lodestar is the Dublin-born “fa- 
ther of modern conservatism” Edmund 
Burke - Brooks started writing for the New 
York Times in September 2003. 

“When I was hired, I was told I was as 
conservative as our readers could stand. 
And I’m not sure how conservative I am 
any more but I will say it’s harder to be in 
this job than it used to, just because the 
comments are so much more vicious and 


the level of rancour and hatred and 
resentment, I feel, it’s two or three times 
higher than it was even 10 years ago.” 

Described by one critic as the “weekly 
punching bag of the millennials”, Brooks 
has developed a style of column that 
blends pop psychology with folksy wisdom 
underscored by a deep sincerity that really 
gets up the noses of diehard liberals. But, 
he says, “when I go into the country, into 
red America, I feel it just as strongly from 
the other side. People feel uninhibited, or 
people feel they are doing a righteous 
thing by condemning you in the most 
vicious personal terms. It’s as if you prove 
your virtue not by how compassionate you 
can be but by how indignant you can be.” 

None of this is to say Brooks should be 
pitied; he can dish out the odd snarky 
remark and he gets plenty of public praise 
too. Rather, Brooks’s experience can be 
seen as a measure of the health of the body 
politic - an indicator of whether our 
society is capable of rationally debating 
certain issues. 

Is it possible to address our common 
problems despite individual flaws and 
prejudices? Is it possible to find common 
purpose? These are the questions at the 
heart of Brooks’s latest project, and yet 
before even taking flight you can sense the 
crosshairs lining up from the ground. 

By talking about human purpose, 
Brooks takes on that most weighty of 
problems - the meaning of life, what Terry 
Eagleton calls “a subject fit for either the 
crazed or the comic”. Following in the trail 


of Viktor Frankl, Dorothy Day and 
countless other philosophisers, Brooks 
asks: “How is it that on this biggest 
question of all, we have nothing to say?” 

Across more than 300 pages of heartfelt 
prose, Brooks reworks the problem into a 
neat story. You’ve a choice between two 
mountains in life. The first is all about 
material success and personal happiness. 
The second is about serving others and 
sacrifice. 

Brooks bolsters the thesis with 
examples of volunteers, social workers 
and everyday saints who he has met in 
recent years for Weave, a project of the 
nonprofit Aspen Institute. He says people 





struggle to commit to higher ideals “partly 
because we emphasise freedom a lot. We 
think life is a series of experiences we 
have ... but I think after a while even that 
begins to tire. You have eight million 
different sunsets but you’re not really 
planted with people. So this book is an 
argument against freedom, against that 
kind of personal freedom, and it’s for the 
idea of actually planting yourself down.” 

A criticism of the book is that it ignores 
the role the economy plays in incentivising 
individualism and moral indifference. Can 
you really build communities without 
tackling America’s underlying economic 
ideology? “I do think capitalism encourag- 


m David Brooks: ‘| think we just talk 
too much about politics and not enough 
about the things that actually shape 
people’s lives.’ 


es that dog-eat-dog competition,” Brooks 
replies, “but in earlier eras, when we were 
much poorer than we are now, people had 
built opposing moral systems to sort of 
push against the moral effects of 
capitalism, to create community in the 
face of capitalism.” 


The growth of tribalism 
As a Burkean conservative, you’d expect 
nothing less; Brooks isn’t one for leading 
revolutions. He does believe, however, 
America needs to resist the growth of 
tribalism — what he calls “a bad attempt to 
create community”. And he puts an 
optimistic gloss on current affairs. “The 
election of Trump introduced people to 
their own country; they did not recognise 
the country that voted for him. They did 
notknow alot of this pain existed ... AndI 
think that’s made millions of people leap 
into action to say: ‘What can I do to heal the 
pain, build solidarity, reduce alienation?” 
Inevitably, Brooks’s observations are 
bound up with the stage of life he’s at. 
“What makes life worth living? No child 
asks itself that question,” says the 
Norwegian writer Karl Ove Knausgaard. 
Brooks says he has spent most of his life 
scrambling up the first mountain, and he is 


sceptical of the suggestion that he could 
have been talked out of this course in his 
youth. 

Asked what he would say to the early 
David Brooks if he could speak to him, he 
replies: “I guess in my case it would be: 
‘What level of consciousness are you living 
on? I wassomehow able to live more on the 
surface of life... As long as people liked 
my articles or I was reasonably popular, 
and as long as I wasn’t doing any real harm 
in the world, I was sort of content with 
that. And after a while, the sins of omission 
began to pile up and the lack of actual 
relationships began to pile up.” 

Could asmart argument, or some words 
of wisdom, have persuaded him to change 
his ways? 

“Yeah, no, I read a lot of these books; so 
they didn’t work. They say you can be 
knowledgeable with other men’s 
knowledge but you can’t be wise with other 
men’s wisdom. I think you have to have the 
experiences yourself.” 





I'm not sure how 
conservative I am any 
more, but I will say it’s 
harder to be in this job 
than it used to, just because 
the comments are so much 
more vicious and the level 
of rancour and hatred and 
resentment, I feel, it’s two 
or three times higher than 
it was even 10 years ago 


Now aged 57, Brooks divorced his first 
wife in 2013 and four years later he 
married his researcher, 23 years his jun- 
ior. His changed personal circumstances 
coincided with a “most unexpected turn” 
towards religion. 

The description of this spiritual evolu- 
tion — his rejection of the “surprisingly 
untroubling” condition of atheism — is not 
something you tend to hear from a 
journalist. But maybe that’s the fault of 
journalism. Does the media fail to speak 
the things that matter most to people? 

“Yeah, I think we do. Partly, I think we 
just talk too much about politics and not 
enough about the things that actually 
shape people’s lives. And second, we do 
have an air of irony and cynicism about us 
as we go into journalism, and anybody who 
leads with vulnerability is liable to get 
poked.” 

Brooks’ willingness to be “a little 
vulnerable” results in a refreshing honest 
confession, even though some anti-Catho- 
lics will use it as an excuse for dismissing 
his entire oeuvre. There’s no top-of-the- 
mountain moment; no parting of the skies 
or sudden rapture. Just a friendly, gentle 
nudging toward the conclusion that real 
joy lies in moral commitment. 

The second mountain is “really just a 
narrative device for people who move 
from one moral system to another. No one 
wants to read a straight moral diatribe — 
‘The country’s going to hell’ - they want to 
read something with a story arc.” 

Where next for Brooks? One senses his 
religious journey is only just beginning. 
While he was born into a Jewish family in 
Toronto, he is more drawn today to 
Christian teaching. “I am still in this weird 
position of feeling connections to both 
religious camps. My only solace is that 
Jesus himself didn’t think he was a 
Christian. He thought he was Jewish so 
that’s a good model.” 

You can almost hear the keyboard 
snipers reloading, but Brooks makes clear 
that he has no messiah complex. 

Asked where he’d locate himself 
orologically, he replies: “I’d say I’m in the 
foothills of the second mountain. One of 
the nice things about mountains is you can 
see them from a long way off - so you can 
kind of see where you have to go, but for 
me the struggle against self-centredness 
and ego is something that ever goes away.” 


The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral 
Life by David Brooks is published by Allen 
Lane (£20 hardback) 


Late romantic opera soars with intensity in Korngold’s masterpiece 
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Classical Music 


The huge orchestra 
required for Die tote Stadt 
made the NCH right 

for the Irish premiere 


ie tote Stadt (The Dead City), Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold’s third opera, 
provides an almost textbook exam- 
ple of the vagaries of operatic fortune. In 
December 1920 the 23-year-old composer 
had the honour of simultaneous premieres 
in Hamburg and Cologne. Korngold at- 
tended the Hamburg premiere, and was 
also involved in another production 600 
miles away, the Viennese premiere, which 
would take place in January 1921. 
The work made its way to New York lat- 
er that year, and was in demand in Germa- 


ny for more than a decade until it was sup- 
pressed by the Nazis. Its later revival be- 
gan in earnest in the 1970s, sparked by the 
first commercial recording, made in Mu- 
nich in 1975 under Erich Leinsdorf. 
Growth in interest since then has been 
steady and the operais now generously rep- 
resented on CD and DVD. 

The story, set in late 19th-century Brug- 
es, is based on George Rodenbach’s novel 
(and later play) Bruges-la-Morte. It tells of 
Paul, aman obsessed with the memories of 
his late wife, Marie. He has a shrine devot- 
ed to her in their home. When he sees her 
Doppelganger in the street — a dancer, 
Marietta-—he can’t resist, and invites her to 
visit him. They make love, which leaves 
him hugely conflicted, and in an argument 
he strangles Marietta — with a braid of his 
wife’s hair. Then he wakes up and realises 
it was all a dream. But the dream serves to 
focus him on the future rather than the 
past, and he decides to leave the city of the 
dead. 

You might think Wexford Festival Op- 
era would be the obvious place for an Irish 
premiere to take place. But the huge or- 
chestra required is well beyond the capaci- 
ty of any Irish theatre to accommodate, 
and lush orchestration is such a feature of 
the piece that any cut-down version would 
compromise one of the opera’s key fea- 
tures. . 

The RTE National Symphony Orchestra 


took on what is often described as 
Korngold’s masterpiece in a concert 
performance at the National Concert Hall 
on Friday. The undertaking was clearly in- 
tended as a vehicle for soprano Celine By- 
rne, whose name in the orchestra’s adver- 
tisements was printed at twice the size of 
the composer’s, and nearly six times the 
size of tenor Charles Workman’s, even 
though it is Workman who was taking on 


the opera’s central role. 
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Byrne did not disappoint, and neither 
did Workman. Simply put, both got to sing 
their hearts out, soaring with searing inten- 
sity over the elaborate colours and tex- 
tures of the orchestra, Byrne ardent and en- 
gaged, Workman heroic and intense. 

The manner of the music is late roman- 
tic: Richard Strauss with a few layers of 
complexity shorn off and without the har- 
monic richness — or, if you prefer, a kind of 
1920s cutting-edge musical experience for 
people who never really liked cutting-edge 
music. 


m The high point of Music Current was 
the performance of Los Angeles 
composer Steven Takasugi’s Sideshow 





That may sound disparaging, but as an 
extended display of orchestral and vocal 
sensuality Die tote Stadt is pretty effective. 
Conductor Patrik Ringborg was an unfail- 
ingly sure-footed guide, the NSO was in 
fine form, the smaller roles were well tak- 
en, and the choral contributions — from a 
specially assembled chorus and the choris- 
ters of the Choir of St Patrick’s Cathedral - 
all contributed strongly. 


Mendelssohn's Lobgesang 
The Irish Chamber Orchestra and Cham- 
ber Choir Ireland joined forces at Christ 
Church Cathedral on Wednesday for a per- 
formance of Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang, a 
“symphony-cantata” first performed in 
1840 to celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
Gutenberg’s invention of printing using a 
metal movable-type printing press. 
Conductor Jérg Widmann drove the 
piece with high energy. The choral singing 
was first rate. And the vocal soloists — so- 
pranos Genia Kiihmeier and Anna Devin, 
and tenor Colin Balzer — projected strong- 
ly and musically. What was not to like? 
Well, the composer used a motto theme, 
heard at the start of the work, and worked 
it far too hard for what it had to yield. 


Music Current festival 

Composers working ideas too hard and 
milking them for ideas they can’t really 
yield is a regular feature of the Music Cur- 


rent festival, which takes place every April 
at Smock Alley. The festival is in many 
ways the opposite of New Music Dublin. 
The venue is small, the focus is on works 
with amplification and electronics, and a 
community of composers is created anew 
for each year’s festival. 

This year’s high point was the perfor- 
mance of Los Angeles composer Steven 
Takasugi’s Sideshow, an hour-long work 
for amplified ensemble and electronic play- 
back that occupied the composer from 
2009 to 2015. 

As the name suggests, the work is theat- 
rical as well as musical. Coney Island’s 
amusement parks are the reference point, 
and the composer describes the piece as “a 
meditation on virtuosity, freak shows, en- 
tertainment, spectacle, business and the 
sacrifices one makes to survive in the 
world”. 

The players of Ensemble Tzara, looking 
like hatless mimics of The Blues Brothers, 
and with faces functioning like masks, 
went through mesmerising changes of 
character, from puppets to shivering zom- 
bies to robots gone wrong. 

Takasugi’s intricate writing blurs the 
line between what you see and what you 
hear, between what the players are actual- 
ly doing and what comes from the electron- 
ics. And he does all of this with a sense of 
connectedness, of trajectory that made the 
hour simply fly by. 
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A woman with the cure said 
oatmeal could fix my heart 


*m too old to drive all the way to Dublin 
any more, with a delicate heart, sol 
stopped at Maynooth last week and got 
the train. 

There were two women sitting in front of 
me discussing dogs. It started with finger- 
nails. 

The young one said, “Mammy, I’m 
getting me nails done tomorrow.” 

“What colour?” asked the mother. 





“Nude,” the daughter replied. 

“That would be a good colour for the 
dog,” mammy joked. 

And they fell silent for along as they both 
gazed at their phone screens. 

“Look at this one,” the daughter said. 
Isn’t he gorgeous?” 

Mammy looked over. 

“What kind ofa dog is that?” 

“Tt’s aGerman shepherd,” the daughter 





replied. 

“He’s too hairy,” mammysaid. “Anda 
German shepherd would shed all over the 
sofa.” 

“Yeah, but we could get one of them 
Dyson vacuums.” 

“That would cost more than the dog,” 
mammy warned. 

“Or we could keep him shaved,” the 
daughter added. 

“You can’t shave an Alsatian,” mammy 
said. 

“He’s a German shepherd,” the daugh- 
ter retorted. 

“Well, wherever he’s from, it’s no good, 
cos he wouldn’t be able to talk to you in 
English.” 

And then she told the daughter a story 
about a neighbour who once had a German 
shepherd. 

“And he wouldn’t obey any commands,” 
mammy said. “Butif anyone ever spoke 
German to him, he was liable to tear their 
face off.” 


Surreal play of human instincts 

Idozed all the way to Connolly Station, 
relishing their sweet voices and lack of any 
rational thought. Iam happiest in a world 
of absurdities. My anxieties dissolve, 








I dozed all the way to 
Connolly Station, 

relishing their sweet voices 
and lack of any rational 
thought. Iam happiest 

in a world of absurdities 


listening to the surreal play of human 
instincts. 

“We’ll find the right one in the end,” 
mammy said. “Sure a little dog would lift 
your heart.” 

Iremember once getting advice froma 
woman about my own heart. She was an old 
lady who lived on a halting site and she had 
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‘I’m the happiest 


person on earth here’ 


After more than a decade in Ireland, Diana Bucko strongly believes she 
made the right decision to leave Latvia and bring up her son in Cork 


Diana Bucko 
From Latvia. Arrived in 2008 





Sorcha Pollak 


rowing up in Latvia Diana 
Bucko’s dream was to join the po- 
lice force. 

“Tt was just something in me 
and nobody could understand where it 
came from. We had no one in the family in 
the guards, none of my cousins. My mum 
used to say I can picture you sitting in the 
office or the bank. She forced me to get a 
degree in accounting and economics. But I 
never worked a day in that area.” 

More than a decade has passed since 
Bucko last put on her police uniform. She 
wistfully recalls the days she spent patrol- 
ling the streets of Riga with her colleagues 
as ahappy, fulfilling time in her life. 

“T liked the people. We were young and 
I'd always wanted to do that. When you 
achieve what you want you’re just flying. 
Before the recession I could never imagine 
myself living in another country. Before 
the recession we were happy, we had mon- 
ey, we had work.” 

Bucko moved to Ireland from Latvia in 
May 2008 on atrial basis. Her relationship 
with her husband had recently fallen apart 
and she was eager to make a new start at 
life. 

“Tnever thought I would leave the police 
and they kept a place for me during my 


maternity leave. But then we got divorced 
and the recession happened and I said I 
won't be able to live on this money. That 
was when everyone was leaving. I realised 
[had to move too. 

Bucko asked her ex-husband to join her 
but he chose to stay in Riga. Many of her 
friends didn’t support her decision to leave 
her son with his grandparents while she in- 
vestigated the opportunities available in 
Ireland. 

“When I left, all of them were judging 
me. I’d left my son with my mum; it’s not 
like I left him with the neighbour. I said, 
‘Look, I have to try. It’s for my future and 
my son’s future.’ My friends all stayed in 
their workplace but Ihad to go. There was 
nomoney there. I know money is not every- 
thing but it’s very important, and I had a 
small child. I wasn’t scared but a lot of my 
friends, they don’t like change. They don’t 
like going out of their comfort zone.” 

Bucko, who was 25 at the time, founda 
job in a pub in Cork and moved in with 
some friends. After about six months she 
organised a creche for her son, Artyom, 
and brought him over to Ireland. She con- 
tinued working in the pub while her friend, 
who shared the house, looked after Arty- 
om. 


Dream job 

Bucko initially planned to join the Garda 
Siochana and took a course in police and se- 
curity studies. However, when offered the 
chance to join a Garda training course in 
Templemore, she turned it down. 

“My dream job was to be a guard but 
then you have to understand that some- 
times you have to move on. My kid was too 
small, I couldn’t go there for six months. I 
had no family here. Basically your hands 
are tied. If l went somewhere a neighbour 
looked after him.” 

She eventually decided to take a year off 
work to care full time for her boy. 

“T remember I was working in retail at 


the time and I had to bring him to hospital. 
He was constantly sick. I was also doing an 
assignment for college and he was asking, 
‘Mum, can you play with me?’ He said, 
‘You’re constantly doing your assign- 
ments’, and I felt so guilty. So I decided: ’m 
going to stay home with him.” 

Bucko relied on social welfare support 
during the year she spent at home with her 
son. “You would never have this support in 
Latvia. But you can’t be constantly on so- 
cial welfare. You have to move forward. A 
lot of people come over here and stay on 
the dole but why? I don’t understand that. I 
hate lazy people, it drives me mad.” 





Before the recession 

I could never imagine 
myself living in another 
country. Before the 
recession we were 
happy, we had money, 
we had work 


Artyom is now lland will be starting sec- 
ondary school next September. Acting on 
the advice of his teachers, Bucko has decid- 
ed to send him to the Irish-speaking sec- 
ondary school in Cork city. 

“T went to the parent-teacher meeting 
and they said, ‘Do you know what percent- 
age he gotin Irish? It was 90 per cent.’ He’s 
a bit of a nerd but that’s a good thing. I 
think if you’re in an Irish-speaking school 
you do better and he’s so excited about it.” 

She tries to speak Russian at home to 
maintain her son’s connection with his 


m Diana Bucko: ‘I wasn't scared but a lot 
of my friends, they don’t like change.’ 
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family background but finds he prefers 
chatting in English. 

“A few days ago I was downstairs watch- 
ing a movie, and my son was upstairs chat- 
ting with his friends and they were having 
alaugh. Andin that moment I thought, I’m 
so happy for him. I can’t even explain it to 
you but it was hearing him being fluent in 
English. I felt so happy in that moment.” 


Hotel work 

Bucko is currently working in the accom- 
modation section of the Cork Internation- 
al Hotel but is looking forward to starting 
training later this year in hotel reception 
work. 

“T have a diploma but I don’t have 
experience. It’s an 18-month course and 
they move you to different departments 
and between different hotels. It will help 
me to understand even more how it all 
works.” 

After more than a decade inthe country, 
Bucko strongly believes she made the right 
decision in bringing her son up in Cork. 

“Tt all works here. Even considering ’m 
asingle mum, it doesn’t bother me. The stu- 
pidest question I ever heard was, ‘why are 
you constantly smiling, what’s wrong with 
you?’ I’m the happiest person on earth 
here. A lot of people around me are con- 
stantly complaining, but if you find a job 
you love, then you never have to work a day 
in your life. If you don’t like your job, then 
changeit.” 


We would like to hear from people 
who have movedto Ireland inrecent 
times. To getinvolved, email 
newtotheparish@irishtimes.com. 
@newtotheparish 





many cures. 

“Tcureda man one time who was given 
up for dead in Cavan hospital,” she de- 
clared. 

“What was wrong with him?” I won- 
dered. 

“He was very poor with the heart,” she 
said. “He lived this side of Mullingar. He 
hada goat and a couple of little hens and he 
was a great man to chat.” 

“And did you cure him?” [wondered. 

“Oh, Icured several with the heart,” she 
said proudly. “And cures is not as plentiful 
as they were in the old days. Nowadays they 
are as scarce as hen’s teeth.” 

She looked at me and said, “But you look 
very poorly, sir. You look as sick as a small 
hospital.” 

Solasked her what precisely was 
involved in the cure of the heart. 

“Oatmeal,” she said. “I take a bit of the 
oatmeal, maybe two handfuls, and I putit 
intoa cup and I put ahankie over the cup 
and I rub it all over the chest and lungs. And 
when I take off the hankie, half the meal 
might be gone out of the cup. That’s the 
truth.” 

She lifted the mug she had been drinking 
from off the table and held it up. 

“A cup that size,” she said. “And the meal 





gone. It sank down. Because the heart was 
low.” 

“And is that the cure?” I wondered. 

“Yes,” she said. “But it must be done 
three times. So I fill the cup with the meal 
again. And I bring the meal to the level of 
the cup. And I throw the white hankie over 
it. AndI giveitashake. AndI go all around 
the person’s back this time with the mug of 
oatmeal. And when I take off the cloth, the 
oatmeal is gone down again. Three times! 
do it. And ifI done that to you, there 
mightn’t be a grain of oatmeal left in the 
cup afterwards.” 

limagined the oats moving through the 
skin and the chest and being soaked up by 
the heart’s blood like an engine clogged 
with oil might be dried out by the applica- 
tion of asponge. 

“But where did the oats go?” I wondered. 

“Well, of course I never told anybody 
that,” she said, laughing, and clearly, she 
wasn’t going to tell me either. 

No matter what she said about my own 
heart, I didn’t take her seriously. Although 
years later, as I watched a holistic therapist 
pass crystals over a man’s body at Electric 
Picnic to dispel negative energy, she 
returned to my mind, with all the poetic 
charm of her ancient cures. 





The natural birth 
movement has a 
lot to answer for 





The supposed nobility 
of bearing pain is a 
common feature of 
womanhood 


6 he did it all herself! No 
drugs!” Thad to smothera 
scoff as I listened to this 
phrase uttered by a man I 

know, followed swiftly by asmug 

smile pinching its way across his face. 

His wife had given birth a few days 
before, and he was heaping praise 
upon her “Trojan effort” and “steely 
resolve” in bringing their child into 
the world without the helpful effects 
of pain medication. 

Itisn’t the choice to go without 
pain meds that irked me, and his 
pride in his wife’s achievement in 
bringing anew human being into the 
world is certainly nothing to be 
scoffed at. Rather it was the metric by 
which he judged her achievement as 
amother. It reflected that insuffera- 
ble attitude that still inheres towards 
women - often furthered by women 
themselves - that the measure of a 
good mother is how willing she is to 
get up on across and experience 
agony. 

It has its origins undoubtedly in 
Christian philosophicalideas, and 
Kant has some input too, but the idea 
that sacrifice is a vehicle of love, and 
that a noble way of expressing love 
and commitment to a person, cause 
or ideais to bear as much pain as 
possible in the name of it, isa com- 
mon feature of womanhood. 

The “natural birth” movement 
eschews and encourages women to 
eschew the benefits of technologies 
such as drugs and Caesarean section 
ata philosophical level. It views these 
things as bad except as avery last 
resort, and argues that women’s 
bodies are naturally responsive to the 
deep, instinctual rhythms and 
impulses of vaginal birth. 


Maternal failure 
Anyone who wants to give birth 
without medication should of course 
do it, provided they alsomake 
provision for any complications that 
could arise - natural birthisn’t a 
problem and women’s choices should 
be respected. The problem is the 
proliferation of the attitude that 
having an epidural is the first failure a 
mother can inflict upon her child, or 
that undergoing anatural birth isin 
some way mothering or “womaning” 
better. 

In Push Back: Guilt in the Age of 
Natural Parenting, obstetrician and 
gynaecologist Dr Amy Tuteur 





criticises the natural birth movement 
at length. All pain relief entails risk. 
Tuteur asks why epidural is the only 
form of pain relief whose risks are 
discussed in such detail -the risk ofa 
baby being harmed byan epidural is 
theoretical. The risk of a baby being 
harmed by attempted vaginal birth 
bya mother who has previously had a 
Caesarean section is very real and far 
greater than any potential risk of 
epidural. 

If risk is what really matters, why 
are natural birth advocates encourag- 
ing the latter but demonising the 
former? Tuteur laments that calculat- 
edrisks that benefit mothers are not 
considered valid, when the mother’s 
wellbeing during and after birth has a 
material impact on the baby’s 
wellbeing. 

Philosophy is in part anincredibly 
useful tool because it necessitates 
constantly questioning where ideas 
come from, no matter how estab- 
lished they may be, as well as examin- 
ing the merits of their content. The 
only thing bad ideas need to become 
standardised is passive acceptance 
and time. 

Although the natural childbirth 
movement as we knowit nowis 
responsible for many beneficial and 
important changes-—suchas the 
opening of delivery rooms to male 
partners —it started with British 
obstetrician Grantly Dick-Read, who 
was a eugenicist and concerned by 
what he observed as areduced birth 
rate among white middle-class 
women and increased rates among 
non-whites. 





Availing of the many 
benefits of technology is 
seen as an indication of 
women’s inferior 
commitment to birth 
and motherhood 


Dick-Read argued that “primitive” 
women did not experience pain in 
childbirth. The pain, he lied, was in 
the minds of “overcivilised” upper- 
and middle-class white women. His 
aim with this shaming tactic was to 
encourage women to have more 
children, and delegitimise their fears 
around birth and pain. This diminish- 
ing of all women’s pain during birth, 
as well as the complications that do 
often arise, isa legacy that lives on. 

Still, availing of the many benefits 
of technology is seen as an indication 
of women’s inferior commitment to 
birth and motherhood. A re-examina- 
tion of our attitudes in this arena is 
badly needed. As Tuteur says, 
childbirth is not inherently safe - 
obstetrics, anaesthesia and C-sec- 
tions have made it safe. Thank 
goodness for that. 





BAL pain relief entails risk. Why is epidural the only form whose risks are 
discussed in such detail? PHOTOGRAPH: GETTY IMAGES 
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Can Irish 
banks ever 
change their 
culture? 








ears ago when assigned to cover a 
Bank of Ireland agm, I was 
charmed to find that we were 
looking at a “court of directors” 
rather thana regular old board. Bankers 
have always used different language to 
distinguish themselves and their activities 
from say, your local supermarket. When 


caught with their hand in the till, instead of 
calling it a rip-off - entailing lies, bullying, 
lost homes and ruined lives plus the 
destruction of trust in an essential social 
and economic pillar—they talk about 
“cultural failings” and “improving on 
customer focus”. Eleven years on from the 
crash, they still talk about the struggle to 


get out of “firefighting” mode and the need 
for more diversity to get rid of the group- 
think (Note: to the end of 2017, men had 
been appointed to nine out of 10 of the 
most senior and influential roles in Irish 
retail banks). And yes, they still talk about 
that risky tendency to “groupthink”, eight 
years after Peter Nyberg featured it 
heavily in his report. 

I was never sure about the usefulness of 
the term. It suggests that bankers were 
just a wee bit thoughtless and excitable ina 
teenagery way. So there’s no harm in 
recalling how they-and our political 
masters — wilfully missed the thunderous 
indicators that led up to that disaster. 


Creditcards 

In December 2005, when asteady stream 
of statistics from the Central Bank showed 
that we were living beyond our means, 
Ireland had been named the second most 
indebted country in the EU and we owed 
about €2.1 billion on credit cards (half of 
which were being repaid monthly by only 
the minimum amounts), I set out to 
reconcile this with the crazed Christmas 
queues in Brown Thomas. It made no 
sense. A spokesman for Mabs-—the Money 
Advice and Budgeting Service financed by 
the Department of Social and Family 
Affairs - remarked that more than a third 
of Mabs clients were coming from the 


middle-income bracket whereas 13 years 
before, 90 per cent of its clients had been 
on social welfare. Asummer 2005 report 
by ITB (since rebranded as KBC) and the 
Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRD), based ona survey of personal debt, 
suggested that even then, one in five 
borrowers -— about one quarter ofa million 
—were finding their debts to be a heavy 
burden. 

All that and more appeared in an article 
in January 2006, under the headline, “The 
Irish are the EU’s second most indebted 
people. Is easy credit aliberator ora 
disaster waiting to happen?”. 

Three years before that, David McWil- 
liams was telling Prime Time that “today 
in Ireland the price of the average house is 
close to 10 times the average wage . . . Be- 
hind this nonsense is excessive and 
irresponsible lending from our financial 
institutions.” 

All these alarms were flashing many 
years before Lehman Brothers filed for 
bankruptcy but it just didn’t suit the 
banking culture to heed them. What has 
changed? 

Regulation got serious with legislation 
and new bodies to quell any determined 
backsliding. The Protected Disclosures 
Act, passed in 2014, gives whistleblowers a 
range of sturdy protections against 
employer reprisals. Legislation is also 








Eleven years on from the 
crash, they still talk about 
the struggle to get out of 
‘firefighting’ mode and the 
need for more diversity to 
get rid of the groupthink 


promised —- sometime - to make senior 
executives accountable for their actions. 

Yet exhaustingly, there is still this 
“culture” in banking that must be tackled, 
we are told. So this week the five big banks 
showed willing to chide themselves by 
launching the Irish Banking Culture Board 
(IBCB), headed by a former Court of 
Appeal judge. It also includes the head of 
Ulster Bank and senior executives from 
AIB, Bank of Ireland, Permanent TSB, and 
KBC Bank. Howlikely are they to drive the 
kind of turnaround that puts people before 
profit? 

Weare told that the IBCB will not fix the 
problem “overnight” but we already knew 





that. Suchis the dissonance between 
senior banker “culture” and ordinary folk 
that, at the height of the tracker revela- 
tions, a vigorous campaign was being 
waged to restore executive banker bonus- 
es. Imagine your supermarket manage- 
ment team trying that on in the face ofa 
major horseburger scandal. 


Sliver of light 

There is a sliver of light in this week’s 
news, contained in an industry-wide 
survey that, on the face of it, seemed 
wholly negative. Of the 15,000 bank staff 
who responded, more than one-third said 
that in the past year they had wanted to 
raise a concern about issues related mainly 
to their company not acting in the best 
interests of customers or clients. Worse, 
two in five or less than half those worried 
workers felt able to speak up about their 
concerns; they feared it would be held 
against them or that nothing would come 
of it. 

Nowturn that figure around. Three in 
five of that 5,000 or so who had concerns 
about their employers’ values or conduct 
towards customers had the courage to step 
forward and speak their minds. That’s 
about 3,000 bank workers who cared 
enough about you and me to feel the fear — 
or the futility — and do it anyway. 

It’snot a bad place to start. 






Michael O’Loughlin 
Opinion 


European Union has 
looked to the past for 
shared iconography to 
forge loyalty in its citizens 


ike half the world, it seems, I’ve 

always felt a slight but real connec- 

tion to “Our Lady of Paris”, as 

Victor Hugo called the cathedral of 
Notre Dame of Paris. 

For some happy months I spent at the 
Centre Culturel Irlandais in Paris a few 
years ago, my daily walk led me across the 
Seine on the Pont Sully, with a fine view of 
the flying buttresses at the rear of the 
cathedral, which I much preferred to the 
front, with its throngs of tourists. I would 
always pause briefly and look up towards 
her, remembering that it was in this 
building that my wife, as a 16-year-old 
Dutch girl, had sung for the first time in 
public in France. 

Despite this, and despite the normal 
distress at seeing historic buildings 
damaged, I still find something slightly 
odd and disturbing about the outpourings 
of emotion and rhetoric which have 
accompanied the fire on Monday night. 

Youcan’t help suspecting that anerve 
has been touched. But what is it? After all, 
no lives, thankfully, have been lost and 
many artefacts have been rescued. The 
building itself is recoverable. In terms of 
destruction of monuments, it’s important 
to have some context. Much of the impor- 
tant medieval Catholic art and architec- 
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r Notre Dame casts 
European identity 


ture in Europe has been lost or defaced 
down through the centuries. Large 
quantities of masterpieces were destroyed 
by the outburst of Protestant iconoclasm 
in the 16th century, melted down, stolen or 
otherwise obliterated by wars and politi- 
cal upheavals. 

It’s right to treasure what we have, but 
there are other cathedrals, some of them 
magnificent. And Notre Dame can 
apparently be rebuilt. Perhaps the French 
can ask the Germans for some expert 
advice on restoring fire-damaged 
cathedrals? 


Outpouring of emotion 

Commentators have been at pains to say 
that the outpouring of emotion points to 
Notre Dame having an importance which 
is cultural and notjust religious. There 
can be no doubt that Notre Dame has 
played an important part in the history of 
France. It was herein 1572 that Henry IV 
was married, the man who later declared 
that “Paris is worth a Mass”. Here, 
Napoleon was crowned emperor in 1806, 
underlining that the relationship between 
the so-called French laicité and Catholi- 
cism has often been, to say the least, 
pragmatic. Reading and listening to 
accounts of Parisian eyewitnesses today, it 
isremarkable how many refer to cultural 
and historical events, from Victor Hugo to 
De Gaulle and the liberation of Paris. 

The fact is, Notre Dame is a totem of 
French culture, but above all, of /a France 
eternelle. As Emmanuel Macron put it, 
Notre Dame is the “epicentre of our lives”. 
Listening to Macron, it was striking to 
hear how often he, the prophet of the new 
Europe, used words like “nation” and 
“destiny”. 

In the new Europe, will nation states 
still have “destinies”? More importantly, 
what exactly is this destiny? No one is 
under any illusions that Europe is under- 
going an identity crisis, of which Brexit is 
just one symptom. It turns out that vast 
amounts of Europeans are clinging on to, 
or falling back on, identification with 
national and ethnic identities in a way 
many of us thought was obsolescent. 











Austrian president 
Alexander van Beelen 
tweeted, tellingly, that 
the sympathy shown by 
Europe at this disaster 
‘demonstrates the great 
importance of our shared 
cultural and spiritual 
heritage’ 





Looking around for unifying imaginative 
structures to shore it up, to persuade its 
citizens to identify with it in the way they 
identify with the older models, the 
European Union increasingly finds itself 
looking to the past for shared iconogra- 
phy, which can encourage loyalty from its 
citizens, particularly to concepts like 
Charlemagne and the Holy Roman 
Empire. 


Shared heritage 

For example, the Austrian president 
Alexander van Beelen tweeted, tellingly, 
that the sympathy shown by Europe at this 
disaster “demonstrates the great impor- 
tance of our shared cultural and spiritual 
heritage”. So much for the new Europe. 

Here is the problem: how to imaginea 
new Europe which does not base itself on 
the “shared heritage” of the past, a 
heritage which in fact is not shared by 
many ofits citizens. Does Macron, for all 
his federalism, see the new Europeasa 
kind of France writ large, with its shared 
heritage and shared destiny? 

Despite all these reservations, the 
sadness felt by myself and others is also 
real. 

On Monday night I phoned a friend in 
France, and he told me the following 
story. As a teenager in the 1970s he had 
bought some marijuana for the first time, 
in aside street near Notre Dame. As he 
wandered around, late at night, in front of 
the cathedral facade, he was, improbably, 
stopped by two detectives. They searched 
him and found his illegal drugs, a very 
serious offence in France at the time. But 
they simply called him an idiot, and sent 
him on his way. 

Ever since then, he said, he has never 
passed Our Lady of Paris without saluting 
her, convinced it was her intervention that 
got him off. On Monday night he shed a 
tear, and I sympathised. But at the same 
time, this terrible fire may also have 
revealed some serious faultlines in 
thinking about the new Europe. 


Michael O'Loughlin is a poet and 
commentator 





Resignations 
only first step in 
reforming FAI 





Nothing less than 
changing entire 
system of leadership 
will suffice 


he controversy over the 

abject governance of 

Irish football is only 

that - gross mismanage- 
mentin sport. Perspective is 
important; lives aren’t at stake. 
Still, it matters and for those 
invested in the welfare of Irish 
football nothing other than 
regime change will suffice if 
the systemic problems in 
management of the game here 
are to be addressed. 

Reform had to start with 
replacement; that had to be 
the priority. But the problem 
went beyond its principal 
architect and the challenge 
was to correct the damage 
done by aculture of self-inter- 
est that has permeated the 
Football Association of Ireland 
and set back the development 
of Irish football. 

From this perspective, the 
announcement yesterday that 
the board of the FAI will step 
down by June is more signifi- 
cant than the potential 
departure of former chief 
executive John Delaney. 
Delaney has stepped aside 
voluntarily from his newrole 
as executive vice-president 
pending an independent 
review. 

Credit is due to Shane Ross, 
the Minister for Sport, and all 
those who drove the agenda 
hardin recent weeks; more 
still is due to those at the 
vanguard for years like Brian 
Kerr and most football corre- 
spondents, who worked to 
reveal the problems inherent 
at the top of the organisation. 

What was remarkable about 
yesterday’s announcement 
was that less than 24 hours 
earlier the board had appeared 
ready to defy the imperative of 
removing Delaney. It an- 
nounced that Delaney “volun- 
teered to step aside pending an 
independent review”, and 
bizarrely, despite the board’s 
decision to resign, this remains 
the case at the time of writing. 


Football has suffered 

This mustn’t be overlooked; 
football here has suffered 
under Delaney’s stewardship 
because, in part, its largely 
arcane structures facilitated 
his mode of “leadership”, 
described this week by former 
FAI president Des Casey as 
“autocratic”. 

The FAI board had been 
moulded to suit Delaney, but 
so too were other organisation- 
al features of the FAI, and 
therein lies future risk. 
Counterintelligence experts 
talk of the risks in removing 
senior figures in organisations 
but failing to break up the 
organisational structure. 

With the board now gone, 
even any future full removal of 





Delaney should be seen in that 
context; without reform of the 
organisational structure, the 
fundamentals will not change. 
The outside change-agents 
cannot lose their nerve. 


Future direction 

The Government has one 
chance to influence the FAI’s 
future direction. If the board’s 
resignation is followed by 
Delaney’s, there will be cause 
for optimism. But the critical 
questions are: where will the 
new board be drawn from, and 
how independent can it be? 

The Government acted 
astutely in the past fortnight, 
but it must understand that 
nothing less than regime 
change - meaning the replace- 
ment of the system of leader- 
ship - will suffice. 

The FAI’s independence is 
paramount. The Government 
must tread carefully, as 
anything approaching direct 
intervention could prompt 
Uefa sanctions against the 
Republic. The Government 
should engage positively and 
constructively towards an 
outcome that Uefa could 
support. Public funding should 
continue to be withheld until 
the necessary clearout and 
satisfactory transition arrange- 
ments are agreed. 

The urgency of recent 
weeks needs now to be re- 
placed by patience; establish- 
ing the necessary change will 
require a considered transi- 
tion, and that’s vital to any 
complete transformation in 
the governance of Irish 
football. An effective transi- 
tion, managed by an experi- 
enced and skilled sports 
administrator, could lead to 
the appointment of a board 
under the leadership of an 
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funding 
should continue to 
be withheld until 
the necessary 
clear-out and 
satisfactory 
transition 
arrangements are 
agreed 


independent chair by the 
autumn. Only then should the 
FAI recruit a new chief 
executive. 

Delaney should resign his 
position with Uefa. Should he 
refuse, Uefa must be encour- 
aged to revoke it. It’s simple: if 
you don’t have the confidence 
of your national association, 
you've no entitlement to 
represent it internationally. 
Only arrogance could con- 
vince you otherwise. 

It’s true that media interest 
in the conduct of one sports 
federation can seem dispropor- 
tionate. 

However, aside effect of 
addressing fully its deficien- 
cies, by way of full regime 
change, would be that, in 
future, those in charge are 
content to stay in the back- 
ground and allow only its 
athletes to have the profile and 
the attention that football 
attracts. 


Fintan Drury is a former 
League of Ireland player, 
founder and chief executive of 
sports management company 
Platinum One UK, anda 
registered FA intermediary 
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Notre Dame 


A catastrophic 
conflagration 


aris is a city in mourning. The catastrophic 
Pistasration that engulfed Notre Dame 
cathedral, toppling its central spire and 
destroying its roof, represents not just a grievous 
loss to Paris and to France but to the wider world. 

One of the best-known and most-loved historic 
buildings, a symbol of the French nation and espe- 
cially ofits capital, it attracted up to 14 million visi- 
tors a year, many of them awestruck by the soar- 
ing Gothic vaulted interior, with its array of 
stained glass windows, including three rose win- 
dows, one of which dates back to the 13th century. 

These were badly damaged by the high 
temperature of the fire, which melted lead 
holding the glass in place, but many of the 
cathedral’s irreplaceable treasures were 
mercifully saved and taken to safety, even as it 
was raging. And tens of thousands of people, Pa- 
risians and tourists alike, took up vantage points 
along the river Seine, watching in disbelief and 
deep sorrow as the great cathedral burned while 
firefighters struggled to extinguish the blaze. 

President Emmanuel Macron spoke for his 
fellow citizens when he described Notre Dame de 
Paris as “our history, our imagination, where 
we ve lived all our great moments ... the epicentre 
of our lives”, and pledged that it would be rebuilt. 
Even allowing for pledges of support, financial 
and otherwise from home and abroad, that 
monumental task is bound to take decades. 

In the meantime, questions are being asked 
about how the fire started and why it took so long 
to bring under control. The fact that ongoing 
restoration work was under way on the roof area 
where it originated points to potentially careless 
work practices, possibly involving the use of 
blowtorches for the treatment of lead flashings. 

Indeed, this is not the first time that a major his- 
toric building caught fire during the course of ren- 
ovation works. Well-known examples include the 
“annus horribilis” conflagration that destroyed a 
substantial section of Windsor Castle, Queen Eliz- 
abeth’s favourite home, in 1992; the devastating 
fire that consumed all but the shell of Bank Build- 
ings in Belfast last August, and the destruction of 
Brazil’s National Museum of Antiquities in Rio de 
Janeiro, with the loss of nearly all of its 20 million 
artefacts, just one month later. The latter had 
fallen into disrepair after chronic underfunding. 

Fire personnel were rightly acknowledged for 
their courage in Paris. Yet it is not clear if the fire 
services had a contingency plan to deal effectively 
with aserious outbreak of fire at Notre Dame, or if 
provision was made to ensure that works involv- 
ing the use of naked flames were being strictly 
supervised. Ireland’s fire authorities now need to 
reassure the public they are prepared to cope 
with such risks to the survival of major historic 
buildings, such as St Patrick’s Cathedral in 
Dublin. There are surely lessons to be learned 
from the tragic events in Paris on Monday. 





Health service 


Modest progress 


ould the tide be slowly turning for our 
(Fpetcazere public health system? Recent 

developments offer some hope, albeit no 
certainty, for the future. 

The decision by the Irish Nurses and Midwives 
Organisation to recommend acceptance of a 
revised Labour Court proposal on pay and 
staffing issues is welcome. Among the key 
recommendations are significant pay improve- 
ments, which offer the prospect of better nurse 
retention as well as a carrot to attract home nurs- 
ing graduates who have opted to work abroad. 

In a similar vein, a negotiated agreement 
between the Irish Medical Organisation and Gov- 
ernment may help stem the tide of GP graduate 
emigration. By reversing substantial cuts intro- 
duced at the height of the financial crisis, the deal 
should provide financial stability for practices. It 
should also make the many vacant GMS posts 
around the State more attractive to applicants, 
including those who have moved abroad to work. 

The deal, on which doctors have yet to vote, also 
includes additional funding for new community- 
based services. This will benefit patients and 
enable GPs to move from a long period of 
retrenchment to one of practice development. 

However, the scale of manpower challenges 
facing the health service was underlined by anew 
workforce report published by the Medical 
Council. It identifed an over-reliance on doctors 
who are trained overseas and challenges in 
recruiting and retaining Irish graduates. 

The depth of medical emigration is reflected in 
the report’s finding that more than 2,800 doctors 
withdrew from the medical register between 
2015 and 2017. The main reasons cited for doing 
so included lack of respect by senior colleagues, 
workplace understaffing, and excessive working 
hours. Medical Council president Dr Rita Doyle 
noted that cultural challenges needed to be 
addressed. 

The health service behemoth may be turning 
and it is appropriate to recognise progress. 
However, it will need significantly more attention 
before it finds a firm course to recovery. 









\a 





An Irishman’s Diary 


s many of you will 

know, Victor Hugo’s 

novel The Hunchback 

of Notre Dame re- 
volves around the ancient 
concept of sanctuary, by which 
the grounds of achurch, and 
anyone within it, were safe 
from secular authority. 

In the 1939 movie version, 
Charles Laughton’s Quasimo- 
do defies the laws of physics by 
swinging down from the 
cathedral on arope and 
rescuing Maureen O’Hara’s 
Esmerelda from the (conveni- 
ently adjacent) gallows, before 
swinging her back into the 
sacred building and declaring 
“Sanctuary! Sanctuary!” to the 
cheering crowds. 

Even in Hollywood, howev- 
er, the reprieve is temporary. It 
was unthinkable that the 
Hunchback could get the girl. 
Having saved her for someone 





— 


else, the sad hero is left to finish 
the film wishing he were made 
of stone, like the gargoyles 
around him. 

Mind you, that’s ahappy 
ending compared with the 
novel’s, in which Esmerelda is 
later hanged anyway and 
Quasimodo starves himself to 
death on her grave. 

Oh well. Of the two ladies of 
Paris in his ambiguous title, 
Hugo was less concerned with 
saving the human one than the 
architectural, by then (1831) in 
a dire state following the 
revolutionary years. In this at 
least, his novel had a happy 
end: arenewal of public 
interest in the cathedral anda 
major restoration project 
starting in 1841. 

Alas, we now know, that too 
was temporary. But if there is 
any consolation in this week’s 
disaster, it’s that much of what 
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was destroyed, including the 
spire, dated only from that 
reconstruction, which like 
most such projects was contro- 
versial. 

Its main architect, Eugene 
Viollet-le-Duc, landed the job 
at the remarkably young age of 
31. Only a decade earlier, his 
building work had been limited 
to one of those quintessentially 
Parisian structures —a barri- 
cade -during the revolution 
that overthrew Charles X. 


Viollet-le-Duc 

A favourite of the new regime, 
he went on to win many major 
restoration contracts, includ- 
ing the Ile de la Cité’s other 
ecclesiastical wonder, the 
Sainte-Chapelle. As one of his 
mentors wisely warned: “A 
restoration may be more 
disastrous for amonument 
than the ravages of the centu- 
ry”. And in fairness, Viol- 
let-le-Duc’s was no disaster. 
But it did have its critics. 

It also had at least one 
concession to ego. I’m not sure 
if the statue of Doubting 
Thomas has survived the 
conflagration (some statues 
were removed before the latest 
restoration work). Either way, 
itis said to have bornea 
striking likeness to the archi- 








= Inspectors on the roof of 
Notre-Dame Cathedral 
yesterday. PHOTOGRAPH: LIONEL 
BONAVENTURE / AFP/ GETTY IMAGES 





Much of what was 
destroyed this week, 
including the spire, 
dated only from 
that reconstruction 
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tect. According to Paris 
historian Alistair Horne: 
“Viollet-le-Duc capped his 
contribution to the great 
cathedral with a statue of 
himself up among the angels 
lining the roof, the only one 
with its eyes directed to 
heaven.” 


Thanks to cathedral 

I watched the sad TV pictures 
on Monday asif from the 
bookstore Shakespeare & Co, 
on the nearby left bank of the 
Seine. Before the disaster, it 
was always one of the fringe 
benefits of visiting that lovely 
shop that you could admire the 
view of the cathedral just 
across the river. 

Even for a jaded tourist, who 
had been there and done that in 
all the famous monuments, it 
was reassuring to see Notre 
Dame standing, apparently 
forever, and to know it was 
still striking awe into others 
who had never been there 
before. 

It may have been the same 
Palm Sunday on which my 
future wife and I once visited it 
in the 1990s that we also 
chanced into the bookshop for 
the first time and were invited 
upstairs for tea by the late 
proprietor, George Whitman. 





This was a common occur- 
rence then. He used to host tea 
parties on Sunday afternoons 
for the various refugees who 
happened by, some of whom 
ended up staying, free of rent, 
while studying or writing. 

In that respect at least, the 
shop carried on the work of the 
medieval cathedral. In fact, 
among the signs Whitman had 
posted on the walls was one 
that read: “Be not inhospitable 
to strangers, lest they be angels 
in disguise.” 

I paid his hospitality back 
many times over in book 
purchases, including books I 
never got around to reading 
afterwards. It’s amazing how, 
for the duration of a visit to 
sucha place, but no longer, you 
could find yourself interested 
in, say, mid-20th century 
Italian poetry. 

In any case, itis thanks only 
to the cathedral and bookshop 
that I know of the existence of a 
poem called Glendalough, 
which also revolves around the 
theme of sanctuary. It was 
written by a Sicilian, who was 
quite famous in his time. In 
fact, he won the 1959 Nobel 
prize. And yet I had somehow 
never heard of him before, 
until being amused by his 
name: Salvatore Quasimodo. 
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After the fire at Notre Dame cathedral 


Sir, - Perhaps Philip Larkin 
sums up best why great church- 
es, like Notre Dame, remain so 
important to us in an increasing- 
ly secular age: “A serious house 
on serious ground it is, /In 
whose blent air all our compul- 
sions meet /Are recognised, 
and robed as destinies/ And 
that much can never be obso- 
lete.” 

Our deepest sympathies are 
with the people of Paris and 
France. We have all lost some- 
thing very precious in the 
flames. - Yours, etc, 

CHRIS FITZPATRICK, 

Dublin 6. 


Sir, - On behalf of Aosdana, 
(Ireland’s academy of creative 
artists), the hearts of all of our 
members go out to the city of 
Paris and all of France in the 
wake of the devastating fire at 
the historic and beautiful cathe- 
dral of Notre-Dame. 

Irish artists have always cher- 
ished our long standing and 
deep friendship with France. 
Nous sommes de tout coeur 
avec vous. Vive la France! - 
Yours, etc, 

MICHAEL HOLOHAN, 

Chair, Toscaireacht of 

Aosdana, 

Drogheda, 

Co Louth. 


Sir, — Perhaps the Ladyis ask- 
ing of its French government 
and citizens to return to Liber- 
ty, Equality and Fraternity, and 
similarly to us Europeans and 
the wide world to return to 
these humanitarian principles. 
-Yours, etc, 

PATRICIA AHERNE 

O’FARRELL, 

Bray, Co Wicklow. 


Sir,- “Sheis our soul, even if 
one is not a believer”, offered 
Martine, the pensioner, wisely, 
dolefully in Lara Marlowe’s 
poignant account of Paris’s 
heart-breaking news; a cry 
from the heart that will reso- 
nate beyond the far-flung reach- 
es of Christendom (Front page, 
April 16th). 

And for Lara Marlowe her- 
self, a pivotal week in her coun- 
try of adoption; the ecstasy of a 
long-awaited integration as 
part of the family, followed by 
the soul-wrenching agony of 
sharing in its unspeakable loss; 
a case of paradise regained and 
paradise lost in the blink of an 
eye, one might say. And for the 
rest of us, calamity of calami- 
ties. - Yours, etc, 

OWEN MORTON, 

Dublin 13. 


Sir, - Quasimodo is home- 
less. Let’s hope that the French 
government rebuilds his new 
home quickly. — Yours, etc, 

MARY MORRISSEY, 

Castletownbere, 

CoCork. 


Sir, - I noted your headline 
“Notre Dame will be rebuilt by 
all of Europe, say EU leaders” 
with some joy and relief. 

Let’s hope that this senti- 
ment is not put to the test for 
Westminster Abbey or St Paul’s 
Cathedral! — Yours, etc, 

GEOFF SCARGILL, 

Bray, 

Co Wicklow. 


Sir, - Surely a sense of per- 
spective is required when con- 
templating the destruction of 
Notre Dame. 

The Irish Times headline “As 
Notre Dame burned, so too did 
a part of us” (Jennifer O’Con- 
nell, April 16th) and your corre- 
spondent’s comparison of the 
fire with 9/11, despite no loss of 
life, borders on the ridiculous. 
Worse, the media reaction is 
clearly overdone when com- 
pared to the general indiffer- 
ence to the destruction of entire 
cities in the conflicts in the Mid- 
dle East and elsewhere, and to 
the resulting loss of life suffered 
by those who were not lucky 
enough to live in Paris (or else- 
where in the West). — Yours, 
etc, 

DOMINIC CARROLL, 

Ardfield, Co Cork. 


A chara, —In the coming days 
there will be recriminations 
over the loss of the Notre Dame. 
Mercifully the 850-year-old 
stone structure facade remains 
intact. No doubt analogies will 
be drawn between the insidious 
inferno and the Franco-politico 
landscape. Emmanuel Macron 
will be vilified because of his 
condemnation of the yellow 
vest movement yet it will be 
workers in yellow vests who will 
rebuild the Lady of Paris and re- 
store her asa national and inter- 
national symbol of French cul- 
ture. 

It is true that Macron should 
focus on his domestic agenda 
and less perhaps on EU militari- 
sation for example. However, 
for now itis appropriate that we 
should show our solidarity with 
the French people in this dark 
hour. If Ireland can provide 
practical and tangible supports 
to our French friends and neigh- 
bours we should do so. It is the 
right and decent thing to do. —Is 
mise, 

KILLIAN BRENNAN, 

Dublin 17. 


Sir, - Lara Marlowe’s won- 
derful front page report from 
Paris made sad reading (April 
16th). 

Notre Dame, however, never 
saw the trial of Joan of Arc as 
she was tried in Rouen Cathe- 
dralin Normandy. — Yours, etc, 

DAVID HOLBROOK, 

Fairview, Dublin 3. 

Lara Marlowe adds: It was the 
re-trialof Joan of Arc, not her in- 
itial trial, which took place in 
Notre Damein 1455. 


Sir, - Are the European 
Christians weeping at the sight 
of Notre Dame on fire the same 
people who vote for govern- 
ments who deliberately fan the 
flames of the conflagration in 
the Middle-East through politi- 
calinterference and the promo- 
tion of arms sales? Weep for the 
dead innocent Muslim civilians 
— not your architecture. - 
Yours, etc, 

EUGENE TANNAM, 

Firhouse, 

Dublin 24. 


Sir, - How could this happen 
toa wonder of the world? 

It seems to me, from some re- 
cent cases, that renovation 
work in historic buildings can 
place them at risk. 


An idea to raise funds ,on a 
global scale, would be to release 
a special edition of Hugo’s 
great novel The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame in as many lan- 
guages as practical, with all 
funds raised going to the reno- 
vation fund. Also cinemas and 
cine clubs could have a special 
showing of the great film of the 
same name, that starred 
Charles Laughton and 
Ranelagh’s own Maureen 
O’Hara, again all admission 
fees/contributions could go to 
the same fund. 

It would also promote great 
literature and great cinema at 
the same time. -— Yours, etc, 

TERRY CONNAUGHTON, 

Ranelagh, 

Dublin 6. 


Sir, - I predict that Notre 
Dame de Paris will be repaired 
and back in action well before 
the national children’s hospital 
in Dublin is open for business. — 
Yours, etc, 

DOROTHY BARRY, 

Glasnevin, 

Dublin 9. 


Sir, - €300 million to restore 
a building or, for the sake of ar- 
gument, €300 million spent im- 
proving the social infrastruc- 
ture of the Saint-Denis arron- 
dissement? - Yours, etc, 

EWAN DUFFY, 

Dublin 1. 


Sir, - My mind races back 
850 years, and imagines the 
proud Parisian faces follow her 
gestation, long labour and 
grand birth... and now, to see 
her skeletal frame succumb to 
fire, it truly is a monumental 
symbol for life itself. - Yours, 
etc, 

EDMOND BEHAN, 

Clane, Co Kildare. 


Sir, - Undoubtedly, it was 
very, very sad to see this histor- 
ic and beautiful Paris icon go up 
in flames, but surely money 
pledged to rebuild would be bet- 
ter used in fighting issues such 
as: child poverty, cruelty, home- 
lessness? 

Further, some perspective; 
estimates indicate that 150 mil- 
lion land animals are killed for 
human consumption each day. 
Vast amounts of crops are 
grown to feed these animals 
which we kill for transparently 
frivolous reasons, while 36 mil- 
lion people will die of starvation 
each year. 

Our oceans will likely con- 
tain more plastic than fish by 
2050, and 50 per cent of all spe- 
cies will face extinction by the 
end of the century — yet we re- 
main relatively unaware and/or 
silent? 

Unfortunately, human be- 
ings frequently have a tendency 
to get sidetracked by “compara- 
tively” trivial matters which 
can impair our ability to distin- 
guish the wood from the trees. 
This results in our attention be- 
coming overly bound up with 
lesser concerns. Giving appro- 
priate emphasis and priority to 
the most important things with- 
in our field-of-view is key. - 
Yours, etc, 

JOHN SHEEHY, 

Tuam, 

Co Galway. 
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The hand of history 


A chara, - In Fintan 
O’Toole’s article on the current 
trial run of fascism in the US he 
feels that “if this stuff is not 
familiar to anyone with the 
slightest knowledge _ of 
mid-20th century history, it 
damn well ought to be” (Week- 
end Review, April 13th). In the 
same issue Breda O’Brien 
reports on the proposed down- 
grading of history teaching in 
the junior cert curriculum. 

Forgetting the lessons of re- 
cent history have undoubtedly 
fed into the Brexit referendum 
vote and support of Donald 
Trump’s policies. Teaching of 


Irish, European and world histo- 
ry is more important than ever 
to ensure future generations 
make informed decisions about 
issues such as EU develop- 
ments and British/Irish rela- 
tions. 

Of course history teaching 
needs to be reimagined and 
re-engerised, but it needs to re- 
tain core curriculum status. All 
Irish children need to be provid- 
ed with a working knowledge of 
history. Historical ignorance is 
fertile ground for prejudice and 
extremism. —Is mise, 

DAMIEN BENNETT, 

Belfast. 


Voting No in divorce referendum 


Sir, — In the upcoming refer- 
endum we will be asked to facili- 
tate more liberal divorce laws. 
We will also be asked to pave 
the way for the recognition of 
foreign divorces. 

We already have in our coun- 
try too many victims of shat- 
tered households. Those of us 
whoare involved with homeless 
services, youth support or socie- 
ties like St Vincent de Paul, are 


all too aware of the heartache 
and confusion caused by di- 
vorce and the fragmentation of 
families. 

Every marriage worthy of 
the name has to try to withstand 
the storms of life; itis more than 
just a fair weather relationship. 

My family and I will be voting 
No. - Yours, etc, 

EAMON FITZPATRICK, 

Sligo. 


Changing culture at the Irish banks 


Sir, -I have read with great in- 
terest John Hedigan’s article 
(Opinion, April 15th). 

Itis reassuring to note Mr He- 
digan intends to hold all of the 
five Irish retail banks to ac- 
count in terms of internal cul- 
tural change, which if success- 
fully achieved, should lead to 
full accountability and transpar- 
ency of these institutions in par- 
ticular the adherence to a cul- 
ture in which ethical conduct is 
inevitable. 

His goals are laudable and it 
appears that he has been given 
the full co-operation of the rele- 
vant banks. 

No doubt in due course, Mr 
Hedigan and his colleagues in 


Credit for satire 


Sir, - One might think that 
the idea ofan Irish Banking Cul- 
ture Board was so absurd as to 
be beyond satire, but Martyn 
Turner has risen to the chal- 


the IBCB will produce a report 
with appropriate recommenda- 
tions for cultural change. 

However, many a report has 
been produced in our country 
over the years in regard institu- 
tions such as An Garda Siocha- 
na, the Prison Service, to name 
but a few, but recommenda- 
tions in these reports have 
failed to beimplemented in full, 
ifatall. 

I hope the IBCB report and 
its recommendations will be ful- 
ly implemented in consultation 
with the banks concerned, if 
meaningful reform is to take 
place. - Yours, etc, 

JOE McBRIDE, 

Drogheda, Co Louth, 


lenge (April 16th). Bravo! 
Yours, etc, 
FELIX M LARKIN, 
Cabinteely, 
Dublin 18. 


Time to focus on Parkinson’s disease 


Sir, - Gary Boyle (Letters, 
April, 9th) rightly and justly 
airs his frustration at the pauci- 
ty of active and regular availabil- 
ity of appropriate therapeutic 
treatments for his neuro-degen- 
erative condition of early-onset 
Parkinson’s disease. 

He highlights that physio- 
therapy and speech therapy are 
particularly beneficial for him, 
but “unfortunately these servic- 
es are not widely available”. 

Such a lament could easily 
resonate for many people living 
with any one of a variety of neu- 
rological conditions. This is a 
healthcare zone where creative 
and clinically valuable benefi- 
cial options are widely unavaila- 
ble, due to minimal motivation 
from healthcare teams to ac- 
knowledge their obvious bene- 
fit. 

Let’s hope the Dail “outing” 
to highlight the plight of those 
with Parkinson’s disease pays 
some deserved dividends. 

One therapy which also has a 
valuable role in neurological 
health management, yet is con- 
tinually spurned as an option is 
clinical music therapy. It is well 
known that the rhythmic, tex- 
tural, melodic and harmonic 


patterns inherent in music 
soundscapes can be of very sig- 
nificant value in addressing the 
motor-neuronal control, 
speech intonation/articulation 
as well as emotional lability as- 
sociated with these conditions. 

Clinical music therapy is de- 
livered bya trained music thera- 
pist who works in tandem with 
other health professionals to 
maximise management and/or 
rehabilitation of neurological is- 
sues. 

Sadly, as Gary Boyle con- 
cludes, the therapies and treat- 
ments which could 
ameliorate his condition are 
simply either unavailable or in 
paltry supply. 

His concluding exasperated 
plea to the Minister of Health 
sounds like that of many others 
who continually and valiantly 
grapple with the incumbent 
healthcare service model of 
shortage and neglect: “Save us 
from travelling abroad for treat- 
ment and please, help us with 
our funding challenges.” A plea 
which always seems to fall on 
deaf ears. Yours etc, 

JIM COSGROVE, 

Senior Music Therapist, 

Lismore, Co Waterford. 


How best to tackle 
compo culture? 


Sir, - Many in Ireland, myself 
included, will welcome Judge 
Michael Coghlan’s criticism of 
the compensation culture in Ire- 
land (Home News, April 12th). 
However his remarks that it “is 
high time people got the idea, if 
they had a bad experience [they 
can] expect money from a third 
party, has to stop” are hard to 
follow. 

It is the judiciary that makes 
these awards. If judges refuse to 
approve these payouts, the num- 
ber of claims will drop very 
quickly. 

Whatever one thinks of these 
claimants, it is the judiciary, not 
the claimants themselves, who 
grant the awards and it is these 
awards that incentivise people 
to claim. — Yours, etc, 

DONAL McGRATH, 

Greystones, Co Wicklow. 


Amritsar 
remembered 


Sir, - Mrs Maeve Davison 
(Letters, April 16th) references 
a book she read about the mas- 
sacre at Amritsar which sug- 
gests the cause of the atrocity 
might be connected to Brig Gen 
Dyer having dealt with a danger- 
ous situation where 100 British 
women and children were in 
danger of being attacked by a 
mob. That was not a reason, 
that was an excuse. 

The very same propaganda 
was propagated all around the 
British empire whenever Brit- 
ish colonial atrocities occurred, 
including Bloody Sunday in Der- 
ry in 1972 and Ballymurphy in 
1971. 

The events at Amritsar 
whereby British Indian troops 
slaughtered hundreds of Indian 
civilians, reflected the ultimate 
success of British colonialists in 
India in that the colonised not 
alone defended the coloniser 
but denigrated the colonised. - 
Yours, etc, 

TOM COOPER, 

Templeogue, Dublin 6W. 


Pets take the lead 
for blood tests 


Sir, - I am sure you have 
heard many “man bites dog” sto- 
ries in your time, but this one 
takes the dog biscuit. 

Recently I saw a sign outside 
my local GP’s surgery in Car- 
rick on Shannon which stated 
that the waiting time for blood 
tests is one month. 

Today I noticed a sign out- 
side a vet’s office in Carrick on 
Shannon that read “Blood tests 
in two hours”. 

Public health medicine has 
some way to go. - Yours, etc, 

LESLIE O’HORA, 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

Co Leitrim. 


A word for FAI 
board resignations? 


Sir,— Is the drama of waiting 
for the FAI board to resign ap- 
propriately called Fexit (“FAI 
says its board will resign as audi- 
tors query financial accounts”, 
irishtimes.com, April 16th)? - 
Yours, etc, 

DULACH GLYNN, 

Raheny, 

Dublin 5. 
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Leinster 
hold two 
trump cards 


Front and Centre 
Gordon D'Arcy: page 17 





Soccer Uefa Champions League quarter-finals, second legs 


Messi makes all the difference 
as United are left down and out 


Daniel Taylor 
at Camp Nou 


Barcelona wizard's 
two first-half goals 
effectively seals the 
tie before half-time 


Barcelona 3 
Messi 16, 20; Coutinho 61 


If there was one tiny glimmer of 
consolation for Manchester 
United, it was that they encoun- 
tered Lionel Messi on one of 
those nights when he appeared 
to belong toa different species. 

Messi loves the big occasion 
and, once again, he used the 
Champions League to provide 
yet more evidence for the al- 
ready bulging portfolio that 
tells us nobody, not even Mara- 
dona, has ever taken football 
artistry to a higher level. 

For United, it was simply too 
much. Lionel Messi versus Phil 
Jones? It was like watching a 
landscape artist comparing 
brush strokes with a painter and 
decorator. 

Yet, in fairness to Jones, he 
was not the only one in United’s 
colours to suffer. David de Gea, 
for one, will remember this as a 
personal ordeal. It was a night, 
ultimately, that should hasten 
the process of Ole Gunner Sol- 
skjzer putting together a new de- 
fence. Mostly, however, it was 
an occasion to savour Messi, to 
be grateful the sport has him, 
and hope that he plays football 
for as long as he is capable of 
sprinkling this form of precious 
magic on the elite occasions. 

The only surprise, perhaps, 
was that the five-time Ballon 
d’Or winner, did not contribute 
the game’s outstanding goal. 

That honour fell to Philippe 
Coutinho shortly after the hour 
mark. Though Messi, naturally, 
was involved in the build-up 
and the first of his two goals was 
pretty special, too. Even before 
we get to the overhead kick he 
tried in the second half. Or all 
those other occasions when he 
lit up the night with his speed, 
thought and movement. 


Huge banner 
“Walking to Glory”, read the 
huge banner behind one goal. 
And, in Messi’s case, it is of- 
ten that way. For a player who 
inflicts such damage, he ambles 
through large parts of each 
match. He is always thinking, 
though, and always assessing 
whatis possible. Then he comes 
alive, as he did spectacularly 
here, and seems capable of turn- 
ing opponents into train- 
ing-ground cones. 
Unfortunately for United, he 
was facing an_ obliging 


m Lionel Messi celebrates 
scoring his and Barcelona’s 
second goal against 
Manchester United at Camp 
Nou last night. PHOTOGRAPH: 
SERGIO PEREZ/REUTERS 


back-line here - and, at times, 
they played into his hands. 

That, more than anything, 
must have been the frustration 
for Solskjzr during that 
four-minute spell in the first 
half when, realistically, all hope 
for United ebbed away. Twice, 
his players were guilty of losing 
the ball inside their own half. It 
is the defender’s sin at any level, 
let alone against a side where 
the wearer of the number 10 
shirt is a footballing legend. 

For the first goal, it was Ash- 
ley Young waving an apologetic 
hand, having got himself in a fix 
under pressure from Ivan Rakit- 
ic. When Messi made it 2-0 it 
was Fred’s turn, even before we 
consider that wretched piece of 


goalkeeping from David de Gea 
to allow the ball an almost im- 
plausible route beneath his 
body. No side at this level can 
make these kind of mistakes 
and expect to get away with it. 

Messi was waiting to pounce 
on both occasions and his first 
goal in particular was just an- 
other reminder that, on the big 
nights, he always wants to be 
the centrepiece of the show. 

It was certainly difficult to 
know which was the more exqui- 
site moment on that slalom 
through United’s defence: the 
close-range nutmeg to take 
Fred out of the equation or the 
body movement that sent Jones 
completely the wrong way. 

Jones, United’s gloriously ac- 
cident-prone centre-half, had a 
bandage wrapped round his 
head even before the game 
started. Very soon, the poor 
chap looked in need of smelling 
salts. Messi had set off on hori- 
zontally, right to left, until he 
had the ball just where he want- 


Semi-finals 
The draw 


Manchester City/Tottenham 
v Ajax Amsterdam 


Barcelona 
vFCPorto/Liverpool 


Firstlegs: April 30th and May Ist 
Second legs: May/thand 8th 
Final: Madrid, June 1st 





Lionel Messi has now scored 
a total of 24 goals against 
English clubs in European 
competition 


ed it, pulling back his left foot 
and scoring with a typically ele- 


gant finish from just outside the 
penalty area. 

Messi’s second goal originat- 
ed from his right foot, though he 
looked as surprised as anyone 
when De Gea let it beat him, and 
that could conceivably have 
wrapped up a nine-minute 
hat-trick were it not for the VAR 
officials deciding, at 0-0, that 
the referee, Felix Brych, was mis- 
taken to award a penalty for 
Fred’s challenge on Rakitic. 

At that stage United’s sup- 
porters in the most vertiginous 
tiers of this cavernous old bowl 
might actually have felt encour- 
aged by the brisk way their 
team had set off. That was the 
huge frustration for Solskjzr: 
early on, his team looked full of 
confidence. Jesse Lingard, in 
particular, was finding space in 
a central role, running from 
deep, in between Marcus Rash- 
ford and Anthony Martial. 

Scott McTominay, Fred and 
Paul Pogba were quick to sup- 
port the front three and Rash- 











ford had a glorious chance in- 
side the opening minute to give 
the away side a dream start. No 
Barca player had even touched 
the ball at that point. But Rash- 
ford’s shot skimmed the cross- 
bar and that should serve as are- 
minder that these are the kind 
of chances, when the stakes are 
so high, that have to be taken. 

As it was, the second half for 
United was little more than an 
exercise in damage limitation. 

All their early adventure had 
been punctured. They rarely 
emerged as an attacking force 
again as Barcelona assumed 
complete control. 

—Guardian 


BARCELONA: Ter Stegen, Sergi Roberto 
(Nelson Semedo 71), Pique, Lenglet, Jordi Alba, 
Rakitic, Sergio Busquets, Arthur (Vidal 75), 
Messi, Suarez, Coutinho (Dembele 81). Subs 
notused: Cillessen, Malcom, Umtiti, Alena. 
Booked: Suarez. Goals: 
MANCHESTERUTD:DeGea, Jones, 
Lindelof, Smalling, Young, McTominay, Fred, 
Pogba, Lingard (Sanchez 79), Rashford (Lukaku 
73), Martial (Dalot 65). Subs not used: Romero, 
Mata, Andreas Pereira, Matic. 

Referee: Felix Brych (Germany). 





Magician's consistency of 
brilliance remains absurd 


Sid Lowe 
at Camp Nou 


The Argentinian 
had not scored a 
quarter-final goal 
since 2013 


Ernesto Valverde said Lionel 
Messi had left Old Trafford 
“dazed”. Six days later, it was 
Manchester United’s turn. 
Chris Smalling’s challenge had 
left him with a bloody nose but 
in the end he got up and deliv- 
ered the knockout blows. 

He did so early in the second 
leg, two goals inside 20 minutes 
enough to end this as a contest - 
taking Barcelona into the 
semi-finals for the first time in 
four years — and turn it instead 
into a performance, ashow. 

There are many words in this 
article but it’s tempting to sug- 
gest two are enough: Lionel and 
Messi. For years now there has 
been a severe shortage of super- 


latives. This was another of 
those nights. Six times winner 
of the European golden shoe, 
five times the Champions 
League’s top scorer, he has 
scored 597 goals for Barcelona. 
Five hundred and ninety-seven. 
At times the things he does are 
so good as to be silly. At times? 
Time after time: the consisten- 
cy of his contribution has been 
absurd, blinding us to his bril- 
liance. 

Just not here, not of late. Mes- 
si had not been this competi- 
tion’s top scorer since 2015 and 
Barcelona had not been past 
the quarter-finals since then, 
eliminated by Atlético, Juven- 
tus and Roma. Last season cut 
deep: 4-1 winners in the first 
leg, they fell in the eternal city, 
defeated 3-0. At the start of this 
season, Messi announced, from 
the middle of the Camp Nou 
pitch, microphone in hand, 
“that lovely cup” was a priority. 
Rome was a thorn to be pulled 
from their side. 

It was a priority that did not 
require them to relinquish the 
league or the Copa del Rey-Bar- 
celona tied up the title with a 


2-0 win over Atlético, Messi 
and Suarez scoring the goals, 
and they have the cup final 
against Valencia to come - but 
it did require a change, from 
Messi, in particular. He had not 
scored a quarter-final goal 
since 2013. Twelve games with- 
out Messi finding the net is an 
eternity. It was also an anoma- 
ly; it had to end sometime. That 
was the view of the Barcelona 
manager. “He’s closer,” Val- 
verde said. But even he proba- 
bly did not imagine how close. 


Blocked 

Nor indeed how much Barcelo- 
na would suffer in the short 
time there was before he ar- 
rived. Marcus Rashford hit the 
bar after 40 seconds, Jesse Lin- 
gard almost got in after five min- 
utes and Anthony Martial’s 
shot was blocked after six. But 
then, on the 15-minute mark it 
happened — and fast. 

Ashley Young lost the ball. It 
dropped close, but Messi was 
there in a flash. Young 
launched at him with the kind 
of challenge that might have 
cut him in halfbut Messi rode it. 


There was something of 
George Best in the way that his 
body bent around the tackle. 
Then he sent the ball through 
Fred’s legs. And as he ran 
across the face of the penalty 
area, it seemed inevitable. The 
shot bent fast and lowright into 
the corner, beyond David de 
Gea. Of course. 

Barcelona were a goal up, on 
course to extend their run with- 
out ahome defeat in this compe- 
tition to 31 games. Six of those 
had already been against Eng- 
lish teams: five wins, one draw, 
the aggregate score 14-3. Make 
that six wins, one draw. It was 
Messi’s 23rd goal against an 
English team. His 24th fol- 
lowed soon after, 16-3 now. 





They had barely stopped chant- 
ing “Messi! Messi! Messi!” 
when he was away from Phil 
Jones again. The shot was bare- 


ly worthy of the name, but it 
There was 


6 something of 
George Best in the 
way his body bent 
around the tackle 


slipped through De Gea’s 
hands, under his body and in. 
At the start of the second half, 
Barcelona’s fans serenaded 
him as he occupied the goal at 
the north end, singing: “De 
Gea, how bad you are!” How 


m= Barcelona's Lionel Messi 
blows a kiss to his adoring 
fans after scoring against 
Manchester Utd at Camp Nou 
last night. PHOTOGRAPH: JOSEP 
LAGO/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


good Messi is had been shown - 
again - just before the half-time 
whistle. 

Jones was holding on to his 
shirt but that did not stop Messi 
turning him and turning the ref- 
eree too, Felix Brych cutting 
across his path. Messi had not 
finished with Jones: he nut- 
megged the Englishman before 
turning inside, outside and 
away, almost leaving the de- 
fender’s legs in a cartoon knot, 
hips snapped in two. The pass 
was perfectly weighted for Jor- 
di Alba, whizzing up the wing, 
whose superb cross found Sergi 
Roberto. His shot hit the body 
of De Gea. 

Messi began the second half 
with a blocked shot and glided 
through the rest of it amidst 
olés. Philippe Coutinho curled 
in a wonderful third and Messi 
then sent an overhead kick just 
wide. This was done; it had 
been since the 15th minute, the 
unusually long wait over. But it 
wasn’t finished. “Don’t try to de- 
scribe him, don’t try to write 
about him: watch him,” Pep 
Guardiola once said. It is sound 
advice, and so they did. 

—Guardian 














Ole turned water 
Into wine, but now 
the wine has gone 
decidedly watery 


y the 20th minute 

Manchester United 

were in need of a 

comeback of Tiger-ish 
proportions after the Messi 
Man thrusta stake into their 
Champions League semi-fi- 
nal-craving hearts witha 
quick-fire double, his goals 
ably assisted by Ashley Young 
and David de Gea when the 
fella really doesn’t need any 
assistance at all. 

For fear, perhaps, that we 
would switch over en masse to 
Juve v Ajax, or even Food 
Unwrapped on Channel 4 
(“Jimmy discovers something 
unexpected in fish fingers!”), 
George Hamilton enticed us 
to stay tuned to the game by 
insisting there was “a crumb 
of comfort” for the United 
faithful: “If they were to score 
three without reply, they 
would go through.” 

Somehow Ronnie Whelan 
contained himself, opting for 
silence rather than a pfft, but 
you sensed he regarded that 
crumb as amorsel so teeny 
even a microscope would 
struggle to find it. 

With 50 per cent of Unit- 
ed’s rear-guard consisting of 
Young and Phil Jones, Ronnie 
reckoned only Barca finding 
their inner Francesco Moli- 
nari- e.g. Messi dribbling past 
Piqué and Ter Stegen and 
inserting the ballin his own 
net- would make a game of it, 
and so bored did he sound - 
and no one can sound 
bored-er than Ronnie -you 
half suspected his only 
interest an hour into the game 
was what unexpected thing 
Jimmy discovered in fish 
fingers. 


Corporate governance 

But before we could turn our 
attention to matters in Spain 
it was time for an update from 
Tony O’Donoghue, who was 
stationed outside Leinster 
House and talking about 
corporate governance and 
sections of the Companies Act 
2014 being contravened 
(certainly sections 281 and 
282, he’d still to get to 283 and 
beyond). 

Tony, you can only assume, 
never saw his football-report- 
ing career coming to this. 

“Who’s in charge of Irish 
football tonight,” Darragh 
Maloney asked him, but Tony 
had no clue, the safest guess 
probably the person who 
brandishes that “Davy Keogh 
Says Hello” banner at our 
national team’s games. 

Darragh attempted, rather 
heroically, to suggest that 
German corporate govern- 
ance of their football was just 
as ropey, but Didi Hamann’s 
sympathetic grin implied that 
that was akin to likening chalk 





to Spundekas (as we know, a 
cream cheese from the region 
of Northern Rhenish Hesse). 

“The issues we have are 
relatively small compared to 
what the FAT are facing,” he 
said. 

“Our president, Reinhard 
Grindel, took ona watchasa 
birthday gift from the football 
president of Ukraine and 
never declared it.” 

And he resigned as aresult. 
For accepting a watch asa 
pressie. Liam Brady and 
Kevin Doyle’s heads nearly 
fell off their necks from the 
shaking. 

Darragh, meanwhile, 
surrendered, in the accounta- 
bility stakes this wasn’t, after 
all, a like-for-like situation. If 
Reinhard had spent 
€500-plus on an executive 
dry-cleaning service he would 
now be facing life without 
parole. 

“What we have nowisa 
cartel -it’s been shambolic,” 
said Liam, Darragh agreeing, 
even going there: “It’s our 
version of Brexit.” 

Anyhow, back to the 
football. 

Marcus Rashford threat- 
ened to take United back to 


the Promised Land (copy- 

6 If they were 
to score 

three without 


reply, they would 
go through 


right: Clive Tyldesley, 1999) 
when he brushed the Nou 
Camp crossbar after 33 
seconds, but if RTE or BT had 
prepared an end-of-game 
montage with a soundtrack 
along the lines of “Can 
Manchester United score? 
They always score” and 


they’d have felt much like 
Molinari come the end of the 
contest: all that effort for 
nuttin’. 

To put the tin hat onit, 
Coutinho added a third, as if 
Liverpool fans hadn’t enough 
to be happy about. 

Still, though, Messi’s pass 
to Coutinho... count your 
blessings that you’re alive in 
this time. 

Ole, then, turned water into 
wine in the opening weeks of 
his reign, but now the wine 
has gone decidedly watery all 
over again, its alcohol volume 
in or around the 0.1 per cent 
mark. He’ll need a heap of 
trolleys for his summer 
shopping. 

Divil a crumb of comfort. 
And, worst of all, we’ll never 
know what unexpected thing 
Jimmy discovered in his fish 
fingers. 





Ajax stun Juventus 
to earn place in semis 


Juventus 1 
Ronaldo 28 

Ajax Amsterdam 2 
Van de Beek 34; De Ligt 67 


Ajax stunned Juventus to 
reach the semi-finals of the 
Champions League with a 2-1 
comeback win in Turin. 
Cristiano Ronaldo gave Ju- 
ventus the lead after 28 min- 
utes with a record 126th goal 
in the competition, his ninthin 
seven meetings against Ajax. 
But goals from Donny Van 
De Beek and Matthijs De Ligt 
gave Ajax a thoroughly de- 
served 3-2 aggregate success. 
Ajax will meet Manchester 
City or Tottenham in their 
first Champions League 
semi-final for 22 years and 
many will consider them un- 
derdogs again. 
Ronaldo met Miralem Pjan- 
ic’s corner with a trademark 


thunderous header in the 28th 
minute to put his side ahead. 

But Ajax were level within 
six minutes when Hakim Zi- 
yech’s shot fell into Van De 
Beek’s path and the midfielder 
made the most of his good for- 
tune with an assured finish 
into the bottom corner. 

Juventus faced continuous 
pressure from Ajax in the sec- 
ond half. The underdogs final- 
ly prevailed after 67 minutes 
as De Ligt towered above Alex 
Sandro and Daniele Rugani to 
head Lasse Schone’s corner 
past a helpless Szczesny. 

Ajax should have scored 
more in the closing stages. 


JUVENTUS:Szczesny, De Sciglio (Joao 
Cancelo 64), Rugani, Bonucci, Alex Sandro, 
Can, Pjanic, Matuidi, Bernardeschi(Bentancur 
81), Dybala (Kean 46), Ronaldo. Subs not 
used: Pinsoglio, Khedira, Barzagli, Spinazzola. 
Booked: Can, Ronaldo. 
AJAXAMSTERDAM: Onana, Veltman, de 
Ligt, Blind, Mazraoui (Sinkgraven11), Schone, 
DeJong, Ziyech (Huntelaar 88), van de Beek, 
David Neres, Tadic, Sinkgraven (Magallan 82). 
Subs not used: Bruno Varela, Dolberg, de 
Wit, Ekkelenkamp. 

Referee: Clement Turpin (France). 
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Uefa Champions League Quarter-finals, second legs 


Guardiola 





tense ahead 





of ‘must win’ 


Spurs clash 


Jamie Jackson 
in Manchester 


Pochettino delighted 
with Ronaldinho's 
belief that Spurs can 
win Europe's top prize 


Manchester City (0) 
v Tottenham (1) 


Etihad Stadium, 8pm 
Live on Virgin Media Sport Extra 1 
and BT Sport 2 


Mauricio Pochettino was re- 
laxed enough before Totten- 
ham’s quarter-final second leg 
with Manchester City to agree 
with Ronaldinho’s claim that 
his team can win the Champi- 
ons League. 

“Why not?” was Pochettino’s 
response, his mood in direct 
contrast to that of his opposite 
number, Pep Guardiola, whose 
pre-game demeanour was in- 
tense. 

Tottenham hold a 1-0 advan- 
tage going into tonight’s decid- 
er at the Etihad Stadium and Po- 
chettino was all smiles when 
the retired Brazil great’s view 
was put to him. “Wow - he 
knows a lot about football and I 
am going to respect him,” the 
Spurs manager said. “He was a 
great team-mate when we 
played together in PSG. 

“Tn football, all can happen; 
like in life, you must believe and 
have trust in yourself and your 
ability and quality. It is good 
that people like Ronaldinho 
think you have the quality to 
win. That increases our belief. 
Maybe tomorrow we will be 
able to beat an amazing team 
like Manchester City. 


Serious demeanour 

“IT learned a lot from him - 
laughing, smiling, dancing. If 
you want to play well, you have 
to be happy and smile. I learn a 
lot from the Brazilian players 
but spending nearly three years 
with Ronaldinho was amaz- 
ing.” 

Pochettino even teased a 
Spurs press officer who moved 
to close down the media brief- 
ing, telling him he was having 
fun being in a Champions 
League quarter-final — the first 
of his managerial career. 

Guardiola’s more serious de- 


quadruple, the manager per- 
haps at his most uptight this sea- 
son. 

Spurs are without Harry 
Kane because of an ankle inju- 
ry. Guardiola once called Spurs 
the “Harry Kane team”, which 
caused Pochettino some irrita- 
tion, and City’s manager gave a 
clipped response when remind- 
ed of this and asked how he rat- 
ed Tottenham without their 
captain. “The same strong 
team they had three years ago, 
last season and this,” he said. 
“Incredible top team.” 

There was a similar vein 
when Guardiola was asked 
whether there was more pres- 
sure on him to claim the Cham- 
pions League. “I have to win,” 
he said, adopting a sarcastic 
manner. “The chairman [told] 
me Ihave to win three timesina 
row- that was his desire. In foot- 
ball you lose more than you win. 
You try to improve on the fella 
before. We try to do our best.” 


Grumble 

Guardiola offered a grumble 
about the amount of time City 
have had to prepare compared 
with Tottenham. “I love this 
kind of challenge. I know they 
had six days and we had two 
[actually three, using the same 
measure] before the first leg,” 
he said. “Then they play Satur- 
day and we play Sunday [before 
the second leg].” 

Underlying this is the tilt at 
winning four trophies and the 
physical drain on his players. 
Yet Guardiola sent a message 
that tiredness can be no excuse. 
“Tomorrow is not a lot about 
physical condition,” he said. 
“It’s do they want to get 
through to the semi-finals.” 

City’s hopes of winning the 
Champions League and Pre- 
mier League could vanishin the 
next three matches. Tonight’s 
meeting is followed by Totten- 
ham’s return to the Etihad for 
Saturday’s league meeting; City 
then to travel to Manchester 
United for next Wednesday’s 
derby. 

“Tf we don’t win these games 
we will be out in two competi- 
tions,” he said. “Last season in 
this period we were already 
champions. But this season we 
have an incredible opponent in 
the Premier League: Liverpool. 
Normally the title is won with 
84, 86 points — then you are 
champions. They have 85 [with 
four games left to play], so both 
teams deserve to be champion 


meanour illustrated what is at but oneis going to get it.” 
stake for City as they chase the —- Guardian 
English Premier League 











m Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola looks uptight as he speaks at a press conference ahead of his side’s Champions League quarter-final match against 
Tottenham, who come into the second leg with a 1-0 aggregate advantage. PHOTOGRAPHS: LINDSEY PARNABY/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Klopp not bowled over by praise 


Andy Hunter 
in Porto 


Porto coach says 
Liverpool are at 
times the best team 
in the world 


FC Porto (0) 

v Liverpool (2) 
Estadio do Dragao, 8pm 
Live on Virgin Media Sport 
and BT Sport 3 


James Milner has said Liver- 
pool cannot be considered 
among the best teams in the 
world until they win a trophy 
under Jiirgen Klopp - and that 
the Champions League and 
Premier League offer the per- 
fect opportunities to end that 
wait this season. 

Liverpool take a 2-0 lead 
into tonight’s Champions 
League quarter-final second 


leg in Porto. Sérgio Conceicao, 
the Porto coach, paid a glowing 
tribute to the Premier League 
leaders ahead of their latest en- 
counter and said Klopp’s team 
embody “all that I like about 
football”. 

“Tlike the Liverpool dynam- 
ics. I like the Liverpool game 
model,” said ConceicAo. “I like 
the way they play and the way 
they are with the ball and also 
without it. It is similar to how I 
see football and in a lot of these 
moments in a game they are 
the best team in the world.” 


Recognition 

Milner accepted the praise as 
recognition of Liverpool’s de- 
velopment under Klopp. How- 
ever, the 33-year-old was frank 
in his assessment that defeats 
in the Champions League, Eu- 
ropa League and League Cup fi- 
nals meant Liverpool could not 
yet lay claim to such an elevat- 
ed status. 

“That’s a nice compliment 
and you get those compliments 
by playing good football over a 
sustained period,” said the mid- 


fielder. “But to be that, you 
have to win trophies. That’s 
something we haven’t done yet 
and something we are trying to 
do this season. There are a lot 
of good teams left in the Cham- 
pions League and it’s down to 
use to prove that and win these 
games and hopefully win at 


m Jurgen Klopp 
has never lost a 
two-legged 
European tie 

as Liverpool 
manager 





least one trophy this season.” 
Klopp has never lost a 
two-legged European tie as Liv- 
erpool manager, and Milner be- 
lieves the experience gained 
over recent seasons can help 
this group of players land the 
biggest prize in Europe, Eng- 
land or both in the coming 
weeks. “There has been a lot of 
talk outside the dressing room 
for along time about the first ti- 
tle in years, but as a group we 


are focused on our targets and 
concentrate on what’s going on 
in the dressing room,” he add- 
ed. “Getting to three finals dur- 
ing my time here has helped 
with experience. 


Experience 
“We have been gaining a lot of 
European experience in get- 
ting to the Europa League final 
and Champions League final. 
But not getting over the line is 
disappointing. We have the op- 
portunity to change that. That 
first one is always the hardest.” 
Klopp also refused to be 
bowled over by his opposite 
number’s compliments, specu- 
lating - correctly — that Con- 
ceicao “will also have said he be- 
lieved in his team’s chances”. 
Porto have failed to score in 
three games against Klopp’s 
Liverpool, but have won all 
four home matches in the 
Champions League this sea- 
son. They overturned a 2-1 
first-leg deficit against Roma 
in the last-16 tie at Estadio do 
Dragao. That second leg 
formed the basis of the Liver- 


Cardiff believe survival is possible as Brighton slump continues 


Brighton 0 
Cardiff City 2 


Mendez-Laing 22; Morrison 50 


DOMINIC FIFIELD 
at the Amex Stadium 


This was the kind of result to 
stoke Cardiff's bid for survival 
with conviction rather than 
mere hope. The gap to safety 


and Brighton has been shred- 
ded to two tantalising points. 
Cardiff hassled and harried, 


discomforting Albion’s jittery 


central midfielders. Aron Gun- 
narsson, the kind of street fight- 
er suited to this kind of scrap, 
and Joe Ralls were all tigerish 
energy. Their centre-halves 
were rugged and aggressive, 
Bruno Ecuele Manga escaping 
sanction for hauling down Lew- 
is Dunk in the penalty area and 
dominating in the air. 

Yet they had still needed 


Sports briefs 


something jaw-dropping to 
force the issue. Midway 
through the half another Bright- 
on attack ran aground outside 
the penalty area, with Nathan- 
iel Mendez-Laing sprinting 
up-field in possession with no 
opponent close. The free trans- 
fer signing from Rochdale ex- 
changed passes with Junior Hoi- 
lett on the flank before whip- 
ping a shot from distance 
across Mat Ryan and into the 
far corner. 

Brighton rarely played like a 


team capable of recovering. Per- 
haps had their own initial urgen- 
cy secured an advantage - Solly 
March had found the side-net- 
ting after 64 seconds, with Neil 
Etheridge’s slide denying 


Glenn Murray a run on goal - 


then they might have exerted 
some level of control, but too 
much of this was frantic. In- 
stead, they looked a side who 
had won only twice in the 
league this year, with even the 
confidence of Dunk and Shane 
Duffy, once the group’s forte, 


long since shattered. 

Cardiff had already threat- 
ened to exploit that fragility 
when, five minutes into the sec- 
ond half, Victor Camarasa float- 
ed a free-kick into the six-yard 
box. Sean Morrison, having es- 
caped Murray with the slightest 
of nudges, leapt unchecked be- 


hind Dunk to thump his header 
down and across Ryan. That 
prompted more frustration to 
rain down on Chris Hughton 
Morrison’s last ditch tackle to 
smother Florin Andone’s late 
attempt rather summed up the 
evening. The boos at the final 
whistle said it all.— Guardian 


BRIGHTON: Ryan, Saltor, Duffy, Dunk, Bernardo, Gross (Andone 54), Stephens, Propper, 
Jahanbakhsh (Izquierdo 69), Murray, March. Subs notused: Bong, Kayal, Locadia, Button, Burn. 
CARDIFF CITY: Etheridge, Peltier, Morrison, Ecuele Manga, Bennett, Gunnarsson (Bacuna 59), 
Ralls, Mendez-Laing (Harris 80), Victor Camarasa, Hoilett, Niasse (Zohore 85). Subs notused: Josh 
Murphy, Reid, Brian Murphy, Healey. Booked: Bennett. 


Referee: Andre Marriner (West Midlands). 





Cycling 


Bennett sprints home to 
take opening stage In Turkey 


Sam Bennett blasted to his 
fifth victory of the season 
yesterday, winning the 
opening stage of the Tour of 
Turkey. In doing so he 
became the first overall 
leader of the race, and 
notched up his eighth career 
stage win in the event. 

Bennett judged things 
perfectly, slotting in behind 
sprinter Fabio Jakobsen 
inside the final 500 metres. 
Jakobsen launched his sprint 
but Bennett had little prob- 
lem in getting past him and 
grabbing the win. 

Bennett recently tooka 
break from racing after 
riding the Milan-San Remo 
Classic but, after 24 days 
away from competition, he 
has wasted no time in return- 





wy: a 
m Sam Bennett won the 
opening stage in Tekirdag 


ing to the top of the podium. 
Bennett has hada very 
successful year thus far. He 
won the final stage of the 
Vuelta a San Juan Internac- 
ional at the start of February, 
then won the concluding leg 
of the UAE Tour in March. 
Later that month he won 
stages three and sixin the 
prestigious Paris-Nice race. 





Sports betting 


Woods’ Masters win earns 


punter over €lm 


A Wisconsin man who bet 
$85,000 (€75,300) on Tiger 
Woods to win the US Masters 
has been handed a cheque for 
$1.275 million (€1.129m) by 
bookmaker William Hill. 

A day after Woods came 
from behind to win his first 
major title in 11 years, a video 
circulating online showed 
James Adducci picking up his 
check at SLS Las Vegas Hotel 
& Casino. 

The 39-year-old told Golf 
Digest that the 14-1 bet was 
his first sports wager. The 
stockbroker, who works 
from home, said he planned 
to spend the winnings on 
home improvements and 
paying off debts while 
investing the rest. 

Reports said the net 


in Tirst wager 





m Tiger Woods: first major title 
win in 11 years 


$1.19 million (€1.05m) payout 
was the largest for a single 
ticket golf bet in the compa- 
ny’s historyin the US. 

“Pretty good first bet,” Nick 
Bogdanovich, William Hill’s 
US director of trading, told 
ESPN. “It’s great to see Tiger 
back. It’s a painful day for 
William Hill-our biggest loss 
ever —- but a great day for golf.” 





Women’s boxing 


Taylor to tight for undisputed 
world crown on June Ist 


Katie Taylor will face Bel- 
gium’s Delfine Persoon for the 
undisputed world lightweight 
championship on Saturday, 
June Ist at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. 

The Olympic gold medal 
winner, who is unbeaten in 13 
fights as a professional, added 
the WBO title to her IBF and 
WBA crowns in March, 
stopping Rose Volante in the 
ninth round in Philadelphia. It 
was the 32-year-old’s sixth win 
inside the distance after she 
won her first world title in just 
her seventh pro outing. 

The fight will take place on 
the undercard of Anthony 
Joshua’s IBF, WBA and WBO 
world heavyweight title 
defence against Jarrell Miller. 

Along with the WBA, IBF, 





m Katie Taylor: unbeaten in 13 
fights as a professional 


WBO and WEC titles, Taylor 
and Persoon will battle for the 
Ring magazine belt - the first 
time the title has been on the 
line at lightweight for women. 

Persoon has suffered just 
one defeat in 44 pro outings, 
winning 18 by knockout, and 
has held the WBC belt for five 
years, defending her title nine 
times. 





pool manager’s preparations 
at Melwood. 

“There’s no risk that I need 
to convince the boys that Porto 
are really good. They knowital- 
ready,” said Klopp, who has 
Joe Gomez back in the squad 
but will be without Dejan 
Lovren through illness. “We 
were sitting there for 45 min- 
utes in the meeting this morn- 
ing talking about this team. 
Part of it was about how they 
played in the second leg here 
against Roma. We played 
Roma and they can be an un- 
comfortable opponent, but I 
didn’t really see a chance for 
them that night as Porto were 
in control of that game. We 
should be prepared. 

“Porto were really good in 
the first leg but we were just re- 
ally good and we need to be real- 
ly good again . . . I watched 
their derby against Lisbon 
here years ago. It was so loud. 
The crowd here know how to in- 
fluence a game and influence 
an opponent. We have to be 
ready for that atmosphere.” 

— Guardian 


Soccer round-up 





News 


Scholes 
charged 
by FA for 
allegedly 
placing 
140 bets 


PAUL WILSON 


Paul Scholes has been 
charged with misconduct by 
the English Football Associa- 
tion for allegedly breaking its 
rules on betting. 

The former Manchester 
United and England midfield- 
er is alleged to have placed 
140 bets on soccer matches 
over a four-year period end- 
ing in January this year, dur- 
ing which time he was a 
co-owner of Salford City, 
presently in the National 
League. 

There is no suggestion 
that he was betting on the out- 
come of Salford matches, 
and no bets were placed by 
Scholes during the short 
time he was manager of Old- 
ham Athletic. The FA tight- 
ened up its rules on gambling 
in 2014, effectively bringing 
in a blanket ban on any bet- 
ting on any level of football 
for anyone involved in the 
game throughout the league 
pyramid. 


m Paul 
Scholes: 
alleged to 
have placed 
bets over a 
four years 





Scholes has until April 
26th to respond to the 
charge, and is thought likely 
to be fined if found guilty rath- 
er than suspended. 

It is a less clear-cut issue 
than with players when own- 
ers, directors and sharehold- 
ers place bets on football 
matches; the extent of their 
involvement is not always as 
apparent. 

An FA spokesman ex- 
plained the distinction now 
used is whether someone is a 
participant in football, a 
catch-all description intend- 
ed to include players, manag- 
ers, owners, agents and any- 
one working within the 
game. “The rule of thumb is 
that if you work in football 
you cannot bet on football,” 
the spokesman said. “It 
doesn’t matter if it is a bet on 
a different club or a different 
country. If you are a partici- 
pant in football, all bets are 
off.” 

West Ham’s’ Robert 
Snodgrass has been given a 
one-match ban after an inde- 
pendent regulatory commis- 
sion found him guilty of mis- 
conduct towards UK 
Anti-Doping officials. 

— Guardian 


Fixtures 

(8.0 unless stated) 

Uefa Champions League — Quarter-fi- 
nals, second legs: FC Porto (0) v 
Liverpool (2)—live on Virgin Media Sport 
and BT Sport 3; Manchester City (0) v 
Tottenham (1)-Live on Virgin Media Sport 
Extra and BT Sport 2. 

Italian Serie A—Lazio v Udinese -—live on 
Premier 1,6.0. 

French Ligue 1—Nantes v Paris Saint 
Germain-live on BT Sport ESPN, 6.0. 


Results 

Uefa Champions League — Quarter-fi- 
nals, second legs: Barcelona 3 
Manchester Utd 0-Barcelona win 4-0 on 
agg; Juventus 1 Ajax Amsterdam 2—Ajax 
win 3-2 onagg. 

English Premier League—Brighton0 
Cardiff City 2. 

Scottish Championship-—Greenock 
Morton 2 Inverness 2. 


English Premier League 
PW DL F APts 


Liverpool................ 34 26 7 1/77 2085 
ManchesterCity . 33 27 2 4 86 22 83 
Tottenham ............ 33 22 110 64 34 67 
Arsenal ..........0. 33 20 6 7 66 40 66 
Chelsea... 34 20 6 8 57 36 66 
Manchester Utd... 33 19 7 7 63 44 64 
Leicester City........ 34 14 5 15 46 45 47 
WOLVES... 33 13 8 12 41 42 47 
Everton...........c..08 34.13 7 14 46 44 46 
Watford .......00.. 33 13 7 13 47 48 46 
West Ham Utd ...... 34 12 6 16 42 52 42 
Bournemouth ....... 34 12 5 17 49 61 41 
Crystal Palace ...... 34 11 6 17 40 46 39 
Burnley wu... 34 11 6 17 42 60 39 
Newcastle Utd ...... 34.10 8 16 32 43 38 
Southampton........ 33 9 9 15 39 54 36 
Brighton.................. 33 9 6 18 32 53 33 
Cardiff City ............ 34 9 4 21 30 63 31 
RFutham.............06 34 5 5 24 32 76 20 
RHuddersfield ..... 34 3 5 26 19 67 14 


Baseball 


US MAJOR LEAGUE - Boston Red Sox1 
Baltimore Orioles 8, Chicago White Sox5 
Kansas City Royals 4, Los Angeles Dodgers 4 
Cincinnati Reds 3, Miami Marlins 2 Chicago 
Cubs 7, Milwaukee Brewers 10 St Louis 
Cardinals 7, Minnesota Twins 3 Toronto Blue 
Jays 5, Philadelphia Phillies 6 New York Mets 
7(Ilinnings), San Diego Padres 2 Colorado 
Rockies 5, Seattle Mariners 4 Cleveland 
Indians 6, Texas Rangers 12LA Angels 7. 


Basketball 


NBAPLAYOFFS- Eastern Conference 
first round: Philadelphia 76ers 145 Brooklyn 
Nets 123 (Series tied 1-1). Western 
Conference first round: Golden State 
Warriors 131 LA Clippers 135 (Series tied 1-1). 


Cycling 


TOUR OF TURKEY - Stage One (Istanbul to 
Tekirdag, 156.7kms):1 Sam Bennett 
(Bora-Hansgrohe) at 3hrs 32mins 34secs; 2 F 
Jakobsen (Deceuninck-QuickStep); 3 C Ewan 
(Lotto Soudal) all same time. General 
Classification: 1 Sam Bennett (Bora-Hans- 
grohe) at 3hrs 32mins 24secs; 2 F Jakobsen 
(Deceuninck-QuickStep) at 4 secs; 3 C Ewan 
(Lotto Soudal) at 6 secs. 


Ice Hockey 


NHL PLAYOFFS - Eastern Conference 
firstround: Carolina Hurricanes 5 





Washington Capitals 0 (Washington 
Capitals lead series 2-1), Toronto Maple 
Leafs 3 Boston Bruins 2 (Toronto Maple 
Leafs lead series 2-1). Western Conference 
first round: Colorado Avalanche 6 Calgary 
Flames 2 (Colorado Avalanche lead series 
2-1), Dallas Stars 2 Nashville Predators 3 
(Nashville Predators lead series 2-1). 


Rugby 


IRELAND WOMEN’S 7S SQUAD (for 
Kitakyushu 7s, Mikuni Stadium, Kitakyushu, 
Japan, April 20th and 21st)—C Boles 
(Ulster),M Burns (Leinster), A Doyle 
(Munster), L Galvin (Munster), K Heffernan 
(Leinster), E Higgins (Leinster), B Hogan 
(Ulster), ELane (Munster), AMcGann 
(Leinster), L Mulhall (Rathdrum), A-L 
Murphy-Crowe (Munster), D Nic a Bhaird 
(Munster), H Tyrrell (Leinster). 


Tennis 


ATP MONTE-CARLO MASTERS (in 
Monte-Carlo, Monaco)—First round: Taylor 
Harry Fritz (USA) bt Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (Fra) 
6-42-0 ret, Cameron Norrie (Gbr) bt Adrian 
Mannarino (Fra) 6-4 6-3, Pierre-Hugues 
Herbert (Fra) bt Fernando Verdasco (Spa) 6-4 
6-4, Felix Auger-Aliassime (Can) bt Juan 
Ignacio Londero (Arg) 7-5 7-6 (7-5), Gilles 
Simon (Fra) bt Alexei Popyrin (Aus) 7-5 6-1. 
Second round: Guido Pella (Arg) bt (7) Marin 
Cilic (Cro) 6-3 5-7 6-1, Lorenzo Sonego (|ta) bt 
(8) Karen Khachanov (Rus) 7-6 (7-4) 6-4, (1) 
Novak Djokovic (Ser) bt Philipp Kohlschreib- 
er (Ger) 6-3 4-6 6-4, (11) Marco Cecchinato 
(Ita) bt Stan Wawrinka (Swi) 0-6 7-5 6-3. 


Sports 
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FANTASYGO! 








Connolly's Master Swingers off 
toa tlier on campaign opener 





Mary Hannigan 


he bulk of the post-Masters sympa- 
thy, understandably enough, would 
have gone in Francesco Molinari’s 
direction after he found water on 


the 12th and 15th holes at Augusta, 


double-bogeying them both, to scupper 
his hopes of leaving with a green jacket in 


his luggage. 


But while sympathy might usually be in 
short enough supply for opinionated golf 
writers, you’d want to have had a heart of 
stone not to feel even a pinch of pity for the 
likes of the fella who wrote an article four 
years ago under the headline: “Tiger 
Woodsis totally, completely, unequivocal- 
ly, and utterly done”. 

Come Monday morning: “I was wrong 
about Tiger Woods. Wrong then, wrong 
now, wrong forevermore. Gigantically, 
calamitously wrong.” 


Author and Golf Digest contributor 


Shane Ryan, then, conceded he had been 
unequivocally incorrect about the chances 


of Tiger ever taking a seat in the Butler 


Cabin again. Or adding any Major to his 
roll of honour. 


Consolation 
The only consolation we can offer Shane at 
this difficult time (“the internet will never 
let me forget it!”) is that 87.22 per cent of 


the managers in our 2019 Fantasy Golf 
competition appeared to believe that 





Weekly leaderboard 


Manager 


1 Joe Connolly 
2 Ailbhe O’Riordan 
3 BenLalor 
4 Nollaig 0 Fearail 
5 Cathal Donnelly 
6 Ronnie McCarthy 
7 SeanGhent 
8 Dylan Knight 
9 Graham Curran 
10 EvelynLyons 
11 Geraldine Mouzon 
12 lanLawler 
13 Adrian Kelly 
14 Ross Mahon 
15 John Gallagher 
16 Graham Fahy 
17 Ruairi Gorham 
18 FranO’Connor 
19 AllenO’Brien 





20 lan Baker 


Team name 


Master Swingers 
lkasiopi 
Bensonators 
Tigerland 

Tiger Mcllroy 
Galloping Greens 
Leixlip Big Hitters 
Rorys Stepping Stones 
Real Golfers8 
Eaglestar 

Gerrys Boyos 
Daisycutters 
TeamSpirit 

The Elmhallers 
Golf Diggers 
Slingers & stingers 
The Nobodies 
Mollys9 

Tiger Roars Again 
NBG1 


enough faith in the fella to award him the 
double-your-points captaincy. 

Meanwhile, Rory McIlroy tickled the 
fancy of just under 50 per cent of our 
managers, a third of you, in all, awarding 
him the captain’s armband, another 13 
players proving more popular than Tiger, 
among them Molinari whose watery 
exploits ended up breaking the hearts of 
23 per cent of you. 


Top10 picks 

These were your top 10 picks: (1) McIlroy 
(tied for 21st), (2) Corey Connors (tied for 
46th —- his bargain basement fee of €4m no 
doubt a sizeable factor in his popularity), 
(3) Molinari (joint fifth), (4) Justin Rose 
(nightmare: missed the cut), (5) Rickie 
Fowler (tied for ninth), (6) Dustin Johnson 
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This week's pin code 
WATERVILLE 
www.irishtimes.com/ 
fantasygolf 


Tiger would unequivocally not win the 
2019 Masters either, otherwise they might 
have hired him for the tournament. 

And of the 12.78 per cent who did 
indeed employ him ahead of week one in 
the competition, only 2.41 per cent had 





(tooka share of 36th), (8) Vijay Singh 





A few hits, a few misses, but the 17 


managers who earned 3,000 points or 
more mainly enjoyed hits, none more so 
than Joe Connolly’s Master Swingers who 
finished top of the pile with a mighty 
3,700 points, despite two of his players not 
being in the field, and another, Charl 
Schwartzel, missing the cut. 


(tied for second), (7) Tommy Fleetwood 


(another thrifty €4m pick ... who missed 
the cut), (9) Jon Rahm (tied for ninth) and 
(10) Shane Lowry (missed the cut). 


The rest, though, performed admirably, 


four of them finishing in the top five. 
Captain Brooks Koepka (tied for second) 
brought home 1,440 points, Woods added 
another 1,020 to the pot, Xander Schauf- 
fele (tied for second) picked up 720, 
Molinari earned 520, and Kevin Tway 
(tied for 36th) chipped in with 20 points. 
Joe, then, is on course to win our 

€10,000 first prize. All he has to do is stay 
top of the leaderboard for another 18 
weeks. Good luck to him, and to you all. 




















Manager Team name Pts Manager Team name Pts Manager Team name Pts 
1 JoeConnolly Master Swingers 3,700 17 RuairiGorham TheNobodies 3,000 34 MichaelManning _BlessingtonRedsox 2,840 
2 AilbheO'Riordan lkasiopi 3,500 18 FranO’Connor Mollys9 2,980 35 ChristianArthurs = Soon2bloaded 2,840 
3 BenLalor Bensonators 3,380 19 AllenO'Brien TigerRoars Again 2,970 36 RichardLee True North 2,820 
4 NollaigOFearail Tigerland 3,360 20 lan Baker ; NBG1 2,960 37 MarcKane GreenJackets a 2,820 
5 CathalDonnelly Tiger Mcllroy 3,340 re oe : ae i 2,960 . ee ee es 
ieMcCarth Galloni 3,320 jomas Cusac! ree Little Birdies 2,950 earoidWa eetotee } 
: pestle oe oe ee 23 JoeLonergan TheBigCat 2,940 40 StephenMcDonald RoryMcWoods 2,810 
an Ghent Leixlip Big Hitters 3,200 : ae ; saeoiacse 
8 nKnight Rave Sisooinn Sines 3149 24 Anthony Clifford Clifford's Chancer’s 2,940 41 BobBashford Bashy's Birdies 2,800 
5 | e ae re 25 AdamHorsfield Horsey 2940 | 42MaireadOSullivan Holeinlg 2,800 
emvaran Saale 3140 | 26 MarkCoughlan —Oneball 2920 | 43 DerekFitzpatrick Derek 2,800 
10 EvelynLyons Eaglestar S00 27 YolandaQuintanaDiez LugoDreams 2,920 44 KeithPlunkett Master Marvels 2,800 
1] GeraldineMouzon —_GerrysBoyos 3070 | 28 GordonMills HowzieRef 2920 | 45 JackMcKeownBennett BMCentral 2,790 
12 lanLawler Daisycutters 3,060 29 MargaretCurtin Tiger Tee Time 2,900 46 VivienneDurkan _Vis Vipers 2,780 
13 Adrian Kelly TeamsSpirit 3,060 30 PaddyMcMenamin WillTheRealRoryPleaseStandUp 2,880 47 NoelMahon Anotheryearinthechampionship 2,780 
14 RossMahon TheElmhallers 3,060 31 DanielaMunhoz VeryRelaxing 2,860 48 BrenMoloney Donnybrook Divets 2,780 
15 John Gallagher GolfDiggers 3,040 32 ConorCurtin Like BigPutts and! CannotLie 2,860 49 DaveMalone The Searchers 2,780 
9g 
16 GrahamFahy Slingers & stingers 3,000 33 William Delaney Mister Tee 2,850 50 MarkDuggan Messi2019 2,780 
HOTEL & GOLF RESORT MOUNT JULIET 
ESTATE — 
~~ +" aT a 7 
CARTON HOUSE FOTA ISLAND POWERSCOURT 
GOLF RESORT GOLF CLUB 
4 i 
Pl ayers’ t otal S Player €m Wk! Tot | Player €m ~-WkI_~siTot | Player €m  WkI Tot 
CCham 15 0 0 | THoge 5.8 0 O | JByrd 4.5 0 0 
ge pce np a pe pe ee ye p 
LList 14 0 0 | NElvira 5.8 0 O | JKruger 4.5 0 0 
MLaird 14 0 O | ARai 58 0 O | JKruyswijk 44 0 0 
sis al ai RY “Et See €m WH Tot | weryan 74 0 O| RGarrigus 57 0 0 | DBozzelii ia 0 0 
DJohnson 15 720 720 | BWiesberger 9.9 0 0 | NColsaerts 73 0 O | DSummerhays 5.7 0 0 | RJacquelin 43 0 0 
JRose 149 -20 -20 | DFrittelli 99 0 0 BCauley 7.3 0 O | BHossler 5.7 0 0 | RMcEvoy 43 0 0 
RMcllroy 148 80 80 | KStanley 98 80 80 AWise 3 120. 120 | KTway 5.7 20 20|J Walters 43 0 0 
BKoepka 147 720 720 | RHenley 98 0 0 | SStricker 72 O 0/| SSaunders 56 0 0 | MKim 43-20 -20 
JThomas 146 200 200 | PKizzire 97 0 110 | SO'Hair 72 O Oj) JGuerrier = 56 O | TDuncan rs : 
HMatsuyama 14.5 20 20 | AHadwin 97 0 © | AOtaegui 71 O 0 | SStallings 56 0. 60 a a a 
JRahm 144 320 320 | RFisher 9.6 0 =O | JSpaun 71 O 0 | ABland 56 Oo. 60 apt ctl ie a a 
JDay 14.3 520 520 | PUihlein 95 0 ~=6—o. | SKjeldsen 7 0 07 BStone 5.6 Oo 60 i ae. AO 
F Molinari 142 520 520 | DBerger 95 0 0 | TDetry 7 OO | BGarnett 56 Oo. 60 eee ie a. a 
RFowler 141 320 320 | RKnox 94 0 0 | EvanRooyen 7 O 0 | ACejka 5.5 Oe leanne 0 a de 
BDeChambeau 14 20 20 | ALevy 9.4 0 9 | YPoston e O 0 | DDrysdale = 5.5 Oo. 60 eee oe 
i 4.2 0 0 
SGarcia 139 -20 -20| BSnedeker 93 -20 -20 | MLorenzo-Vera 69 O 0 | TMerritt 5.5 a Oca 
KStreelman 68 0 0 | BStuard 5.5 0 0 | RGoosen 41 0 0 
TFleetwood 13.8 20 20) BHaas 9.3 0 0 : Tl li 4] 2 20 
JSpi HVarner Ill 68 0 0 | JChoi 55 0 0 mmetman : 
pieth 13,7 80 80 | BHunAn 9.3 0 0 DHearn 41 0 0 
SHend 6.7 0 0 | TGooch 5.5 0 0 : . 
XSchauffele 136 720 720 | CHadley 9.2 0 0 : MNixon 41 0 0 
BWatson 135 200 200 | LGlover 91 0: ~.G'| 2Brown G7 oD) Biamins ae o 4 ; 
‘ : 0 O | ARomero 5.4 0 9 | OFarr 41 0 0 
TWoods 134 1020 1020 | LWestwood 91 o 60 | BGay 6.6 NLindheim 41 0 (OO 
PCasey 133-20. -20 | JWalker 9 20 20 | YMiyazato 66 Oh) BMepewell oe OO | Srermand 409 #0 OO 
TFi KMeen-whee 6.6 O 0 | RWattel 5.4 0 60 es 
inau 13.2. 520 520 | JHolmes 9 20 20 ; : GChalmers 4 8) 0 
MK : SKodaira 6.6 20 20 | TJaidee 5.3 0 0 
uchar 131 200 200 | JLuiten 9 0 0 DL 65 0 o | PPittavarat 53 0 9 | DFathauer 4 0 0 
PReed 13 20. 20 | JHarding 9 200 200 oa Mayers JHenry 4 0.)60hOCOO 
TH : RSterne 6.5 0 0 | KKraft 5.3 0 0 
jatton 125 20 20 | ASullivan 9 0 0) : : Bde Jonge 4 0) 0 
. SJamieson 6.5 0 0 | SVincent 5.3 0 0 
MLeishman 124 20 20 | SSharma 8.9 0 0 JOlazabal 4 -20 -20 
PMi ; APavan 6.5 0 0 | ABaddeley 5.2 0 0 
ickelson 12.3 110 110 | LBjerregaard 88 80 =680 JWagner 4 0 0 
; : ? DBurmester 6.5 0 O | BHebert 5.2 0 0 ? 
WSimpson 121 520 520 | OSchniederjans 8.8 0 0 : : MWeir 4 -20 -20 
: DLipsky 6.5 0 0] MKinhutt 52 06 OO : 
ANoren 12 20 20 | EGrillo 8.7 20 20 i inowsianarond 65 0 0 | RRock 51 0 0 VSingh 4 -20 -20 
AScott 119 110 110 | CPaisley 8.6 0) 0 SDahmen 6. 5 0 0 | NBertasio 51 0 0 FCouples 4 -20 -20 
HStenson 118 20 20 | SHan 8.5 0 0 DLingmerth 64 0 0 | MKorhonen 51 0 0 ACabrera 4 -20 -20 
LOosthuizen 117 20 20 | SKang 8.4 0 0 CPan 64 0 0 | JLagergren 51 0 0 SWheatcroft 4 0 0 
PCantlay 116 = =6320) = 320 | KMitchell 84 20 20 GBhullar 63 0 0 | JBlixt 51 0 0 LMize 4 -20  -20 
RCabrera-Bello 11.5 20 20) KNa 8.3 20 20 RArmour 63 0 0 | RSabbatini 5 0 0 MJimenez 4 0 0 
KKisner 114 80 80 | SCink 83 -20 -20 | niataoka 63 0. 60 | EEls 5 0 9 | olyle 4 e 
GWoodland 113 20 20 | ALabhiri 8.3 O O| jsorivener 63 0 01 AQuiros 5 0 © | Banger 4 
MFitzpatrick 11.2 80 80 | Simahira 8.3 20 20.) Weaven 63 0 0 | BBurgoon 5 0 g_ | _Weosnam 4 20 -20 
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Sexton ‘very much in 
eadership mode’ 





Lancaster pleased 
Leinster's big guns in 
place for high-quality 
Toulouse test 


When Warren Gatland chose 
to omit Brian O’Driscoll from 
the third Lions Test in Austral- 
ia six years ago, he maintained 
that experience was overrated. 

Such is Stuart Lancaster’s re- 
nowned ability to develop 
young players and back them 
for big games, you’d venture 
he’d be of like mind, but the 
Leinster head coach also 
knows the value of experience 
for games such as Sunday’s 
Heineken Champions Cup 
semi-final against Toulouse at 
the Aviva Stadium. 

Two seasons ago injuries de- 
nied Leinster the services of 
Rob Kearney, Jamie Heaslip, 
Sean O’Brien and Dave Kear- 
ney, as well as Cian Healy 
through suspension, for the 
27-22 semi-final defeat by Cler- 
mont in Lyon. 

Last season, Kearney was 
back at fullback, as was Healy, 
while Scott Fardy had arrived, 
James Ryan had emerged and 
with O’Brien again sidelined, 
Jordi Murphy was at number 
eight, as Leinster beat the Scar- 
lets 38-16. 

The return of Devin Toner 
and Robbie Henshaw for last 
Saturday’s defeat at home by 
Glasgow was augmented by 
O’Brien also coming through 
what Lancaster described as 
another good run-out for the 
flanker. 


“T thought he got better as 
the game went on as well. I 
think he grew into the game.” 

With Johnny Sexton also 
back in full training, and Tad- 
hg Furlong expected to be 
available for selection after his 
knee injury against Glasgow, 
Lancaster took comfort from 
the presence of so much experi- 
ence at the start of their big- 
gest week of the season to date. 

“There’s an experience 
about the group when you’re 
looking around the room this 
morning that will help us to pre- 
pare for what’s going to be a 
fantastic game of rugby, but 
against a high-quality team, 
who we’ve got huge respect 
for.” 


Talisman 

Sexton last played for Leinster 
in the tetchy December defeat 
by Munster, and his last outing 
was Ireland’s comprehensive 
loss away to Wales, but the 
province’s all-time leading 
points scorer, captain and talis- 
man recovered from his quad 
issue to train at the end of last 
week. 

“We trained Thursday and 
we had anon-23 session on Fri- 
day when we had about 20 play- 
ers because we rested quite a 
few for the Glasgow game. It 
was a bit of a ‘Stuesday’ ona Fri- 
day and he survived,” said a 
smiling Lancaster, in refer- 
ence to the training day moni- 
ker the players named in his 
honour. 

Lancaster added that Sex- 
ton is “very much in leadership 
mode” and while Ireland’s 
anti-climactic Six Nations rep- 
resented a different challenge 
from coming off last season’s 
Grand Slam “there’s more 
than enough belief in the play- 
ers and the coaching group 
that we can deliver the perfor- 
mance. But we’re by no means 
complacent”. 

There’s a view out there that 
Leinster haven’t hit their best 
form this season in Europe, yet 
here they are again with a 


home semi-final after scoring 
the most tries in the pool stag- 
es. 
“T think people’s memories 
are reasonably short because 
the Wasps game we played 
some outstanding rugby, I 
thought,” ventured Lancaster. 
“The first game was probably 
our best performance of the 
season.” 

“Then we went to Toulouse 
and I think the disappointing 
thing about that performance 
was we gave them such an ear- 
lylead, got back to 27-21, and ul- 
timately lost 28-27 on the inter- 
cept. Of the two Bath games, 
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the one at Bath was tough on 
the back of the November inter- 
nationals, but we played well at 
the Aviva to beat them by 40 
odd points. 

“We beat Toulouse at home 
and then put 40 points on 
Wasps away from home. 

“The Ulster game is the 
most recent game on people’s 
minds and Ulster’s results re- 
cently, particularly last week- 
end, gives you an idea of how 
good we felt Ulster were going 
into it and how well Ulster 


m Johnny Sexton in 

full training yesterday 

for Leinster’s showdown 
with Toulouse at the 

Aviva Stadium on Sunday. 
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played on that particular 
game. 

“So, yeah, it’s a completely 
different scenario from last 
year. We’re the champions, 
we’re the hunted rather than 
the hunters and that makes the 
difference. But we’re confident 
in our ability to turn it on fora 
big game. We’ll need to this 
week.” 

Toulouse responded to their 
defeat by Leinster at the RDS 
in January by winning their 
next six matches, including 
their comeback with 14 men 
for the last hour away to Rac- 
ing in the quarter-finals. 


Front-liners 

The Top 14 leaders’ only other 
defeat in their last 23 matches 
was a fortnight ago against a 
fired-up Toulon in Marseilles, 
when Ugo Mola opted for a 
largely second string team, be- 
fore reinstating many of this 
front-liners for last Sunday’s 
47-44 comeback win over Cler- 
mont. 

“You only have to look at 
their track record of results 
since we played them in The 
RDS,” said Lancaster. 

“They’ve won consistently 
since then, other than Toulon, 
when they sent pretty much 
their second string out for that. 
Even the weekend game 
against Clermont, to come 
back from 44-33 down with ten 
to goand win it 47-44; the quar- 
ter-final against Racing, down 
to 14 men with 60 to go and 
won away from home. So it’s a 
proper challenge.” 

Ticket sales have topped 
40,000, with 600 or so from 
Toulouse, as the Easter Bank 
Holiday is liable to limit the at- 
tendance to no more than 
45,000. 








McCall expects fans to boo Vunipola 
again over homophobic remark 


Saracens director of rugby 
Mark McCall expects fans to 
again boo Billy Vunipola follow- 
ing the forward’s official warn- 
ing from the Rugby Football 
Union for ahomophobic Insta- 
gram comment. 

McCall confirmed Vunipola 
will start Saturday’s Champi- 
ons Cup semi-final against 
Munster at the Ricoh Arena, 
then said the number eight 
must handle whatever flak 
comes his way. The 41-cap 
backrower has been warned by 
club and country after a social 
media post last week that read 
“man was made for woman to 
procreate that was the goal 
no?” 

The England star had likeda 
social media post from Austral- 
ia’s Israel Folau, that stated 
“hell awaits” for “homosexu- 
als”, and was subsequently 
booed by supporters during 
Saracens’ 23-21 Premiership 
defeat at Bristol on Saturday. 
Asked if he hopes fans will not 
boo Vunipola again, McCall 
said: “That’s not something we 
can control to be honest. What- 
ever happens will happen. He 
has got to deal with that, and 
we've got to deal with that as a 
group. It’s probably better to 
expect it to happen, and then 
wait and see.” 


Wallabies fullback Folau’s 
career is in tatters after he was 
sacked by the Australian Rug- 
by Union (ARV) for his contro- 
versial Instagram post. The de- 
vout Christian has pledged to 
accept his fate, while England 
star Vunipola has been warned 
about his future conduct after 
liking Folau’s post. 


Concerned 

Asked if McCall was concerned 
for Vunipola’s mental state, 
McCall continued: “No. Billy’s 
sensitive, but I think he’s also 
strong. He’s also got a group 
he’s been with for a long time 
now, anda group who support 
their team-mates.” 

Escaping a fine or a ban 
leaves Vunipola available for 
England’s four warm-up Tests 
ahead of autumn’s World Cup. 
The RFU statement read: “Fol- 
lowing a meeting between the 
RFU and Billy Vunipola, the 
Saracens forward has been is- 
sued with a formal warning un- 
der RFU rule 5.12 for conduct 
prejudicial to the interests of 
the union or the game. 

“The warning will be re- 
tained on his disciplinary re- 
cord for a period of five years 
and may be taken into account 
in future disciplinary proceed- 
ings. During the meeting the 





player expressed genuine re- 
gret at his public comments 
and understood that he had 
caused hurtand offenceas are- 
sult of his actions. “He has 
been reminded of his responsi- 
bilities as an England player 
and as an ambassador for the 
game, which values inclusivity 
and respect.” 

Saracens also issued Vunipo- 
la a formal warning after their 
own investigation, admitting 


m Mark McCall 
“It’s probably 
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it to happen, 
and then wait 
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the England star was guilty ofa 
“serious error of judgment”. 
Vunipola himself insisted his 
“intention was never to cause 
suffering”, though stopped 
short of offering an apology. 
The response from club and 
country has been welcomed by 
Stonewall, the LGBT equality 
charity, and by International 
Gay Rugby, the umbrella or- 
ganisation for the world’s gay 
and inclusive rugby clubs. 
Channel 4 has dropped the Aus- 
tralian-born forward of Ton- 


gan heritage as one of the faces 
of their Heineken Champions 
Cup coverage while Saracens’ 
main sponsor Allianz said yes- 
terdy they support the club in 
issuing the warning. 

Condemnation has also 
come from the Rugby Players’ 
Association and Premiership 
Rugby. Stonewall, meanwhile, 
praised the speed of the re- 
sponse to a post that appeared 
on Friday. “We’re pleased that 
both the RFU and Saracens 
have taken swift action against 
Billy Vunipola’s anti-LGBT 
comments on social media,” 
Stonewall director of sport 
Kirsty Clarke said. 

“We know there is still lots 
of work to do to combat dis- 
crimination and anti-LGBT 
abuse in sport and it’s great to 
see clubs and sporting bodies 
taking steps to make sure sport 
is a place where everyone feels 
like they can participate.” 

Folau must inform Rugby 
Australia by this if he is to ap- 
peal against their decision to 
terminate his contract. Ifno ap- 
peal is forthcoming, his union 
career is over Down Under and 
there is no route back to his 
league roots after the Australi- 
an Rugby League ruled outare- 
turn due to his homophobic re- 
marks. 
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experience and home advantage are 
Leinster's trump cards in clash to savour 


oulouse are coming to Dublin. 

Munster face Saracens in Coven- 

try. The best four European teams, 

with 12 titles between them. All 
looking like potential champions. 

What could possibly cloud the lead-up 
to this rugby bonanza? 

Iam not going to make this a column 
about Israel Folau or Billy Vunipola 
because neither man deserves our full 
attention. 

Folau’s career in rugby, union and 
League, appears to be over - certainly 
with the Wallabies — while Vunipola’s 
supportive social media post is allowed to 
remain on the internet by his employers 
without sanction. 

Saracens disagreed with what Vunipola 
stated, noting it “contravenes his contrac- 
tual obligations,” but a warning about his 
future conduct was deemed sufficient 
punishment; the very policy Australian 
rugby took with Folau last year when he 
said gay people are going to “hell unless 
they repent”. 

The RFU were content yesterday to put 
Vunipola on probation for five years after 
“the player expressed genuine regret at 
his public comments”. 

No fine. No apology. No removal of the 
Instagram post. 

There is an irony to professional 
athletes —idols to thousands -— using a 
public platform to promote a doctrine yet 
failing to meet the very standards they 
preach about. Using social media to attack 
homosexuals and other “sinners” while 
eagerly pushing brands and sponsored 
products is a blatant contradiction. 

Do what I tweet but not what I actually 
do. 

The great All Black flanker Michael 
Jones missed three matches at the 1991 
World Cup because they fell on a Sunday. 
Here was a genuine example of a deeply 
religious man who was content with his 
own beliefs and didn’t feel the need to 
judge others for theirs. 

Isee Channel 4 dropped the “Billy 
Cam” from their rugby coverage. 

Ialso see Folau’s Instagram post for 
“Asics” trainers in between “Jesus 
Changed My Life” and “If the atheist is 
right the Christian has nothing to worry 
about [but] if the Christian is right the 
atheist has everything to worry about.” To 
the backdrop of these words is ahand 
reaching from what are presumably the 
flames of hell. 

Can you believe we are talking about 
this subject? 

That’s his perspective. The contradic- 
tion is clear but what is also obvious is 
modern societal norms are at odds with 
the religious beliefs as interpreted by 
Folau and Vunipola. 


World champions 

It comes back to what is acceptable to 
those who pay their salaries. When pro 
sport stars interact with the general public 
in 2019 certain opinions cannot be 
uttered, right? 

At the very least there should be 
employment consequences. A warning for 
the first offence seems about right, I 
suppose, but something tells me this is not 
the end of the conversation. That’s 
enough. 

Back to the rugby, I see the All Blacks 
have lost Damian McKenzie to an ACL 
injury. That’s three men - Dan Leavy, 
Folau and McKenzie -all set to light up 
Japan in the autumn, gone. Injury rates 
are falling in rugby but the severity of the 
injuries are increasing. 








m Leinster’s James Lowe celebrates a 
try against Saracens during the 
Champions Cup quarter-final last season 
at the Aviva Stadium. Lowe is a game 
changer but wingers can be shut out of 
tight games. 

PHOTOGRAPH: TOMMY DICKSON/INPHO 


Again, a topic we will inevitably revisit. 

I’m not going to shed a tear for the 
world champions just yet. 

Remember 2015 when Nehe Mil- 
ner-Skudder came from obscurity to 
destroy defences with pace and evasion 
when everyone else sought power and 
size? Maybe Milner-Skudder wilagaints 
in-form Toulousel reappear this season. 
New Zealand will unearth someone 
special, don’t worry about them. 

But never mind the other parishes. We 
have plenty to entertain our lost souls at 
the Ricoh Arena and Aviva Stadium. 

Toulouse were magnificent when 
beating Clermont 47-44 last Sunday. Most 
interesting of all for Leinster is they 
rotated several players. 

Medard and Ntamack came off the 
bench while the multitalented Antoine 
Dupont did a job at outhalf. 

Frontrow mobility remains a weakness 
but the rest of their pack were incredible. 
Richie Grey and South African flanker 
Rynhardt Elstadt are weapons not fully 
utilised during the tournament’s pool 
stages. Kolbe looks untouchable whether 
he is gifted space or not, Lethal even when 


Heineken Champions Cup Semi-final 





heslips. 

This is more like the Toulouse we 
encountered in the 2010 and 2011 semi-fi- 
nals than the team Leinster exposed in 
January at avery windy RDS. 

Being in Dublin should tip the scales in 
Leinster’s favour. Home advantage 
always matters butit’s no guarantee of 
progress. 

We lost the 2010 semi down in Tou- 
louse because we allowed them inch intoa 
9-0 lead, hauled it back to 9-all, only for 
Yannick Jauzion to put them 16-9 ahead. 
Probably the greatest club side ever 
assembled threw everything at us andI 
remember David Skrela cutting between 
myself and Shaun Berne for the killer 
score. 

Ramos and Ntamack have struggled in 
three games against Irish opposition this 
season but the rebirth of French attacking 
flair is happening before our eyes. Lein- 
ster, at their efficient best, can deny these 
young playmakers any foothold in the 
game. 


Immediate impac 
Toulouse arrive full of confidence and 
momentum while Leinster have constant- 
ly, and understandably, changed their 
team since the Ulster quarter-final. 
That’s the worry. Being able to use 56 
players has proved an enormous benefit 
for Leo Cullen but this weekend is all 
about fielding the best 23. 
The three into two problem reappears, 
yet again. Actually, it is two into one as 








The current Leinster group 
have learned this lesson, 
after the extra-time loss to 
Toulon in 2015 and the 2017 
defeat to Clermont in Lyon. 
Experience is their trump 
card against Toulouse, 
against Ntamack and 
Ramos. 


Scott Fardy, to my mind, has to make the 
match-day squad. 

So, it’s between Jamison Gibson-Park 
and James Lowe. Leinster needed Lowe’s 
input for two tries to overcome Saracens 
last season but they won the final in Bilbao 
without him (when they had Leavy and Isa 
Nacewa). 

It’s an enormous call. Lowe has previ- 
ously missed out for logical reasons. He is 
a game changer but wingers can be shut 
out of tight games (yes, they can also win 
them with a moment of magic) while 
Gibson-Park should have an immediate 
impact should Leinster be chasing scores 





in the final quarter. 

The change in tempo that Gibson-Park 
for Luke McGrath can deliver has proved 
too compelling an alternative weapon for 
Cullen and Stuart Lancaster in major 
European games. Tough on Lowe but 
another huge opportunity for Dave 
Kearney or Adam Byrne (or bothif the 
Ulster back three is retained). 

Sunday is all about applying pressure, 
living in Toulouse’s territory and playing 
cuprugby. Toulouse must not be allowed 
replicate last week’s attacking master- 
class. This must be a different type of 
game. It promises to be a battle to rank 
beside any of Leinster’s 10 previous 
semi-finals. 

I played in seven of them. Won four, lost 
three. Four in Dublin, lost two of them, 
although 2006 felt like Thomond Park on 
amphetamines. 


Familiarity factor 
Leinster are banking on the familiarity 
factor. Facing Perpignan in the 2003 
semi, even with it being at Lansdowne 
road, was an alien environment. Mal 
O’Kelly anda few others were tuned into 
the pace but too many of us were not 
ready. I remember failing to clear an early 
ruck and Mal horsing in behind me. He 
dragged me off the ground, “Come on, 
Darce,” already in motion to next ruck. 

It was the same feeling I had asa 
16-year-old playing Senior Cup for 
Clongowes. 

The first half felt about five minutes 





long, the second half even shorter. 

“Oh Lord no, it’s over, we lost”. 

Six long years and one enormously 
painful defeat passed before atonement. I 
was ready for that Munster game in 2006. 
Once the game started the sea of red 
didn’t matter. But Munster had lost two 
European finals. They knew how to beat 
Leinster. They had developed a ruthless- 
ness, even harking back to their Shannon 
contingent Axel [Anthony Foley] and 
[John] Hayes dominating the AIL, acup 
smart mentality. 

The current Leinster group have 
learned this lesson, after the extra-time 
loss to Toulon in 2015 and the 2017 defeat 
to Clermontin Lyon. Experience is their 
trump card against Toulouse, against 
Ntamack and Ramos. 

The French aristocrats — to batter an 
old cliché - are back on the elite stage of 
European rugby but Leinster should 
make them earn the right to win the title. 

No better lesson than being scoldedina 
semi-final. 

Billy Vunipola and Saracens will seek to 
give Munster the same medicine they have 
had to swallow in recent seasons. That’s 
what we will be talking about next week; 
two great matches over a stunning 
weekend of rugby. 

Not the other stuff. Sport needs to be 
inclusive. It doesn’t matter who you are 
when the curtain rises —it only matters 
what you do. 

Surely in this day and age we can 
separate church and rugby 


Van Graan has full faith in Bleyendaal's 
temperament for the big stage 





Munster coach and 
players united in 
their appreciation 
of outhalt’s 
leadership skills 


Tyler Bleyendaal made an im- 
mediate impression on Johann 
van Graan when the South Afri- 
can took over as head coach in 
Munster in November 2017 and 
nothing in the interim has done 
anything to diminish the es- 
teem in which the New Zea- 
land-born outhalf is held by 


both the coaching cadre and 
playing group. 

On Saturday if, as anticipat- 
ed, Joey Carbery’s hamstring 
precludes him from playing, 
van Graan will entrust the 
28-year-old New Zealand-born 
and Irish-qualified Bleyendaal 
with the number 10 jersey, for 
Munster’s Heineken Champi- 
ons Cup semi-final against Sara- 
cens at the Ricoh Arena in Cov- 
entry. 

Bleyendaal’s injury profile is 
well documented, as is his cour- 
age and bravery, but what is 
less regularly referred to is his 
selflessness. Van Graan offered 
to fill in the blanks. 


Calmness 
“His composure and his calm- 
ness impressed me straight 
away and Tyler is avery consist- 
ent guy, whether injured or not, 
he gives the same amount of in- 
put every week. 

“He sits in on every meeting 
and he is just one of those guys 
in the team that is areal energy 


giver. He doesn’t say that 
much, but what he says has got 
some real value and he is a mas- 
sive influence at Munster Rug- 
by. 
“There were a lot of ques- 
tions asked as to why I re-signed 
him (on anew contract that will 
keep him at Munster until 
2021) and it is specifically for 
weeks like this. He is a great 
man, a very good rugby player, 
he understands the game of rug- 
by and I think we are very lucky 
to have him.” 

Bleyendaal was parachuted 
into the Champions Cup quar- 
ter-final against Edinburgh at 
Murrayfield, following a 
first-half hamstring injury to 
Carbery, providing a pivotal in- 
put in securing victory, gob- 
bling up an overthrown lineout 
and then kicking a magnificent 
touchline conversion to high- 
light two critical interventions. 

He followed that up with a 
65-minute outing against the 
Scarlets but Van Graan wasn’t 
prepared to risk sending Bley- 


endaal to Treviso for a Prol4 
game. JJ Hanrahan proved an 
accomplished deputy. 

The Munster coach ex- 
plained: “The reason I didn’t 
pick him against Benetton was 
if something happens again 
you’ve got to have another fly 
half available and I thought JJ 
really played well.” 

It’s not just Van Graan that 
recognises Bleyendaal’s 
wide-ranging contribution. In- 
side centre Rory Scannell has 
played alongside all four Mun- 
ster outhalves this season, Car- 
bery, Bleyendaal, Hanrahan 
and Bill Johnston and is perfect- 
ly placed to offer an insight into 
the disparate qualities. 


Incredibly intelligent 

He said: “They all have differ- 
ent strings to their bow really. 
Joey and JJ probably have that 
bit more ofarunning threat. Ty- 
ler will manage a game brilliant- 
ly for you and put you in the 
right places. Bill Johnston, 
when he’s hada chance, his kick- 


avell 
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ing has been incredible, espe- 
cially off the tee.” 

Speaking specifically about 
Bleyendaal, Scannell contin- 
ued: “He’s incredibly intelli- 
gent, one of these guys who 


could go straight into coaching 
if you asked him today. 

“He’s very calm in the way he 
delivers his messages, even on 
the pitch when there are those 
tense moments. There might 
bea score in it in a big Europe- 
an match and he just sticks with 
the process, sticks to our game 
plan. 

“He helps calm the guys 
around him as well and when 
you see that in your main play- 
maker it helps keep you calm as 
well. Having him alongside you 
is always a benefit and I try to be 
his ears and feed him the info. 


The last few games he’s been in- 
credible, it’s great to see him 
back firing at his best since he’s 
hada fewinjuries. 

“Even when he was injured 
he is in every meeting. He 
wants the team to get better. 
Most lads, when they’re in- 
jured, they’re pretty down and 
can’t help the team on the 
pitch. They try their best to help 
out, looking through clips and 
stuff, [but] the detail he brings 
there to younger guys has been 
areal help.” 


Defeats 

Bleyendaal was Munster’s out- 
half when they lost 26-10 to Sat- 
urday’s opponents Saracens in 
a semi-final at the Aviva Stadi- 
um but for Van Graan, who 
wasn’t the coach at the time, 
there is less direct relevance to 
that result or the fact that the 
province is trying to end a se- 
quence of six successive defeats 
at the penultimate stage of the 
tournament. 

He admitted: “T’d love to say 
that it’s very important, we all 
want to get into a European fi- 
nal but our job for the weekend 
is this 80 minutes of rugby 
ahead. “We can’t look at the 
past. We took what we could 
out of the two semi-final losses 
[Champions Cup and Prol4] 
last season. 


Weekend fixtures 


Saturday 

Heineken Champions Cup semi-final: 
Saracens v Munster, Ricoh Arena, 
Coventry, 3.0. 

European Challenge Cup semi-finals: 
La Rochelle v Sale Sharks, Stade 
Marcel Deflandre, 5.30; Clermont 
Auvergne v Harlequins, Stade Marcel 
Michelin, 8.0 

All-Ireland League (2.30) - Division 
1B/2A relegation/promotion playoffs 
semi-finals: Buccaneers v Queen's 
University, Dubarry Park; Cashel v 
Navan, Spafield. 

Division 2A/2B relegation/promotion 
playoffs semi-finals: Blackrock 
College v Sligo, Stradbrook; Greystones 
v Rainey Old Boys. 

Division 2B/2C relegation/promotion 
playoffs semi-finals: Midleton v Bruff, 
Towns Park; Skerries v Malahide, 
Holmpatrick. 

Bateman Cup Final: City of Armagh v 
Garryowen, Templeville Road, 12.30 


Sunday 
Heineken Champions Cup semi-final: 
Leinster v Toulouse, Aviva Stadium, 3.15 


“If we win on the weekend 
everybody will say that we’ve 
learned our lessons and if don’t 
then people will say, ‘Munster 
lost in another semi final’. Our 
only focus is what do we do 
through the week and how do 
we handle Saracens on Satur- 
day afternoon.” 
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Oxx welcomes plans for Dundalk circuit to be resurfaced 


BRIAN O’CONNOR 


John Oxx believes Dundalk’s 
controversial all-weather cir- 
cuit isn’t suitable for the same 
range of horses as it used to be 
and has welcomed plans for it to 
be resurfaced. 

The hugely respected trainer 
isn’t represented at Dundalk’s 
fixture this evening which has 
attracted just 62 declarations 
over the seven races. 

There have been widespread 
calls for the 12-year-old IPol- 
ytrack artificial surface, which 
is made up of synthetic fibres, 
rubber, sand and wax, to be re- 
placed on the back of reports of 
horses returning home stiff and 
sore after racing onit. The Irish 


Beverley 


Racehorse Trainers Associa- 
tion has urged Dundalk’s man- 
agement to begin the task of re- 
placing the surface as soon as 
possible once its final three 
meetings of the spring pro- 
gramme are finished early next 
month. Those calls have been 
echoed by Horse Racing Ire- 
land’s chief executive Brian Ka- 
vanagh and the Dundalk chief 
executive Jim Martin has indi- 
cated detailed plans for a pro- 
ject that could take over six 
months are currently being 
drawn up. 

Oxx said yesterdat resurfac- 
ing work, which could cost an es- 
timated €2.5 million, will be 
welcomed throughout the 
sport on the back of complaints 


would 


Oxx said. 


of the track being too fast and 
the surface lacking ‘bounce’ . 
“The general consensus is, 
and the management know this 
I believe, that it isn’t the same 
surface as it was originally, and 
they’re prepared to deal with it. 
The same spectrum of horses 
are not suited to it now as were 
capable of running on it at the 
beginning. I think every trainer 
welcome it 
[replacement] at this stage,” 


The Curragh trainer also re- 
ported his new recruit Skitter 
Scatter to be on course for clas- 
sic glory at Newmarket next 
month. Last season’s Moyglare 
Stud Stakes heroine joined Oxx 
after the amalgamation of Pat- 


rick Prendergast’s string into 
the Currabeg team earlier this 
year. Skitter Scatter is as low as 
7-1 in many ante-post lists for 
the Newmarket 1,000 Guineas, 
behind only the impressive Nell 
Gwyn winner Qabala and 
ahead of the Ballydoyle pair, 
Just Wonderful and Fairyland. 


Classic 
“The Guineas is the plan and 
she’s doing fine. So far, so good, 
she’s coming in her coat and 
we’re happy with her,” said the 
man who masterminded Sea 
The Stars’s superb classic cam- 
paign adecade ago. 

Oxx has never landed the 
1,000 Guineas at Newmarket, 
coming closest when Arch 


Going: Good to Firm-Good in Places 





































































































Swing was runner-up to Fin- 
sceal Beo in 2007. He did how- 
ever win the Irish version in 
1995 with Ridgewood Pearl. 

Bookmakers generally rate 
Aidan O’Brien’s’ Group 
One-winning pair Magna Gre- 
cia and Ten Sovereigns as 6-1 
joint-second favourite behind 
Too Darn Hot for Newmarket’s 
2,000 Guineas in less than 
three weeks. “Everything’s go- 
ing according to plan so far and 
both are looking at the Guineas. 
They look to be the main two,” 
said O’Brien. 

The champion trainer won 
with both his runners at Dund- 
alk on Sunday and sends anoth- 
er pair north today including 
the newcomer King Neptune, 


oncemore was a beaten favour- 
ite behind Moments Linger on 
her debut at the track and that 
experience could prove crucial. 

O’Brien’s Dunkirk Harbour 
is one of a handful of runners in 
the three-year-old maiden and 
might face a task against Jessi- 
ca Harrington’s filly Malla- 
coota. This one belied big odds 
last October when third to the 
promising Happen at Leopards- 
town. Course and distance win- 
ner Miss Jabean will have to 
defy topweight and a high draw 
in the five-furlong handicap. 
Olay Power is at the other end 
of the ratings and has a crucial 
inside box. 


markets. 





Willie Mullins memorably 


plans toturn his attention to 
Monday’s €500,000 Boyles- 
ports Irish Grand National. 
lreland’s most valuable 
National Hunt prize is another 
rare pot to have eluded the 
championtrainer during his 
stellar career. Pairof- 
browneyes was switched 
from Aintree to targetthe race 
andisrateda10-1second 
favourite inmany ante-post 


Yesterday Mullins indicat- 
ed lastyear’s narrowly beaten 
runner-up Isleofhopen- 
dreams is another likely to 
take his chance along with 
contenders suchas Total 


Mullins targets elusive Irish National win 


Recall, Bellow Mome andthe 


broke his Cheltenham Gold novice Burrows Saint. 
one of just four lining up for the Cup hoodoo with AlBoum Eightofthe 17 leftin 
two year old maiden. Yesterday- Photo last month and now Sunday's renewal of the 


€100,000 Grade One after the 
latest forfeit stage are Mull- 
ins-trained and they include 
the Arkle hero Duc Des 
Genievres. 

Sunday's other Grade One 
at Fairyhouseis the Irish 
Stallion Farms Mares Novice 
Hurdle, won lastyear by 
Laurinaat prohibitive odds of 
2-11. 

Eglantine Du Seuil carried 
the same Sullivan Bloodstock 
colours toa shock 50-1 
victory inthe mares novice 
eventat Cheltenham last 
month andisamong 21 
entries for Sunday’s race. 

BRIAN O'CONNOR 





Going: Standard 


BRIAN O'CONNOR 
5.45-Yesterdayoncemore | 7.45- All The Mollies 
6.15- Olay Power 8.15- Mallacoota (Nap) 
6.45- Your Pal Tal 8.45- Rockfish 























7.15- Three Majors 
545 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF MAIDEN (PLUS 



































CAPTAIN JOHN 6 (2) 837- SIMON’S SMILE (145) K Burke 3-8-9 BenCurtis | 7 (12) 114- FLOWER POWER (169) (CD) T Coyle 8-9-1 
2.15 Leave Em Alone 4.35 Watchable Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. Dougie Costello 
SP: 9-4 Boutonniere, 5-2 Gabrial The One, 7-2 Whiskey And Water, 6 8 (4) 568- ZIHAAM (193) (CD) Roger Fell 5-8-13_B Sanderson (5) 
re Roche Tee aa Fraser Island, 10 Hoffa, 12 Simon's Smile 9 (8)_7527_GENDARME (25) ADunn 46-12 Luke Morris 
" +. 10 (6) -345 ICONIC GIRL (22) A Balding 4-8-12 Franny Norton 
4.00 City Tour 6.10 Shazzab 4,00 ARGRAIN LTD REMEMBERING LAURABARRY | (0) 104 AIRPLANE (168) (02) T Easterby 4-811 Duran Fentiman 
HANDICAP (4) 7f, 3yo only £5,419 | 12 (7) _426- SWANSWAY (176) (0) MWEasterby6-8-10 Nathan Evans 
2.15 EBF NOVICE AUCTION STAKES (DIV 1) (5) 5f, 1 (6) 31-2 ATTAINMENT (7) (BED) J Tate 3-9-7 David Allan Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. 
2yo only £4,033 | 9 (8) 98-1 OLOROSO (25) (0) ABalding3-9-6 JoshuaBryan(3) | SP:9-2Archive,5 Bit OFA Quirke, 1-2 Just Wait, 7 Airplane, 15-2 Iconic 
1 (1) THEGINGERBULLETRFahey?-9-5 PaulHanagan | 3 (2) 06-2 PACINO (71) RFahey 3-9-5 Tony earnittom «| ser eves PowetilO Swane vey Peers, OIeNS: 
2 (10) COCK ROBIN K Ryan 2-9-4 KevinStott | 4 (7) 215- AXEAXELROD (217)MDods 3-9-5 | Paul Mulrennan 5 40 RACING TV NOVICE STAKES (5) Im 100yds, 
3 (3) BIRDIE BOWERS M Dods 2-9-3 PaulMulrennan | 5 (3) 10-7 AZORAHAI(21)MChannon 3-9-5 Callum Shepherd . ool £4140 
4 (8) CHOCOHOLICB Smart 7-9-3 GrahamLee | 6 (4) 54-1 CITY TOUR (15) (D)MJohnston3-9-4 Joe Fanning yo plus 
5 (4) TONQUIN VALLEY B Ellison 2-9-3 KSchofield(7) | 7 (6) 03-2 LIGHTNING ATTACK (15) RFahey 3-9-4 PaulHanagan | 1 (5) 23 BLINDINGLY(47)BHaslam4-9-5 Andrew Mullen 
6 (9) O HELL OF A JOKER (18) WGM Turner 2-9-2 RWhile(5) | 8 (9) 247- STRONSAY (180) (D) B Smart 3-9-2 GrahamLee | 2 (2) HEAVENLY SECRET (J46) (T) TCoyle 4-9-5 Dougie Costello 
7 (2) 62 BIRKENHEAD (15) (BF)MChannon2-9-1 CallumShepherd | 9 (10) 61-6 JACKAMUNDO(I5)(D)DCarroll3-9-0 | Kevin Stott | 3 (7) 322- KINGDOMBRUNEL (175) D O'Meara 4-9-5 David Nolan 
8 (7) HOVINGHAMN Tinkler 2-9-1 Rowan Scott (3) | 10 (1) 475- PEARL OF QATAR (208) (C) B Ellison 3-8-10 4 (4) 4-44 MOUNT ARARAT (63) K Burke 4-9-5 Ben Curtis 
9 (6) 4 LEAVEEMALONE (9) P Evans 2-8-1] J Fahy BenRobinson(3) | 5 (6) 00-9 PONTECARLO BOY (6) RM Whitaker 5-9-5 
10 (5) SASSY LASSY David Loughnane 2-8-1] TWhelan | Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. Joe Fanning 
Il (|) 2 BETTYS HOPE (14) B Millman 2-8-10 JoeFanning | SP:7-2Oloroso, 4 Attainment, 5 Lightning Attack, 6 Pacino, City Tour, 37-_SPIORAD (196) D O'Meara 4-9-5 S Gray 





Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. 








10 Axe Axelrod, 14 Azor Ahai, Jackamundo, 16 Others. 





(1) 0-70 DUTCH MELODY (8) Lucinda Egerton 5-9-0 




































































SP: 2 Birkenhead, 7-2 Bettys Hope, 13-2 Leave Em Alone, 8 The Ginger Victor Santos (7) 

Bullet, 10 Birdie Bowers, 12 Cock Robin, 14 Hell Of A Joker, 16 4.35 HAPPY 7OTH BIRTHDAY MY SPECIAL MUM 8 (3) EMERALD FOXR Brisland 4-9-0 Luke Morris 

Chocoholic, Tonquin Valley, 20 Others. KATHIE HANDICAP (3) 5f, 4yoplus = £7470 | 9 (9) 520- KATINKA (212) Archie Watson 4-9-0 __ Hollie Doyle 

1 (2) 12-4 SANDRA’S SECRET (2) (CD2) J L Eyre 6-9-10 Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. 

2.50 EBF NOVICE AUCTION STAKES (DIV 2) (9) of, 0 ae ? CierenFallon(7) | SP:9-4 Mount Ararat, 5-2 Kingdom Brunel, 4 Spiorad, 11-2 Blindingly, 6 
2yo only £4,033 | 5 (5) 243- WENTWORTH FALLS (214) (D) G Harker 7-9-7 Katinka, 25 Emerald Fox, Heavenly Secret, 100 Dutch Melody, 

1 (2) 4 GINGEMBRE (9) K Burke 2-9-5 Ben Curtis David Allan | Pontecarlo Boy. 

2 (5) TROUBADOR M Dods 2-9-3 PaulMulrennan | 3 (8) 430- LINEOF REASON (172) (CD) P Midgley 9-9-7 

3 (10) COMEATCHOOT Easterby 2-9-2 David Allan Joe Fanning 6.1 0 RACING AGAIN NEXT THURSDAY FILLIES 

4 (4) NODDY SHUFFLE M W Easterby 2-9-2 NathanEvans | 4 (4) 3-76 TERUNTUM STAR (69)(0)KRyan7-9-6 _ Kevin Stott HANDICAP (5) 1m 100yds,4yoplus = £4,285 

5 (i) PUERTO SOL B Ellison 2-9-2 BenRobinson(3) | 5 (6) 2431 WATCHABLE (47) (D)DO'Meara9-9-4  DavidNolan | ] (4) _137- IDEAL CANDY (205) (C.D) (H) Mrs K Tutty 4-9-9 S Gray 

6 (3) RODNEE TEE D O'Meara 2-9-2 CMcGovern(3) | & (3) 418- BILLY DYLAN (207) (D4) DO'Meara4-9-1_ CMcGovern(3) | 9 (12) 8-13 GAINSAY (9) (D) J Portman 4-9-7 Nicola Currie 

7 (9) JAKODOBROB Smart 2-9-1 Graham Lee 7 (7) O60- RAPID APPLAUSE (172) (CD) MW Easterby 7-9-1 3 (2) -407 ALEXANDRAKOLLONTAI (19) (D4) (B) A Whillans 9-9-7 

8 (6) 6 LILI WEN FACH (9) P Evans 2-8-12 JFahy | Nathan Evans Connor Murtagh (5) 

9 (8) NOSTALGIC AIR Mrs R Carr 2-8-11 James Sullivan | 8 (1) 672- AIRSHOW (205) (H) M Appleby 4-8-10 Luke Morris 7) 2122. ELIXSOFT (12) (D) Roger Fell 4-9-6 Ben Curtis 

10 (7) VODKA DAWN Phillip Makin 2-8-11 SamJames | Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. 10) 2-54 BUBBLY (95) M Loughnane 4-9-1 Luke Morris 

Last Year: No corresponding race. SP: 3 Watchable, 7-2 Airshow, Sandra's Secret, 4 Wentworth Falls, 12 1) 003- SHAZZAB (191) (D) RFahey 4-9-0 Paul Hanagan 





SP: 9-4 Gin Gembre, 4 Lili Wen Fach, 11-2 Rodnee Tee, 6 Troubador, 8 
Puerto Sol, 12 Comeatchoo, 16 Vodka Dawn, Jakodobro, 20 Others. 


Billy Dylan, Line Of Reason, 14 Teruntum Star, 20 Rapid Applause. 
5.10 WESTWOOD HANDICAP (5) 1m 4f, 4yo plus 



















































































3) O66- KYLIE RULES (205) Mrs R Carr 4-8-12 James Sullivan 
9) _908- MAKE ON MADAM (205) (CD) JL Eyre 7-8-12 Joe Fanning 




















Times Form: Ar Saoirse has been knocking on the door over 5f lately 
and could appreciate the return to 6f, over which he was narrowly 
denied in a handicap here in March. David Marnane’s charge could be a 
tactical danger to all from the front in this small field, however, on 
these terms, the 72-rated KASBAH still looks the one to be on for win 
purposes. Hathig, who sports a first-time tongue-tie, doesn't have 
many miles on the clock and is also respected at the weights. 
SELECTION: Kasbah DANGER: Ar Saoirse 


Times Form: ALL THE MOLLIES showed no ill effects of an absence 
when finishing a creditable fourth over track and trip 12 days ago and 
with the benefit of that outing now under her belt, an improved 
showing could be on the cards. Tennesse Waltz has been running 
consistently well in claimers here over the winter and has place 
claims now back ina handicap. Any money for Joseph O'Brien's 
handicap debutant Ingelara would also be worth heeding. 


SELECTION: All The Mollies DANGER: Ingelara 


















































10) Sf, 2yo only €9,240 7.15 LMFMDUAL RACE NIGHT FRIDAY 3RD MAY 8.15 AVENUE INN MAIDEN 1m 3f, 3yo only =€7,700 
1 (i) KING NEPTUNE AP O'Brien 2-9-5 Donnacha O'Brien HANDICAP (45-70) 7f, 4yo plus €6,775 
2 (5) __4 LISARD ZARA (0) TCooper 2.2.0, bum Roche. 1 ())_ 4007 HEEHAW(1) (C)AMcGuinness5-100 DPDavis(10) | 1 (3) 07-3 DUNKIRKHARBOUR (I6)APOBrien385 Donnacha OBrien 
(2) sw Harrington 2s aneroley | 2 (10) 2513 NISIOR DONN (8) (CD2) (T) G Cromwell 5-10-0 2 (5) 00-0 LETHAL ENDEAVOUR (10) Andrew Slattery 3-9-5 
4 (4) 2 YESTERDAYONCEMORE (12) (BF) J AStack2-9-0 Chris Hayes Donagh O'Connor (3) Ben Coen (5) 
ne as SKITTER SCATTER 90, R P Whelan 5-1 (P J Prendergast), 3 (2) 8525 SILK CRAVAT (4) (C2.0)JGGeoghegan6-10-0 BenCoen(5) | 3 (2) 32 PEARLMAN (26)MHalford39-5 RonanWhelan 
rawn (I),5 ran. 4 (Il) 560- ALIKELY STORY (185) (CD) T G McCourt 6-9-8 4 () LADY OF LUXURY (260) M McNiff 3-9-0 Leigh Roche 
SP: 6-5 Yesterdayoncemore, 6-4 King Neptune, 11-2 Shines Her Light, 8 ColinKeane | 5 (4) 03 MALLACOOTA (172) Mrs J Harrington 3-9-0 
Lisard Zara. 5 (7) 2450 DOLLAR VALUE (26) (D) T G McCourt 4-9-7 Shane Foley 
Times Form: YESTERDAYONCEMORE was well supported in the Conor Maxwell (3) | Last Year: DRAPERS GUILD 95, D O'Brien 5-1 (JP O'Brien), drawn (2),5 
market when only finding an experienced rival too good on her debut 6 (4) 0-33 FIVEHUNDREDMILES (12) J J Lambe 6-9-6 ran. 
oe ee Gavin Ryan (7) | §P:13-8 Dunkirk Harbour, 7-4 Mallacoota, 2 Pearlman, 25 Lady Of 
augnter or No Nay Never Cou e very Nard to beat. shines her 7 (12) 60-0 NAILED ON NINA (8) (D) Patrick Martin 4-9-6 
Light cost 60,000 euros asa yearling and she is a half-sister to the ) Ree) Ratelek Mar ok Gallagher Eun 33 Lethal Endeavour. : 
Group 1 winner Ventura Storm. King Neptune is another newcomer 8 ©) 0-05 PUSHAQ 33) (1) Anthony MeCann6-95 Times Form: DUNKIRK HARBOUR was much improved for the step 
to note, while Lisard Zara cannot be discounted. ) (33) (H.T) Anthony Mc oe Sheehy (5) up to amile on his reappearance at Navan last month and, having 
: Shi ; shaped like even further could be needed, it would be no surprise if the 
SELECTION: Yesterday oneemicre DANCER shines ner nant ||" 9) 13:5 FOOTSTEPS AT DAWN (12) (C) (T) Shane Nolan 4-9-2 calvaasle three-year-old builds on that recent third now facia 
6.15 HEN & STAG PACKAGES AT DUNDALK —= Oisin Orr (3) | im3f. Pearlman was beaten less than a length over track and trip last 
STADIUM HANDICAP 5f, 3yo only £6,775 10 (6) 07-0 PHOENIX LIGHTNING (8) (T) Ross O'Sullivan 4-9-0 time and is respected, while Mallacoota finished last season off in 
Wayne Lordan | encouraging fashion when third at Leopardstown and the Australia 
(10) 381- MISS JABEAM (152) (CD) (B) AA Howard 3-9-10 __ Oisin Orr (3) Ml (8) 85-4 ARCANECHO (3) Thomas Cleary 4-8-11 RoryCleary | filly has to be considered on her first outing of 2019. 
(7) 0-83 WILL BE KING (47) Patrick Joseph Hayes 3-9-0 _TomMadden(3) | 12 (3) 7575 THREE MAJORS (19) (CD) (B) Anthony McCann 6-8-6 SELECTION: Dunkirk Harbour DANGER: Pearlman 





3) _222- SUNDANCE STAR (222) KJ Condon3-9-9 | WJLee 
9) 7330 COMPTON'S FINALE (18) A Keatley 3-9-6 Leigh Roche 
6) _530- SUNSET NOVA (180) Andrew Slattery 3-9-5 | BenCoen (5) 
5) 581- EMILY GRACE (173) (CD) (B) MC Grassick 3-8-13 

Killian Leonard (3) 
7 (8) 704- JARROCHO (161) (T) D Marnane 3-8-12 Mark Gallagher 
8 (2) 9-68 DANDY BELLE (8) (B) Richard O'Brien 3-8-10 Chris Hayes 
9 (4) 54-3 ASSOCIATE ROCK (26) (H) Thomas Cleary 3-8-9 
Rory Cleary 




















10 (1) 377- OLAY POWER (161) (H) E Lynam 3-8-7 

Danny Sheehy (5) 
Last Year: GOTTARDO 10 4,M O'Connor(10) 5-1 (J A Stack), drawn (3), 8 ran. 
SP: 10-3 Sundance Star, 7-2 Miss Jabeam, 13-2 Emily Grace, 7 Will Be 
King, Olay Power, 8 Jarrocho, 10 Associate Rock, 12 Dandy Belle, 


Compton's Finale, 20 Sunset Nova. 








































































































Times Form: WILL BE KING made the frame in a decent maiden over 





Killian Leonard (3) 
Last Year: A LIKELY STORY 5811, DE Sheehy(5) 10-1 (T G McCourt), 
drawn (7), 14 ran. 





SP: 3 Nisior Donn, 7-2 Fivehundredmiles, 5 Silk Cravat, 7 Footsteps At 
Dawn, 8 A Likely Story, 14 Three Majors, Dollar Value, Hee Haw, 16 
Others. 





Times Form: FIVEHUNDREDMILES posted a solid effort in defeat 
over Im when third here last time and is entitled to take a forward 
step now cutting back in trip and fitted with first-time cheekpieces. 
Footsteps At Dawn finished fifth behind the selection off this mark 
last time and is capable of finishing on the premises, while Silk 
Cravat, a distance winner, makes some appeal on his 6f neck second 
off Lb higher here in March. 

SELECTION: Fivehundredmiles DANGER: Footsteps At Dawn 


7.45 CROWNEPLAZA RACE & STAY APPRENTICE 
HANDICAP (45-65) 1m, 3yo plus €6,160 


8,45 DUNDALK STADIUM - LIGHT UP YOUR NIGHT 
HANDICAP (45-65) 1m 4f, 4yo plus  €6,160 


1 (14) 5353 ALCANDER (26) (CD) (T) Francis J Flood 6-10-0 

Kevin Manning 

2 (4) 8045 ROCKFISH (3) (C) JP O'Brien 4-9-13 | HJ Horgan (10) 

3 (7) 3-80 EARL OF BUNNACURRY (18) G Cromwell 5-9-12 

Gary Carroll 
Rory Cleary 














4 (9) 
5 (8) 


743/ BRUINNEALL (497) Thomas Cleary 5-9-11 
0-07 GLENBANK KING (3) (D) (B) L Smyth 11-9-9 
Conor Maxwell (3) 
LEAN AND KEEN (J31) (C) (B) S Byrne 9-9-5 
Tom Madden (3) 
7 (2) 2323 SHARJAH (3) (CD3) (B) Andrew Slattery 9-9-5 
AJ Slattery (7) 








6 (3) 9/9 








8 (10) 8-96 JAZZY J (3) (T) Anthony McCann 4-9-4 



























































Times Form: Andrew Slattery's consistent course regular SHARJAH 


6f here last month and he could be hard to beat ina handicap off a Danny Sheehy (5) 
mark of 72. Sundance Star hit the crossbar on multiple occasions 1 (3) 218 CAUTIOUS APPROACH (18) (CD) Richard O'Brien 4-10-0 9 (13) /0-3 MISTINESS (12) (B)KHClarke 8-9-3 _ Robbie Colgan 
areas of As ubeanaienyGecs oie en Donagh O'Connor | 10 (12) -155 MISS LOUISE (12) (CD) Mrs D Love 4-9-1 
ai : oe 2 (6) 5320 MULZAMM (8) (CD) Denis Hogan 7-9-13 _ JM Sheridan (7) Killian Leonard (3) 
SELECTION: Will Be King DANGER: Sundance Star 3. (5) _ 55-2 TENNESSE WALTZ (26) (CD) (B)DMarnane 8-912 OisinOrr | 1 (1) 6434 DAYEREH (12) (1)M McNiff 5-9-0 DMcDonogh 
6.45 DUNDALK STADIUM BUSINESS CLUB 2019 4 (4) 0-80 POETIC CHOICE (12) (CD3) (B) KH bee i 12 (11) 09-9 SHOOFLY (103) (D) Miss NLupini6-9-0 _ Shane Foley 
ersse 13 (5) _880- LADY MAGDALA (J25) P McCreery 5-8-8 Leigh Roche 
CLAIMING RACE 6f, 4yo plus 6,160 | § (9) 095 INGELARA(40)(1)JPOBrien492 ShaneCrosse 14 (6) 0-00 LANGHAM (GI) D.JBarry6-8-8 Nathan Crosse (7) 
1 (6) 21/0 HATHIQ(18) (D)(T)DenisHogan5-9-9 _RoryCleary | 6 (10) 7-40 REDBLOODEDCRUISER (14) Shane Nolan 3-9-1 Last Year: SCHOOLBOY ERROR 5 96, C D Hayes 9-2 (Shane Nolan), 
2 (1) 80-0 BLUESBREAKER (33) (C2,D) (B,T) Ross O'Sullivan 7-9-4 Tom Madden | drawn(8), 11 ran. 
RonanWhelan | 7 (2) 6466 LADY ROSEBUD (12) (CD3) Patrick Martin 5-8-13 SP: 10-3 Sharjah, 9-2 Mistiness, Dayereh, 6 Alcander, 13-2 Miss Louise, 
3 (4) 2439 KASBAH (18) (C,D2) (V) AMcGuinness 7-9-4 Colin Keane Gavin Ryan (4) | 8 Rockfish, 14 Lean And Keen, 20 Earl Of Bunnacurry, Shoofly, 
4 (3) 8223 ARSAOIRSE (19) (BF)DMarnane4-9-2 _OisinOrr(3) | 8 (8) 90-4 ALL THE MOLLIES (12) Mrs D Love 5-8-12 Bruinneall, Jazzy J, 25 Others. 
5 (5) 45-9 DOWNTOWN DIVA (11) (B) Jack W Davison 4-9-0 _BenCoen (5) Killian Leonard 
6 ( 


) 
2) 5437 YOUR PAL TAL (12) (CD3) (V) JF Levins 9-8-13 
Wayne Lordan 


9 (1) -000 ROCKAFILLY (42) (B) JNash4-8-9 _CGO’Dwyer (7) 





10 (7) 6-85 FILM NOIR (33) (B) S_Lynam 3-8-7 Danny Sheehy 





7_(7)_ 4940 SEANIE (19) (CD) (B) K Thornton 10-8-12 DMcDonogh 






























































Last Year: SEANIE 9 9 2,D McDonogh 7-2 (D Marnane), drawn (10), 9 
ran. 


SP: 7-4 Kasbah, 5-2 Hathig, 7 Bluesbreaker, 15-2 Your Pal Tal, 8 Ar 
Saoirse, Downtown Diva, 16 Seanie. 














Last Year: POETIC CHOICE 7 913, R P Downey 7-1 (K H Clarke), drawn 
(7), 14 ran. 








SP: 3 Mulzamm, 7-2 Ingelara, 9-2 Tennesse Waltz, 5 All The Mollies, 8 
Cautious Approach, 10 Lady Rosebud, 12 Red Bloodedcruiser, 14 Film 
Noir, 20 Others. 





made the podium once again on Sunday and, up to a trip he was only 
beaten a nose over off just 1Lb lower the time before, he rates as the 
one to beat. Mistiness was back in third in that course and distance 
contest and shouldn't be far away off the same mark, while Alcander 
has to be respected tackling a track and trip he has thrived over in the 
past, with Kevin Manning returning to the saddle. 

SELECTION: Sharjah DANGER: Mistiness 















































Cheltenham Going: Good 
CAPTAIN JOHN 7 /I-3. ESPOIR DE TEILLEE (24) TRGeorge/-ll-3_ JonathanBurke | 9 9331 OCEANCOVE (38) (D)FO'Brien7-ll-| | Paddy Brennan 
: 8 P009 GOLDEN BIRTHDAY (137) (T)HFry8-1-0 SeanBowen | 10 4423 DANSLEVENT (2/)(B)JSnowden6-l1-0 Gavin Sheehan 
2.05 Cotswold Way 4.25 Tobefalr - 9 8-23 GOWITHTHEFLOW (85)B Pauling 6-10-12 NicoDeBoinville | 1 | P5I1 THE WELSH PADDIES (18) Kerry Lee 7-10-13 
2.40 Kings Monarch 5.00 Allelu Alleluia 10 _42U9 NOHASSLE HOFF (74) D Skelton 7-10-12 Daryl Jacob Richard Patrick (3) 
3.15 Espoir De Teillee 5.30 Cornborough 1 3111 MAC TOTTIE (194) (D) (H,T) P Bowen 6-10-12 12 3683 GOODBYE DANCER (38) N Twiston-Davies 8-10-12 
3.50 Lithic James Bowen Sam Twiston-Davies 
aa 12 252U HONEST VIC (32) (B)HDaly6-10-6 Richard Patrick(3) | 13 7121 COPPER GONE WEST (25) (D) T Vaughan 6-10-7 
2.05 CITIPOST NOVICES’ HURDLE (2) 2m 4f, 4yo 134350 LUNGARNO PALACE (74) F O'Brien 8-10-6 Alain Cawley Alan Johns 
plus £12,380 | 14 5130 DUARIGLE (32) (D)PHenderson7-10-5 PaddyBrennan | 14 1162 SKIPTHESCALES (29) (D3)P Kirby 7-10-5 
— 15-1314 BACK ON THE LASH (21) M Keighley 5-10-2 Thomas Dowson (3) 
4111 DASHEL DRASHER (26) J Scott 611-8__MGriffiths | §p-17-7/¢ Patriote, 61m A Game Changer, 15-2 Unison, @RatherBe, | 15 F821 REVE(54)(H1)MKeighley5-10-5 _Leighton Aspell 


1 

2.5120 ASK DILLON (35) F O'Brien 6-11-4 Paddy Brennan 
3 1181 COTSWOLD WAY (13) (D2) P Hobbs 6-1-4 |= RJohnson 
4 1411 DRSANDERSON (16) (D) P Nicholls 5-11-4 Harry Cobden 
5 
6 











1134 MILL GREEN (39) N Henderson7-11-4_ Nico De Boinville 
4220 THISTLE DO NICELY (33) J Snowden 5-11-4 














Espoir De Teillee, 10 Gowiththeflow, Mac Tottie, Jenkins, 12 Others. 


3.50 ARKELLS BREWERY NICHOLSON HOLMAN 
CHASE (3) 3m 1f, 5yo plus £10,832 














16 = 7221 BROUGHTONS ADMIRAL (F32) (B) ARalph5-10-2 Lee Edwards 
SP: 7 Tobefair, 8 Who's My Jockey, First Assignment, 10 Sir Ivan, 
Copper Gone West, Ocean Cove, The Welsh Paddies, 12 Others. 


5.00 WEATHERITE HANDICAP CHASE (2) 3m 2f, 







































































































































































8) 28-6 ACADIAN ANGEL (9) Steph Hollinshead 5-8-12 
3.25 HANDICAP (4)1m2f, 3yo only £5,419 £4,285 ! Nee a ea 
1 (5) 12-4 JUSTWAIT (14) (0) MUJohnston 4-9-7 JoeFanning | 10 (5) 680 DREAM ON DREAMER (/6) (1) Lucinda Egerton 5-8-2 
1 (1) _231- GABRIAL THE ONE (177) R Fahey 3-9-7 Sean Davis (5) | 2 (3) 460- ACCESSOR (193) MDods 4-9-5 Paul Mulrennan Victor Santos (7) 
2_(3) 553- FRASERISLAND (146) M Johnston 3-9-5 JoeFanning | 3 (1!) 44U- SEARCHING (231) (D) Mrs K Tutty 7-9-2 Doubtful | MW (11) 008- ROUEDE CHARRETTE (151) G Harker 4-8-2 Nathan Evans 
3 (4) 8-31 BOUTONNIERE (35) (D) ABalding 3-9-5 JoshuaBryan(3) | 4 (9) 50-3 BITOFAQUIRKE(8)(C5)MWalford6-9-1 AndrewMullen | 12 (6) 590- DOMINANNIE (165) R Barr 6-8-2 Andrew Mullen 
4 (6) 426- WHISKEY AND WATER (222) (BF) B Ellison 3-9-0 5 (I) _-641 ARCHIVE (8)(0)BEllison9-9-1 _BenRobinson(3) | Last Year: Race abandoned due to Waterlogged course. 
BenRobinson(3) | 6 (2) 0-07 BEPERFECT (15) (CD) Mrs R Carr 10-9-1 SP: 11-4 Elixsoft, 4 Gainsay, Shazzab, 9-2 Bubbly, 8 Ideal Candy, 12 
5 (5) 344- HOFFA (194) M Dods 3-8-12 Paul Mulrennan James Sullivan | Acadian Angel, 16 Make On Madam, Kylie Rules, 25 Others. 
Newmarket Going: Good to Firm-Good in places 
CAPTAIN JOHN 3.00 ABERNANT STAKES (GROUP 3) (1) 6f, 3yo plus | 1 (2) 0 SECRET TREATIES (176) Mrs C Dunnett 3-9-0 
1.50 Chapelli 4.10 Handmaiden ITV4 £34,026 layley:Iumier 
2.25 Junooh 4.45 El Misk a) STARLIGHT M Bell 3-9-0 Jamie Spencer 
. : 1_(6)__824- BRANDO (179) (CD2)K Ryan 7-9-7 TomEaves | 12 (7) _7- THAKAA(I28) CHills 3-9-0 Dane O'Neill 
3.00 Brando 5.20 Karnavaal 2 (1) 267- DREAMFIELD (235) (BFC,D2) J Gosden 5-9-7 Last Year: SHEIKHA REIKA 90, A Atzeni 5-4 Fav (R Varian), drawn (13), 
3.35 Royal Marine a Ha TED 5 James Doyle | 14ran. 
3 44-3 EQUILATERAL (18) (BF,D) CHills 4-9-7 RyanMoore | sp: 9-4 Handmaiden, 11-4 Clerisy, 6 Search For Light, 7 Gentlewoman, 
1.50 BET365 HANDICAP (2) 6f, 3yo only irv4 4 (4) 55-6 GIFTED MASTER (39) (CD2) (B) H Palmer 6-9-7 8 Ojooba, 12 Aristocratic Lady, 16 Thakaa, Starlight, 25 Others. 
fI 6,172 Jason Watson . 
5 (1) 818 KEYSTROKE (39)(0)(1)SCWilliams7-97 AdamKirby | 4,45 BRITISH EBF BET365 ‘CONFINED’ NOVICE 
1 (7) 232. MOYASSAR (168) (BF.0) RHannon 3-9-7_JimCrowley | § (g) 3.55 SIRTHOMAS GRESHAM (51) (BF.CD) (T) Tim Pinfield 4-9-7 STAKES (PLUS 10) (4) 1m 2f,3yo only £6,469 
2 (5) _135- JACK’S POINT (155) W Muir 3-9-6 Martin Dwyer Martin Dwyer 
3 (I)__813- BREATHOF AIR (172) (0)CHilis3-9-2 __ RyanMoore | 7 (2) 607- TIME’S ARROW (213) (02) DO'Meara5-9-7 TBE 1 EIGHTSOME REE (is2) NEES hayley lurner 
4 (2) 75-2 CHAPELLI(8)M Johnston 3-9-2 James Doyle Daniel Tudhope d el ! eek a Me posten =. 53 Franke Dettor 
5 (8) -436 DON ARMADO (46) (02) (T) SC Williams 3-9-1 8 (5) _217- YAFTA (242) (CD) RHannon 4-9-7 JimCrowley | 7 a ree ma ue : aes rel Renee ote 
Richard Kingscote | Last Year: BRANDO 697, Eaves 9-2 (K Ryan), drawn (6), 8ran. ; o = CATCHY ERE ATH G8) er i = 5 aaa 
6 (10) 40-4 OBERYN MARTELL (55) (D) Eve J-Houghton 3-9-1 SP: 6-4 Brando, 3 Dreamfield, 11-2 Yafta, 7 Gifted Master, Equilateral, 6 (3). 2 DOUGHAN ALB (15) RHanno es RyanM ae 
Charles Bishop | 20 Time's Arrow, 25 Keystroke, 33 Sir Thomas Gresham. 17 2- JALMOUD (146) (BF) C Appleby 3-9-2 _ William Buick 
7 (3) _126- YOUSINI (217) K Ryan 3-9-0 Tom Eaves ( IBC nplety auamBule 
: a: 3 35 BET365 CRAVEN STAKES (GROUP 3) (1) 1m, 8 (4) MONS STAR S bin Suroor 3-9-2 C Soumillon 
8 (9) | 219- NAUGHTY RASCAL (172) (D2) R Hannon 3-9-0 . 9 (I) 4 VINDOLANDA (137) CHills3-8-11___ Jamie Spencer 
3yo only ITv4 £34,026 us Bs 
Tom Marquand Last Year: NORDIC LIGHTS 99, W Buick 5-2 (C Appleby), drawn (7),8 
9 I) 240- ALFIESOLOMONS (193) Richard Spencer 3-8-13 1 (7) 133- CONFIDING (228) M Meade 3-9-0 Rob Hornby ran. 
Tom Queally | 2 (6) 1-1 GLOBAL SPECTRUM (74) Miss G Kelleway 3-9-0 SP:3EI Misk, 7-2 Jalmoud, 4 One Vision, 6 Doughan Alb, 7 Mons Star, 
10(6)__ 121 TOP BREEZE (23) (D)RHughes3-8-9 Shane Kelly Gerald Mosse | 10 Eightsome Reel, 12 Vindolanda, 16 Cape Cavalli, 66 Catch My 
Tl (4) 185- SHEILA’S SHOWCASE (191) D Coakley 3-8-4 3 (3) 1-1 JACKSTAR (22) (C) T Dascombe 3-9-0 Breath. 
David Egan Richard Kingscote 
Last Year: MAYBRIDE 810, 0 Murphy 6-1 (R Fahey), drawn (2), 9 ran. 4 (5) _312- MOMKIN (236) (BF) R Charlton 3-9-0 MGuyon 5.20 COATES & SEELY BLANC DE BLANCS 
SP: 11-4 Breath Of Air, 4 Chapelli, 5 Moyassar, 7 Top Breeze, 10 Yousini, | 5 (9) 135- PRINCE ElJI (175) R Varian 3-9-0 Andrea Atzeni HANDICAP (4) 1m, 3yo only £7,163 
12 Oberyn Martell, 14 Don Armado, Alfie Solomons, Naughty Rascal, 6 (4) 11-4 ROYAL MARINE (97) (BF,D) S bin Suroor 3-9-0 1 (12) 7058 BURJ (48) (H) Shin Suroor 3-07 Adam Kirby 
20 Others. C Soumillon - oa 
7 () 11 SETPIECE (99) (02) HPalmer3-0-0 FrankieDettori | 2 {) 541 BRIANEPSTEIN (198) (0) RHannon 3 ae Gieacs 
2.25 BET365 WOOD DITTON MAIDEN STAKES 8 (I) __1- SKARDU (201) (C) WHaggas 3-9-0 James Doyle | 37) a GALLIC (80) (0) Ed Walker 396 Gerald ee 
(PLUS 10) (3) 1m, 3yo only ITv4 £9,704 | 9 (8) 251- WATAN(I70)R Hannon 3-9-0 Ryan Moore - a = 
aad - 4 (14) 041- KARNAVAAL (181) SirM Stoute 3-9-5 — Jim Crowley 
ra ALHADEERWHaacas3-95 JimCrowley | WW): ZAKOUSKI(147)C Appleby 3-9-0 _William Buick | (3) 571 KAMIKAZE LORD (212) J Noseda 3-9-5 _ Ryan Moore 
5 = DAMLAJ GwenEoeeme33e Sane O Nein | Last Year: MASAR 90, W Buick7-2(C Appleby), drawn (3), 6 ran. 6 (10) 55-4 SELF ASSESSMENT (22) K Burke 3-9-3 _ Clifford Lee 
(4) wen Burrows 3-3- ane O'Neill | Sp:7-4 Zakouski, 3 Royal Marine, 7 Skardu, 8 Set Piece, 12 Prince Eiji, - = 
3 (5) DESERT ICON W Haggas 3.9.5 James Doyle 14 Confiding Watan. Global Spectrum 25 Others 7 (9) 31-4 HARBOUR SPIRIT (21) R Hughes 3-9-3. Shane Kelly 
4 (7) GEOMATRICIANABalding3-9-5 David Probert aie oS TNS EO REO ALE alla) — Gente Wond 
5 (3) JUNOOHSir MStoute 39-5 RyanMoore | 4,]() ROSSDALES MAIDEN FILLIES' STAKES (PLUS | # a se ARCHARGIOS A TeONEEE 00 Jone 
7 (9) MUTARAFFA (H)C Hills 3-9-5 Richard Kingscote ; "i 4 
8 (6) SAMBA SARAVAH JNoseda3-95 Jason Watson 1 (1) ARISTOCRATIC LADY S Crisford 3-9-0 Andrea Atzeni Silvestre De Sousa 
ri SAE ean qacsAGea | CALA D'OR Samuel Farrell 3-9-0 EoinWalsh | 12 (13) 044- GODHAS GIVEN (191) | Williams 3-8-13 
‘ u WE EAE ee es aaa Aizen | 3 (10) 3- CLERISY (28)(BF)SirMStoute 3-9-0 Ryan Moore Richard Kingscote 
(8) sin ournillon | (9) GENTLEWOMANJGosden3-9-0 _RobertHaviin | 13 (8) _12I- JEMSCUTTLE (144) (1)DCarroll3-8-11__ Tom Eaves 
NI (12 CAESONIA C Hills 3-9-0 Jamie S| @) 
(12) ae ame opencer | 5 (12) 223- HANDMAIDEN (176)JGosden3-9-0 FrankieDettori | 14 (I) 1-66 GOLD AT MIDNIGHT (14) W Stone 3-8-10 
12 (I 0) INSPIRATIONAL E Dunlop 3-9-0 Daniel Muscutt 6 (6) OJOOBA Owen Burrows 3-9-0 Jim Crowley David Probert 
Last Year: SAWWAAH 95, Dane O'Neill 25-1 (Owen Burrows), drawn 7 (8) 95- PEMPIE (147) A Balding 3-9-0 DavidProbert 15 (6) 440- PURBECKHILLS (126) R Hannon 3-8-7 Harry Bentley 
(8) (147) 9 
(19), 19 ran. 8 (4) 68- QUEENOF BURGUNDY (153) Mrs C Dunnett 3-9-0 Last Year: BREATH CAUGHT 96, RL Moore 3-1 Fav (R Beckett), drawn 
SP: 7-2 Al Hadeer, 4 Uae Jewel, 5 Wild Animal, 6 Junooh, Desert Icon, JoeyHaynes = (3), Io ran. 
14 Damlaj, 16 Samba Saravah, Mutaraffa, Caesonia, Kung Fu, 25 9 (5) SEARCH FOR LIGHT S bin Suroor 3-9-0 SP: 7-2 Karnavaal, 11-2 Kamikaze Lord, 7 Gallic, 8 Brian Epstein, 10 
Others. CSoumillon Aweedram, Harbour Spirit, Burj, 12 Over The Guns, 16 Others. 
Southwell Going: Standard 
CAPTAIN JOHN 6 (3) 4232 MAJESTIC MOON (14) (CD) Miss J Feilden 9-9-2 Il (14) 5-55 GREENVIEW PARADISE (21) J Scott 5-8-3 
pap atatassen iebMantses 7 (I) 3672 MRCARBONATOR (8) (CD2)P Kirby 4 5 t eee sean aie 
irby 4-8- 12 (7) 080- MELANNA (316) Mrs Stella Barclay 8-8-3 Cam Hardie 
6.30 Tagur 8.00 Astro Jakk Jamie Gormley (3) | 13 (10) 0/0- LOOSE CHIPPINGS (242) (H) | Furtado 5-8-3 
7.00 Warrior’s Valley 8.30 Deconso 8 (8) 7761 MUQARRED (14) (CD4) Roger Fell 7-8-10 Graham Lee Gabriele Malune (3) 
9 (9) 3447 BONDANGEL (9) (CD) P Evans 4-8-10 14 (13) /6-6 UNONOTHINJONSNOW (73) (E) Frank Bishop 5-8-3 
6.00 BETWAY LIVE CASINOHANDICAP (6) Im 4f, Tce TEN eherer Gl 
4yo plus £3,105 | 10 (5) 0404 LAQAB (7) D Shaw 6-8-10 PatrickMathers sp: 4 Magic Sea, 5 Harbour Quay, 11-2 Seasearch, 7 Ripplet, 8 Fern Owl, 
1 (8) -526 MUNDERSFIELD (46) (H) D M Simcock 5-9-7 Ml (6) 4313 THUNDER BUDDY (18) (BF,C2) k Burke 4-8-9 ; High Command, 10 Greenview Paradise, 12 Luv U Whatever, Dew Pond, 
Rhona Pindar (7) | jg oth 
Dylan Hogan (5) ers. 





2 (5) 4678 RED TOUCH (14) (C3) (V) M Appleby 7-9-7 
Alistair Rawlinson 
Rossa Ryan 





3 (10) -477 PANATOS (18) A Dunn 4-9-6 
4 (13) 649- INTERMODAL (126) Julia Brooke 5-9-5 

Harrison Shaw (5) 
255- MOTAHASSEN (168) D Carroll 5-9-5 Jason Hart 
0-80 LET'S BE HAPPY (36) (D2) Miss M Rowland 5-9-4 

W Cox (3) 

7 (12) 79-9 PLACE DES VOSGES (17) (T) D Menuisier 4-9-4 
P JMcDonald 








5 (4) 
6 (i) 











8 (II) 1-53 QUILA SAEDA (14) M Appleby 5-9-4 
Theodore Ladd (5) 
9 (7) 4236 CONTINGENCY FEE (7) (H) P McEntee 4-9-2 
Grace McEntee (7) 
10 (14) 06-0 FOUR MILE BEACH (J14) M Chapman 6-9-2 
Rachel Richardson 
2614 GOING NATIVE (18) (CD) Olly Williams 4-9-1 
Rhona Pindar (7) 
12 (2) 8-68 ZAHRAANI (74) JR Jenkins 4-8-11 Kieran O'Neill 
13 (9) 4282 SCHINDLERS ARK (14) J Chapple-Hyam 5-8-9 
Charlie Bennett 
5-22 THECORNISHBARRON (14) B Ellison 7-8-9 
Cam Hardie 











1 6) 














14 (3) 





Last Year: No corresponding meeting. 

SP: 9-2 Thecornishbarron, 5 Contingency Fee, 6 Motahassen, 7 
Mundersfield, Schindlers Ark, 10 Going Native, 12 Intermodal, Quila 
Saeda, Place Des Vosges, 14 Others. 


6.30 SUNRACING.CO.UK HANDICAP (5) 1m, 4yo 
plus £3,752 


1 (10) 68-1 CASEMENT (8) (D2) M Appleby 5-9-9(5ex) 
Alistair Rawlinson 




















SP: 11-4 Casement, 6 Mugarred, 7 Tagur, 8 Thunder Buddy, Mr 
Carbonator, Glory Awaits, 10 Mama Africa, 12 Majestic Moon, 14 Others. 


7.00 BETWAY HANDICAP (4) 
of, 4yo plus £5,531 


-418 MIDNIGHT MALIBU (73) (CD3) T Easterby 6-9-7 
Rachel Richardson 
(4) 993- JABBAROCHIE (193) (CD) E Alston 6-9-0 Jason Hart 
(1) 468- ONLY SPOOFING (146) (D4) J O'Keeffe 5-9-0 
Sean Davis (5) 
2122 WARRIOR’S VALLEY (13) (BF,CD3) (T) DC Griffiths 4-8-12 
Phil Dennis 
5 (3) 7598 CLASSIC PURSUIT (16) (CD) (B) Stef Keniry 8-8-1] 
Liam Keniry 
853- SHOW PALACE (161) (D10) Jennie Candlish 6-8-1] 
Connor Beasley 
7 (8) 3631 MININGGOLD (13) (CD3)MDods 6-8-9 Paula Muir (5) 
8 (5) 7424 SAMOVAR (34) (CD2) (B) S Dixon 4-8-7 Kieran O’Neill 
SP: 3 Mininggold, 4 Jabbarockie, 9-2 Warrior's Valley, 5 Show Palace, 7 
Midnight Malibu, 8 Samovar, 10 Only Spoofing, 25 Classic Pursuit. 


7.30 BETWAY CASINO HANDICAP (6) Im 6f, 4yo 





1 (6) 





nD 





oO 





a) 








6 (2) 




















plus £3,105 
1 (2) -509 LUVU WHATEVER (8) (C9) (T) Mrs M Fife 9-9-8 
Harrison Shaw (5) 
2 (Il) 7666 HIGH COMMAND (18) (CD) (V) M Appleby 6-9-6 
Theodore Ladd (5) 
3 (6) 3104 SEASEARCH (49) (CD) A Balding 4-9-5 
Joshua Bryan (3) 





4 (3) 3235 HARBOUR QUAY (25) R Brisland 5-9-5 

Seamus Cronin (5) 

Charlie Bennett 
Liam Keniry 





5 (9) 456 RIPPLET (25) H Morrison 4-9-4 
6 (8)_ 7779 FERNOWL (18) (C2) (V) J Butler 7-9-4 


























2 (4) 17-4 MUJASSAM (13) (C2,D) (B) D O'Meara 7-9-7 7 (4) -236 MAGIC SEA (19) Mrs S Dawson (IRE) 4-9-0 

Daniel Tudhope Dylan Hogan (5) 
3 (7) 2727 MAMA AFRICA (14) (CD) T D Barron 5-9-7 8 (1) O68- DEWPOND (J28) (D2) (B) T Easterby 7-8-13 

Jane Elliott (3) Rachel Richardson 
4 (11) 3642 GLORY AWAITS (16) (D3) (B) D M Simcock 9-9-7 9 (5) 5109 SWEETEST SMILE (21) E De Giles 4-8-5 

Dylan Hogan (5) Jane Elliott (3) 
5 (2) -244 TAGUR (21) (CD2) K Ryan 5-9-4 TGreatrex (5) | 10 (12) 08-5 BERTIEMOON (104) (CD) ALForbes9-8-5 — Rhiain Ingram (5) 





8.00 BETWAY HEED YOUR HUNCH NOVICE 

















STAKES (5) 6f, 3yo plus £3,752 
1 (4) 5 TOMMYCOLE (26) Olly Williams 4-9-9 
Theodore Ladd (5) 
2 (7) 1 ASTRO JAKK (18) (CD) K Burke 3-9-5 = PJ McDonald 
3 (1) | INSPIRED THOUGHT (14) (CD) Archie Watson 3-8-12 
Daniel Tudhope 
4 (3) 375- SENSE OF BELONGING (208) K Ryan 3-8-12 
Kevin Stott 
5 (6) 6 LUNA PRINCESS (8) M Appleby 3-8-7 Jane Elliott (3) 





6 
7 


NO 


) 2- PARION (305) R Fahey 3-8-7 Sean Davis (5) 
)  O- SAPPHIRE JUBILEE (267) 0 Pears 3-8-7 

Jamie Gormley (3) 
SP: 5-4 Inspired Thought, 9-4 Astro Jakk, 9-2 Sense of Belonging, 5 
Parion, 50 Luna Princess, 66 Tommycole, Sapphire Jubilee. 


8.30 LADBROKES HANDICAP (6) 6f, 3yo only 
£3,105 


0329 MAISIE MOO (25) SL Keightley 3-9-9 Tony Hamilton 
030- SCARLET SKIS (222) Stef Keniry 3-9-7 | Liam Keniry 
364- SUPERSTITION (252) Eve J-Houghton 3-9-6 
G Dobie (7) 
569. TERMONATOR (23) G Tuer 3-9-5 Sam James 
687 SHARRABANG (23) Mrs Stella Barclay 3-9-4 
Cam Hardie 
-883 MISS ENIGMA (14) (E) RHughes 3-9-3 Finley Marsh (3) 
1753 DECONSO (18) (D2) (T) C Kellett 3-9-2 Hollie Doyle 
06-8 SLAINTE (18) Mrs S Dawson (IRE) 3-9-1 
Dylan Hogan (5) 
4591 GUNNABEDUN (13) (C) (B) | Jardine 3-9-1 
Jamie Gormley (3) 
3-97 MILLDEAN PANTHER (20) Suzi Best 3-9-0 
PJ McDonald 
10) 6812 CHAMPAGNE MONDAYS (18) (CD) S Dixon 3-8-13 
Nicola Currie 
12 (2) 0-46 ATWAAR (55) C Smith 3-8-12 Faye McManoman (5) 
SP: 3 Gunnabedun, 11-2 Champagne Mondays, 6 Slainte, 7 Deconso, 8 
Maisie Moo, 10 Miss Enigma, Superstition, 12 Termonator, 14 Others. 





on 











1 (5) 








3 (12 























10 (6) 























GavinSheehan | 12441 TANARPINO (18) (V) Jennie Candlish 8-11-8 Sean Quinlan 5yo plus £15475 
7 1 BUZZ DE TURCOING (136) (T) S Drinkwater 5-11-0 22381 BOB MAHLER (26) W Greatrex 7-11-7 R Johnson ' 
SamTwiston-Davies | 32231 LITTLEBRUCE (45)PKirby7-Il-7 ThomasDowson(3) | 1 2135 ROCKY’S TREASURE (46) (BF) KBailey8-Il-12__ David Bass 
8 692 COTSWOLD PRINCE (46) M Keighley 4-10-8 HStock 4 3004 CLONDAW CIAN (36) (C) Mrs S Leech 5 j m i ee POBTIA gE MAIS Ase at 7 wave eee 
a onnor brace elton f-HI- arry Skelton 
eal NE eraloeet oo 2Ask | § F522 LITHIC (43) (V) JonjoO'Neill8-15 Jonjo O'Neill Jr.(3) | 4 3192 ALLELU ALLELUIA (27) (8) Jonjo O'Neill8.11-3 
‘ : ‘ 6 = -22P DARIUS DES BOIS (61) (BF) N Henderson 6-11-3 Jonjo O’Neill Jr. (3) 
2,40 BARCHESTER HEALTHCARE SILVER TROPHY SeanBowen | 5 5/15 DAWSONCITY (32)(0)P Gundry i0-Il3__ Thomas Bellamy 
CHASE (1) 2m 5f, 5yo plus v4 £33,762 | 7 — 1716 SOLSTICE STAR (32) (C20) (T) M Keighley 9-1-2 6 P63P PERFECT CANDIDATE (34) (CD2) F O’Brien 12-11-2 
Sam Twiston-Davies Paddy Brennan 
11112 IMPERIAL PRESENCE (219) (BF) P Hobbs 8-11-10 8 3211 MINELLAFOR ME (32) (T) T R George 9-1-2 7 _PU20 HENRYVILLE (12) (C) P Bowen 11-10-13 Sean Bowen 
R Johnson JonathanBurke | 8 — -2PF SOMEWHERETOBE(II0)MKeighley7-10-9 _ Leighton Aspell 
2 144P MISTER WHITAKER (36) (BF,CD) M Channon 7-1-9 9 0351 THE DELLERCHECKOUT (48) (8,1) P Nicholls 6-11-0 9 2496 MARQUIS OF CARABAS (204) David Dennis 9-10-7 Sam 
Jonathan Burke HarryCobden | Twiston-Davies 
3 2117 WENYERREADYFREDDIE (109) (BF) NHenderson8-11-8 | 10 715P DUKE DEBARRY (45) (D) N Henderson 8-10-13 SP: 2 Dingo Dollar, 5 Rocky's Treasure, 6 Allelu Alleluia, 7 Somewhere 
Nico De Boinville NicoDeBoinville | To Be, 8 Dawson City, 10 Henryville, Cobra De Mai, 12 Otherss. 





4  -240 TREE OF LIBERTY (33) Kerry Lee 7-11-5 
Richard Patrick (3) 
5 4320 HIGHWAY ONE OONE (36) C Gordon7-11-5 = TCannon 
6  -472 RENE’S GIRL (109) (D3) (T) D Skelton 9-11-4 
Harry Skelton 
75123 GOT AWAY (25) (T) 0 Sherwood 6-10-11 Leighton Aspell 
8 14-4 TIQUER (130) A Jones 11-10-4 
9 = 5011 KINGS MONARCH (39) (D) Kerry Lee 6-10-4 
Jamie Moore 
SP: 7-2 Mister Whitaker, 4 Rene’s Girl, 11-2 Wenyerreadyfreddie, Highway 
One O One, 6 Imperial Presence, 15-2 Kings Monarch, 12 Others. 


3.15 KINGSTON STUD HANDICAP HURDLE (2) 2m 























ll‘ 11F2 LORD GETAWAY (34) (BF) H Evans 7-10-8 
Leighton Aspell 





12.6312 TIKK TOCK BOOM (7) (BF) | Williams 7-10-3 Tom O’Brien 





13-2141 FIFTY SHADES (7) Christian Williams 6-10-3(7ex) 
James Bowen 





SP:5 The Dellercheckout, 6 Minella For Me, 15-2 Fifty Shades, 8 Tikk 
Tock Boom, Lithic, 10 Others. 


4.25 SAFRAN LANDING SYSTEMS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (2) 3m, 4yo plus £12,380 





5.30 HANDICAP HURDLE (CONDITIONALS AND 
AMATEURS) (3) 2m If, 4yo plus £9,285 
1600 MISTER FIZZ (12) Miss|Pickard1I-112 _ Lorcan Williams (5) 


1 
2___TI5| INNOCENT TOUCH (182) (D)HDaly8-1-10 _ Miss A Stevens (7) 
33144 BLACKKEY (28)DMcCain7-1-6 Mr Theo Gillard (7) 
4 
5 














8-P1_ TURNING GOLD (97) N Twiston-Davies 5-1-4 Jordan Nailor (7) 
1940 STORM RISING (33) (C.D) (B) Dr R Newland 6-11-4 
Charlie Hammond (3) 
5722 MAGIC DANCER (60) (CD) (T) Kerry Lee 7-Il-2__ Richard Patrick (3) 











10031 WHO'S MY JOCKEY (46) (0) P Hobbs 6-11-12 R Johnson 





2 = 1248 THOMAS CAMPBELL (54) (BF,CD) N Henderson 7-11-12 

















Connor Brace (7) 
41, 4yo plus £15,475 | 37239 FIRST ASSIGNMENT (34) (CO) Williams 6-1-10 
1 P214 UNISON (60) J Scott 9-11-12 4  9P22 TOBEFAIR (34) (D4) Mrs D Hamer 9-11-10 
2 1432 JENKINS (23) (B) N Henderson 7-11-11 David Bass Thomas Bellamy 
3 2261 I'MAGAME CHANGER (109) P Hobbs /7-11-9 RJohnson | 5 6110 AARON LAD (34) (CD) Dr R Newland 8-11-9 
4 P-81 LEPATRIOTE (165) Dr R Newland 7-11-8 Charlie Hammond (3) 


Sam Twiston-Davies 





6 —-FU7 CHAMERON (106) (B)P Nicholls6-11-8 | Harry Cobden 


6 

7 -80P_ PYROMANIAC (39) (D) (B,T) ARalph 9-1-1 _ Fergus Gregory (5) 
8 5209 CAPITAL FORCE (92) M Keighley 8-10-13 H Stock (5) 
9 1553 CORNBOROUGH (19) (D) M Walford 8-10-11 

Miss Abbie McCain (5) 
10 7151 LAUGHING LUIS (46) N Henderson 5-10-9 Jonjo O'Neill Jr. (3) 
M2241 REDHOT CHILLY (152) (C) F O'Brien6-10-8 Connor Brace (7) 





























12. 2221 LELIGERIEN (19) (H) PHobbs6-10-7 | MrBRJones (7) 
133748 MINELLAFORLEISURE (95) (CD) AHales11-10-3 MrJBrace (7) 
4 1112 UNO MAS (44) Christian Williams 5-10-1 = Mr Jack Tudor (7) 





5 1100 _FIDUX (57) AKing6-11-8 Wayne Hutchinson 


7 1460 ROCKPOINT (33) (CD) C Tizzard 6-11-4 Tom Scudamore 





6 -B59 RATHER BE (53) (D2) (T) NHenderson8-11-6 Jeremiah McGrath 


Results 





8 F-P2 SIRIVAN (24) (D) (1) HFry 9-11-4 Sean Bowen 





SP: 4 Magic Dancer, 9-2 Laughing Luis, 6 Turning Gold, 7 Le Ligerien, 10 
Red Hot Chilly, Innocent Touch, Uno Mas, 12 Cornborough, 14 Others. 


Exeter 


2.05 (2m 6f £4,224) ASK DILLON (b g Ask - Mum's 
Miracle) Paddy Brennan 2/1 jtfav 1; Boldmere 
Kielan Woods 8/1 2; Blackjack Kentucky Harry 
Cobden 3/1 3. 2/1 jtfav Dolphin Square. 9 ran. 81, 121. 
(F O'Brien). Tote: £2.80; £1.10, £2.40, £1.20. Exacta: 
£16.60. Trifecta: £47.20. CSF: £19.32. 


2.40 (2m 2f II1yds £7,148) HERE’S HERBIE (b g 
Classic Cliche - Tyre Hill Lilly) James Best 8/1 1; 
Nelson's Touch Kevin Jones 16/1 2; Hattaab 
Jason Dixon 2/1 fav 3. 8 ran. 61, nk. (Mrs S Gardner). 
Tote: £7.30; £2.30, £4.80, £2.40. Exacta: £116.10. 
Tricast: £353.72. Trifecta: £472.00. CSF: £115.37. 


3.15 (2m If £3,249) MELEKHOV (b g Sholokhov - 
Yorkshire Girl) R Johnson 5/6 fav 1; Quick Wave 
Sean Bowen 5/1 2; Rococo River Lizzie Kelly 7/2 3. 
13 ran. IL, 14L. (P Hobbs). Tote: £1.60; £1.10, £1.40, 
£2.00. Exacta: £5.40. Trifecta: £14.60. CSF: £5.59. 
Non-runner: Corruption. 


3.50 (3m 7f £12,996) ONE OF US (b g Presenting - 
One Gulp) Sam Twiston-Davies 9/2 1; Sandhurst 
Lad R Johnson 7/1 2; You Say What Tom 
Scudamore 4/1 fav 3.11 ran. 2L, %L. (N Williams). 
Tote: £5.60; £1.80, £2.50, £2.10. Exacta: £45.20. 
Tricast: £137.35. Trifecta: £205.10. CSF: £36.60. 


4.25 (2m 3f £4,224) TUDORS TREASURE (b g Dr 

Massini - Rude Health) Tom O’Brien 11/4 fav 1; 

Kingston Mimosa D Hiskett 8/1 2; Rule The 

Ocean Richard Patrick 11/2 3.10 ran. 1, 11L. (Robert 

Stephens). Tote: £3.70; £1.70, £2.30, £1.90. Exacta: 

a Tricast: £113.60. Trifecta: £102.90. CSF: 
4.57. 


5.00 (3m £1,872) THEATRE TERRITORY (b m 
King's Theatre - Specifiedrisk) Mr Sam Waley- 
Cohen 1/4 fav 1; Drumlynn Mr D Edwards 13/2 2; 


CSF: £4.34. 


£67.28. 





Kit Barry Charlie Dando 20/1 3.6 ran. 31, 15L. (W 
Greatrex). Tote: £1.20; £1.10, £1.90. Exacta: £2.90. 
Trifecta: £10.70. CSF: £2.82. 


5.35 (2m 1f £3,249) MERCHANT HOUSE (b g 
Fairly Ransom - Skyra) Miss Millie Wonnacott 20/1 1; 
Full Of Roque Mr Morgan Winstone 12/1 2; 
Grumpy Charley Mr B Carver 10/3 3. 5/2 fav 
Whenhellbrokeloose. 11 ran. 31, 3%L. (L Jefford). 
Tote: £27.10; £8.00, £4.30, £1.30. Exacta: £396.00. 
Trifecta: £2897.40. CSF: £239.97. 

Placepot: £10.60. Quadpot: £3.20. 


Newmarket 


1.15 (Im £6,469) MAQSAD (b f Siyouni - Amerique) 
Jim Crowley 6/4 fav 1; Twist ‘n’ Shake Frankie 
Dettori 2/12; Artistic Streak Richard Kingscote 
14/13.10 ran. shd, SL. (W Haggas). Tote: £2.40; 
£1.20, £1.20, £2.60. Exacta: £6.00. Trifecta: £37.10. 


1.50 (6f £16,172) FLAVIUS TITUS (ch g Lethal 
Force - Furbelow) Andrea Atzeni 8/1 1; 
Summerghand Daniel Tudhope 8/1 2; Green 
Power Ryan Moore 7/1 fav 3. 15 ran. nk, nk. (R 
Varian). Tote: £8.60; £2.50, £3.30, £2.50. Exacta: 
£89.90. Tricast: £489.63. Trifecta: £677.80. CSF: 


2.25 (7f £28,355) SHINE SO BRIGHT (gr c Oasis 
Dream - Alla Speranza) Silvestre De Sousa 5/21; 


£83.40. CSF: £25.74. 


3.00 (1m 1f £22,684) KICK ON (bc Charm Spirit - 
Marika) Oisin Murphy 2/11; Walkinthesand Tom 
Marquand 14/1 2; Boerhan James Doyle 13/2 3. 6/4 
fav Western Australia. 6 ran. nk, 4¥%L. (J Gosden). 


£25.78. 


Strike. 


£25.50. CSF: £9.38. 





Tote: £2.90; £2.30, £3.90. Exacta: £25.00. Trifecta: 
£97.00. CSF: £27.29. Non-runner: Spanish Mission. 


3.35 (7f £34,026) QABALA (b f Scat Daddy - 
Entwine) David Egan 10/3 fav 1; Mot Juste Andrea 
Atzeni 7/1 2; Angel’s Hideaway Robert Havlin 9/2 
3.11 ran. 1%4l, %L. (R Varian). Tote: £4.30; £1.80, 
£2.20, £2.40. Exacta: £26.50. Trifecta: £141.40. CSF: 


4.10 (5f £5,175) CHASING DREAMS (ch f 
Starspangledbanner - A Huge Dream) William 
Buick 4/9 fav 1; Good Vibes Oisin Murphy 12/1 2; 
Kemble Sean Levey 7/2 3.5 ran. 51, 2%L (C 
Appleby). Tote: £1.30; £1.10, £3.90. Exacta: £6.30. 
Trifecta: £11.50. CSF: £7.10. Non-runner: Aroha. 


4.45 (1m £6,469) LAVENDER’S BLUE (b f Sea The 
Stars - Beatrice Aurore) Robert Havlin 3/1 1; 
Maamora Silvestre De Sousa 2/1 fav 2; Alandalos 
Jim Crowley 11/4 3. 9 ran. 2¥%l, 4%L. (Mrs A Perrett). 
Tote: £4.10; £1.30, £1.10, £2.00. Exacta: £10.20. 
Trifecta: £28.10. CSF: £9.26. Non-runner: Fast 


5.20 (1m 2f £12,938) SOLID STONE (br c 
Shamardal - Landmark) Ryan Moore 9/4 fav 1; War 
Tiger Tony Hamilton 3/1 2; Never Do Nothing 
Oisin Murphy 7/2 3.5 ran. Yl, 234L. (Sir M Stoute). 
Tote: £2.90; £1.60, £1.60. Exacta: £9.00. Trifecta: 


Jackpot: £3,688.50. Placepot: £53.10. Quadpot: 


5.45 (Im 1f £3,105) AMOR FATI (b g Zoffany - 
Roman Love) Nicola Currie 11/4 jtfav 1; Aqua Libre 
Joe Fanning 15/2 2; Captain Marmalade Thore 
Hansen 100/1 3. 11/4 jtfav Stand N Deliver. 11 ran. 
nk, IL. (P Evans). Tote: £3.40; £1.80, £2.50, £12.80. 


Exacta: £33.70. Tricast: £1745.31. Trifecta: 
£3749.80. CSF: £25.74. Non-runners: Cape 
Agulhas, Ubla. 


6.15 (7f £3,105) MAGICAL MOLLY JOE (bm 
Arabian Gleam - Magical Music) P J McDonald 9/4 
fav 1; Naralsaif Patrick Mathers 8/1 2; Clement 
Luke Morris 7/1 3.12 ran. nk, “%L. (T D Barron). Tote: 
£2.60; £1.10, £2.60, £2.70. Exacta: £20.70. Tricast: 
£117.16. Trifecta: £133.70. CSF: £21.21. 


6.45 (7f £3,752) INVITATIONAL (ch f Poet's Voice - 
Platinum Pearl) Jack Mitchell 13/2 1; Astrologer 
Robbie Downey 40/1 2; Vivionn David Probert 9/4 
3. evens fav Nooshin. 1] ran. 2%, 1%l. (R Varian). 
Tote: £7.60; £1.80, £10.80, £1.10. Exacta: £300.30. 
Trifecta: 1098.30. CSF: £236.36. Non-runner: 
Lady Madison. 


7.15 (5f £7,159) CORINTHIA KNIGHT (ch g Society 
Rock - Victoria Lodge) Hollie Doyle 9/2 1; Storm 
Over Harry Bentley 14/1 2; Tropics Adam Kirby 8/1 
3.6/5 fav Kyllang Rock. 7 ran. 1%l, shd. (Archie 
Watson). Tote: £5.20; £2.50, £6.30. Exacta: £59.50. 
Trifecta: £254.40. CSF: £62.06. 


7.45 (2m 120yds £5,531) SEINESATIONAL (b g 
Champs Elysees - Kibara) David Egan 11/4 1; Knight 
Commander Raul Da Silva 8/1 2; Alabaster Luke 
Morris 5/2 fav 3. 7 ran. nk, 2L. (W Knight). Tote: 
£4.50; £2.50, £3.00. Exacta: £27.90. Trifecta: 
£80.60. CSF: £25.31. 


Space Traveller Daniel Tudhope 10/1 2; Azano £13.40. 8.15 (Im If 104yds £3,105) THA'IR (b g New 
Frankie Dettori 2/1 fav 3. 7 ran. 1%l, 3%4L. (A Balding). Approach - Flashing Green) Danny Brock 8/11; 
Tote: £3.30; £1.60, £4.40. Exacta: £22.70. Trifecta: Wolverhampton Splash Of Verve Franny Norton 15/2 2; First Call 


David Egan 3/1 fav 3. 13 ran. 1%4l, nk. (P McBride). 
Tote: £10.10; £3.30, £3.00, £1.80. Exacta: £68.80. 
Tricast: £225.49. Trifecta: £273.30. CSF: £66.62. 


Placepot: £238.20. 
Quadpot: £51.80. 
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Keegan and Mayo very much at 
ome under Horans mature regime 





Ian O’Riordan 


“You treat us like 
adults, we will act 
like adults,’ says 
vastly experienced 
defender 


“Definitely more scary,” is how 
Lee Keegan describes the first 
change in James Horan since 
his return as Mayo football man- 
ager. And he doesn’t stop 
there. 

He’s also more ruthless, 
more tactical, and in ways more 
mature — especially when deal- 
ing with that sometimes gently 
volatile GAA matter: the drink- 
ing ban. 

Because if Mayo are to win 
that elusive All-Ireland this 
summer, suggests Keegan, it 
won't be by behaving or being 
treated like children. Or indeed 
by staying strictly on the dry. 

Horan’s second coming, ona 
four-year term, got some early 
proof and belief with Mayo’s 
league final win over Kerry last 
month, their first national sen- 
ior trophy since 2001; Horan 
previously held the role from 
2011-14, guiding Mayo to 
back-to-back All-Ireland de- 
feats and also four successive 


All-Ireland SHC 


Connachttitles. 

The All-Ireland is an entirely 
different challenge, only that 
doesn’t mean Mayo didn’t en- 
joy winning the league; and 
there’s been no swearing off 
booze or signing of contracts in 
the meantime either. 

“People have their contrasts, 
because of the way we celebrat- 
ed but any time you win any- 
thing it should be celebrated,” 
says Keegan, the four-time All 
Star, at 29 now one of the more 
senior members of the team. 

“Tt was one night, that was it. 
We were back training on the 
Tuesday. People probably 
made a lot of it. 


Shortlived 

“And it was very satisfactory. If 
you're in any competition, you 
try and win it. And it was great 
to win, in Croke Park. But I 
think at the same time, it’s only 
the league. We were back with 
the club the following Tuesday. 
It was very short lived. I mean it 
was really back to business 
straight away. 

“James put a lot of pressure 
on us to perform, because no 
one’s getting picked if they’re 
not playing well. The big thing 
with James is, he’s bringing the 
style where he doesn’t care 
what you’ve done before as a 
player and that’s keeping a lot 
of us on our toes and keeping us 
fresh.” 

That’s the ruthless part, the 
maturity with which the way 
the team is treated just as im- 
portant: “I think that’s some- 
thing with James as well, he 
treats us like adults. I think this 
whole myth around ‘you’re 
nearly a 30-year-old lad, you 
can’t go drinking’, I think you 


have to debunk that, because if 
you can’t be treated like an 
adult then you’re not going to 
act like one in training. 

“There’s no drink ban. 
You're not signing contracts. If 
you want to be playing at the 
highest level it’s really at your 
discretion and it'll show up if 
you're not performing that 
youre not doing your stuff out- 
side of training. 

“There’s not a drink ban as 
such, it’s just having the com- 
mon knowledge when to do it 
and not to do it. If you’re three 
or four weeks out from champi- 
onship, it’s not even a discus- 
sion, you know yourself at this 
stage. 


Redline 

“When you get a bit older you 
start to respect your body that 
bit more, it takes a bit longer to 
the way 


recover, and 
game has 
with the 





Gillane still ‘cringing’ over league final 
despite man-of-the-match display 


IAN O’RIORDAN 


The week after winning the Alli- 
anz Hurling League title with 
Limerick, Aaron Gillane sat 
down to review his own perfor- 
mance. He scored 1-9, bringing 
his league tally to 2-45, a 
man-of-the-match __ perfor- 
mance to boot. And he could 
hardly stop cringing. 

“Yeah, watching it back, I 
had eight or nine wides and I 
was like, ‘jeez, how did he get 
man-of-the match in this? It was 
good from the point of view af- 
ter every match you always 
have stuff to work on. But after I 
watching it and threw ona pair 
of shorts and went straight up 
to the field and hit a few shots. 
I’d drive myself mad trying to 
perfect things but it’s good to 
have things to work on.” 

It further rejects the notion 
Limerick may be fooled into 
thinking they’re going too well, 
a first league title in 22 years, af- 
ter ending 45 years of pain with- 
out an All-Ireland: Gillane is 
not buying that notion. “Maybe 
it’s great for people to talk 


about it but we took no notice of 
it. Like I keep saying, ’73, fair 
play to them, the team that got 
to the All-Ireland final in 2007, 
fair play to them like, but 
they’ve nothing to do with us. I 
knowit sounds bad but we don’t 


| m Aaron Gillane 
scored 1-9 in 
league finalm, 
bringing his 
campaign tally 
to 2-45 





care about them. We want to 
create our own history.” 


Deft goal 

Gillane’s deft goal in that 
league final win over Water- 
ford drew other historic com- 
parisons, his seemingly invisi- 
ble flick reminiscent of Jimmy 
Barry-Murphy, and his goal for 
Cork in the 1983 All-Ireland 
semi-final. “Well, Noel Con- 
nors (from Waterford) was out 
in front of me, I was like, ‘he has 
this nowand he’s going to break 


it downin front of him’. I was ac- 
tually going to run out to the 
side first and then Tom Morris- 
sey was slow lifting his head. I 
don’t know why he drilled the 
ball so hard either. It was all a 
fluke. He never hits the ball in 
like that, and Noel Connors is 
never going to miss the ball like 
that again either. I think it was 
just instinct and I was lucky, I 
gota little touch on it. 

“Yeah, you’d see JBM’s goal 
on TG4 and clips. His goal just 
pips my one now. But I'll keep 
saying this, I don’t think you 
can be going too well. I think we 
can’t even look beyond May 
19th. If we look past Cork we’re 
going to be upended. Our focus 
is fixed on Cork and if we get to 
a Munster final, great, but we'll 
try to get past Cork first. Of 
course when you're growing up 
you'll take inspiration from the 
likes of Jackie Tyrrell, Henry 
Shefflin and all of the Kilkenny 
teams. It would be great to do 
what they’re doing but you 
can’t afford to look that far 
down the line... But it would be 
great to turn out like Kilkenny!” 


icality of it, the fitness for my po- 
sition anyway, you just want to 
look after yourself as best possi- 
ble. I don’t want some young 
lad coming behind me taking 
my spot. 

“And I think it’s just crazy, 
getting people to sign con- 
tracts. We’re adults, if you treat 
us like adults we will act like 
adults. If you start putting bans 
on lads that’s where you start 
losing respect and you won’t 


get the best from lads. Young 
6 If you start 
putting bans 
on lads that’s 
where you start 
losing respect and 


you won't get the 
best from lads 


lads area bit different to the old- 
er lads, who know their bodies 
well. It’s very much individual, 
iflads want to have a few drinks; 
absolutely and if lads don’t 
that’s fair enough as well. 
There’s no red line really.” 

Speaking in Croke Park to 
launch the 2019 John West 
National Féile, the sponsor- 


™, ship renewed for a further 


-s four years until 2022, 


Keegan also suggests that 
* GAA players are sometimes 


treated more like children on 
theissue, at least compared to 
other elite sports. 

“Yeah you sit in the pub even 
having a Mi-wadi and the heads 
are staring over at you, ‘why is 
he in here?’ If you can’t have a 
normal life like that, what’s the 
point? I think it’s just the cul- 
ture within GAA. 


Ulster SF 


Armagh are again on a colli- 
sion course with GAA authori- 
ties, after defying arule forbid- 
ding training camps after the 
National League and before a 
senior championship game. 
The squad and manager Ki- 
eran McGeeney left for Portu- 
gal yesterday morning, where 
they will be staying in the re- 
nowned Browns Complex in 
Vilamoura. They will return 
on Sunday night after a few 
days of gearing up for their 
May 19th Ulster Champion- 
ship quarter-final clash 
against Down in Newry. 
Allsenior club fixtures have 
been emptied from the sched- 
ule for this weekend in the 
county, for an Easter break. 


Punishment 

That it is Armagh again defy- 
ing Rule 6.22 of the GAA’s Offi- 
cial Guide, which states, “sen- 
ior inter-county panels shall 
not be permitted to go on train- 
ing weekends, or training of 
longer duration, after the final 
of their respective National 
League having been played, 





m Mayo’s Lee Keegan in 
action during the league final. 
“It was very satisfactory. If 
you're in any competition, you 
try and win it. And it was great 
to win, in Croke Park.” 
PHOTOGRAPH: INPHO 


“Talways look at professional 
sports and particularly rugby; 
they have their few beers after 
their game and they train two 
days later and perform at the 
highest level the week after. 
That’s the way the way the GAA 
should look at it as well, it’s part 
and parcel of life. “If you can’t 
enjoy life with a bit of success or 
even if you lose to have a few 
beers with your mates, that’s 
part of sport and you have to 
have that as well. There has to 
be a balance, if you are always 
locked into GAA, what is there 
out there for yourself?” 


Focused 
In the meantime there are club 
games to be played, and a Con- 
nacht championship to be won. 
Keegan is entirely focused on 
their opener against New York 
on May Sth, but can’t help notic- 
ing as well talk about certain 
players elsewhere. Like Diar- 
muid Connolly in Dublin? 
“Yeah, I hear he’s playing 
centre back! And you see Rory 
O’Carroll back playing at the 
weekend, so they are big plus- 
ses for Dublin. They are defi- 
nitely two players that would be 
serious contenders for any 
team, so to have them back play- 
ing is a huge plus. But I can’t be 
worrying about those guys. 
They are for Dublin to worry 
about. We’ll worry about our 
own players back home.” 


Armagh defy training 
camps rule again 


except during the 10 days peri- 
od prior toa senior Champion- 
ship game, or during the 17 
days prior to an All-Ireland 
senior final”, is surprising. 
They were found guilty of 
such an indiscretion last year, 
along with Laois footballers 
and Wexford’s intercounty 
squads. The punishment was 
to lose out on the first home 
league game of 2019. Howev- 
er, given Armagh were or- 
dered to play the round two 
league game against Clare in 
Newry - where they also face 
Down in a few weeks’ time - 
they might have felt the pun- 
ishment was not enough to de- 
ter them for a second time. 
Last year Armagh returned 
from their training break to 
the same venue and the day af- 
ter, assistant manager Jim Mc- 
Corry said at the Ulster Cham- 
pionship launch: “We ar- 
ranged under the proper 
guidelines to be heading away 
at this time. Four weeks was 
our target prior to the Champi- 
onship game to give us that 
four days of intensive work.” 





Analysis 











GAA disci 


inary 





process needs to 0e 
more transparent 


ike the buses: none for 

ages and then two at 

the same time. Itisa 

testament to the 
GAA’s disciplinary proce- 
dures that the Central 
Appeals Committee (CAC) 
has developed the reputation 
as something of a Carlsberg 
Complaints Department but 
it still functions as we are 
reminded by two high-profile 
cases before it. 

As it happens the one that 
was in the news last week, 
concerning suspensions for 
Cork hurler Séamus Harnedy 
and Kilkenny’s Conor 
Delaney, wasn’treallya 
disciplinary matter, as the 
suspensions themselves 
weren't the issue — as op- 
posed to when they could and 
couldn’t be served. 

The fallout from the 
controversial Carlow-Down 
league match in Division 
Three is heading towards the 
CAC but given the immi- 
nence of championship it’s 
hardly surprising that 
manager Turlough O’Brien, 
coach Steven Poacher and 
senior player Brendan 
Murphy are challenging stiff 
suspensions of 20, 12 and 12 
weeks, respectively for an 
assortment of Category V and 
Category III infractions - 
protecting referees from 
“threatening or abusive 
conduct” on the part of 
players and team officials. 

In the case of O’Brien the 
Central Hearings Committee 
(CHC) actually imposed a 
heavier punishment than 
that recommended by the 
Central Competitions 
Control Committee (CCCC), 
20 weeks against 16. 


Appeals 

It’s hard to see the appeals 
having much effect, short of a 
cracker of a procedural 
irregularity, but given that 
the bans will severely compro- 
mise Carlow’s season, 
already troubled after a 
misfortunate relegation back 
to Division Four, it was 
probably inevitable that 
they’d explore that avenue. 

Itis also something ofa 
trend, as the county has the 
worst record in both leagues 
for suspensions, nine football 
and 14 when hurling is taken 
into account. 

Part of the bedrock of any 
disciplinary process - civil or 
criminal -is that it should be 
open and transparent. This 
gives the community at large, 
in this case the GAA, aclear 
picture of whatis and is not 
acceptable, as well the 
methods by which the issues 
are adjudicated. 

For awhile now the GAA 
has not been fulfilling this 
fairly straightforward remit. 
After all the central discipli- 
nary process is entirely 
within the association’s 
control and they could shape 
the way in which the story is 
told to their - and the mem- 
bership’s - maximum 





advantage. 

Instead the notification 
process has become random 
and sporadic. 

Some of the difficulties 
aren’t of Croke Park’s making. 
The decision of congress, ona 
Cork motion, to stop the CCCC 
from releasing its decisions has 
contributed to a culture of 
covertness that unfortunately 
appears to have permeated 
even the decisions of the CHC. 

In fairness to the appeals 
body, CAC, it was grappling 
with a fairly intractable case 
concerning the validity ofa 
provincial council delegate’s 
status (seriously) on the same 
night as the Harnedy/Delaney 
appeal. 

That wouldn’t have prevent- 
edasimple statement to the 
effect that the players had 
served their suspension in the 
Division 1A play-off in March 
with full decision to follow. 

This is particularly so when 
it was sucha curious decision 
given that the play-off to 
decide who was in Division 1A 
and 1B next year was clearly in 
the category of match that the 
rule book ordains can’t be used 
to serve suspensions; the GAA 
even asked Cork and Kilkenny 
did they want to play the 
otherwise meaningless fixture. 

Given that CAC chair Brian 


eS 





may never be arguedata 
hearing but the dogs on the 
street know the recommenda- 
tions as soon as they’ve been 
relayed to counties concerned. 

The current protocol of not 
announcing the CCCC recom- 
mendations is actually unfair 
on the committee itself, which 
has done excellent workin the 
area of discipline. Its delibera- 
tions on referees’ reports and 
investigations are evidently 
seen as reliable and fair, as on 
this year’s records to date 72 
per cent (59 out of 82) of the 
recommendations have been 
accepted. 


Redress 
Of the 23 that weren’t accept- 
ed, only seven received redress 
with six hearings resulting in 
no penalty and one ina lower 
penalty than the CCCC had 
proposed. Oneis stillin 
process. The others divided 
between 14 imposing the same 
suspension as had been 
recommended and one, the 
Carlow case, a heavier punish- 
ment. Only two cases of 
suspension have gone to the 
CAC, one involving Roscom- 
mon’s Ultan Harney, which 
failed and the Carlow appeals 
yet to be heard. 

One further tweak to the 
system could usefully be made. 


In the case of Turlough O’Brien 
the CHC imposed a heavier 


punishment than that recommended by 
TARR ROI Red Oriel Cm 





Rennick is one of the sharpest 
rulesinterpreters the GAA 
have — his devastating dissent- 
ing opinion in the Diarmuid 
Connolly case from 2015 is the 
clearest rationale as to why 
that decision continues to be 
seen as the worst yet produced 
by the DRA - the full CAC 
ruling is awaited with interest. 


Assessed 

There is no reason why every 
step of the process should not 
be flagged: how the CCCC have 
assessed the situation and if 
that is not accepted by the 
concerned parties, when the 
CHC will hear the matter and 
soon. 

Arguing that keeping the 
recommended suspensions 
under wraps will ensure that 
the CHC isn’t influenced is 
daft. The proposed penalty 


Irish Times journalist honoured 


Winner 


Mary Hannigan, The In 








At the moment, only the 
affected parties, such as 
players and officials, before the 
disciplinary committees are 
allowed appeal and look for 
arbitration. It doesn’t make 
huge sense that the GAA itself 
is unable to doso. 

For instance even if the 
Harnedy and Delaney cases 
are on such an obscure point 
(only arising in years when 
there is a league re-organisa- 
tion) that the issue may not 
ever arise again, there are 
circumstances in which CAC 
decisions could be referred for 
a final arbitration. 

Otherwise, everyone either 
gets stuck with what some- 
times are debatable prece- 
dents or has to gotothe 
trouble of amending the rule 
book. 

smoran@irishtimes.com 
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m@ Mary Hannigan (right) of The Irish Times is presented with the Jimmy Magee Sports 
Journalist of the Year award by Jimmy Magee’s daughter Linda Santamaria at the Irish Sport 
Industry Awards presented by the Federation of Irish Sport at Crown Plaza Blanchardstown, 
Dublin. PHOTOGRAPH: SAM BARNES/SPORTSFILE 
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APPOINTMENTS 








POSTS IN EDUCATION 











UCC VACANCIES 


Applications are invited for the 
following posts: 


Lectureship in Human Resource 
Management 

of | Management 
& Marketing 
Permanent Whole Time Post 


Lectureship Salary Scale: €33,481 - 
€59,132 / €64,627 - €83,096 


Lectureship in 
Engineering 
School of Engineering 
Permanent Whole Time Post 


Lectureship Salary Scale: €33,481 - 
€59,132 / €64,627 - €83,096 


The hours of work are those 
prescribed under Public Sector 
Agreements in respect of Academic 
staff. 


For an information package 
including full details of the posts, 
selection criteria and application 
process see https://ore.ucc.ie 


Department 


Hydraulic 


The University, at its discretion, may 
undertake to make an additional 
appointment(s) from the relevant 
competition following the 
conclusion of the process. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CORK 
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
EMPLOYER 


CATERING/BAR STAFF 


KARMA FOOD & BEVERAGE Ltd 
T/A Karma Thai, Balbriggan, Co. 
Dublin, requires a senior/head chef with 
3 years experience to join our team. 
Candidate must specialise in cooking 
authentic Asian cuisine. The working 
hours are 39 hours per week, annual 
salary from €30,000. Experience of 
working in 3 stars or higher Asian hotel 
or same class of restaurants. To apply 
please email detailed CV with reference 
to eat@karmathai.ie 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


EDUCATE TOGETHER is seeking a 
Development Manager to lead the 


company's major gift investment 
campaign and _ provide _ strategic 
fundraising support to other 


programmes. The role is Dublin-based, 
starting July 2019, 35 hours per week, 
€46, 818 salary. Apply on jobsireland.ie 
website. The vacancy is for a potential 
General Work Permit application. 

















HOTELS 

MAYO 
4* HOTEL WESTPORT ABSOLUTE 
BRIDGE BEGINNERS WEEK! 


S5DBB+Tuition 23rd - 28th June €385pp 
NO Single Supplement Call 098 25122 


SHOPPING & SERVICES 
GUIDE 








PIANOS 











PIANOS TO SUIT all pockets Flanagan 
Kerins have a full range of new and 2nd 
hand pianos to suit beginners or a 
Beethoven. Call to our Dublin 
showrooms or phone Peter on 01 
2813338 Bray and Mt. Merrion 
flanagankerins.ie 








LEGAL NOTICES 


THE HIGH COURT 
2019 No. 103 COS 


IN THE MATTER OF 
GARDENING IMPULSE LIMITED 


AND 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 2014 


By Order dated the 8th day of 
April, 2019, on the Petition of 
Joseph Howley, Collector 
General, Sarsfield House, 
Francis Street, Limerick, it was 
ordered that Gardening 
Impulse Limited be wound up 


under the provisions of the 
Companies Act, 2014 and that 
Mr Myles Kirby, Insolvency 
Practitioner of Kirby Healy, 
Chartered Accountants, 3 
Fitzwilliam Court, Pembroke 
Street, Dublin 2 be appointed 
Official Liquidator. 


DATED this 11th day of April 
2019. 


Marie-Claire Maney 
Revenue Solicitor and 
Solicitor for the Petitioner 
Ship Street Gate 

Dublin Castle 

Dublin 2 


PLANNING APPLICATIONS 


SLIGO COUNTY COUNCIL - Lagan 
Bitumen Ltd. applied to Sligo County 
Council on the 30th August 2018 for 
permission for the continued use and 
operation of the existing permitted 
quarry (Planning Reg. Ref. 02/271), the 
deepening of the quarry area by a 
further bench, from - 34.5m OD to 
-50m OD, within an extraction area of 
c. 10.9ha and the provision of a 
settlement lagoon (c. 2,830m7), all 
within an overall application area of c. 
18 hectares at Aghamore Near and 
Carrownamaddoo townlands, Co. Sligo 
(Plan File Ref. No. 18/345). Following 
a requirement of the planning authority, 
a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will 
be submitted to the planning authority 
in connection with the application. The 
NIS will be available for inspection or 
purchase, at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy, 
during office hours at the offices of the 
authority, and subject to the payment of 
any relevant fee, a submission or 
observation in relation to the NIS may 
be made in writing to the planning 
authority within 5 weeks of the date of 
receipt by the authority of the NIS. 





INTERIORS & EXTERIORS 








ATTIC INSULATION 


FITZSIMONS INSULATIONS €400 
Grant Ph: 01 8391111 www.fitzin.ie 




















UPHOLSTERY 





ROBERTS FURNITURE. Upholstery, 
repairs and recovering — specialists. 
Keenest prices. Tel. 8353035 / 8353032 





REWARDING TIMES 
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e IRISH TIMES TRAININ 


The Business Institute 


eR 
DEVELOPMENT COURSES 


RUE 


Corporate Governance Bootcamp, 2 days 


Coaching for Performance, 2 days 


Finance for Non-Financial Managers, 2 days 


People Management, 2 days 


ae 


Report Writing, 2 days 
Minute Taking, 1 day 
STORM Aaa ee OE NY 


SOFT SKILLS 


Handling Difficult Conversations, 1 day 


Assertiveness Skills, 2 days 
Negotiation Skills, 2 days 

Time Management, 1 day 

Influencing & Persuading Skills, 1 day 


DIGITAL MARKETING 
Digital Marketing Diploma, 12 evenings 


Masterclass in Content Marketing, 2 days 


t. (01) 472 7101 
e. gencourses@irishtimes.com 
w. irishtimestraining.com 
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Exclusive offers brought to you 
by The Irish Times 


Irish Times Subscribers Enjoy an Extra 
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« (Clockmake 


Daughter 


A sweeping saga of murder and intrigue from the 
author of the bestselling ‘The House at Riverton’. 


‘An ambitious, complex, compelling historical mystery with a fabulous 


cast of characters. This is Kate Morton at her very best’. 


Kristin Hannah, bestselling author of The Nightingale 


Offer available in Eason ROI stores only, while stocks last. 
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THE IRISH TIMES 


YOU ARE WHAT YOU READ 


to celebrate 


those who 


» OUTWIT THE 
COMPETITION. 





AWARD CATEGORIES 


Business Person Of The Year 


Top 1000 Distinguished 
Leader In Business 


CFO Of The Year 


Local Enterprise Of The Year 


Company Of The Year 


Deal Of The Year 


Join us at The Mansion House on 
Wednesday May 8" for the second 
annual The Irish Times Business 
Awards, In association with KPMG. 


To book a table, email 
businessawards@irishtimes.com 


THE IRISH TIMES 


BUSINESS 
AWARDS 


In association with 


ZO19 keme 
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First Drive Mercedes-Benz CLA 200 7G-DCT AMG-Line 


New CLA splits the four-door hairs 


Neil Briscoe 


Smart-looking 
four-door coupé 
might have to fight 
for attention with 
new A-Class saloon 


ercedes-Benz is 

about to offer two 

compact four-door 

saloons, based on the 
same front-wheel drive chassis, 
to two slightly different sets of 
customers. There is probably 
no better illustration of the frac- 
turing and specialisation of the 
car market. 

This would be the same Mer- 
cedes that, within living memo- 
ry, used to have a model line-up 
that could be counted on the fin- 
gers of, at most, two hands. 

First out of the front-wheel 
drive traps is this second-gener- 
ation CLA Coupe. Well, it’s 
called a coupe but really it’s a 
longer, sleeker, slightly lower 
slung, four-door version of an 
A-Class hatchback. 

Which is status quo ante for 
the CLA badge - that’s exactly 
what its predecessor was, and 
very successful it was too. In 
fact, for atime, the CLA was the 
best-selling Mercedes model in 
Ireland, until the revised 
C-Class took back its crown. 

The new CLA would proba- 
bly have a good stab at that. In 
fact, Mercedes Ireland expects 
that, in a full sales year, it will 
probably find about 500 homes 
a year, in line with the best 
years of the old version. 


While there’s much protest 
over the two cars being aimed 
at two different slices of the mar- 
ket, I can’t help think the new 
A-Class sedan will pinch a few 
sales from the CLA, especially 
as it’s going to be more afforda- 
ble. 

Prices aren’t 100 per cent set 
for the CLA, but it’s going to be 
more expensive than the outgo- 
ing version. Expect a basic CLA 
180 petrol-engined version, 
with amanual gearbox, to retail 
for about €34,000, with a die- 
sel model being closer to 
€38,000. 

The diesel-petrol sales split is 
expected to be more or less 
50:50, but I reckon those that 
try petrol will buy petrol, which 
we'll come back to in a minute. 

What is, though, the differ- 
ence between the CLA and the 
A-Class saloon? Under the skin, 
they use the same basic compo- 
nents, and up top the common- 
ality is clear, but to give Mer- 
cedes its dues, the two cars are 
quite distinct in some areas. 
And no, I don’t just mean that 
the CLA has frameless door 
glass. 


Longer 

The CLA is 1OOmm longer than 
the A-Class saloon, and has wid- 
er front-and-rear tracks. That’s 
not just a matter of having wid- 
er tyres or suspension spacers. 
The whole suspension setup 
has been altered for the CLA, 
and the extra width appears to 
make the car a little lower and 
sleeker. 

It is definitely sleeker than 
the old CLA, which always had 
the appearance of a hatchback 
witha big droopy boot slung out 
the back. This new one is far 
smoother in its appearance, 


with a rear end that appears 
much better integrated and co- 
herent. It also has headlights 
and tail lights that are subtly dif- 
ferent to the A-Class Sedan’s. I 
suspect the difference is more 
apparent when they are placed 


next to each other. 

The one area where the cars 
are identical is in the cabin lay- 
out and design, but for once this 
is a good thing - the MBUX “dig- 
ital plank” dashboard is one of 
the best recent car interior de- 





DES D’ARCY MOTORS 
Main Honda Dealer 


USED CIVIC 


“191 Smart Plus 5Dr Diesel 4k kims 
“182 Premium Diesel 5Dr 10k kims 
“182 Premium Plus 4Dr DSL 10k kims 
“182 Smart Plus 4Dr Diesel 10k kims 
“182 Smart Automatic Petrol 8k kims 
‘181 Smart Diesel 5Dr 9k kims 

‘181 Smart 5Dr Petrol 6k kims 

‘172 Smart Petrol 5Dr31k kims 

‘161 Sport Petrol 1.45Dr35kkims 
“152 Comfort Petrol 1.4 5Dr 44k kims 
“152 Comfort Diesel 1.6 77k kims 
‘151 Sport Petrol 1.4 5Dr 38k kims 
“151 Comfort Petrol 1.4 40k kims 
‘141 Sport Petrol 1.470kkims 

“131 SE Petrol 1.461kkims 

“131 ES Diesel 1.6 82k kims 


€26950 
€28950 
€28950 
€25950 
€23950 
€22950 
€21950 
€19950 
€17950 
€14950 
€14950 
€15950 
€15450 
€14950 
€12950 
€12950 


USED CR-V 

‘182 Lifestyle Petrol 10k kims 
“181 ES NAV Automatic 7k kims 
“172 ES Sport 2WD 17k kims 

‘171 ES NAV 1.6 Diesel 2WD 25k kims 
‘171 ES 1.6 Diesel 2WD 33k kims 
“162 EX Automatic 49k kims 

“162 ES 1.6 Diesel 2WD 29k kims 
“161 ES Automatic AWD 28k kims 
‘161 SE 2WD Diesel 61k kims 
“151 EXAWD Manual 64k kims 


USED HR-V 

‘172 ES Diesel 1.6 9k kims 
“171 ES Diesel 1.6 74k kims 
‘161 ES Diesel 1.6 82k kims 


Des D'Arcy Motors, North St. 
SCOTT Th 
01-8400222 
www.desdarcymotors.ie 


€24450 
€22950 
€18950 





191 DEMO SALE 


MODEL 
BMW X5 - X1 


X5 M50d A/T, Black Sapphire, Ivory Lthr, 22" Alys, Heat Comf/ Vis / Tech Pks, 7 Seats €139,851 
X5 30d M Sport A/T, Sunstone, Individual Lthr, 21" Alys, Vis / Tech/ M-Sport + Pks 
X5 30d M Sport A/T, Phytonic, Individual Lthr, 22" Alys, M-Sport + / Vis / Tech Pk........ €120,434 
X5 30d xLine A/T, Arctic Grey, Ivory Lthr, 19" Alys, 7 Seats, Sun Pro, Ambient Lighting.. €93,997 


X4 xDrive20d M Sport A/T, Black Sapphire/Alpine White, 


X3 xDrive20d M Sport A/T, Alpine White, 
X3 xDrive20d xLine A/T, Jet Black/Glacier Silver, Oyster/B 
X3 xDrive20d SE A/T, Jet Black, Canberra Beige Lthr, 18" Alys, Park Assist, Ambient €57,384 


X2 sDrive18d M Sport A/T, Misano Blue, Oyster Lthr, 19" Alys, Extended Storage ..... €52,398 


X1 sDrive18d Sport A/T, Grey/White. Oyster / Mocha Lthr. CHOICE 
X1 sDrive18d SE A/T, Jet Black, Black Lthr, 17" Alys, Ext'd Storage, PDC, Cruise, Nav 
X1 sDrive 18d Man, Alpine White, Black Lthr, 17" Alys, Ext'd Storage, PDC, Cruise ..... €43,937 











8 Series 


840d xDrive Coupe A/T, Barcelona Blue, Merino Lthr, 20" Alys, Comf/Tech/Vis Pks .€128,040 





7 Series 


730d Exclusive A/T, Arctic Grey, lvory White/Black Lthr, 19" Alys, EXTRAS ..... css 


6 Series 


630d xDrive GT M Sport A/T, Bluestone, Ivory Lthr, 20" Alys, M-Sport+ / Tech Pk...... €94,523 





5 Series 











520d M Sport A/T, White / Bluestone, Black/ Ivory Lthr. CHOICE 

520d xDrive SE A/T, Sophisto Grey, Black Lthr, 17" Alys, Rev Camera, Hi Beam 
520d SE A/T, Imperial Blue/Black, Cognac/Black Leather. CHOICE 

518d SE A/T, Bluestone / Jet Black, lvory White / Black Lthr. CHOICE 








4 Series 


420d xDrive M Sport Gran Coupe A/T, 
420d Sport Gran Coupe A/T, Alpine White, 


3 Series 


320d M Sport A/T, Portimao Blue, Black Lthr, 17" Alys, Comfort / M-Sport + / Tech Pk 
320d M Sport A/T, Black Sapphire, Oyster Lthr, 18" Alys, Sun Pro, Ambient Lighting 
318d SE Man, Jet Black, Black Sensatec, 17" Alys, SE Plus Pk, Ambient, Cruise ........... €45,339 





2 Series 


218i SE Convertible A/T, Seaside Blue, Oyster Lthr, 17" Alys, Cruise, Heated Seats..., €48,217 








218i Sport A/T, Sunset Orange, Black Lthr, 17" Alys, Cruise, Front Fogs ........:e 


216d SE Gran Tourer A/T, Black, Black Sensatec,16" Alys, 7 Seats, Ext'd Storage..... €41,712 


1 Series 


116d M Sport Shadow Ed Man, Alpine White, 
118i M Sport A/T, Alpine White, Black Lthr, 18" Alys, PDC, Cruise, Ext'd Storage.......... €40,310 


118i M Sport Shadow Ed A/T, Sunset Orange, Black Lthr, 18" Alys, Ext'd Storage 


118i Sport A/T, Mineral Grey, Oyster/Black Lthr, 1 
118i SE A/T, Alpine White, Oyster/Black Lthr, 17" Alys, Ext'd Storage, Bluetooth........... €36,662 


i Range 


i3s IB1, Melbourne Red/ Imperial Blue, Neutronic Cloth. CHOICE 





Black Lthr. CHOICE FROM €70,553 


Black Lthr, 19" Alys, Sun Pro, Park Assist... €64,546 
ack Lthr. CHOICE.. FROM €61,840 


FROM €47,772 


ineral Grey, Black Lthr, 19" Alys, Sport+ Pk 
Black Lthr, 18" Alys, Sport Pk, Sun Pro .... €54,863 


Black Lthr, 18" Alys , Ext'd Storage .... €40,809 


7" Alys, Ext'd Storage ...ccsesseseeseeseenes €37,735 


FROM €43,221 


New Retail Savings 
€129,995 
€109,995 
€112,995 


€89,995 
€64,995 


€59,995 
€55,995 
€52,995 


€47,995 


€41,995 
€40,995 
€38,995 


€9,856 
€12,298 
€7,439 
€4,002 


€5,558 


€4,551 
€5,845 
€4,389 


€4,403 


€5,777 
€2,942 
€4,942 


€122,293 


€43,937 


€109,995 €18,045 


€103,789 €89,995 €13,794 


€83,995 €10,528 


€62,587 
€59,307 
€55,890 
€53,003 


€55,995 
€53,995 
€48,995 
€45,995 


€6,592 
€5,312 
€6,895 
€7,008 


€62,093 €56,995 


€49,995 


€5,098 
€4,868 


€62,101 
€55,202 


€55,995 
€49,995 
€39,995 


€6,106 
€5,207 
€5,344 


€43,995 
€36,995 
€36,995 


€4,222 
€5,750 
€4,717 


€42,745 


€36,995 
€36,995 
€35,995 
€33,995 
€31,995 


€3,814 
€3,315 
€5,973 
€3,740 
€4,667 


€41,968 


€39,995 €3,226 


Finance options available on all Models with BMW Financial Services. 
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signs, maybe the best of all, and 
it works exceptionally well 
here. There’s a lot of tech on of- 
fer - the “hey, Mercedes” digi- 
tal voice control assistant; the 
augmented reality sat-nav, a 
heads-up display, and a huge 
suite of safety gear (including a 
slightly-too gung-ho lane-keep- 
ing steering setup). 

New to the CLA is an “ener- 
giser” system that can alter the 
ambient light, air conditioning, 
seat heating, and driving posi- 
tion. This helps keep you more 
alert if you’re starting to feel 
drowsy, or calm you down if 
you re feeling stressed. 

It can even be paired witha 
smartwatch so that the car can 
monitor your heart rate in real 


time and offer suggestions on 
how best to use the system. 

A bit of a gimmick? Doubt- 
less, but an illustration of how 
we now can integrate our digi- 
tal lives into our driving. 


Satisfying 

Thankfully, the mechanical as- 
pects of driving are more satis- 
fying than such digital do-good- 
ery. Mind you, that does come 
with the caveat that the most 
popular diesel model (the CLA 
180d) is not as good to drive as 
you'd like. That’s mostly the 
fault of the 1.5-litre turbo-die- 
sel four-cylinder engine which 
is just too noisy and doesn’t do 
a good enough job of gelling 
with the (optional) sev- 





en-speed dual-clutch transmis- 
sion. 

It’s fine, up to a point, and 
should prove very frugal, but 
it’s a bit of alet-down. 

Far, far better is the CLA 
200 petrol model. This uses the 
new 1.33-litre turbo petrol en- 
gine (like the diesel, it’s built in 
aco-share with Renault and Nis- 
san) with 163hp and 250Nm of 
torque. It’s a far better, more 
satisfying engine to drive than 
the diesel, and combines much 
better with the automatic gear- 
box. It even has a pleasingly 
crisp exhaust note when 
revved. 

Its lower weight also has a 
beneficial effect on handling. 
There’s 70kg of difference be- 


Lowdown 





Power: 163hp 

Torque: 250Nm 
0-100km/h: 8.2 seconds 
Top speed: 229km/h. 
Claimed economy: 5.3 
litres/100km (53.3mpg) 
CO2 emissions: 121g/km 
Motor tax: €270 
Price:TBAbutCLA starts at 
€34,000 approx 





Verdict: Go for the petrol 
version, and the handsome new 
CLA is as good to drive as it is 
to look at 


tween petrol and diesel, and all 
of that on the nose. 

While the diesel version is 
fine to drive, the CLA 200 felt 
far more alive, more agile, 
more responsive, and more 
fun. 

Given that its fuel economy 
is only 1.5 litres per 100km 
worse off than the diesel’s, it’s 
far and away the engine we’d 
choose for the CLA, and one 
that brings some genuine enjoy- 
ment to the driving experi- 
ence. 

After all, isn’t that the point? 
If the CLA really wants to live 
up to the coupe badge, then it 
has to be engaging and fun, so 
this is as good a case as any to 
ditch the diesel. 


Toyota hybrids’ zero-emissions 
benefits backed by UCD study 


Toyota Prius 
hybrids spend 62% 
of time in zero 
emissions mode 


MICHAEL McALEER 
Motoring editor 


New Toyota Prius hybrid cars 
tested over 2,000km througha 
variety of commutes in Ireland 
spent 62 per cent of the time in 
zero emissions mode, accord- 
ing to a study by academics at 
UCD. 

Seven academics each tested 
a Prius over a week last Novem- 
ber, while commuting to UCD 
from a variety of locations, and 
during normal family driving. 

Over 157 individual trips, the 
total distances completed by 
each driver ranged from 
119.7km for a Smithfield com- 
muter to 644.2km for a driver 
commuting from Drogheda, Co 
Louth. 

The study by ConsultUCD, 
commissioned by Toyota Ire- 
land, found that the hybrid Pri- 
us remained in zero emissions 
mode for more than 50 per cent 
of the time and over 30 per cent 
of the distance covered, even in 
the long-distance commutes. 

The data was collected using 
the car’s telemetrics system 
and an Android app that moni- 
tors electric vehicle activation 
patterns. The trips involved 
journeys using motorways, ru- 
ralroads and city driving. 

Unlike a similar test carried 
out in Rome in 2016, no restric- 
tions or driving guidelines were 
given to the drivers, and the var- 
ious driving routes taken by the 
test drivers were not agreed be- 
forehand. The cars were used 
for commuting, school runs 
and incidental daily and week- 
end journeys. 

One of the criticisms of hy- 


Driving test Prius results 
CLEANER DRIVING 





Toyota's hybrid powertrain system drives 
in zero emissions mode 62% of the time 


LONG DISTANCE DRIVING 


TIME 





DISTANCE 


Long distance commutes achieved zero emissions for 57% 
of the time and more than 30% of the distance 


% OF TIME SPENT IN ZERO EMISSIONS MODE COMMUTING 
TO AND FROM UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN 


76% 
, ray aay 
Ewan A 3 a Ea 


Smithfield Wicklow Drogheda 


brid technology is that its bene- 
fits are only really achieved in 
low-speed city driving. It has 
also been suggested that the 
real benefits only accrue to 
drivers who actively attempt to 
maximise battery mode driv- 
ing. 

However, the study found 
that even the commuters trav- 
elling from Drogheda, 
Aughrim and Wicklow town to 


Dundrum (1) 


Dundrum (2) Blackrock Aughrim 


*Study by ConsultUCD, commissioned by Toyota lreland 


UCD spent 56 per cent of their 
time in zero emissions mode 
over the respective 644km, 
452km and 293km driven over 
the course of the week. 

As for city driving, the com- 
muting academic from Smith- 
field was in zero emissions 
mode on average 76 per cent of 
the time and for 57 per cent of 
the distance, while drivers 
from Dundrum and Blackrock 


were in zero emissions for 
two-thirds (64-67 per cent) of 
the time. 

Zero emissions mode de- 
scribes the time the internal 
combustion engine is not run- 
ning and the vehicle is there- 
fore emitting no pollutants. 
The longer the car is in ZEV 
mode the more significant the 
air quality benefits for other 
road users. 

On average, fuel consump- 
tion for the Prius was 4.92 litres 
per 100km (57mpg) and aver- 
age CO2 emissions were 
114.2 grammes per kilometre. 
The three drivers with the long- 
est commutes had the best fuel 
economy, averaging almost 
60 mpg, a fact that clearly dem- 
onstrates the merits of hybrid 
cars for long-distance driving. 

The Prius models involved 
were Luxury grade with 
17-inch alloys. According to the 
study, it represents more than 
90 per cent of Prius models 
sold in Ireland. November was 
chosen so that warmer weather 
would not unduly benefit the 
car’s battery pack. 

UCD’s Prof David Timoney 
said: “Highlights of the studyin- 
clude a high percentage of 
zero-emissions driving record- 
ed across a wide range of condi- 
tions, which may provide envi- 
ronmental benefits for the wid- 
er population. Also noteworthy 
is the close agreement of the 
measured fuel economy with 
the official worldwide harmo- 
nised light vehicle test proce- 
dure figure.” 

According to Toyota corpo- 
rate affairs director Mark Tee- 
van: “This is the first study of 
this type carried out in Ireland, 
and we anticipate its results 
would be replicated across the 
country. 

“The study confirms that 
Toyota Prius hybrids spend the 
majority of their time in zero 
emissions mode and provides 
vital learnings for Ireland as 
the country sets about decar- 
bonising the Irish car fleet.” 
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NEW SERIES Chimerica Channel 4, 
9pm Lucy Kirkwood’s award- 
winning stage play has been turned 
into a four-part thriller. Alessandro 
Nivola takes the lead role of Lee 
Berger, a dedicated American 
photojournalist jaded by life on the 
front line of some of the world’s 
biggest conflicts. He embarks on a 
highly personal journey to reclaim 
his credibility after being accused of 
faking one of his photographs. 
Cherry Jones, F Murray Abraham 
and Sophie Okonedo also appear. 





THRILLING DRAMA Killing Eve 
RTE2, 9.35pm Villanelle is still 
missing but she’s very much alive - 
although not exactly kicking. The 
Russian assassin knows that she 
needs to lie low for a while in 
order to recover from the injuries 
inflicted on her by Eve, but finding 
a good Samaritan to take her in 
and care for her proves to be easier 
said than done. Meanwhile, Eve 
discovers that Carolyn has been 
keeping a secret from her after 

=i being introduced to her new team. 








NEW DOCUMENTARY Scéal na 
Beatha 1G4, 9.30pm Seosamh O 
Conchuir is best known for being a 
former manager of Club Chonradh 
na Gaeilge. He died last September, 
a few months after being diagnosed 
with cancer. Director Mairéad Ni 
Thréinir was given permission to 
film his final days, during which 
Seosamh reflected on his life while 
listening to his favourite music and 
spending time with loved ones. This 
moving programme charts this 
period and its aftermath. 











ROMANTIC COMEDY Love, 
Rosie Channel 4, 1.05am Lily 
Collins and Sam Claflin play 
Rosie and Alex, teenagers 
who have been best friends for 
as long as they can remember. 
They’re about to be separated 
for the first time when they 
enrol at different universities 
— and it’s then that Rosie 
realises she may be in love 
with Alex. But does he feel the 
same? Jaime Winstone and 
Suki Waterhouse also appear. 





RTE ONE 


6.00 EuroNews 7.35 
Teleshopping 8.10 Today with 
Maura and DaithiR S 10.05 
The Ellen DeGeneres Show RS 
11.00 Dr Phil 11.55 Shortland 
Street S 12.25 Doctors S 1.00 
News S 1.30 Home and Away S 
2.00 Neighbours S 2.25 
EastEnders R S 3.00 Fair City 
RS 3.30 Today with Maura and 
DaithiS 5.40 Nuacht Followed 


RTE2 


6.00 EuroNews 7.00 Children’s 


Programmes 7.40 Dream 


Street R 8.00 Curious George 


8.25 Matt Hatter Chronicles 
RS 8.50 Pig Goat Banana 
Cricket 9.15 Jamie Johnson 


RS 9.45 Horrible Histories S 


10.20 Deadly Top 10 RS 
10.50 FILM: Free Willy 2: 


The Adventure Home (1995, 


Adventure, U) Jason James 


VIRGIN ONE 


6.10 The Tonight Show R 7.00 
lreland AM S 10.30 This 
Morning S 12.30 News S 1.00 
The Chase S 3.00 Elaine 4.00 
Lazy Chef R S 4.30 Judge Judy 
5.30 News S 


TG4 


7.00 Cula 4 10.00 Little House 
on the Prairie RS10.55 
Gilmore Girls RS 11.45 Cheese 
Slices R S 12.15 Logainm R S 
12.45 Garrai Glas R1.15 The 
West Wing R S 2.05 Weakest 
Link RS 3.00 Cula 4 na nOg 
4.00 Cula 4 4.02 Alvinnn!!! and 
the Chipmunks R 4.13 Dénall 
Dana 4.24 Angelo Rules R 4.35 
Harvey Beaks R 5.00 Whiz Sa 


BBC ONE 


BBC TWO 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 News S 9.15 Animal Park | 6.30 The Repair ShopRS7.15 | 6.25 CheersRS/7.45 Frasier RS 
Easter Special R S10.00 Home Is Where the ArtIsRS 9.10 Everybody Loves Raymond 
Homes Under the HammerRS_ | 8.00 Sign Zone: Mary Berry’s RS 10.10 Ramsay's Kitchen 
11.00 The Sheriffs Are Coming | Quick Cooking RS 8.30 Nightmares USA R S 11.05 Car 
RS 11.45 Close Calls: On Gardeners’ World R S 9.00 SOS R S 12.00 News S 12.05 
Camera S 12.15 Bargain Hunt News $10.00 Victoria Come Dine with Me RS 1.05 


RS 1.00 News $1.30 Regional 
News S 1.45 Doctors S 2.15 
Curiosity S 3.00 Escape to the 
Country RS 3.45 Home Is 


Where the Art Is S 4.30 The 5.15 Flog It! RS 


Derbyshire S 11.00 News S 1.00 
The Boss RS 1.45 Back in Time 
for Dinner R S 3.45 The Hairy 
Builder RS 4.45 Eggheads RS 


Escape to the Chateau: DIY RS 
2.10 Countdown S 3.00 A Place 
inthe SunR S 4.00 A New Life 
inthe Sun S 5.00 Four in a Bed 
S 5.30 Extreme Cake Makers S 





by The Angelus R Richter, Michael Madsen. Chistin 5.30 Irish Paint MagicR | Repair Shop S 5.15 Pointless S 
Dir: Dwight H Little. S 
12.35 Children’s Programmes 
4.00 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show S 5.00 The Simpsons RS 
6.01 NEWSS 6.00 NEIGHBOURS Mark 6.00 THE SIX O’CLOCK 6.00 WEAKEST LINK Anne 6.00 NEWSS 6.00 RICHARD OSMAN’S 6.00 THE SIMPSONS Lisa 
7.00 NATIONWIDE S launches an SHOW Chat show. S Robinson hosts another 6.30 REGIONAL NEWS S HOUSE OF GAMES becomes Krusty’s new 
7.30 DESPERATE HOUSES investigation into the 7.00 EMMERDALE Moira round of the general 6.55 PARTY ELECTION Beattie Edmondson, assistant, but soon 
Roisin Murphy and her identity of the driver who oversteps the mark, Priya knowledge quiz. RS BROADCAST By UK Amol Rajan, Gaby outshines him and earns 
team come to the aid of almost killed Susan and feels pushed out by 7.00 NUACHT TG4 Independence Party Roslin and Hugh Dennis her own TV show. 
Vivenne, Ger and their Imogen.RS Aiesha, and Harriet 7.30 REALTA AGUS GAOLTA Northern Ireland. RS go toe-to-toe testing Meanwhile, Homer and 
five children, who need 6.30 HOME AND AWAY Dean makes another Sile Seoige hosts the 7.00 THE ONE SHOW Matt their general knowledge Bart bond over their 
help decluttering their breaks into the mailbox disturbing discovery. S search for Ireland’s most Baker and Alex Jones skills ina variety of new hobby —coin 
mid-terrace three- to retrieve the letter.RS | 7.30 CORONATION STREET talented family, with host the magazine show, entertaining trivia-based collecting. RS 
bedroom homeinLeixlip, | 7.00 THE BIG BANG Gary meets a familiar judges Sinead Ni with stories of interest games across the 6.30 HOLLYOAKS Ollie tells 
Co Kildare. RS THEORY After being face on his first day Uallachain, lrial from around the UK, plus week.RS Mandy that Luke wants 
8.00 FAIR CITY Tommy forced to deal with a sick collecting debts, and O'Ceallaigh and Jim celebrity guests in the 6.30 ISLAND MEDICS a paternity test. 
unearths the truth about Sheldon, the rest of the Chesney and Gemma's Lockhart.RS | studio. S Behind the scenes at Meanwhile, Juliet plants 
Zak, and Sash starts to gang try to treat caravan holiday starts 8.30 AR SHLINA FIRINNE 8.00 SUPERMARKET the Gilbert Bain Hospital doubts in Brooke's mind, 
panic when it dawns themselves to a Sheldon- badly. S The social of Ireland's SECRETS Gregg Wallace in Lerwick, following and Kyle finds out that 
upon her what she has free weekend. RS 8.00 NEWS S graveyards. R examines how the work of those Nancy has been snooping 
signed up for. 7.25 SAVINGLIVESATSEA | 8.30 CORONATIONSTREET | 9.00 GLORTIRE: ROGHA & supermarkets are providing emergency and onhis laptop. RS 
Meanwhile, Sean and Aclimber falls ina Sarah fears Gary will be TOGHA New. fighting to bring medical care to the 7.00 NEWS S 
Doug get off to a rocky remote cave on the implicated in the roof Performances from consumers their food on Shetland Islands’ 23,000 | 8.00 LOCATION, LOCATION, 
start. S Gower Peninsula, so the sabotage, and Chesney country music acts demand, and finds out residents. RS LOCATION New. In the 
8.30 GROW, COOK, EAT Mumbles crew are called catches Gemma fleecing including Johnny Brady, how Ocado are using 7.00 ANTIQUES ROAD TRIP first of a new Series, 
Michael Kelly in, and in Portreath, Joseph at poker. Patrick Feeney, Mike robots to revolutionise Antiques experts travel Kirstie Allsopp helps 
demonstrates how to lifeguards battle to save Elsewhere, Nick diverts Denver, Shawn Cuddy, online delivery. around the UK searching couple Rachael and Mark 
grow French beans, a teenager who is the police's attention The Sheerin Family and Elsewhere in the for treasures and in Woking search for a 
while Karen O’Donohoe determined to surf. S from his crime. S Cliona Hagan. S programme, he also competing to make the new home. The pair are 
pays a visit to anew 8.35 GRAND DESIGNS: 9.00 DOCTOR IN THE 9.30 SCEALNABEATHA visits a State of the art most money at auction. S currently renting, but are 
festival in Portlaw, HOUSE OF THE YEAR HOUSE Health See Choice S lettuce farm in Norfolk, 8.00 GREAT BRITISH MENU desperate to put their 
County Waterford New. Kevin McCloud professionals offer 10.30 THE SINNER Long-held and Nikki Fox tests out Gordon Jones, Lorna money into their own 
with sustainability at presents a series advice to Peter and secrets are finally the Co-op’s new pay in McNee and Ben Reade home before the arrival 
its core. S exploring Britain's Catherine in Cloyne, revealed as Cora delves the aisle technology. S make their way to the of their second child. 
9.00 NEWSS contemporary and County Cork, who seek into her past to recover 9.00 EARTH FROM SPACE kitchen for the Scotland Meanwhile, Phil heads to 
9.35 BRENDAN cutting-edge homes, all advice to help them her lost memories. S New. Cameras in space heats. S Guildford to assist Indu 
O’CONNOR’S CUTTING of which are in the change their eating and 11.20 BOTHAR BUCK tell stories of lifeonour | 9.00 MOTHERFATHERSON and Jason in their 
EDGE TV personality running for the Riba drinking habits. S Rossa O Snodaigh travels planet from a brand new Max finds himself under property search. S 


Brendan O'Connor and 
panellists Mike Ross, 
Mairead Ronan and 
Niamh Horan take a 
provocative and 
entertaining look at the 
week's news. S 

10.35 ALL ROUND TO MRS 
BROWN ’S With Clare 
Balding, Johnny Vegas, 


House of the Year 
Award 2015. S 

9.35 KILLING EVE 
See Choice S 

10.30 STACEY DOOLEY 
INVESTIGATES: SHOT 
BY MY NEIGHBOUR The 
presenter meets people 
in Northern Ireland 
assaulted by vigilante 


10.00UEFA CHAMPIONS 


LEAGUE HIGHLIGHTS 
Action from the 
concluding quarter-final 
second-leg ties, featuring 
FC Porto v Liverpool and 
Manchester City v 
Tottenham Hotspur. 


11.00 THE TONIGHT SHOW 


Matt Cooper and Ivan 


through Turkey, Crete 
and Israel. RS 


11.50 FILM: UNLEASHING 


MR DARCY 

(2016, Drama, PG) 

Cindy Busby, Ryan 
Paevey. A modern take on 
Pride and Prejudice, 
centred ona series of 
misunderstandings that 


perspective, to reveal 
new discoveries and 
explore Earth’s most 
remote habitats. S 

10.00NEWS S 

10.25 REGIONAL NEWS S 

10.35 GLOW UP: BRITAIN’S 
NEXT MAKE-UP STAR 
The remaining make-up 
artists battle for a place 


the spotlight, and 
Kathryn must decide 
whether to make a huge 
sacrifice for the sake of 
exposing the truth. S 


10.00ISLAND OF DREAMS 


One-off comedy, starring 
Harry Enfield. RS 


10.30 NEWSNIGHT S 
11.15 STEPHEN: THE 


9.00 CHIMERICA 
See Choice S 

10.00 GOGGLEBOX Opinions 
on shows including Our 
Planet, This Morning, 
Line of Duty and Britain's 
Got Talent. RS 

11.05 FIRST DATES Return of 
the restaurant-based 
dating show, hosted by 


VIRGIN TWO 


7.20 Big Star's Little Star 8.20 
Tipping Point S 9.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show $11.30 
lreland AM 12.30 Loose Women 
1.30 Bondi Rescue 2.00 
Emmerdale S 3.00 Xposé 4.00 
Tipping Point S 
6.00 THE CHASE Quiz. S 
7.00 THE CHASE Quiz. S 
8.00 RENOVATION NATION 
A team of renovation 
professionals overhaul 
an old orchard within the 
grounds of the Daughters 
of Charity Disability 
Services in Limerick. 
9.00 LOCKED UP: 
STRANGEWAYS 
PRISON The programme 
looks at how the prison has 
changed since the riots in 
1990, when inmates 
protested against an 
outdated system and 
inhumane conditions. 
Last in the series. 
10.00NEWS 
10.30 CORONATION STREET 
As Virgin One, 7.30pm. S 
11.00 CORONATION STREET 
As Virgin One, 8.30pm. S 
11.30 EMMERDALE 
As Virgin One, 7pm.S 


SKY ONE 


6.00 RSPCA Animal Rescue RS 
7.00 Animal House R S 8.00 
Monkey Life R S 9.00 Monkeys 
and Apes: Wild Files R 9.15 SO 
Beano! 9.30 Play Your Pets 
Right 9.45 Big Cats: Wild Files 
10.00 The Athena 10.30 The 
Simpsons R S 11.00 Modern 
Family RS 12.00 NCIS: Los 
Angeles R S 1.00 Hawaii Five-O 
RS 3.00 Modern Family RS 
4.00 The Simpsons RS 5.30 
Futurama RS 
6.00 FUTURAMA RS 
6.30 THE SIMPSONS RS 
7.00 THE SIMPSONS RS 
7.30 THE SIMPSONS RS 
8.00 DC’S LEGENDS OF 
TOMORROW The 
Waverider crew kidnap 
President Nixon in 1973. 
9.00 MAGNUM P.I Kumu 
meets an old friend. S 
10.00STRIKE BACK: SILENT 
WAR RS 
11.00 KARL PILKINGTON: 
THE MOANING OF 
LIFE RS 
12.00 Motorway Patrol RS 1.00 
ALeague of Their Own R S 2.00 
Comedians Watching Football 
with Friends 2.30 Duck Quacks 
Don't Echo R 3.00 NCIS: Los 








Jamie Laing and groups. S Yates give their take on unfold when a young inthe final. S MURDER THAT Fred Sirieix. Participants 
Spencer Matthews. RS 11.25 HOME FROM HOME Neil the day's stories witha woman meets arudeand | 11.35 AQUESTION OF SPORT CHANGED A NATION include energetic 

11.45 IN THE CLUB Roanna leads his family and panel of guests from the aristocratic judge ata Around-up of the best Documentary examining 32-year-old owl 
reluctantly turns to friends ona perilous worlds of politics, dog show. Dir: David moments from the latest the death of Stephen sanctuary volunteer 
Ray for help. S mountain walk. S comedy and sport. S Winning. S series. RS Lawrence.RS Krystal. RS 

12.55 Creedon’s Road Less 12.05 The Handmaid's TaleRS | 12.00 The Moorside R 1.15 1.25 Dail Eireann 1.50 France 24 | 12.05 Celebrity Painting 12.15 Sign Zone: DIY SOS: The 12.10 The Great British School 

Travelled R S 1.55 Ireland's 1.15 Elementary RS 2.05 Trauma R 2.15 Close 5.25 The Challenge RS 1.10 News S Big Build RS1.15 Race Across | SwapRS 

Fittest Family R S 2.50 Lethal Weapon RS 2.55 Six O'Clock Show R the WorldRS2.15 ThisIsBBC | 1.05FILM: Love, Rosie 

Operation TransformationRS | EuroNews TwoS (2014, Comedy, 15) 


3.45 Say Yes to the Dress RS 
4.10 Daniel and Majella’s B&B 
Road Trip RS 4.40 Getaways 
RS 5.05 At Your Service RS 
5.35 EuroNews 





See Film Choice S 

2.50 Coast vs Country RS 3.45 
French Collection R S 4.35 
Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures 
RS 4.55 The £100k Drop RS 
5.50 Countdown RS 


12.00 Ibiza WeekenderS2.00 | AngelesRS 4.00 Road Wars 
Close RS 5.00 Stargate SG-1RS 
6.00 Teletubbies 6.30 Bob the | 6.00 News S 8.30 Lorraine S 
Builder: Project BuildItR7.00 | 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show RS 
In the Night GardenR7.30 The | 10.30 This Morning S 12.30 


Adventures of Paddington Bear 
8.00 The Sparticle Mystery R 
8.30 Total Drama Action R 
9.00 Elaine R 10.00 Dress to 
Impress R S 12.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA 1.00 Nanny 911 
R 2.00 Judge Rinder 4.00 The 
Royal R S 5.00 Long Lost 
Family Australia R 

6.00 HEARTBEAT A tractor 
thief strikes at farms in 
the Aidensfield area, and 
Vernon sets himself up as 
a horticultural expert. R 

7.00 JEREMY KYLE’S 
EMERGENCY ROOM 
The talk show host helps 
people overcome 
medical issues. R 

8.00 HELL’S KITCHEN 
AUSTRALIA Australian 
version of the cooking 
reality competition. 

9.15 BULL The legal aide 
unexpectedly becomes 
the guardian of a young 
girl seeking to ‘divorce’ 
her parents. R 

10.15 LAW & ORDER: 
SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT 
Detectives take sides ina 
right-to-die court case. R 

11.15 VICTORIA RS 

12.15 Sun, Sex and Suspicious 

Parents: Thailand R1.30 

Bigheads R 2.30 Elaine R 3.20 


Loose Women S 1.30 News S 

1.55 UTV Live S 2.00 Judge 

Rinder S 3.00 Tenable RS 4.00 

Tipping Point S 5.00 The Chase S 

6.00 UTVLIVES 

6.25 PARTY ELECTION 
BROADCAST By UK 
Independence Party 
Northern Ireland. S 

6.30 NEWSS 

7.00 EMMERDALE 
As Virgin One, 7pm.S 

7.30 CORONATION STREET 
As Virgin One, 7.30pm. S 

8.00 BRITAIN’S BRIGHTEST 
FAMILY Two families 
compete in the third 
round of the quarter- 
finals. S 

8.30 CORONATION STREET 
As Virgin One, 8.30pm. S 

9.00 THE BAY A confession to 
Lisa shines a possible 
new light on Dylan's 
killer. S 

10.00NEWS S 

10.30UTV LIVES 

10.45 HEATHROW: BRITAIN’S 
BUSIEST AIRPORT RS 

11.10 LALIGA HIGHLIGHTS S 

12.10 British Touring Car 

Championship Highlights S 

1.25 The Chase R S 2.15 ITV 

Nightscreen 3.00 Lethal 

WeaponRS 3.45 ITV 

Nightscreen 5.05 The Jeremy 




















Close 





Kyle Show RS 





CABLE & SATELLITE 


GENERAL 


BBC FOUR 

7.00pm Beyond 100 Days. 7.30 Secrets 
of Bones. 8.00 Kolkata with Sue Perkins. 
Life in the 2Ist-century megacity 
formerly known as Calcutta. 9.00 Julius 
Caesar Revealed. Mary Beard explores 
the life, reign and legacy of the Roman 
politician. 10.00 The Normans. 11.00 
Blazes and Brigades: The Story of the 
Fire Service. 12.00 The Joy of Stats. 


ITV2 

6.00am The Planet's Funniest Animals. 
6.20 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records. 7.10 You've Been Framed! Gold. 
8.00 Emmerdale. 8.55 You've Been 
Framed! Gold. 9.25 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show. 10.15 BGT: Top 10 Comedy Corkers. 
11.15 The Guide to You've Been Framed! 
Gold. 12.15 Emmerdale. 1.15 You've Been 
Framed! Gold. 1.40 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show. 2.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 6.00 
Take Me Out. A Michael Jackson 
impersonator is among the contestants. 
7.30 You've Been Framed! Gold. 9.00 
Film: American Pie (1999, Comedy, 15) 
11.05 Family Guy. 12.00 American Dad! 


ITV3 

6.00am Classic Coronation Street. 6.55 
Heartbeat. 8.00 Murder, She Wrote. 9.00 
Judge Judy. 10.30 Agatha Christie's 
Poirot. 12.40 Heartbeat. 1.45 Classic 
Emmerdale. 2.50 Classic Coronation 
Street. 3.55 Agatha Christie's Poirot. The 
sleuth investigates a cleaner’s death. 
5.95 Heartbeat. A woman's husband 
returns from the grave. 7.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. Jessica visits Amish country. 8.00 
Agatha Christie's Poirot. An 
archaeologist’s wife is murdered during 
an excavation. 10.05 The Bletchley 
Circle: San Francisco. 


ITV4 

6.00am The Chase. 6.45 The Avengers. 
7.40 Kojak. 8.40 Quincy ME. 9.40 Minder. 
10.45 The Sweeney. 11.50 The 
Professionals. 12.55 The Protectors. 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Newmarket. 4.00 
Minder. 5.00 The Professionals. 6.00 The 
Car Chasers. 7.00 The Chase. 8.00 River 
Monsters. 9.00 Film: Magnum Force 
(1973, Thriller, 18) 11.35 Film: The Usual 
Suspects (1995, Thriller, 18) 


SKY ATLANTIC 

10.00am The West Wing. 11.00 CSI: 
Crime Scene Investigation. 12.00 
Without a Trace. 2.00 Blue Bloods. 3.00 
The West Wing. 5.00 Without a Trace. 
7.00 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
8.00 Blue Bloods. 9.00 Billions. Axe is 
surprised by a visitor from his past. 10.10 
Veep. 10.45 Barry. 11.20 The Case 
Against Adnan Syed. 

SKY WITNESS 

10.00am Nothing to Declare. 12.00 
Paramedics. 3.00 To Catch a Smuggler: 
JFK Airport. 7.00 Nothing to Declare. 





8.00 Criminal Minds. 9.00 Grey's 
Anatomy. 10.00 Station 19.11.00 
Criminal Minds. 12.00 Murders That 
Shocked the Nation. 


E4 

Noon: Brooklyn Nine-Nine. 1.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. 2.00 Baby Daddy. 3.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine. 4.00 The Goldbergs. 
5.00 The Crystal Maze. 6.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. 7.00 Hollyoaks. 7.30 
Speechless. 8.00 The Goldbergs. 8.30 
Schooled. 9.00 Tattoo Fixers: Extreme. 
10.00 First Dates Hotel. 11.05 The 
Hangover Games. 11.40 The Big Bang 
Theory. 


MORE4 

10.55am The Great British Bake Off. 
12.15 Find It, Fix It, Flog It. 1.15 Four ina 
Bed. 3.50 Food Unwrapped. 4.55 The 
Secret Life of the Zoo. 5.55 The 
Supervet. 6.55 999: On the Frontline. 
7.55 Grand Designs. A cutting-edge, post- 
industrial house in the South Downs. 
9.00 Find It, Fix It, Drive It. 10.00 Car SOS. 
11.00 24 Hours in A&E. 12.00 999: On the 
Frontline. 


COMEDY CENTRAL 

Noon: Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Place. 
1.00 Friends. 4.00 Two Guys, a Girlanda 
Pizza Place. 5.00 Friends. 8.00 Your Face 
or Mine, 9.00 Russell Howard's Good 
News. 10.00 The Comedy Bus. 10.35 
Russell Howard's Stand Up Central. 
11.00 Jackass. 12.00 Impractical Jokers. 


CHANNEL 5 

11.15am Traffic Cops. 12.10 News. 12.15 
Can't Pay? We'll Take It Away! 1.10 
Access. 1.15 Home and Away. 1.45 
Neighbours. 2.20 Film: Murder, She 
Baked: Just Desserts (2017, Mystery, 
PG) 4.00 Friends. 5.00 News. 5.30 
Neighbours. 6.00 Home and Away. 6.30 
News. 7.00 Secrets of the National Trust 
with Alan Titchmarsh. 8.00 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. 9.00 Inside John Lewis: 
Profits & Problems. 10.00 James Bulger: 
The New Revelations. 11.05 Britain's 
Cocaine Epidemic. 


HISTORY 

Noon: Forged in Fire. 1.00 American 
Pickers. 2.00 Hardcore Pawn. 3.00 
Storage Wars. 5.00 Forged in Fire. 7.00 
American Pickers. 8.00 Mega Mechanics. 
9.00 The Curse of Oak Island. 10.00 River 
Hunters. 11.00 WW? Treasure Hunters. 
12.00 Forged in Fire. 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

Noon: Wicked Tuna: North v South. 1.00 
Wicked Tuna. 2.00 Car SOS. 4.00 Air 
Crash Investigation. 6.00 WWII's 
Greatest Raids. 7.00 Nazi 
Megastructures. 8.00 Alaska’s Toughest 
Pilots. 9.00 Alaska State Troopers. 10.00 
Lawless Island: Alaska. 11.00 Car SOS. 
12.00 Air Crash Investigation. 


DISCOVERY 
Noon: Baggage Battles. 1.00 Combat 
Dealers. 2.00 Wheeler Dealers. 3.00 Ed 


Stafford: Left for Dead. 4.00 Mighty 
Ships. 5.00 Gold Rush. 6.00 Fast N’ Loud 
Rewed Up. 7.00 Outback Truckers. 8.00 
Alaska: The Last Frontier. 9.00 Tanked. 
10.00 Moonshiners. 11.00 Wheeler 
Dealers. 12.00 Tanked. 


FOX 

8.00am Monk. 9.00 Bones. 10.00 Monk. 
11.00 NCIS. 12.00 Bones. 2.00 The 
Mentalist. 3.00 NCIS. 4.00 Monk. 5.00 
Bones. 6.00 The Mentalist. 7.00 NCIS. 
10.00 Bull. 11.00 American Dad! 12.00 
Family Guy. 


FILMS 


TCM 

Noon: Gun Fight (1961, Western, U) 1.30 
The Long and the Short and the Tall 
(1960, Drama, PG) 3.30 A Tornado in the 
Saddle (1942, Western, PG) 4.45 The 
Unforgiven (1960, Western, PG) 7.15 The 
Gun Runners (1958, Drama, PG) 9.00 
Enter the Dragon (1973, Adventure, 18) 
11.10 Tango & Cash (1989, Adventure, 18) 


FILM4 

12.35pm Ice Age (2002, Animation, U) 
2.10 Over the Hedge (2006, Animation, 
U) 3.50 Back to the Future Part Ill (1990, 
Comedy, PG) 6.10 Exodus: Gods and 
Kings (2014, Epic, 12) 9.00 Eddie the 
Eagle (2016, Drama, PG) 11.10 
Commando (1985, Adventure, 18) 12.55 
Monsters: Dark Continent (2014, Sci-Fi, 
15) 


SKY CINEMA PREMIERE 
1.35pm Super Troopers 2 (2018, 
Comedy, 15) 3.20 Lu Over the Wall (2017, 
Animation, PG) 5.20 Dusty and Me (2016, 
Comedy, 12) 7.00 Christopher Robin 
(2018, Drama, PG) 9.00 As 1.35pm. 10.45 
The Whiskey Bandit (2017, Drama, 15) 
1.00 Blame (2017, Drama, 15) 


SKY CINEMA DRAMA 

1.30pm Lost in Translation (2003, 15) 
3.20 The Prince of Tides (1991, PG) 5.35 
Jerry Maguire (1996, 15) 8.00 Tully 
(2018, 15) 9.45 My Friend Dahmer (2017, 
15) 11.40 Marshall (2017, 15) 


SKY CINEMA COMEDY 

1.05pm Blades of Glory (2007, 12) 2.45 
Step Brothers (2008, 15) 4.35 The 
House (2017, 15) 6.10 Made of Honour 
(2008, 12) 8.00 As 1.05pm. 9.40 As 
2.45pm. 11.35 As 4.35pm. 


SKY CINEMA ACTION 

1.45pm Battleship (2012, 12) 4.00 
Shanghai Noon (2000, 12) 6.00 
Shanghai Knights (2003, 12) 8.00 
Pacific Rim: Uprising (2018, 12) 10.00 
Pirates of the Caribbean: Salazar’s 
Revenge (2017, 12) 12.15 Troy (2004, 15) 


SKY CINEMA ANIMATION 
12.55pm The Lego Ninjago Movie (201/, 
Animation, U) 2.45 The Nut Job 2: Nutty 
By Nature (2017, Animation, U) 4.25 The 
LEGO Movie (2014, Animation, U) 6.10 





Ferdinand (2017, Animation, U) 8.00 As 





12.55pm. 9.50 Mary and the Witch's 
Flower (2017, Animation, U) 11.40 Maya 
the Bee: The Honey Games (2018, 
Animation, U) 


SKY CINEMA SCI-FI/HORROR 
Noon: 1, Robot (2004, 12) 2.00 The First 
Purge (2018, 15) 3.45 Slumber (2017, 15) 
5.15 The Dark Tower (2017, 12) 7.00 As 
12noon. 9.00 As 2pm. 10.45 The Ring 
(2002, 15) 12.45 The Ring 2 (2005, 15) 


SKY CINEMA MUSICALS 
12.30pm The Greatest Showman (201, 
Drama, PG) 2.20 Annie (1982, Musical, U) 
4.30 Sleeping Beauty (1959, Animation, 
U) 6.00 Pitch Perfect (2012, Comedy, 12) 
8.00 As 12.30pm. 10.00 Grease (1978, 
Musical, PG) 12.00 Grease 2 (1982, 
Musical, PG) 


SKY CINEMA SUPERHERO 
12.45pm The Dark Knight Rises (2012, 
Thriller, 12) 3.40 GI Joe: The Rise of 
Cobra (2009, Adventure, 12) 5.50 
Superman ll (1983, Adventure, PG) 8.00 
Guardians of the Galaxy (2014, Sci-Fi, 12) 
10.00 As 12.45pm. 12.45 Ghost Rider 
(2007, Fantasy, 12) 


SKY CINEMA DISNEY 

1.35pm Frankenweenie (2012, PG) 3.05 
Pocahontas (1995, U) 4.30 The Lion 
King (1994, U) 6.00 Incredibles 2 (2018, 
PG) 8.00 As 1.35pm. 9.40 The Haunted 
Mansion (2003, PG) 11.15 National 
Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007, PG) 


SKY CINEMA THRILLER 
12.50pm The Negotiator (2018, Thriller, 
15) 2.50 The Sting (1973, Comedy, PG) 
5.00 The Snowman (2017, Drama, 15) 
7.00 Kissing Candice (2017, Drama, 15) 
9.00 Munich (2005, Thriller, 15) 11.45 
Murder On The Orient Express (201/, 
Mystery, 12) 


SPORT 


EIRSPORT1 

11.00am Man Utd v Arsenal 01/02. 11.30 
Manchester United v Chelsea: 
1999/2000. 12.00 The Masters. 4.00 
Classic GAA. 5.30 Man Utd v Man City 
11/12. 6.00 Golf Central. 7.00 Outdoor 
Sports Show. 7.30 On the Limit Sports. 
8.00 Peak Performance: Horse Racing. 
8.30 Man Utd v Blackburn Rovers 11/12. 
9.00 The Prol4 Hour. 10.00 The Back 
Row. 10.30 Manchester United v Everton: 
2011/12. 11.00 On the Limit Sports. 12.00 
Golf Central. 1.00 Newcastle United v 
Tottenham Hotspur: 1996/97. 1.30 West 
Bromwich Albion v Liverpool: 2002/03. 


EIR SPORT 2 

10.00am La Liga. 12.00 NHL on the Fly. 
1.00 Serie A Highlights. 2.00 La Liga 
Highlights. 3.00 Serie A. 5.00 La Liga 
World. 5.30 Serie A Full Impact. 5.55 Live 
Serie A. Lazio v Udinese (Kick-off 
6.00pm). Coverage of the Italian top- 
flight clash from Stadio Olimpico. 8.00 
NASCAR America. 9.00 This is eir Sport 





2.10.00 Serie A Highlights. 11.00 NHL on 
the Fly. 12.00 Live NHL Ice Hockey. 


VIRGIN SPORT 

10.30am UEFA Champions League. 6.30 
UEFA Champions League Round-Up. 
7.00 Live UEFA Champions League. FC 
Porto v Liverpool (Kick-off 8.00pm). 
Coverage of the quarter-final second-leg 
clash at Estadio do Dragao. 10.05 UEFA 
Champions League Highlights. 11.00 
UEFA Champions League. 1.00 Close. 


EUROSPORT 1 

11.00am Live Cycling: Tour of Turkey. 
1.00 Golf: Masters. 2.00 Cycling: Tour of 
Turkey. 3.00 Live Cycling: Brabantse Pijl. 
Coverage of the UCI Europe Tour race 
from Belgium. 4.45 Cycling: Get to Know. 
5.00 Snooker: O'Sullivan v Allen. 7.00 
Cycling: Tour of Turkey. 8.30 Cycling: 
Brabantse Pijl. 9.30 Cycling: Amstel Gold 
Race. 10.30 Cycling: Tour of Turkey. 11.30 
Cycling: Brabantse Pijl. 12.40 Eurosport 
News. 1.05 Close. 


SKY SPORTS MAIN EVENT 
11.00am Sky Sports News. 12.30 Live 
Royal London One-Day Cup Cricket. 9.00 
Sky Sports Tonight. 10.00 The Debate. 
11.00 Sky Sports News. 


SKY SPORTS PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

10.00am Premier League Years. 12.00 
The Debate. 1.00 Premier League Years. 
3.00 Best Goals 13/14. 4.00 PL Greatest 
Games. 5.00 Premier League Highlights. 
5.30 Premier League 100 Club. 6.00 
Premier League Review. 7.00 Premier 
League World. 7.30 Premier League 
Highlights. 8.00 Premier League Review. 
9.00 Premier League World. 9.30 
Premier League Highlights. 10.00 The 
Debate. 11.00 PL Best Goals 93/94. 12.00 
The Debate. 1.00 Premier League Years. 


SKY SPORTS FOOTBALL 
11.00am One2Eleven. 11.30 Football's 
Greatest Players. 12.00 EFL Greatest 
Games. 12.30 SPFL Greatest Games. 
1.00 Football Countdowns. 2.00 Football 
Years. 3.00 EFL Football League Play-Off 
Finals. 5.00 EFL Greatest Games. 5.30 
SPFL Greatest Games. 6.00 Football 
Years. 6.30 Soccer AM: The Best Bits. 
7.00 Football's Greatest Players. 8.00 
EFL Greatest Games. 8.30 SPFL 
Greatest Games. 9.00 EFL Play-Off Final 
Highlights. 10.00 The Debate. 11.00 
Football's Greatest Players. 12.00 
Football Years. 1.00 Football 
Countdowns. 


BT SPORT 1 

10.15am MotoGP. 11.15 MotoGP. 12.15 
MotoGP. 1.15 MotoGP Chequered Flag. 
2.15 IPL. 3.15 Live IPL. Sunrisers 
Hyderabad v Chennai Super Kings. 7.30 
BT Sport Reload. 8.00 Live MLB. 
Milwaukee Brewers v St Louis Cardinals 
(Start-time TBA). 11.00 Rugby Tonight On 
Tour. 11.30 UFC Connected. 12.00 Dan 
Hardy's Open Mat. 12.30 UFC. 





RADIO 


RTE Radio1 

FM: 88.2-90.0; 95.2 MHz, LW: 252 kHz. 
News on the hour 

7.00am Morning Ireland. 9.00 The Ryan 
Tubridy Show. 10.00 Today with Sean 
O'Rourke. 12.00 The Ronan Collins Show. 
1.00 News at One. 1.45 Liveline. 3.00 The 
Ray D'Arcy Show. 4.30 Drivetime. 
Presented by Mary Wilson. 7.00 Arena. 
8.00 The John Creedon Show. The 
presenter introduces a mix of 
contemporary, Irish and international 
tracks. 10.00 The Late Debate. 11.00 Late 
Date. 2.00 RTE Radio 1 Replay. 3.00 RTE 
Gold on RTE Radio 1.5.30 Rising Time. 


RTE 2FM 

FM: 90.4-92.2; 97.0 MHz 

6.00am Breakfast Republic. 10.00 Louise 
McSharry. 1.00 Tracy Clifford. 4.00 The 
Eoghan McDermott Show. 7.00 Game On. 
8.00 Night Time on 2FM. 10.00 Dan 
Hegarty—The Alternative. 12.00 2FM 
Overnight. 


RTE Lyric FM 

FM: 96-99 MHz 

7.00am Marty in the Morning. 10.00 Niall 
Carroll's Classical Daytime. 1.00 The Full 
Score with Liz Nolan. Cellist Kian Soltani 
and pianist Aaron Pilsan perform Bach, 
Brahms, Larcher and Piazzolla. 4.00 
Lorcan Murray's Classic Drive. With 
classical music and familiar favourites. 
7.02 Mystery Train with John Kelly. 9.00 
The Blue of the Night with Bernard 
Clarke. 12.00 Lyric Through the Night. 


RTE Raidi6 na Gaeltachta 

FM: 92.6-94.4; 102.7 MHz 

7.00am Nead Na Fuiseoige. 8.00 
Adhmhaidin. 9.00 Priomhscéalta na 
Nuachta. 9.15 Iris Aniar. 10.15 Sinéad ar 
Maidin. 11.00 Barrscéalta. 12.00 
Priomhscéalta na Nuachta. 12.08 An Saol 
6 Dheas. 1.00 Nuacht a hAon. 2.00 
Ardtrathnona. 3.00 Binneas Beil. Choice 
of music and musicians. 5.00 Tus Aite. 
5.55 Tuairisc Spdirt. 6.00 Nuacht a Sé. 
6.30 Fégraian Lae. 7.00 Ceol Binn 6 na 
Beanna. 9.00 RiRa ar RnaG. 10.00 An 
Taobh Tuathail. 12.00 Scoth na 
Céadaoine. 


Today FM 

FM: 100-102 MHz 

7.00am lan Dempsey’s Breakfast Show. 
9.00 Dermot and Dave. 12.00 Muireann 
O'Connell. 2.00 Fergal D'Arcy. 4.30 The 
Last Word. 7.00 Lost in Music. 9.00 Paul 
McLoone. 12.00 Overnight Music. 5.00 
Pamela Joyce. 


Newstalk 106-108fm 

FM: 106-108 MHz 

6.30am Business Breakfast. 7.00 
Breakfast. 9.00 The Pat Kenny Show. 
12.00 Lunchtime Live. 2.00 Moncrieff. 
4.00 The Hard Shoulder with Ivan Yates. 
lvan brings his unique style of straight- 
talking to this opinion-led drivetime talk 
show. 7.00 Off the Ball. Sports reports 
and discussion. 10.00 The Tom Dunne 
Show. 12.00 The Best of Newstalk. 








@ Subtitled Why We Need 
Weepies, tonight's edition 
of Free Thinking, BBC 
Radio 3, 10pm, hosted by 
Matthew Sweet, explores 
how film-makers and TV 
directors have used methods 
such as music, close-ups 
and cliffhangers to make 
audiences cry. Experts John 
Yorke, Bridget Minamore 

and Melanie Williams are 

on hand with their opinions. 


Classic Hits 4fm 

FM: 94; 104 MHz 

6.00am PJ and Jim. 10.00 Nikki Hayes. 
12.00 Niall Boylan. 2.00 Damian Farrelly. 
7.00 90s at Nite. 9.00 Niall Boylan at 
Night. 1.00 Non-stop Club Classics. 


BBC Radio 1 

FM: 97.6-99.8 MHz 

6.30am The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with 
Greg James. 10.00 Clara Amfo. 12.45 
Newsbeat. 1.00 Scott Mills. 4.00 Jordan 
North. 5.45 Newsbeat. 6.00 Jordan 
North. 7.00 Radio 1's Future Sounds with 
Annie Mac. A journey of musical discovery. 
9.00 Rickie, Melvin and Charlie. 11.00 
Radio 1's Indie Show with Jack Saunders. 
1.00 Benji B. 3.00 Radio 1's Drag Queen's 
Den. 3.30 Radio 1's Workout Mix. 4.00 
Early Breakfast with Adele Roberts. 


BBC Radio 2 

FM: 88-90.2 MHz 

6.30am The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show. 
9.30 Jo Whiley. 12.00 Vanessa Feltz. 2.00 
Steve Wright in the Afternoon. 5.00 Sara 
Cox. Music and chat. 7.00 Ricky Wilson. 
Sitting in for Jo Whiley. 9.00 The Folk 
Show with Mark Radcliffe. 10.00 Trevor 
Nelson's Rhythm Nation. 12.00 OJ Borg. 
3.00 Pick of the Pops. 5.00 Nicki 
Chapman. 


BBC Radio 3 

FM: 90.2-92.4 MHz 

6.30am Breakfast. 9.00 Essential 
Classics. 12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Berg. 1.00 News. 1.02 Radio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert. 2.00 Afternoon Concert. 3.30 
Choral Evensong. 4.30 New Generation 
Artists. 5.00 In Tune. 7.00 In Tune 
Mixtape. 7.30 Radio 3 in Concert. Sir 
Andrew Davis and the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra in Tippett’s evocation of a 
Senegalese Lake. 10.00 Free Thinking. 





10.45 The Essay: Behold the Man. 11.00 
Late Junction. 12.30 Through the Night. 


BBC Radio 4 

FM: 92.4-94.6 MHz, LW: 198 kHz. 

News on the hour 

6.00am Today. 9.00 New Ways of Seeing. 
9.30 The Curious Cases of Rutherford & 
Fry. 9.45 (FM) Book of the Week: Michael 
Tippett: The Biography. 9.45 (LW) Daily 
Service. 10.00 Woman's Hour. 10.55 The 
Listening Project. 11.00 My Names. 11.30 
Ability. 12.00 News. 12.04 Adrian Mole 
and the Weapons of Mass Destruction. 
12.18 You and Yours. 1.00 The World at 
One. 1.45 One to One. 2.00 The Archers. 
2.15 Drama: Death at the Airport: The Plot 
Against Kim Jong-nam. 3.00 Money Box 
Live. 3.30 In Their Element. 4.00 Thinking 
Allowed. 4.30 The Media Show. 5.00 PM. 
6.00 Six O’Clock News. 6.30 Fags, Mags 
and Bags. 7.00 The Archers. 7.15 Front 
Row. 7.45 The Citadel. 8.00 
FutureProofing. 8.45 Lent Talks. 9.00 
Costing the Earth. 9.30 New Ways of 
Seeing. 10.00 The World Tonight. 10.45 
Book at Bedtime: Adrian Mole and the 
Weapons of Mass Destruction. 11.00 Bunk 
Bed. 11.15 Kieran Hodgson's Earworms. 
11.30 The Untold. 12.00 News. 12.30 Book 
of the Week: Michael Tippett: The 
Biography. 1.00 As BBC World Service. 
5.30 News Briefing. 5.43 Prayer for the 
Day. 5.45 Farming Today. 5.58 Tweet of 
the Day. 


BBC Radio Ulster 

FM: 92.4-95.4 MHz, MW: 873, 1341 kHz. 
News on the hour 

6.30am Good Morning Ulster. 9.00 The 
Nolan Show. 10.30 Sean Coyle. 12.00 
Talkback. 1.30 Hugo Duncan. 3.00 
Stephen McCauley. 5.00 Evening Extra. 
6.30 The Arts Show. 7.00 Litreacha. 7.30 
Kintra. 8.00 Ralph McLean -—Local Voices. 
9.55 Wah Yan Jee Sing. 10.00 
Soundscapes with Stephen McCauley. 
11.00 The Late Show with Eve Blair. 11.45 
From Darkness to Dawn. 11.55 News. 
12.00 As Radio 5 Live. 


World Service 

Online. 

News on the hour 

6.00am Newsday. 8.30 Business Daily. 
8.50 Witness History. 9.00 The 
Documentary. 10.00 World Update. 11.00 
The Newsroom. 11.30 Money and Power: 
Money Clinic. 12.00 Outlook. 1.00 The 
Newsroom. 1.30 The Compass. 2.00 
Newshour. 3.00 HARDtalk. 3.30 World 
Business Report. 4.00 BBC OS. 6.00 
Outlook. 7.00 The Newsroom. 7.30 Sport 
Today. 8.00 HARDtalk. 8.30 Healthcheck. 
9.00 Newshour. 10.00 The Compass. 
10.30 Money and Power: Money Clinic. 
11.00 The Newsroom. 11.20 Sports News. 
11.30 World Business Report. 12.00 The 
Documentary. 1.00 Business Matters. 
2.00 The Newsroom. 2.30 Money and 
Power: Money Clinic. 3.00 Outlook. 4.00 
The Inquiry. 4.30 The Food Chain. 5.00 
The Newsroom. 5.30 Healthcheck. 
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ACROSS 


8 Inventive, artistic (8) 
9 Colouring stick (6) 


10 Set downin permanent form 


(6) 
11 Body-frame (8) 
12 Zodiac twins (6) 
13. Opposite or perverse (8) 
15 Dock, wharf (4) 
17 Risk bet ona cut of meat (7) 
19 Shuns (7) 


22 Piece of luggage anda court 


proceeding (4) 
24 Windowin the roof (8) 
27 They carry information 


between brain and body (6) 


29 Flood, swamp (8) 

30 Tellastory (6) 

31 Dive or fall headlong (6) 

32 Force measured in pascals 


(8) 
DOWN 


1 Air current (6) 

2 Battered old cars (8) 

3 The trachea (8) 

4 Revcase up for the late 
fashion designer (7) 

5 Surface for projection of 
pictures (6) 


6 Progress ofa working life (6) 


7 Manana to the Spanish (8) 











a 
a 





14 Mineral deposits (4) 

16 Itneeds to be scratched (4) 

18 Cause to start burning again 
(8) 

20 Guards to control entry (8) 

21 Benign, innocuous (8) 

23 Make an effort (7) 

25 Fabrics made from flax 
plants (6) 

26 Green, black or purple 
clusters (6) 

28 Registers for competition (6) 


Solution tomorrow 
























































For today’s Crosaire solution call 1550-111695 
For today's Simplex solution call 1550-111696 
Calls cost €0.97 per minute (inc VAT).Calls from mobile cost more. 


For Simplex and Crosaire solutions via text message, 
text 53307 with the crossword type, followed by the clue number and across or 
down (eg text: Simplex 1 across to 53307). 
Texts cost €0.60 per solution (inc. VAT). Standard charges apply. 
Service supplied by Phonovation, 8 Clarinda Park North, Dun Laoghaire (0818 217 100) 
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BENSON 


by Crossheir 





DEATHS 


BATH Dr. Ian (Monkstown, Co. Dublin 


and formerly Castleknock, Dublin 
15), April 13 2019, (unexpectedly) 
at home in his 91st year. Husband of 
the late Jean and father to Jacky and 
Caroline. He will be sadly missed by 
his daughters, son-in-law Trevor, 
granddaughters Orla, Grainne and 
Ciara, sisters-in-law Grace and 
Stana, nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends. Funeral 
Ceremony will take place on Friday 
(April 19) at 2pm in The Victorian 
Chapel, Mount Jerome 
Crematorium, Harolds Cross, D6éw, 
followed by cremation. Family 
flowers only please. Donations, if 
desired to RNLI. 


(Née Pedersen) 
(Knockloughlin, Longford — and 
formerly of Sandyford, Dublin) - 
April 15th, 2019, (peacefully), at St. 
Francis Hospice, Blanchardstown, 
Anne Marie, beloved wife of 
Geoffrey and dear mother of 
Jennifer, Lisa and Stephen. Sadly 
missed by her loving husband, 
daughters, son, grandchildren Conor, 
Bryn, Evan, Nathan and Stella, sons- 
in-law Danny and Noel, Stephen’s 
partner Kristina, brother Erik, 
nephew Jakob, her dear friend Nete, 
sisters-in-law Eleanor and Elizabeth, 
relatives and friends. A _ Civil 
Funeral Service will be held in The 
Victorian Chapel, Mount Jerome 
Crematorium, Harold’s Cross 
tomorrow (Thursday) afternoon 
(18th. April) at 4.00pm. Family 
flowers only, please. Donations if 
desired to St. Francis Hospice, 
Blanchardstown or St. Christopher’s 
Services, Longford. 


CANNING (née McCormack), Berna 


(Dundrum, Dublin and formerly of 
Castlebar and Westport, Co. Mayo). 
April 13, 2019 (peacefully), 
surrounded by her loving family in 
the kind and dedicated care of the 
staff of St. Vincent’s Hospital. R.LP. 
Beloved wife of Fergus and loving 
mother of Joseph and Gordon, sisters 
Teresa, nieces, nephews, relatives, 
friends and neighbours. Requiem 
Mass this (Wednesday) morning at 
10.00am in Church of the Ascension 
of the Lord, Ballaly. Burial 
afterwards in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 
Mountmellick, Co. Laois, arriving 
for approximately 12.45pm. 


WILL THEM WELL - The fight 


against cancer goes on and on and on. 
Please remember the Irish Cancer 
Society when writing your Will. Irish 
Cancer Society, 43/45 Northumber- 
land Rd., Dublin 4. Tel: (01) 231 0500. 





DEATHS 


CODY Richard (Dick) - April. 13, 


2019, (Balkill Road, Howth) 
(Suddenly), much loved brother of 
Pat, Noel and the late Ray. Sadly 
missed by his brothers, sisters-in-law 
Joan, Colette and Valarie, nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces, 
grandnephews and many old friends 
from his years with Clontarf, 
Suttonians and Lansdowne Rugby 
Clubs. Burial in St. Fintan's 
Cemetery, Sutton today (Wednesday) 
morning following 10 o'c. Mass in 
the Church of the Assumption, 
Howth. House Private. 
"May he rest in peace." 


COLE William John (Bill) (Dundrum) 


- April 13, 2019, (peacefully), at St. 
James's Hospital, aged 94 years; 
beloved husband of Elizabeth Ada, 
much loved father of William, 
Ronald, Adrian and Jennifer. Loved 
and remembered always by his 
family, sister Pat, brother Bruce, 
daughters-in-law, son-in-law, his 10 
grandchildren, 12 great- 
grandchildren, the extended family 
and a wide circle of friends. Funeral 
Service this (Wednesday) morning at 
11 am in’ Whitechurch Parish 
Church, Rathfarnham, afterwards to 
Mount Jerome Crematorium. Family 
flowers only, please. Donations if 
desired to The Alzheimer's Society 
of Ireland. 


DEERING (Bishopscourt, 
Bishopstown, Cork and late of 
Dublin) - April 16, 2019, 
(peacefully), surrounded by his 


loving family at St. Luke’s Home, 
Tom (late of Bank of Ireland, 
Dolphin R.EC and Lee Valley Golf 
Club), devoted husband of Kay (née 
Keogan) loving dad to Ciaran, 
Lorraine (Quinlan), Marita 
(Schlede), adored grandad of Harry, 
Ciara, Katie, Cillian and Louise, 
dear brother of Eamonn, Kevin, 
Marie and the late Seamus and 
David. Sadly missed by his loving 
wife and family, daughter-in-law 
Aurelie, sons-in-law Billy and 
Markus, sisters-in-law, brothers-in- 
law, nieces, nephews, relatives, and 
friends. Lying in repose at the 
Wilton Funeral Home, Sarsfield 
Road of Jerh. O’Connor Ltd; 
Removal at 7.00pm _ on _ this 
(Wednesday) evening to St. Joseph’s 
S.M.A Church, Wilton. Liturgy of 
the Word at 12 noon on tomorrow 
(Thursday). Funeral afterwards to St. 
James' Cemetery Chetwynd. 
" May he rest in peace" 
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DEATHS 


DWYER Mary (née Fahey) (Dun 


Laoghaire, Co. Dublin and formerly 
Tipperary) -April 15th, 2019 
(peacefully,) in the care of the 
wonderful staff at Belmont Nursing 
Home, surrounded by her loving 
family. Beloved mother of Mary 
(Cruess Callaghan), Billy, Ed, Rita, 
Madeleine and the late Cathy and 
adoring grandmother of Robert, 
Jessica, Gavin and Klaas. Sadly 
missed by all her family, sons-in-law 
Ceddy and Marko, nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends. Rest in Peace. 
Funeral Mass today (Wednesday) at 
10.00 am. in St. Patrick’s Church 
Monkstown, followed by burial at 
Deansgrange Cemetery. 


HERON Philomena (Phyl), (née 
Ardiff), (Templeogue) April 16, 
2019, peacefully in Tallaght 


Hospital, treasured wife of Tony, 
loving mother of Robert, James and 
Joseph, deeply regretted by her 
family, her daughters-in-law Ailbhe, 
Bairbre and Louise, grandchildren 
Jack, Tom, Molly, Daniel and 
Joshua, her sister Joan. May she 
Rest in Peace. Reposing in Massey 
Bros. Funeral Home, Templeogue 
Village this Wednesday evening 
from 6pm to 8pm. Removal 
tomorrow (Thursday) morning to St 
Pius X Church, College Drive, 
arriving for Service at 10.00am, 
followed by burial in Kilmashogue 


Cemetery. House private, family 
flowers only please. All further 
enquiries to Massey Bros. 


Templeogue, 01-4907601. 


KARAGIORGIS (née Payne) Diane 


(Associate Prof , Department of 
Sociology, UCD, late of Ashford, Co 
Wicklow) April 14, 2019 
(peacefully) in St. Vincent’s Private 
Hospital. Diane, beloved wife of 
Dimitris, loving mother of Sofia and 
Christopher. Sadly missed by her 
husband, children, her mother Marie, 
brothers Colin, Brendan and 
Andrew, mother in law Vasiliki, 
sisters in law Sandra, Michelle, 
Clarisse and Thenia, brother in law 
Kostas, nieces, extended family and 
friends. Reposing in Quinn’s of 
Glasthule today (Wednesday) from 
Spm to 7pm. Removal tomorrow 
(Thursday) to the Church of the 
Assumption, Dalkey arriving for 
llam Funeral Mass followed by 
burial in Shanganagh Cemetery. 
May she rest in peace 


LAFFORD Billy (Youghal, Co. Cork) 


April 13, 2019 peacefully at the 
Bons Secour Hospital Cork, much 
loved husband of Nuala and loving 
dad of Eileen, Tara, Peter and 
Sinead. Sadly missed by his loving 
family, grandchildren in Youghal 
and Clonmel, Mikey, Megan, 
Tommy, Fionn, Ethan, Ashleigh, 
Elin, Dylan, Casey, Osian and Iwan, 
sons-in-law Michael-John, Kieran 
and Meirion, relatives, neighbours 
and friends. R.I.P. Requiem Mass 
this (Wednesday) morning at 
11.00am in The Holy Family Church 
Youghal with Funeral afterwards to 
North Abbey Cemetery Youghal. 


MAUME (Blackrock, Co Dublin) - 


April 16, 2019 (peacefully), in the 
wonderful care of all the staff of the 
Glengara Park House Nursing 
Home, Pat (Patricia), beloved 
daughter of the late Richard and 
Frances. Sadly missed by her brother 
Richard, sister-in-law Kathleen, 
nieces, nephews,  grandnieces, 
grandnephews, great-grandnieces 
and great-grandnephew, her 
extended family and __ friends. 
Remembering also her late siblings 
Hester, Eddie, May, Harry and John. 
Reposing Friday (April 19th) in 
Quinn’s of Glasthule from 4pm to 
6pm. Removal Saturday to St. John 
the Baptist Church, Blackrock 
arriving for 10am Funeral Service 
followed by burial. 
May she rest in peace 


McCORMICK (née Treanor) (late of 


Belfast, Rostrevor and formerly 
Trevor Hill, Newry) April 14, 2109. 
Peacefully at Nazareth Lodge Care 
Home Belfast in the presence of her 
loving family. Anne, beloved wife of 
Peter, loving mum of Barbara and 
Conor and much loved nanny of 
Pearce, Ethan and Dean. Sister of 
Brian, Pat (Mooney), Breidge and 
Frank and the late Jim, John, Marie 
and Kate. R.I.P. Deeply regretted by 
her loving husband, son, daughter, 
grandchildren, sisters, _ brothers, 
nephew, nieces and family. Her 
removal from her sister Pat’s home 
The Lodge, Windsor Avenue, Newry 
today (Wednesday) at 12.15pm to St. 
Mary’s Church, Barr for 1.00pm 
requiem Mass. Burial afterwards in 
the adjoining cemetery. 


LET YOURS be a Willing Heart. 


Please remember us in your Will and 
help the fight against death and 
disability from heart disease and 
stroke. Irish Heart Foundation, 17-19 
Rathmines Road Lower, Dublin 6, 


McKAY 


McKERNAN 


DEATHS 


Mary (Nee Farry) 
(Castleknock, Dublin) - April 14, 
2019 (peacefully) after a sudden 
illness surrounded by her devoted 
family at Connolly Hospital 
Blanchardstown. Mary, beloved wife 
of John, wonderful mother of 
Patricia, Angela, Susan and the late 
infant Declan. Proud grandmother of 
Katie, Sarah, Jayne, Ashling, 
Julianne, Matthew, Alex, Patrick, 
Jonathan and Rebecca. Predeceased 
by her brother Patrick and sister 
Nuala. Sadly missed by her loving 
family, brothers Michael and Brian, 
sister Cathleen, sons-in-law Ken 
Nyhan, Gary Clarke and PJ 
O’Donnell. She will always be 
fondly remembered by her sisters-in- 
law, brother-in-law, nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends. Removal to the 
Church of Our Lady Mother of the 
Church, Castleknock this 
(Wednesday) morning arriving for 
Requiem Mass at 11.00 0’c followed 
by burial in Dangan Cemetery, 
Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

“Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis” 


(née King), Treasa 
(Kilmacud, Dublin) — April 13, 2019 
(suddenly). Beloved wife of the late 
Des and loving mother of Colm and 
Barry. Predeceased by her brothers 
Michael and Jack. She will be 
deeply missed by her family, brother 
Bernard, sisters-in-law | Maura, 
Catherine and Marie, daughter-in- 
law Saavik, grandson William, 
relatives and friends. Rest in Peace. 
Funeral Mass this (Wednesday) 
morning at 10 am in the Church of 
St. Laurence O’Toole, Kilmacud 
followed by burial at Shanganagh 
Cemetery. No _ flowers please. 
Donations in lieu to Aspire 
(Asperger Syndrome Association of 
Ireland). House private. 


MERRY Brian (Cabinteely, Dublin) - 


April 15th, 2019 (suddenly), beloved 
husband of the late Anne (Markey) 
and brother of the late Paul and 
Brendan, darling and _ treasured 
father of Catriona, Conor and 
Declan, loving grandfather to Iseult, 
Evie, Ben, Joe, Zack, Nina, Kate, 
Jonny and Regan. He will be sadly 
missed by his loving brother John, 
sisters and brother-in-law Kay, Mary, 
Jimmy and their families, son-in-law 
David, daughters-in-law Yvette and 
Tara, cousins, relatives and many 
friends. May he rest in peace. 
Requiem Mass today (Wednesday 
17th April) at 11 o’clock in St. 
Brigid’s Church, Cabinteely. Funeral 
thereafter to Deans Grange 
Cemetery. Family flowers only. 
Donations if desired to St Vincent 
de Paul. 


O'BRIEN Donal (Domhnall O Briain) 


(Beaumont, Dublin, Killorglin, Co. 
Kerry and late of Customs and 
Excise) — April 13, 2019, in his 97th 
year, in the loving care of St. 
Pappin’s Nursing Home, beloved 
husband of the late Camilla and 
much loved father of Deirdre, 
Fionnuala, Sinéad and _ Eimear; 
lovingly remembered and sadly 
missed by his daughters, sons-in-law 
Paddy, Sean and Pat, Eimear’s 
partner Patrick; grandchildren Aoife, 
Lorna, Eadaoin, Killian, Caoimhe, 
Lorcan, Malachy, Aine and Evan 
and Siofra and their father Shane; 
great-grandchildren Réaltin, Riona, 
Oisin, Fionn, Naoise and Rd6isin, 
brother Dermot (Fr. Basil), sister 
Lucinda, brothers-in-law, sisters-in- 
law, nieces, nephews, extended 
family, kind neighbours and_ his 
many friends. Requiem Mass this 
(Wednesday morning) at 10 o’c. in 
Church of the Nativity, Beaumont. 
Funeral thereafter to Fingal 
Cemetery. 

“Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal" 
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DEATHS 


O'BRIEN Sr. Agnes IBVM (formerly 


of Tallow, Co. Waterford ), late of 
Loreto Youghal, Abbey House 
Rathfarnham and Highfield), April 
15, 2019, in her 82nd year and in the 
64th year of her Religious life, in the 
loving care of her Loreto Sisters and 
the dedicated Staff in Highfield 
Healthcare. Much loved daughter of 
Ray and May (RIP) and sister of Sr. 
Margaret SSC, Elizabeth Kenny, 
Donal, Maurice (RIP), Anne O’ 
Connor (RIP), Robert (RIP), and Kit 
(RIP). Deeply regretted by her 
Loreto Sisters, Sr. Margaret, 
Elizabeth, Donal, nieces and 
nephews and their families and 
friends. Her remains are reposing in 
Abbey House, Loreto Terrace 
pending departure for 1.00pm 
Requiem Mass today (Wednesday) 
in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, The 
Strand, Youghal, followed by burial 
in North Abbey Cemetery, Youghal. 


O’BRIEN, (née Fitzgibbon), Carmel, 


Kilkee Road, Kilrush, Co. Clare, 
(peacefully), at home - April 16, 
2019, after a short illness, 
surrounded by her loving family. 
Sadly missed by her children; 
Felicity O’Kelly, Petrina Doherty, 
Carmel Schmid and Garrett O’Brien, 
their spouses and partner; Eugene, 
John and Sandra, her brother Noel, 
sisters; Felicity, Pauline, Dolores and 
Petrina, her grandchildren; Aoiffe, 
Eoghan, Aisling, Aibhne, Fiachra, 
Camilla, Elsa and Eireann, her 
brother-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and her dear 
friends. May she rest in peace. 
Reposing at  Cusack’s Funeral 
Chapel, Kilrush this (Wednesday) 
evening from 5 o’c with removal at 7 
oc. to St. Senan’s Church, Kilrush. 
Funeral Mass tomorrow (Thursday) 
at 11 o’c., followed by burial in All 
Saints Cemetery, Shanakyle. 


O'CONNOR (née Langton) 
(Craddockstown House Nursing 
Home, Naas, Co. Kildare and 


formerly of Mount Brilliant Road, 
Greenshill, Kilkenny), April 15, 
2019, peacefully, at Craddockstown 
House, Anastasia (Babs), beloved 
wife of the late Derek and cherished 
mother of Theresa, Miriam and 
Paddy, sadly missed by her loving 
family, sisters Chris (Grace) and 
Margaret (Hill), sons-in-law Michael 
and Maurice, grandchildren Derek, 
Madeline and Rebecca, nephews, 
nieces, extended family and friends. 
Rest In Peace. Funeral Mass today 
(Wednesday) at 10.30 o'clock in St. 
John's Church, Kilkenny followed by 
interment afterwards in St. Kieran's 
Cemetery, Kilkenny 


(née Byrne), 
Proinséas (Frankie) (An Caislean 
Nua, Gaillimh agus Dun Droma, 


Baile Atha Cliath trath) (140 
Aibrean 2019). Bean  chéile 
ghramhar Sheosaimh, nach 


maireann; (go suaimhneach) sa 
bhaile, tar ¢is tinnis fhada. Cuis 
mhor brdin a bas da_ clann, 
Aelmuire, Ronan, Maeliosa, Eimear, 
Eanna agus Ciaran, a garchlann, 
deirfiuracha Una, Carmel agus 
Sheila, neachtanna agus nianna, 
clann uilig, comharsan agus cairde 
go léir. Aifreann na Sochraide ag 
mean lae inniu (Dé Céadaoin) in 
Ard Eaglais na Gaillimhe. Cuirfear i 
ina dhiaidh sin i Reilig Rathun. 
Blathanna _teaghlaigh = = amhain. 
Sintits mas mian go dti Cumann 
Naomh Uinseann de Pol, Gaillimh. 

‘Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam dilis' 


(née Byrne), 
Proinséas (Frankie) (Moyola Park, 
Newcastle, Galway and formerly 
Dundrum, Dublin) April 14, 2019, 
(peacefully) at home after a long 
illness borne with great dignity; 
beloved wife of the late Seosamh 
and lovingly remembered by her 
daughters and sons, Aelmuire, 
Ronan, Maeliosa, Eimear, Eanna and 
Ciaran, son-in-law, daughters-in-law, 
grandchildren, sisters Una, Carmel 
and Sheila, nieces, nephews, 
extended family, neighbours and 
friends. Requiem Mass at 12.00 
noon today (Wednesday) at Galway 
Cathedral. Funeral after Mass to 
Rahoon Cemetery. Family flowers 
only. Donations, if desired to Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, Galway. 

‘Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam dilis' 


SMYTH, Carrigaline and formerly of 


Goatstown and Dundrum, Dublin - 
March 29, 2019, (peacefully), in the 
tender and loving care of the Staff of 
Maryborough Nursing Home, Una 
Elizabeth (née O'Neill), dearly 
beloved wife of the late Eugene 
Smyth and sister of the late Tony. 
Loving mother of Kate, Marney and 
Michael. Sadly missed by her loving 
family, sister Fionnuala, nephews, 
nieces, relatives and friends. Peace at 





FAMILY NOTICES 


DEATHS 


Ui RAGHALLAIGH Ui Raghallaigh, 
Laurie (Henderson roimh phdsadh 
di) 14 Aibreain 2019 (Rath Eanaigh, 
roimhe sin Baile an Bhuinneanaigh, 
Co. Chiarrai). Baintreach Shéamais, 
mathair Eidin, Maire, Aine, Ciara, 
Colm, Eilis, Una. A caoineadh go 
gear ag a paisti, a mic cleamhnais, a 
hinionacha cleamhnais, a garphaisti, 
a a deirfiuracha Betty, Mary agus 
Joan, a dearthair Jim, teaghlach sinte 
agus a cairde. A torraimh inniu (Dé 
Mairt) i dteach torraimh Frank 
Jennings, Bothar an Ghleanntain 
Ghlais, 6 3.30pm go 5.15pm. 
Tabharfar a corp go Séipéal N. Eoin 
Soiscéalai, Gort an tSionnaigh, Cill 
Bharr6g ag 5.30pm. Sochraid ag 
10am Dé Céadaoin, adhlacadh ina 
dhiaidh sin i reilg Fhine Gall. Nil 


aon gha le blathanna g.rm.a. 
Deontais, mas dual, ag clinic 
brollaigh Beaumont 


www.beaumontfundraising.ie. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis. 


Ui RAGHALLAIGH (née Henderson) 
April 14, 2019 (Raheny, Dublin 5, 
late of Ballybunion, Co Kerry) 
Laurie, beloved wife of the late 
Seamus, loving mother of Eidin, 
Maire, Aine, Ciara, Colm, Eilis and 
Una. Sadly missed by her children, 
sons-in-law, daughter-in-law, 
grandchildren, her sisters Betty, 
Mary and Joan, brother Jim, large 
extended family and friends. Funeral 
Mass today (Wednesday) at 10am in 
St John The Evangelist Church, 
Foxfield, Kilbarrack followed by 
burial in Fingal Cemetery. No 
flowers please. Donations, if desired 
to the Breast Clinic, Beaumont at 
www.beaumontfundraising.ie 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis. 


IN MEMORIAM 


BIRD Imelda (Mel) (Second 
Anniversary, April 17, 2017) - We 
remember Imelda’s love and 
kindness and all the good times we 
shared together. From her loving 
husband Jim and children Ruth, 
David and Hazel. 


CONWAY Claire, (Tenth Anniversary) 
- Remembered with much love today 
and every day by family and friends. 
Love, light and laughter always. 
Paul, Colm and Peter. 


CUTHBERT Fred (Eleventh 
Anniversary) - A special and much 
loved husband, father, grandfather 
and friend. Lovingly remembered 
and sadly missed by his wife Ann, 
daughter Lynda, son Gordon, 
son-in-law Colin, daughter-in-law 
Anne, grandchildren Lisa and Aoife 
and all his extended family and 
friends. 


GARAVAN Charles (Fourth 
Anniversary, April 17, 2015) - 
Lovingly remembered by Helen, 
Niav, Charles, Paul, Eddie and 
extended family. 


KENNEDY Florence ("Froggie") 
(Fifteenth Anniversary) — Lovingly 
remembered today and always - 
Elizabeth, Gerald, Jane, Margaret, 
Ann and all the family. 


LYNCH Leo (Eighth Anniversary) — 
In memory of a beloved husband, 
father, grandfather and _ great- 
grandfather. Sadly missed today and 
every day by Rita and family. 


McARDLE Peggy (Twenty-fourth 


Anniversary) _— Remembered 
always with love - Karina, Ciaran, 
Orlagh and Diarmuid. 


McARDLE Peggy (Twenty-fourth 
Anniversary) — In loving memory 
of dearest Peggy; loving wife, 
mother and very best friend. Always 
in my thoughts - Dermot. 


O’TOOLE Michael (Nineteenth 
Anniversary) Journalist, Author, 
adored husband and father. Sadly 
missed by his grieving wife, 
Maureen, daughter, Orla, sons 
Feargal and Justin and their families. 

Such a love as none can part 
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for one of the subjects (5,5) ea anteriores 2 < 8 4 3 2 Z 7 u g Z 8 2 2 3 play continue after 2, fxg3? uy ae r eae oe oe the 

24 It’s fairly harmless what’s in ait llvialslaiele STTia 2...Rxg3; 3, Rxg3, Rxg3; 4, ood defense is usually a made it clear West was inter 
the First Amendment (4) 6/3/7|8/9/5 Bc3, Qf4+ 5, Ke2, Rg2+6,Kdl, | cooperative effort, with both ested in obtaining a diamond 

, ; 7(2|511/9/314/6/8) |8/4/1/3/7/9/5/6|2 defenders making use of ruff. So East overtook the jack 

25 It’s not easy to bet against 6(3/4lel2'71911151 |si7lal4leloiii8l9 Qf3+ 7, Kel, Qfl+ 8, Bel, Qxel g MI. J 
what the bookmaker is alaiiisleiaioizial sialelslaisislay mate. every inference and scrap of with the queen and returned 
supporting (8) atalel3i7l9lsialil itlelslalai7lalole information they have at their a third diamond, and West 

26 Having the knowledge of 1/7/314151816 219] |3|9 4l6lsi1i71215 disposal. An excellent example | trumped with the nine to set 
edible bulbs (6) 5(9/816(1/217/3/4| |7/8/2/9/5/4/6/3/1 of two minds operating onthe | the contract. 

same wavelength is provided East-West’s excellent 

DOWN 6/3/8|5/1/9|7/2/4 by today’s deal. defense notwithstanding, 

: 3 2 Z < 3 : i ‘bbl West led the ace of clubs South should have made his 

1 Two Trim lads from Latin 9 ateli2isi3i718 Scri e Box against four hearts, and East contract anyway. He should 
American movement 315111918 17121416 signaled with the eight. Had have recognized the danger of 
(3-3) 8/7/21316/4111915 West blindly continued with a an opposing diamond ruff and 

2 Life peer loses pile that’s 51619171413181112 club, declarer would have had taken one simple step to pre- 
unoccupied (4) 7/1/4/2|5|8|9/6/3 no trouble scoring 11 tricks. vent it. Had he ducked West’s 

3 Seth cracking up in Italian 2/8/3/6|911/4/5/7 But West reasoned that king of diamonds at trick two, 
city looking after the old 5 - since East had supported it would have been impossible 
folks (4,4) FO ce ieee eee eae ee ee eRe clubs twice during the bidding, | for East to reach his partner’s 

4 Knocks backa mouthful of (eg EASY 1A) to 53307. €0.60 per text. South would surely ruff the hand later, and the contract 
drink in Italian city (4) Solution to Crosaire No 16,928 Network charges vary. SP Phonovation 0818217100 next club. It would then be a would have been secured. 
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A WHOLE NEW KIND 
OF RESTAURANT 
EXPERIENCE 


JOIN US 
APRIL 2019 


13 - 18 City Quay, Dublin 2 


The Partners and Staff 
of 


MERRY MULLEN 
Chartered Accountants 


Wish to express our 
deepest sympathy to 


DECLAN MERRY 
and The Merry family 


On the death of our dear friend 
and former 
Managing Partner 
BRIAN MERRY 


May he Rest in Peace 


As a Mark of Respect 
the offices will 
remain closed today 


Wednesday, April 17, 2019 


Lonely? Depressed? Suicidal? 


Would it help to talk to 
someone? 


SAMARITANS 


24 hour Confidential Line 


Free to call 116 123 
in the Republic 
and 
in Northern Ireland 


Telephone us any time 
day or night 
or 
e-mail to jo@samaritans.ie 





as one. 


food with purpose 





THE WILDER 


- Townhouse - 


APRIL/EASTER SALE 
NOW ON 
for selected dates in April. 
Discover the stunning new 
Townhouse that has everyone 
talking. Victorian elegance 
perfectly blended with modern 
style, right in the heart of 
fashionable Dublin 2. 
Just a 5 minutes stroll to 
Stephen's Green. 


22 Adelaide Rd, Dublin 2 
Tel 01 9696598 
www.thewilder.ie 


Anything But Ordinary 


MARIAN GALE is OPEN this 


GOOD FRIDAY /SAT 


THE IRISH TIMES 
Special Date Books 


Mark that special day with a 
personalised edition of 
The Irish Times recreated 
from our archives. 


Beautifully hand-bound and 
embossed, your Memorable 
Moments book makes an ideal 
anniversary or birthday gift. 


Go to irishtimes.com/ 
memorable 


or Tel. 01 2952173 


aa 
CLIFDEN STATION 
HOUSE HOTEL 


ConnerIiara 


atoll Apartments | sy o-) irc Shopping 


May Self Catering 
Special Offer 


Stay two Nights Get the third night free 
Only €90 per night, 3 Nights €180 
Available Sunday - Thursday Excluding Bank Hols 
Call 095 21699 to book 


Summer Family Breaks 


2,3 & 4 Night Packages 
Complimentary Kids Club 
Swimming Pool & Leisure Centre 
Close to Connemara National Park, 
Killary Fjord, Wild Atlantic Way Beaches 
and great attractions 





GB 












~ Self Catering 


sreaks 
2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments, Sleeps up to 6 people 
Available from 2 nights stays 
Includes access to all hotel facilities 
Kids Club Leisure Centre 


—— 


rk Ye ete 


“4 page 


Rr ec 





Miata OF SELECT HOTELS OF IRELAND 


oy, a 


% 


POWER YOUR HOME with SOLAR ELECTRICITY/HOT WATER 





PERSONAL 


STAY 
Ina 
CASTLE 
In 
CONNEMARA 


MAY MIDWEEK 
From Mon 6th 
2DBB €199 


Comp Tea & Fruit Scones 
Musical Evenings 
Open Fires 


Superior Room €35 Extra 
Rates Per Person Sharing 
+ 12.5% Service Charge 


ABBEYGLEN CASTLE 
HOTEL 

& WELLNESS CENTRE 

SKY ROAD, CLIFDEN 


www.abbeyglen.ie 


Call 1850 35 70 35 
NI 0845 3098178 


Original Irish Hotels 


THE LODGE 
at ASHFORD CASTLE 
April Special 
Courtyard deluxe room 
Full Irish breakfast 
Evening meal in 
Wilde's restaurant 
Complimentary 9 hole Golf 
course 
350 Acre Estate 


From €285.00 for 2 people 
094-954-5400 
reservations@thelodgeac.com 
QUOTE: IT42019 


YOU 
HAVE 
JUST 
PROVED 
ADVERTISING 
ON 
THIS 
PAGE 
WORKS 
JOIN THE CONVERSATION! 


mediasolutions 
@irishtimes.com 


5* Corfu Island Getaway 
Departs 18 May & 18 Sep 2019 
7-nights, from €1059pps 


Palaiokastritsa, 
Corfu Town & more 


To Book, 
Call (01) 808 5206 


www.irishtimes.com/ 
traveloffers 


Wimbledon 2019, Be There.... 
Hospitality at its Best 


Departs from 01 - 14 July 2019 
Overnight from €1,309pps 


Return flight, overnight in the 
4* Deluxe Royal Lancaster 
London Hotel with breakfast, 
London underground 
travelcard for the day you 
attend Wimbledon & 
reserved seat on 
Court No.1 / Centre Court 
with full hospitality 


Book, Call (01) 888 7840 
www.irishtimes.com/ 
traveloffers 


INVEST IN YOUR 
FUTURE, 


irishtimestraining.com 
(01) 472 7101 





PERSONAL PERSONAL 
Park House Hotel The Heritage Hotel & Spa 
Galway City Centre Killenard Co. Laois 
2BB& 1D Gourmet Breaks Just off Junction 15 of M7 
hae 50 min from Dublin 
pril 
Sun & Mon from €179 pps Midweek Special Offer 
Midweek from €189 pps Heritage Mini Escape 
May B&B with | selected 
Midweek from €249 pps 30 min treatment and 2 hours 
Colada \ cars Wwe of Spa Experience for 2 people 
includes BEB plus afternoon tea for two 
Afternoon ‘Treat All from just €180 for 2 people 
ee 057 864 5500 
Minimum 2 night stay www.theheritage.com 
April €115 pps per night Part of FBD Hotels & Resorts 
Offers subject to availability. | 
www.parkhousehotel.ie SHOP AT MARIAN GALE D4 
Tel. (091) 564924 THIS FRIDAY and SAT. 


EXCLUS: LUE. 





CHL 


www.rewardingtimes.ie 


REWARDING TIMES 


Check out RewardingTimes.ie 


for our exclusive offers from 


Sheen Falls Lodge, Co. Kerry 
Topftight 


Irish Times Subscribers Enjoy an Extra 


10% off 





SAVE €4!! 


The Clockmaker’s Daughter 
By Kate Morton 


Only €4.99 
When you buy The Irish Times 


A sweeping saga of murder and 
intrigue from the author of the 
bestselling 
‘The House at Riverton’. 


‘An ambitious, complex, 
compelling historical mystery 
with a fabulous cast of 
characters. This is Kate Morton 
at her very best’. 

Kristin Hannah, bestselling 
author of The Nightingale 


Offer available in ROI stores 
only, while stocks last. 


From Saturday, April 13, April 
to Friday, April 26. 


Marlfield House Hotel and 
The Duck Restaurant 


Spring and Easter Specials 
fr €139 pps for BB & Dinner 
in The Duck Restaurant. 
Book with your Blue Book 
Vouchers for best rates and 
room upgrades! 


Celebrate with friends, 
Afternoon Tea in opulent 
surroundings fr €26 


Call 053 9421124 
www.marlfieldhouse.com 


THE IRISH TIMES 
Student subscription 


Students, sign up for your 
FREE digital subscription 
today. 


A free digital subscription is 
available to all full-time third- 


EASON level students* in Ireland. 
Be inspired 
Sign up at 
THE IRISH TIMES irishtimes.com/studentsignup 
You are what you read 
*T's & C's apply. 
SEAFOOD RESTAURANT YOU BELONGIN A 
SANDYCOVE Seen 
Lunch special Discover yourself in 
Tues 16th to Sat 20th April The Little Museum of 
Wild Irish Black Sole a 
with Irish Langoustine 
& Herb Butter €24 www.littlemuseum.ie 
While stocks last 


Book online at 
www.cavistons.com 
Ph: 01-2809245 
E: restaurant@cavistons.com 


DEVIALET PHANTOM 
REACTOR 


World's smallest, 
most powerful 
Compact HI-FI. 


Now on demonstration - 
and available to buy 


Become a Friend of the 
National Concert Hall 
this April 


And receive two free tickets to 
selected concerts! 


Annual membership costs just 
€125 and entitles you to great 
benefits including concert 
discounts, priority booking, 
invitations to special events and 
exclusive access 
to courses and tours. 


- at last! Join today day by calling 
01 417000 
CLONEY AUDIO apie st 
50 + Years of Sound Advice. cee 
www.nch.ie 
55 Main St Blackrock. 
Ph 01-2888477 New Members Only 
www.cloneyaudio.com 
Looking to holiday in Ireland? THE IRISH TIMES 
HOME DELIVERY 
See what SERVICE 
MyHome.ie www.newsdelivery.ie 
have to offer or Ph:0818 464 465 








PERSONAL 


TRAVEL DEPARTMENT 


You'll Savour More... in 
Irresistible Italy from only 
€799. All breaks are fully 
guided and include flights, 
accommodation, transfers 
and excursions. 


Sorrento Coast, 
Pompeii & Capri 
from €799 


Classic Tuscany 
from €849 


Undiscovered Italy - 
Highlights of Puglia from €849 


Sicily & the Aeolian Islands 
from €999 


Includes: 
Return flights from Dublin 
Airport Transfers 
7 Nights Hotel Accommodation 
3 Guided Excursions 


T: 01 637 1641 
W: traveldepartment.ie 
Visit: Travel Store, Level 2, 
Arnotts 


Rewarding Times has teamed 
up with Sheen Falls Lodge 
to offer a luxurious two night 
stay at a Sheen Falls Lodge 
exclusive villa. 


Price: €1,900 


The Bay Villas each have 4 
en-suite bedrooms, kitchen, 
dining area & lounge. Package 
includes a welcome hamper on 
atrival, housekeeping every 
second day, complimentary 
access to the Health Club with 
use of the pool, steam room & 
sauna, 20% discount off pre- 
booked treatments & activities 
on the estate & a guest discount 
for full Irish Breakfast at the 
hotel at €15 per person. 
Complimentary parking/WiFi 
are available, rates are 
inclusive of utility bills. 


Available from Ist June to 
30th September inclusive 


Irish Times Subscribers 
Enjoy an Extra 10% Off 


For all terms of the offers visit 
www.rewardingtimes.ie 


SMART BOARD 


CORPORATE 
GOVERNANCE 
BOOTCAMP 


DUBLIN CITY CENTRE 


April 29 and 30, 2019 


Want to be more effective and 
decisive in your role 
as a board member? 


Get expert guidance from 
David W. Duffy FCA. 


IRISH TIMES TRAINING 
(01) 472 7101 


irishtimestraining.com 


THE IRISH TIMES 
Photo and Page Sales 


The perfect gift for any 
occasion, The Irish Times 
award-winning photography 
and framed true-to-print 
archived pages are available to 
purchase at - 


irishtimes.com/more 


or 
Ph: (01) 878 1058 


Achill Island 


38 2k ok 


ACHILL CLIFF HOUSE 
HOTEL 


Spring Mid - Week Breaks 
B&B From €60 


2 B&B and 1 D only €125pps 
3 B&B and 2 D only €175 pps 


Call today 09843400 
www.achillcliff.com 


Printed by The Irish Times in Citywest, 
and published in Ireland by 
The Irish Times DAC, 

24-28 Tara Street, Dublin 2. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019 
The Irish Times telephone numbers: 
Main-switch line — Tel: (01) 6758000 
Advertising Tel: (01) 6758585 
9.00-5.15 Monday-Friday. 
Advertising Fax Numbers: 

(01) 67580 02/03/04 
Editorial: (01) 6758035 


HOTEL WESTPORT & WESTPORT HOUSE 


SUNDAY SPECIAL - 2 For 1 
28" April, 1 Nights B&B 


ONLY €70 in Total for Two 
Beautiful walks around 400 acre estate 


BOOK NOW Call 098 25122 


or e-mail: reservations@hotelwestport.ie 


k=» www.hotelwestport.ie 
af —_—ihe 














T&Cs Apply iH 5 : ih ba. 
sitiida.iam cligtbie Westport House 
_ Sligo Park Hotel Peter McVerry Trust 
Enjoy the Wild Atlantic Way Challenge Events 2019 

Trek Camino 2019 


Mini Over 50's Break 
3DBB From €180pps 


Sarria to Santiago 
August 31st to September 7th 
Long Walk Home Series 
St. Declan's Way 
Saturday 4th and 5th May 2019 
The Barrow Way 
Sunday 26th May 2019 
To find out more, call 
+353 (0) 1 823 0776 or visit 
www.pmvtrust.ie 


April/May Midweek Escape 
2BB 1D From €125pps 


Seaside Walks, Aqua Aerobics, 
Card & Board Games 


T: 071 9190400 
E: sligo@leehotels.com 
W: www.sligopark.com 


THE IRISH TIMES 
EXECUTIVE JOBS 


Faithlegg Looking for Leaders? 
Co. Waterford Want to become one? 
Over 50's View Ireland's leading jobs 
Midweek Offer The Irish Tine 
2 nights B&B + 2 evening Executive Jobs 
meals from €170pps 
Complimentary upgrade Register today 
to Garden View room, to apply for the 
Complimentary finest executive and 
Daily Newspaper, senior roles in all sectors, 
Complimentary entry to Including 
Lafcadio Hearn Japanese ¢ Finance 
Gardens OR Waterford * Banking 
Crystal Factory Tour. * Marketing 
Waterford City shopping ° Sales 
discount vouchers, Daily golf ° Not for Profit 


clinics, Aqua Aerobics & 
Discount off beauty 
treatments & golf. 


* Technology 
Tel 01 6758753 


T&C's apply Register today 
Tel 051 382000 to find your next 
www.faithlegg.com executive job 


FBD Hotels & Resorts. http://execjobs.irishtimes.com/ 





e 
MOU utter ALCON 


ESTATE 


Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland 


Easter Break 
from €120 


(per night, per person sharing) 


To include: 
* Full Irish breakfast 
* Dinner for two in award winning 


‘The Kitchen Restaurant’ with a 
celebratory glass of wine 


* Complimentary Late Check out 
for that eggstra relaxation 


Irish Hotel Awards 2019 
- Country House Hotel of the Year 
- Hotel Restaurant of The Year 


Good Eating Guide Award 2019 
- Best Restaurant in Connaught 


The Luxury Travel Guide 2019 
- Luxury Country Estate of the Year Europe 


To book your room call 096-74472 
www.mountfalcon.com 


WWW.ENERGLAZE.IE 
TEL: (01) 9011635 
NATIONWIDE SERVICE 





ENERGLAZE 





Weather ae 


Weatherdial - official weather by phone from Met Eireann. Updated 3 times per day. 


Call 1550 123 plus 813 for Munster, 814 for Leinster, 815 for Connacht, 816 for Ulster, 817 for Dublin, 836 for Sea Area. 


Calls cost €0.97 per min inc. VAT from Eircom. Calls from other networks & mobiles may cost more, Helpline: ATS 0818 200 150 National call 





Today 


MODERATE 





(39-45F). 


Ulster: It will be a dry day with plenty of cloud, 
especially during the morning. It will be dry in the 
afternoon with increasingly amounts of sunshine. 
Clear spells by evening. Gentle south-easterly 
winds. High 11-14C (52-57F). Tonight, dry with few 
clouds. Low 6-9C (43-48F). 

Connacht: Dry with bright or sunny periods, 
especially during the course of the afternoon. Warm 
with just a gentle south-easterly breeze. High 
14-17C (57-63F). Tonight, dry and clear. Low 4-7C 


Munster: A windy day. It will be dry but mainly 
cloudy, although a few sunnier intervals are quite 


Five-day outlook 
Tomorrow’ Friday 


Saturday 


Sunday Monday 





possible. Fresh easterly winds. High 11-14C (52- 
57F). Tonight, dry and clear. Low 6-9C (43-48F). 
Leinster: It is going to be dry with bright or sunny 
periods, especially in the afternoon. Warm with just 
a gentle easterly breeze. High 14-17C (57-63F). 
Tonight, clear spells. Low 5-8C (41-46F). 

Dublin: It will be dry and bright with patchy 

cloud and sunny spells. It will be fine and dry in the 
evening. Gentle easterly winds. High 11-14C (52- 
57F). Tonight, clear spells. Low 5-8C (41-46F). 





e 
Marine forecast 
East: Winds: East at 19-22kph. Variable cloud. Dry. 
Mostly good visibility. Waves: 0.4-0.8m. 
North: Winds: South-east at 27-30kph. Dry. Sunny 
spells. Mostly good visibility. Waves: 0.8-1.5m. 


South: Winds: East at 44-48kph. Variable cloud. 
Dry. Mostly good visibility. Waves: 1.5-2.5m. 
West: Winds: East at 44-48kph. Dry. Sunny 
intervals. Mostly good visibility. Waves: 1.5-2.5m. 


- 16/61 20/68 20/68 . 5/59 _ ~ 1/52 
19/66. i 22/72 f ace sep ' 11/52 ' a 
cH cu cK “ 

4,4,4 

Tides and sun Tralee 03:44 43 16:08 44 

Waterford Bridge 05:19 4.5 17:48 4.5 
High tides Ist ht. 2nd ht. Youghal 04:34 3.7 17:00 3.7 
Dublin 10:52 4.0 23:24 3.9 Galway 04:19 4.9 16:47 51 
Arklow 08:08 1.3 20:32 1.3 Killybegs 05:02 3.9 17:30 4.1 
Warrenpoint 10:31 4.9 23:05 4.8 Limerick Docks 05:53 5.8 18:27 6.0 
Drogheda 10:38 4.9 23:13 4.9  Rathmullan 05:37 4.1 18:03 4.2 
Dundalk 10:46 5.1 23:17 5.0 — Sligo 05:06 3.9 17:33 4.1 
Dun Laoghaire 10:49 3.9 23:22 3.9  Inishgort (Clew Bay) 04:57 4.3 17:25 4.4 
Greystones 10:44 3.5 23:16 3.4 Belfast 10:17 3.5 22:53 3.3 
Howth 10:45 4.0 23:17 3.9 Annalong 10:50 4.7 23:27 4.5 
Balbriggan 10:33 4.3 23:04 4.2  Kilkeel 10:50 4.7 23:27 4.5 
Wexford 06:00 1.9 18:31 17 Larne 10:01 29 22:43 2.7 
Wicklow 10:33 2.6 23:05 26 Derry 07:43 2.6 20:20 2.7 
Cobh 04:32 3.9 16:59 3.9 Killala Bay 05:01 3.6 17:28 3.8 
Bantry 03:51 3.2 16:17 3.2 Portrush 05:59 2.1 18:25 19 
Cahirciveen 03:40 3.4 16:11 3.5 Moville 06:09 2.2 18:40 21 
Castletownbere 03:58 3.2 16:25 3.3 
Dingle 03:28 3.8 15:53 3.8 Sun 
Dungarvan 04:37 3.9 17:04 3.9 Rises: 06.21 Sets: 20.28 
Kinsale 04:16 3.7 16:42 3.7 Moon 
Schull 03:58 3.0 16:23 3.0 Rises: 17.46 Sets: 06.07 


Europe and the Mediterranean forecast 





@} MeteoGroup 















































































































































Hong Kong 23 73 Drizzle 

Innsbruck 19 66 Fair 

Istanbul 14° 57 Fair 

Jersey 13 55 Rain 

Lanzarote 22. 72 Sunny 

Las Palmas 22. 72 Sunny 

Lisbon 20 68 Fair 

London 16 61 Showers 

Los Angeles 19 66 Drizzle 

Madrid 23 73 Sunny 

Majorca 20 68 Fair 

Malaga 17 63 Sunny 

Malta 18 64 Sunny 

Mexico City 29 84 Sunny 

Miami 28 82 Sunny 

Moscow 14. 57 Sunny 

Naples 20 68 Sunny 

New Delhi 31 88 Thunder 

New York 18 64 Sunny 

—— Nice 18 64 Fair 

- Oslo ll 52 Fair 
Yesterday's weather 24 hours to 7pm yesterday _— Paris 1355 Rain 
Warmest: 17C Belmullet, Co Mayo Wettest: 12.0mm Killowen, Co Down pregue i ar Sunny 
Coldest: 5C Altnahinch, Co Antrim Sunniest: 9.6 hours Mace Head, Co Galway San Francisco 1763 Fair 
Amsterdam 17 63 Sunny Copenhagen ll 52 Sunny Seoul 23. 73 Sunny 
Athens 18 64 Sunny Corfu 21 70 Sunny Shannon 16 61 Fair 
Auckland 21 70 Sunny Cork 12. 54 Cloudy Stockholm 12.54 Sunny 
Barcelona 18 64 Fair Crete 16 61 Cloudy Sydney 24 715 Sunny 
Beijing 26 79 Fair Dubai 30 «686 Sunny Tenerife 22. 72 Sunny 
Berlin 16 61 Sunny Dublin Airport 10.50 - Tokyo 21 70 Sunny 
Bordeaux 20 68 Fair Edinburgh 12. 54 — Showers Toronto 10 50 Cloudy 
Brussels 18 64 Fair Faro 18 64 Sunny Tunis 24 75 Sunny 
Budapest 18 64 Sunny Florence 22. 2 Fair Valencia 20 68 Fair 
Cairo 28 82 Fair Frankfurt 19 66 Sunny Vienna 16 61 Sunny 
Cape Town 20. 68 Fair Geneva 19 66 Sunny Warsaw 12. 54 Rain 
Chicago 23 «73 Cloudy Helsinki 15 59 Sunny Washington 21 70 Cloudy 
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Extra 50,000 jobs to be created this year 


Government's latest economic growth 
projections lower than previously forecast 


State expects to run modest budget 
surplus of 0.2% of gross domestic product 


EOIN BURKE-KENNEDY 


Minister for Finance Paschal 
Donohoe says he expects an ad- 
ditional 50,000 jobs to be creat- 
ed in the Irish economy this 
year, driving employment to a 
newrecord level. 

Publishing the Govern- 
ment’s latest Stability Pro- 
gramme Update, Mr Donohoe 
said the labour market was con- 
tinuing to perform strongly, 
and was now close to full em- 
ployment. “The level of employ- 


ment is well past its pre-crisis 
peak and growth of 2.2 and 2.1 
per cent is forecast for this year 
and next [50,000 and 48,000 
jobs respectively],” he said. 

Nonetheless, the Depart- 
ment of Finance downgraded 
its growth forecasts for this 
year and next to 3.9 per cent 
and 3.3 per cent to reflect what 
it described as “ a deterioration 
in key export markets”. 

The department’s latest pro- 
jections are slightly lower than 
its autumn forecasts. “Since the 


publication of the Department 
of Finance’s autumn forecasts 
on budget day, the external en- 
vironment has become more 
challenging,” the department 
said. “From an Irish perspec- 
tive the pace of growth has 
slowed in key export markets, 
with a loss of momentum par- 
ticularly evident in both the 
euro area and the UK.” 


Highlighted slowdown 

The department also highlight- 
ed a slowdown in some domes- 
tic indicators. Despite the slow- 
down it still expects to run a 
modest budget surplus of 0.2 
per cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) in 2019 on foot of 
larger-than-expected corpora- 
tion tax receipts in the final 
quarter of last year. The Gov- 
ernment ran a budget surplus 
last year for the first time in 
more than a decade thanks in 
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The level of 
employment 
is well past its 
pre-crisis peak and 
growth of 2.2% and 
2.1% is forecast for 
this year and next 





the main to record business tax 
receipts. Mr Donohoe said the 
new figures reflected “a more 
mature rate of growth”. 

“We have an economy that is 
growing at a strong pace but 
this is a pace of growth that is 
very different to the rate of 
growth our economy experi- 
enced in the immediate period 
after the crash,” Mr Donohoe 
said. 

“And the reason for that is 
across that period we sawa very 
large amount of unused capaci- 
ty in our economy which began 
to be quickly used. That is tech- 
nical code for more people go- 
ing back to work, for more 
homes being built, for infra- 
structure that was already avail- 
able being used in a more in- 
tense way. 

“What we are now seeing is 
our economy grow at a rate 
that, if and when we sustain 


that over time, has the ability to 
continue to make a really signifi- 
cant difference to the living 
standards of our citizens, and in 
turn provide the resources to 
continue to make progress on 
the need to invest in homes and 
in the future of our country.” 

On Brexit, he said Ireland 
could not afford to be “compla- 
cent” about the outcome after 
the UK was given an extension 
last week. 


Fiscal defences 
“It is absolutely vital that we 
continue to build up our fiscal 
defences so that we can contin- 
ue to support the economy and 
provide for society, if, and 
when, these risks materialise.” 
The Stability Programme Up- 
date reflects the Government’s 
obligation at an EU level to set 
out its fiscal and economic pro- 
jections for the rest of the year. 





Deal with Irish data analytics company 
will allow airline to target customers 


JACK HORGAN-JONES 


Irish data analytics company 
Boxever has signed a “signifi- 
cant” five-year contract with Ry- 
anair, thought to be worth a 
multimillion figure to the tech- 
nology company. 

It marks the latest major air- 
line to sign up with Boxever, 
which makes a technology that 
allows its users target custom- 
ers with offers more effectively. 
It already counts Aer Lingus, 
Emirates, Flybe and Jetstar 


among its customers. “It’s one 
of our most significant custom- 
ers in terms of deal size and size 
of airline,” Boxever chief execu- 
tive officer Dave O’Flanagan 
told The Irish Times. 

The company’s growth to 
date has predominantly been 
driven by the airline sector, but 
earlier this month it announced 
that it has signed a deal with 
AIB, and it is pursuing other cli- 
ents in financial services as 
well.Ryanair chief technology 
officer John Hurley said that 


the firm’s technology would 
play a part in the airline’s ambi- 
tion to become “the Amazon of 
travel”, bundling ancillary ser- 
vices like hotels and car hire 
with its flights, as well as offer- 
ing different paid-for extras 
suchas priority boarding or oth- 
er benefits for business travel- 
lers. 


Offersand sales 

Using Boxever, he said, would 
help shift perceptions about Ry- 
anair constantly bombarding 
their customers with offers and 
sales by targeting deals more ef- 
fectively. “The vision here is to 
stop that happening. It’s more 
targeted, it’s more intelligent, 
it’s the right product at the 
right place at the right time, 


rather than everybody gets the 
exact same request,” he said. 

“The customer receives the 
things they want, and are more 
likely to buy because the things 
that are presented to them are 
of more interest to them,” said 
Mr O’Flanagan. 

Data analytics and artificial 
intelligence companies are be- 
coming increasingly valuable 
as large corporates look to use 
the platforms to gather insights 
into their customers in a bid to 
chase bigger profits. Dynamic 
Yield, a competitor of Boxev- 
er’s which specialises in ma- 
chine learning, was sold to Mc- 
Donald’s last month for about 
$300 million (€266 million). 

“We have a huge ambition 
for the business to be a signifi- 


European healthcare provider Affidea 
invests €1.5m in north Dublin clinic 


PETERHAMILTON 


Europe’s largest medical servic- 
es provider has invested €1.5 
million in a north Dublin Ex- 
pressCare clinic that will be cov- 
ered by insurance providers in- 
cluding Laya Healthcare and 
Irish Life Health. 

Affidea’s new facility at 
Northwood in Santry will open 
to the public in the coming 
week to treat minor injuries 
and illnesses that don’t require 
a hospital visit. 

Such injuries include frac- 
tures and sprains, lacerations 
requiring stitches, sports and 
DIY injuries, minor burns and 
scalds, eye and ear injuries and 
infections or rashes. 

Affidea’s investment brings 
to three the number of Express- 
Care clinics in the Republic 


pen’ , 
o bi 


66 faciityin 


Santry will open to 
the public in the 
coming week 


alongside its Tallaght clinic and 
its facility at the Elysian in 
Cork. 

“Our ExpressCare clinics are 
designed to benefit the Irish 
healthcare sector by relieving 
the burden placed on Irish hos- 
pitals by large numbers present- 


ing unnecessarily in hospital 
A&E departments across the 
country,” said Barry Downes, 
chief executive of Affidea Ire- 
land. 

Alongside its ExpressCare 
brand, Affidea operates 10 diag- 
nostic centres and two man- 
aged hospital services that pro- 
vide MRI, CT and X-Rayscan fa- 
cilities. The average age of the 
company’s MRI equipment is 
less than three years. 


Members 

Having entered the Irish mar- 
ket in 2007, Affidea serviced 
200,000 people in the Repub- 
lic last year. The company is 
part of the European Affidea 
group which has 246 diagnostic 
imaging, outpatient and can- 
cer-care centres in 16 coun- 
tries. The opening will be a 


boost for Irish Life Health and 
Laya Healthcare members in 
north Dublin given VHI’s deci- 
sion in 2017 to restrict its Swift- 
Care clinics to its own mem- 
bers. 

While VHI members can ac- 
cess Affidea’s clinics, they can- 
not avail of direct settlement 
like Laya and Irish Life mem- 
bers. Instead VHI customers 
can pay and claim back through 
their insurer. 

The company’s expansion in 
the area—ata facility where it al- 
ready offered diagnostic servic- 
es — will create 10 new positions 
for doctors, nurses and health- 
care assistants. 

All patients over the age of 
one will be treated at the North- 
wood facility, which will open 
from 10am to 10pm, 365 days a 
year. 





cant Irish business growing 
globally,” Mr O’Flanagan said, 
dismissing the idea that recent 
contract wins would tempt the 
current owners into looking at 
a sale of the company. “We’re 
in the market to grow the busi- 
ness right now. 

“Ts there any opportunity to 
sell? Absolutely. Is there a de- 
sire to sell? No,” he said. 


Data security 

Data analytics companies are 
also facing increasingly oner- 
ous demands and expectations 
on data security from both regu- 
lators and customers. Boxever 
uses only anonymised data on 
those using its customers servic- 
es, but Mr O’Flanagan says that 
data security will be of para- 


m Ryanair’s John Hurley (Left) 
and Boxever chief executive 
Dave O’Flanagan announcing 
their new deal in Dublin. 
PHOTOGRAPH: TOM HONAN 


mount importance for the in- 
dustry in the future. “It’s about 
trust and transparency. If 
you're really clear about what 
data you have about your cus- 
tomer, why you’re using it and 
how long you’re going to keep 
it, I think that engenders trust 
between the consumer and the 
organisation,” he said. 

The proliferation and stor- 
age of vast amounts of consum- 
er data has also raised security 
issues for companies like Ry- 
anair, Mr Hurley said. 


Kingspan bids €700m 
for part of Belgian rival 


BARRY O’HALLORAN 


Insulation specialist Kingspan 
is offering to pay €700 million 
for parts of Belgian group Rec- 
ticel, in what would be the Irish 
company’s biggest acquisition. 
Kingspan confirmed on 
Tuesday that it has bid €700 
million for Recticel’s insula- 
tion and flexible foam manu- 
facturing businesses. The fig- 
ure is thought to be the highest 
that Cavan-based Kingspan 
has offered for any rival. 
However, the Irish compa- 
ny will sell Recticel’s foam busi- 
ness immediately if it succeeds 
in buying both of the Belgian 
group’s units. Kingspan said 
that it has already agreed an ex- 
clusive deal with a unnamed 
third party, which would buy 
the division. Recticel’s insula- 
tion operation is the smaller of 
the two, with sales of €270 mil- 


lion last year against the €626 
million earned by the foam op- 
eration. However, the insula- 
tion business is more profita- 
ble, generating a surplus of 
€44.7 million last year com- 
pared with its fellow division’s 
€41.5 million. 


Regulators’ approval 
Kingspan cautioned that the 
bid was subject to the Recticel 
board’s agreement, complet- 
ing due diligence and competi- 
tion regulators’ approval. 

The Belgian player con- 
firmed the offer on Tuesday. 
“Recticel’s board will analyse 
the proposal in line with its fi- 
duciary duty and update the 
market,” the company said. 

Its statement also noted that 
Kingspan had not provided it 
with any details of the deal to 
sell on the foam business, in- 
cluding the buyer’s identity. 
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Bogus employment 
contracts bad for 
lower paid and State 


here’s a worker who 

cleans offices Monday 

to Friday. But even 

though he works 
regular hours, all his gigs are 
set up for him and he’s paid 
the minimum wage each 
week. The company he works 
for has hired him on a self-em- 
ployed basis, which means 
that if he’s sick, he won’t get 
paid. And next week, he might 
have nowork atall. 

Or how about the content 
moderator, hired to view 
graphic images on websites 
and make decisions on 
whether they should be left up 
or taken down. The stress of 
the job can get to her but as 
she’s not an employee, she'll 
find it difficult to get stress-re- 
lated paid leave, or make a 
personal injury claim. 

Despite not having any 
other clients, she doesn’t 
actually work for the internet 
giant —- she works for herself. 

Hiring contractors and 
availing of the services of 
self-employed people is a 
perfectly legitimate strategy 
for employers and employees 
alike. For companies, it allows 
them to scale up and scale 
down as business needs 
determine; for employees, it 
can mean a way to work 
independently, with greater 
flexibility, and sometimes at 
higher rates of paythana 
full-time job would offer. 

But it’s not always as simple 
as that, and there have been 
growing concerns that 
employers are increasingly 
availing of the services of 
workers ona self-employed 
basis to avoid the benefits that 
go with being an employee - 
pension contributions, sick 
pay, protection under the law 
for unfair dismissal, to name 
but afew. And employer’s 
PRSI, levied at arate of 10.9 
per cent on an employee’s 
salary. This is important in 
terms of accessing State 
benefits. 

So-called bogus self-em- 
ployment is where workers 
fulfil many of the criteria 
typically associated with 
employees, but don’t actually 
get any of the benefits— and 
the exchequer misses out on 
tax revenues. 

Umbrella trade union 
group ICTU, for example, has 
estimated that this is costing 
the exchequer some €240 
million per year in the con- 
struction sector alone 
through lost employer PRSI. 

How do we knowit’s bogus? 
Revenue has a code of prac- 
tice on what constitutes an 
employee. If your work is 
under the control of someone 
else, if you receive a fixed 
hourly, weekly or monthly 
wage, if you cannot subcon- 
tract your work, if you work 
set hours; and if you work for 
one person or one business, 
then you should be considered 
to be an employee. But this 
code is not statutory, which 
has left alacuna into which 
employers have leapt. 


Endemic problem 

While Minister for Employ- 
ment Affairs and Social 
Protection Regina Doherty 
told the Dail earlier this 
month that she does “not 
know the size of the problem”, 
solicitor Richard Grogan, a 
strong opponent of bogus 
self-employment, argues that 
itis “endemic”, particularly 
across sectors like construc- 
tion, cleaning, IT, modelling 
and the gig economy. 

“What you’ve created is a 
hire-and-fire situation for the 
lower-paid. In my viewit is 
abhorrent,” he says, adding, 
“it is completely undermining 
the rights of workers”. 

Some would argue that the 
rise in self employed and 
contractors is part of how we 





work now and is here to stay. 
A pragmatic approach might 
be to create a new type of 
worker, or a sort of “depend- 
ent contractor”, who doesn’t 
have the same rights as an 
employee, but has more than 
someone whois self-em- 
ployed. For its part, the 
department has been strong 
on rhetoric and its contempt 
of the practice but weak on 
action, until now at least. 


Number of steps 
More recently, Doherty has 
come forward with a number 
of steps, including putting the 
aforementioned code of 
practice on astatutory 
footing. She is also consider- 
ing giving the Workplace 
Relations Commission 
additional powers for workers 
who seek a determination on 
their employment status, and 
introducing legislation for 
determinations to be made on 
the employment status of 
groups or classes of workers, 
rather than just on individu- 
als. But all of these are slow, 
steady steps, which will 
depend on effective investiga- 
tions and leaves workers like 
our aforementioned cleaner 
still missing out on benefits. 
Grogan thinks an easier 
solution would be to require 
all workers, earning up to 1.5 





Employers are 
increasingly 
availing of the 
services of workers 
ona self-employed 
basis 


times the minimum wage, to 
be hired on an employed 
basis, arguing that he doesn’t 
think the department is 
serious enough about dealing 
with the issue. It’s not just the 
Government that is trying to 
curb work practices that 
might impinge on a worker’s 
rights. Employees too, are 
starting to take a stand on 
behalf of their fellow contrac- 
tors. 

Globally, it has been 
suggested that 50 per cent of 
Google’s entire workforce are 
contractors, known as 
“temporary, vendor contrac- 
tors” (TVCs). If this was to be 
the case in the Republic (and 
we did ask, but the company 
wouldn’t give us a figure) then 
the internet giant has more 
than 3,000 people working 
for itona contractor basis 
here. It’s a situation that 
employed workers at the 
internet giant are not neces- 
sarily happy about. Last year, 
some 20,000 Google staff 
around the world walked off 
in protest against a number of 
issues, including treatment of 
this TVC cohort. 

The company responded by 
upping the benefits for TVCs 
in the US and it’s understood 
to be now considering similar 
improvements elsewhere in 
the world. But it won’t offer 
these to the contractors itself 
— because that, presumably, 
would be akin to employing 
them. Rather, it has requested 
that the agencies hiring the 
contractors provide these 
benefits instead. 

Companies are out in front 
setting the pace in the new 
labour market and the 
Governmentis struggling to 
play catch up. 


New rules to improve 
protections for 
workers: page 3 
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Strong rise in Republic’s trade with UK 


Increase in exports of mineral fuels, 
lubricants and related materials 


CSO figures show exports to Britain 
accounted for 10% of total exports 


EOIN BURKE-KENNEDY 


Irish exports to Britain jumped 
16 per cent in February despite 
the uncertainty surrounding 
Brexit, the latest trade statistics 
reveal. 

According to the Central Sta- 
tistics Office (CSO), goods ex- 
ports to Britain, the Republic’s 


Moy Park 
workers 
in North 
may strike 
FRANCESS McDONNELL 


Pilgrim’s Pride, the owner of 
Moy Park, looks set for its 
first showdown with unions 
in Northern Ireland after a 
ballot was called for all-out 
strike action involving more 
than 3,000 workers. 

The trade union Unite con- 
firmed it plans to ballot mem- 
bers at various Moy Park 
sites in the North over what it 
described as “unreasonable 
management demands in on- 
going pay negotiations”. 


‘Negotiated agreement’ 

In a statement, Moy Park 
said it was aware of the un- 
ion’s move and that it intends 
“to engage with the union 
and work towards a negotiat- 
ed agreement”. 

Pilgrim’s Pride, which em- 
ploys more than 51,000 peo- 
ple and operates chicken pro- 
cessing plants and pre- 
pared-foods facilities 
throughout Europe, the US, 
Puerto Rico and Mexico, ac- 
quired Moy Park for $1.3 bil- 
lion in 2017. 

Earlier this month Moy 
Park confirmed it plans to 
“temporarily” close a key pro- 
duction line at one of its big- 
gest plants in the North. 

The company said it plans 
to “temporarily” stop pro- 
cessing live birds at its Bally- 
mena plant because of what 
it has described as “challeng- 
ing market conditions”. 

Unite has claimed the deci- 
sion by the North’s largest pri- 
vate sector employer could 
put 400 jobs at risk in Bally- 
mena. 

Unite regional officer 
Sean McKeever said the bal- 
lot for strike action in Moy 
Park will take place in the 
coming weeks. 


Ma says workers 
should do 12-hour 
days, six days a week 


LILY KUO 
in Beijing 


Chinese tech employees are 
pushing back against the in- 
dustry’s notoriously long 
hours, known as the “996” 
schedule of working from 
9am-9pm, six days a week. 
Over the past few weeks, a 
project that began in part asa 
joke among tired Chinese de- 
velopers has turned into a na- 
tionwide debate about work 
culture and a rare protest 


m Jack Ma: We 
don’t need 
those who 


comfortably 
work eight 
hours 






against practices at some of 
the country’s largest compa- 
nies. In late March, a group of 
developers started a project 
on the code-sharing platform 
Github called “996.icu”—aref- 
erence to acomment by a pro- 
grammer that working sucha 
schedule could land an em- 
ployee in intensive care. 


Excessive hours 

The discussion gained momen- 
tum, as users added to a black- 
list of more than 150 compa- 
nies that push their staff to 
work excessive hours, posting 
evidence of unpaid, often com- 
pulsory or heavily encouraged 
overtime. 

According to Chinese law, 
businesses should not allow 
their staff to work more than 
eight hours a day or 40 hours a 
week, and overtime is restrict- 
ed to 36 hours a month. But 
former and current employ- 





largest EU trading partner, in- 
creased by €166 million to €1.2 
billion in February compared 
with the same month last year. 
The increase was driven by 
exports of mineral fuels, lubri- 
cants and related materials. 
The figures show exports to 
Britain accounted for 10 per 
cent of total exports. Imports 








Percentage rise in Irish 
exports to Britain in February 
despite uncertainty 
surrounding Brexit 


from Britain increased by €265 
million (19 per cent ) to €1.6 bil- 
lion in February, again driven 
by increased imports of mineral 
fuels, lubricants and related ma- 
terials. Imports from Britain ac- 
counted for 26 per cent of total 
imports during the month. 

A disorderly or no-deal Brex- 
it with the imposition of World 


Trade Organisation (WTO) tar- 
iffs raises the prospect of sharp 
increases in costs for Irish im- 
porters and a separate and si- 
multaneous reduction in de- 
mand for Irish exports, both of 
which will hurt income here. 

The figures show that overall 
Irish goods exports fell by €604 
million (4 per cent) to €13.2 bil- 
lionin February, while good im- 
ports increased by €265 million 
(4 per cent) to €6.9 billion. This 
resulted in a trade surplus of 
€6.3 billion. 


Global threats 

The strong performance comes 
amid signs of a global slow- 
down in trade, threats from 
Brexit and faltering US-China 


trade relations. The value of 
goods exports for the period 
January and February was 
€26.3 billion, an increase of 
nearly €4 billion or 17 per cent 
when compared with the first 
two months of 2018. 

The biggest rate of growth in 
exports was of organic chemi- 
cals, which increased by €1.1 bil- 
lion (68 per cent) to €2.9 billion 
in February. The Republic’s ex- 
port trade is dominated by phar- 
maceuticals, which account for 
more than 60 per cent of total 
goods exports because of the 
strong multinational pharma 
manufacturing base here. The 
figures show the EU accounted 
for just over €6 billion or 48 per 
cent of total goods exports in 





February, of which €1.6 billion 
went to Belgium. Antwerp is 
one of the largest global drug re- 
distribution hubs, and receives 
most of the State’s pharma ex- 
ports which are not destined for 
the US. 


Exportdestination 

The US was the single largest 
export destination, accounting 
for €3.7 billion or 29 per cent of 
total exports in February. The 
value of good imports for Janu- 
ary and February was €13 bil- 
lion, which is an increase of 1 
per cent on last year. Imports of 
other transport equipment, in- 
cluding aircraft, decreased by 
€236 million (20 per cent) to 
€931 million in February. 


Carmakers facing costly carbon emissions targets 


While the car industry gathers 
in Shanghai for one of the big 
automotive gatherings of the 
year, the focus is not only ona 
declining Chinese market for 
new cars but the stern chal- 
lenge facing Europe’s car indus- 
try from 2020. 

Strict new carbon dioxide 
emissions targets will be 
phased in next year across the 
EU, with the threat of punitive 
fines for those who fail to com- 
ply. Yet the industry, broadly, is 
notready. “It’s going to bea hell 
of a job,” said Carlos Tavares, 


ees of companies included on 
the blacklist -including Byted- 
ance, the creator of the video 
app TikTok, Huawei and the 
e-commerce platform Pindu- 
oduo — say such laws are regu- 
larly flouted. 

Ant Financial, a financial 
services company affiliated 
with Alibaba, is listed as hav- 
ing a “9106” work schedule - 
starting at 9am, ending at 
10pm, for six days a week. In 
another case, staff at a soft- 
ware firm in Shandong prov- 
ince said they were required to 
work more than 100 hours of 
overtime ina month. 


Long hours 

The long hours at Chinese 
tech firms are a relatively new 
development as China’s tech 
industry has expanded with 
startups modelling them- 
selves more after those in Sili- 
con Valley. 

Chinese tech companies 
are known for encouraging an 
obsession with work: Huawei 
reportedly promotes an ag- 
gressive, cut-throat “wolf cul- 
ture” among its ranks. 

Chinese tech executives 
have defended the long hours 
at their companies. Jack Ma, 
the founder of Alibaba, one of 
the companies included in the 
blacklist, called the 996 sched- 
ule “a huge blessing” and said 
workers should consider it an 
honour rather than a burden. 

He said employees should 
be ready to work 12 hours a 
day. 

“Otherwise why did you 
come to Alibaba? We don’t 
need those who comfortably 
work eight hours,” he said, ac- 
cording to comments posted 
on the company’s Wechat ac- 





count. — Guardian service 


chief executive of Peugeot own- 
er PSA last month. “But we are 
going to meet them, whatever it 
takes.” Under the rules, car- 
makers must cut their average 
fleet emissions to less than 95g 
per kilometre of CO, by 2021. 

They face a €95 fine for every 
gram of CO, that exceeds the 
target —- multiplied by the num- 
ber of cars sold that year. 

“We are talking about a po- 
tential €30 billion penalty for 
the industry,” Volkswagen 
chief executive Herbert Diess 
warned investors at the compa- 


ny’s annual capital markets 
day. Yet emissions are heading 
the wrong way. 


Pollution levels 

CO, emissions from new cars 
are rising as consumers shun 
diesel models and opt for petrol 
alternatives, while the shift to- 
wards heavier sport utility vehi- 
cles increases pollution levels. 
New data for 2018 showed aver- 
age emissions rose to a 
four-year high of 121g of CO, 
per km, according to Jato Dy- 
namics, an auto data supplier. 


Sales of SUVs, which are heavi- 
er and therefore produce more 
CO, than traditional saloons, 
have risen by three-quarters 
since 2015, according to global 
information provider IHS 
Markit. 

Another complicating factor 
is the sharp decline in diesel 
sales. Buyers lost faith in the 
eco-credentials of diesel cars 
following the Volkswagen scan- 
dal of 2015. The scandal dealt a 
blow to diesel — and to carmak- 
ers that had been relying on the 
fuel to cut CO, emissions, as die- 


m Visitors look at a Renault EZ 
Ultimo concept car on the 
opening day of the Shanghai 
Auto Show in China yesterday. 
PHOTOGRAPH: GETTY IMAGES 


sel vehicles typically emit a fifth 
less carbon than petrol cars. 

Diesel vehicles accounted for 
as much as 56 per cent of EU 
sales in 2011, but last year the 
share fell to 37 per cent. All this 
has left the industry in a bind. - 
Copyright The Financial Times 
Limited 2019 


Success of JD Sports leaves Ashley’s 
Sports Direct trailing in its wake 





Fiona 
Walsh 
London Briefing 


Sportswear 

group defies 
widespread gloom 
on the high street 


hen Mike Ashley 
threatened in 2011 
that he’d “finish off” 
JD Sports, the 
response from Peter Cowsgill, 
the boss of his smaller rival, 
was brief and unruffled. “We 
smile and carry on,” he said. 

That was almost a decade 
ago, and carry on JD certainly 
has, in fine style. Still run by 
Cowegill, the sportswear group 
yesterday defied the wide- 
spread gloom on the high 
street to report a15 per cent 
jump in full year profits to 
£340 million (€393 million). 
Sales for the year were up just 
short of 50 per cent to £4.7 
billion. 

JD shares celebrated by 
rising toa newall-time peak of 
570p. At this level, the group is 
valued at £5.5 billion, more 
than many high street stal- 
warts, including Sainsbury’s, at 
£5.2 billion, and Marks & 
Spencer, at £4.5 billion. 

More tothe point, it’s more 
than three times the market 
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m JD Sports has benefited from its growing overseas presence, 





as well as its online operation. PHOTOGRAPH: YU! MOK/PA 


capitalisation of its would-be 
nemesis, Sports Direct, which 
the City values at £1.6 billion. 

The rise in the JD price puts 
the sports fashion group in 
serious contention to gain 
entry to the prestigious FTSE 
100 index in the next quarterly 
reshuffle, perhaps at the 
expense of M&S. 


Blue chip 

Elevation to the blue chip index 
would certainly be a sweet 
moment for Cowgill, not least 
because Sports Direct used to 
have a coveted place in the 
index itself before being booted 
out three years ago. 

How has JD thrived while 
Sports Direct continues to 
struggle? Cowgill made the 
point yesterday that while JD is 
notimmune to the struggles of 
the retail sector, it remained 
aloof from the widespread 
discounting seen over the 
Christmas period and which 
played such havoc with retail- 
ers’ margins. 

In partit’s because JD and 
Sports Direct serve different 
customer bases — JD is big in 





the growing, higher-margin 
fashion end of the sportswear 
market, or “athleisure” as it’s 
known. In other words, gear 
that’s worn to work or the pub 
but rarely sees the inside of a 
gym. Its ranges include exclu- 
sive products from the leading 
brands such as Nike and 
Adidas. 

JD has also benefited from 
its growing overseas presence, 
as well as its online operation. 
There’s probably also an 
element of capitalising on its 
rival’s woes. 

Sports Direct’s other 
distractions - Debenhams, 
House of Fraser etc —- have 
taken up an increasing amount 
of Ashley’s time and resources 
and JD will have taken full 
advantage of that. 

Cowgill has been pursuing 
his own expansion plans, 
rather more successfully than 
Ashley. Last year it made a big 
move into the US, paying £400 
million for the Finish Line 
sportswear chain. Finish Line 
added almost £1 billion to sales 
and £27 million to profits in its 
first six months as part of JD 








and Cowgill has ambitious 
plans for growth across the 
Atlantic. America has proven 
to bea graveyard for many 
leading British retailers over 
the years, from Tesco to Dixons 
and M&S, and news of expan- 
sion across the Atlantic tends 
to unsettle the City’s retail 
sector followers. It’s early days 
for JD but, so far, the signs are 
good. 


Numbers game? 

If government statisticians had 
monitored VAT returns 10 
years ago, they would have 
spotted the start of the 
2008/09 recession a full five 
months before it became 
apparent in official figures. 

That was the impetus for a 
new “big data” index launched 
by the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) this week, with 
the aim of providing an early 
warning system for signs of 
stress in the economy. 

Government num- 
ber-crunchers are now sifting 
through novel new data 
sources — along with VAT 
returns, they are monitoring 
road traffic data for lorries, 
gleaned from road sensors 
around ports and other roads, 
in an effort to track internation- 
al trade. 

Other sources in the future 
could include movements of 
ships, warehouse and manufac- 
turing site traffic, counting 
skips and cranes, online job 
vacancies, mobile phone usage, 
tracking commuter journeys 
through mobile data, and using 
satellite images to estimate 
populations. 

Atleast when the next 
recession arrives, we'll see it 
coming alittle sooner. 


Fiona Walsh is business editor 
of theguardian.com 





Economic growth 
to moderate this 
year, says Ibec 


Business lobby group says growing 
labour shortages will cause problems 


PETER HAMILTON 


The State’s largest business 
lobby group expects growthin 
the Republic’s economy to 
moderate to 4 per cent this 
year as the global economic cy- 
cle matures. 

In its economic outlook 
Ibec says headline growth will 
fall from the 6.7 per cent re- 
corded in 2018 to 2.7 per cent 
in 2020, while consumer 
spending growth will also de- 
cline. Inflation, meanwhile, is 
expected to rise to 1 per cent 
this year (from 0.5 per cent in 
2018) and 1.3 per centin 2020. 

Ibec’s assumptions relating 
to headline growth assume 
that a Brexit deal is reached. 
The lobby group notes that if 
there is a no-deal exit, growth 
will be “half what it would 
have been” resulting from neg- 
ative movements in sterling, 
investment and trade disrup- 
tions. 

“The Irish economy is in a 
sweet spot, with growth in em- 
ployment and wages both hit- 
ting close to 3 per cent in 
2018,” says Gerard Brady, 
Ibec’s head of tax and fiscal 
policy. 

“Household incomes are 
growing by 6 per cent and dis- 
posable income per person is 
now back above its peak levels 
for the first time. No other 
economy in western Europe 
had greater momentum com- 
ing into 2019, but this pace of 
growth will not last indefinite- 
ly.” 
Mr Brady notes that while 
the additional six months to 
manage the Brexit process is 
welcome, it has left business to 
manage the rolling and costly 
uncertainty. 

And Brexit aside, he says 
that there are signs of a slow- 
down in other key trading part- 


ners, with Chinese growth 
slowing and US financial mar- 
kets showing signs of strain. 
Additionally, the economy will 
have to contend with domestic 
constraints in the coming 
year. 

The biggest challenge, says 
Ibec, is capacity constraints in 
the labour market. 


‘Employmentgrowth’ 
“Our expectation is that grow- 
ing labour shortages will 
cause employment growth to 
slow in 2019 as we near full em- 
ployment” and companies 
“struggle to fill vacancies”, 
says Mr Brady. 

Given that the Republic’s 
prime age participation rate — 


1% 
0 
Expected rise in inflation 


this year, double last year’s 
level 


of workers between 25 and 54 
— has never been higher, he 
adds that “very few additional 
‘easy to reach’ workers” are 
likely to join the domestic la- 
bour market. 

“However, increased partic- 
ipation among older cohorts 
could alleviate some of these 
pressures over the coming 
years.” 

Ibec’s expectation of eco- 
nomic growth at 4 per cent is 
similar to other institutions, 
with the Economic and Social 
Research Institute forecasting 
growth of 3.8 per cent, while 
Davy expects growth of 5 per 
cent. 

The Central Bank of Ire- 
land, meanwhile, expects 
growth of 4.2 per cent, while 
the OECD expects 4 per cent 
growth. 


GoCar hopes to provide 
vehicles in Foxrock 


GORDON DEEGAN 


Residents of a planned upmar- 
ket apartment development in 
Foxrock, south Dublin, could 
be able to avail of “pay as you 
go driving” from five shared 
GoCar vehicles to be based at 
the address. 

Last month, the Granville 
Partnership lodged plans with 
An Bord Pleanala for 142 
build-to-rent apartments at 
Roselawn and Aberdour on 
Stillorgan Road in Foxrock. 

Toreduce the car dependen- 
cy of the residents living there, 
GoCarCarsharing Ltd has con- 
firmed to the appeals board 
that it intends to provide five 
shared car club vehicles for 
the development. 

The company is Ireland’s 
leading car-sharing service 
with 40,000 members and 
600 cars and vans across 18 
counties. Colm Brady, chief ex- 
ecutive of the parent group of 
GoCar, the Europcar Mobility 
Group, confirmed that GoCar 
is planning to locate its first 
GoCar in anewresidential de- 
velopment this summer aris- 
ing from an agreement with a 
developer and as part of the 
planning process. He said that 
30 different builders have 
made contact with GoCar 
since the start of this year seek- 
ing letters of commitment 
from it to provide GoCars in 
their new residential develop- 
ments. Mr Brady said: “We 


have had more developers 
wanting to have in place Go- 
Cars in their developments in 
the first quarter of this year 
than throughout the whole of 
2018.” 

He said that developers 
would be able use the availabil- 
ity of aGoCar in the marketing 
of their new developments 
while it would reduce the need 
to provide expensive and inef- 
ficient car-spaces for each 
apartment. 


Car sharing 

Mr Brady said Dublin City 
Council encouraging car-shar- 
ingin new developments was a 
“game-changer for us”. He 
said 400 companies across 
the country are currently us- 
ing GoCar’s fleet of cars. 

In a letter to An Bord 
Pleanala, GoCar’s head of 
growth Rob Kearns said that 
GoCar members can rent the 
cars from €4 for half an hour 
use, with fuel, insurance and 
maintenance included. He 
said “each GoCar which is 
placed in acommunity has the 
potential to replace the jour- 
neys of up to 15 private cars”. 

“By allowing multiple peo- 
ple to use the same vehicle at 
different times, car sharing re- 
duces car ownership, car de- 
pendency, congestion, noise 
and air pollution. It frees up 
land which would otherwise 
be used for additional parking 
spaces,” he said. 


Drug demand pushes 
J&J forecast upwards 


Johnson & Johnson has beat- 
en quarterly profit estimates 
and raised its adjusted sales 
growth forecast for the year, 
driven by demand for its treat- 
ment for psoriasis and 
Crohn’s disease and cancer 
drugs Darzalex and Imbruvi- 
ca. 

The company said it expect- 
ed adjusted operational sales 
for the year to rise between 2.5 
per cent to 3.5 per cent com- 
pared with its previous fore- 
cast of a 2-3 per cent rise. 


Opening bell 
Shares of the healthcare con- 
glomerate rose about 1 per 
cent to $137.50 before the 
opening bell on Wall Street. 
J&J’s pharmaceuticals 
unit, which has been the pri- 
mary growth driver in recent 
years, was again a bright spot 
for the company, accounting 
for a little more than half of its 


total revenue in the first quar- 
ter. Sales from the business 
rose 4.1 per cent to $10.24 bil- 
lion, above analysts’ average 
estimate of $9.72 billion. 


Quarterly sales 

J&J, the first major drugmak- 
er to report first-quarter re- 
sults, reported a slight rise in 
quarterly sales to $20.02 bil- 
lion, above the average esti- 
mate of $19.61 billion, accord- 
ing to data from Refinitiv. 

The company’s net profit, 
however, fell 14.2 percent to 
$3.75 billion. Excluding 
items, the company earned 
$2.10 per share, beating ana- 
lysts’ estimate of $2.03 per 
share. 

J&J recorded litigation ex- 
penses of $423 million in the 
first quarter. The company 
did not record litigation ex- 
pense in the same period a 
year ago. — Reuters. 
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New rules 
to improve 
protections 
for workers 


EU legislation grants minimum set of 
rights for workers with on-demand jobs 


Deliveroo says its workers do not fall 
under the scope of this directive 


PETER HAMILTON 


Gig economy workers will ben- 
efit from greater protections 
after Brussels approved a new 
set of rules. 

Members of the European 
Parliament approved mini- 
mum rights for workers with 
on-demand jobs and singled 
out those working for Uber 
and Deliveroo. 

However, Deliveroo said its 
workers don’t fall under the 
scope of this directive as genu- 
inely self-employed workers 
are not covered. 

“Deliveroo wants to give rid- 
ers more security, but in a way 
that is compatible with the 
flexible working that we know 
riders value. Riders are 
self-employed and, as the Eu- 
ropean Parliament says, rid- 


ers are therefore out of scope 

6 All workers 
who have 

been in limbo will 


now be granted 
minimum rights 


of this directive,” a spokes- 
woman said. 

Already agreed with EU 
ministers, the law grants a set 
of minimum rights for those in 
casual or short-term employ- 
ment if they work a minimum 
of three hours per week and 12 
hours per four weeks on aver- 
age. 

Spanish Independent MEP 
Enrique Calvet Chambon, the 
legislation’s rapporteur, said 
the directive was a big step to- 
wards the implementation of 
the “European pillar of social 
rights”. 


‘Pre-determined hours’ 
“All workers who have been in 
limbo will now be granted min- 
imum rights thanks to this di- 
rective, and the European 
Court of Justice rulings, from 
now on no employer will be 
able to abuse the flexibility in 
the labour market,” he said. 
Specifically, the legislation 
means that gig-economy work- 
ers will benefit from a “mini- 
mum level of predictability” 
such as_ pre-determined 


Briefs 


hours. They should also be 
able to refuse, without conse- 
quence, an assignment out- 
side predetermined hours or 
be compensated if the assign- 
ment wasn’t cancelled in time. 
Additionally, workers will 
now have to be informed with- 
in the first seven days of their 
employment of the essential 
aspects of their employment 
contract such as a description 
of duties, a starting date, the 
duration, remuneration, 
standard working day or refer- 
ence hours for those with un- 
predictable work schedules. 


Probationary period 

The new law will also provide 
that the probationary period 
can be no longer than six 
months, or proportionate to 
the expected duration of the 
contract in the case of 
fixed-term employment. 

Additionally, a renewed con- 
tract for the same function will 
not result in a new probation- 
ary period. Finally, the employ- 
er will provide mandatory 
training, which will count as 
working time, free of charge. 
And that training should be 
completed within working 
hours, where possible, accord- 
ing to the legislation. 

The new legislation results 
from increasing flexibility in 
Europe’s labour market. Ac- 
cording to Eurostat’s EU la- 
bour force survey, in 2016, 25 
per cent of employment rela- 
tionships were “non-stand- 
ard”, 

The Department of Employ- 
ment Affairs and Social Protec- 
tion said the Government sup- 
ports the aims of the directive 
despite having some concerns 
about the broad definition of 
worker. “Ireland supported 
the endorsement of the provi- 
sional agreement in the inter- 
ests of compromise and EU 
unity,” a spokeswoman said. 

While the directive already 
includes measures provided 
forinthe Employment (Miscel- 
laneous Provisions) Act 2018, 
she added that the depart- 
ment “aims to transpose the di- 
rective in advance of the trans- 
position deadline”, which will 
be three years from when the 





directive is adopted in June. 
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Netflix figures not dolled up Shares retreat 4% over fall in subscribers 


m Natasha Lyonne in Russian Doll, one second quarter compared with a year 
of Netflix’s most successful series. 
The company last night forecast a fall 


in global paid subscribers for the 


earlier after reporting 


better-than-expected subscriber 
numbers in the first quarter, sending 


its shares down 4 per cent. The 
company now expects to add five 
million subscribers globally in the 
current quarter. The company said it 
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signed up 1.74 million paid 
subscribers in the US, above the 
average analyst estimate of about 1.57 
million. 


Strong market returns boost BlackRock assets 


BlackRock cemented its posi- 
tion as the world’s biggest fund 
manager as assets at the New 
York-listed group hit $6.5 tril- 
lion (€5.75 trillion) on the back 
of strong market returns and re- 
newed investor inflows in the 
first three months of the year. 

The results, which the com- 
pany said reflected its strongest 
first quarter for four years, give 
an early indication that the glob- 
al asset management industry 
has turned a corner after a bru- 
tal 2018. 

Listed investment groups 
saw their shares tumble almost 
26 per cent on average last year 
—their worst performance since 
the financial crisis — as inves- 
tors feared buoyant markets 
would no longer mask mount- 
ing fee pressures across the in- 
dustry. 


The malaise 

BlackRock was not immune to 
the malaise, with assets dipping 
below $6 trillion (€5.3 trillion) 
at the end of December. The in- 
vestment group has this year 
trimmed jobs and reshuffled its 
senior managementranks. Lar- 
ry Fink, the group’s chief execu- 


tive, saw his pay fall 14 per cent 
as aresult. 

The impact of last year’s mar- 
ket tumult was apparent in 
BlackRock’s first-quarter re- 
sults, leading to a 5 per cent 


$6.5trn 


Amount of assets at the New 
York-listed group following 
strong market returns 


year-on-year decrease in base 
fees to the end of March, anda7 
per cent decline in revenues to 
$3.3 billion (€2.9 billion), 
which resulted in a 1 per cent 
fall in diluted earnings per 
share to $6.61 (€5.86). 

However, this comfortably 
beat analyst expectations of 
$6.13 (€5.43), and the group 
saw technology revenue for the 
12 months to March 31st grow ll 
per cent, driven by its widely 
used Aladdin investment plat- 
form. 

BlackRock’s shares have 
lagged behind its rivals this 
year, largely because of con- 
cerns over rising fee pressures 





Aviation 


Aircraft Leasing company SMBC 
closes $500m bond sale 


Aircraft leasing company 
SMBC Aviation Capital has 
closed a $500 million (€443 
million) sale of senior notes, 
its fourth successful capital 
raising. 

The sale of the 3.55 per cent 
five-year senior unsecured 
bonds was undertaken by the 
company’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary, SMBC Aviation 
Capital Finance. 

The notes, which are due in 
April 2024, are fully and 
unconditionally guaranteed 
by SMBC Aviation Capital. 

These proceeds from the 
offering will be used for 
general corporate purposes, 
which could include the 
purchase of aircraft and the 


repayment of existing debt. 
Chief financial officer Barry 
Flannery said it was another 
endorsement from the market 
of SMBC Aviation Capital’s 
strategy and long-term 
growth prospects. 

“The pricing achieved 
proves that our quality 
portfolio and long track 
record combined with our 
strong balance sheet and 
future prospects are compel- 
ling and differentiating 
factors for us, and this transac- 
tion is another significant 
milestone in the development 
of our third-party funding 
plans for the business,” he 
said. 

CIARA O'BRIEN 





Tourism 


Irish and UK cruise passenger 
number hits record two million 


Irish and UK cruise passenger 
numbers hit arecord two 
million last year, figures from 
the Cruise Lines International 
Association show. 

The association bundles 
together Irish and UK num- 
bers as most of the cruise 
itineraries take in both 
islands. The Irish Travel 
Agents Association (ITAA) 
welcomed the record-break- 
ing numbers. “The cruise 
industry is demonstrating 
considerable growth, and has 
become an important part of 
both inbound and outbound 
Irish tourism,” said ITAA 
chief executive Pat Dawson. 


“By hosting turnarounds 
Irish ports allow tourists to 
end their sailing here and 
travel within Ireland before 
flying directly home, while 
Irish holidaymakers join the 
ship to set sail on their adven- 
ture.” 

Mr Dawson said it is disap- 
pointing Dublin Port was 
reducing the number of cruise 
liners it will host. “Last year 
saw 150 ships call to Dublin 
Port and we expect this to rise 
to over 160 by the end of 2019. 

“However from 2021 only 
80 will be permitted by Dublin 
Port. This is a major blow,” he 
said. 


Corporate law 


Corporate law firm A&L 
Goodbody has appointed 
Eileen Roberts as its new 
chairwoman. 

Ms Roberts, a partner 
and former head of the 
firm’s litigation and 
dispute resolution depart- 
ment, replaces Catherine 
Duffy, who became the 
first woman to hold the job 
in A&L’s history when she 
was appointed in May 
2016. Pictured is A&L 
managing partner Julian 
Yarr, incoming chairwom- 
an Ms Roberts and outgo- 
ing chairwoman Ms Duffy 

Ms Roberts, is a former 
director of the charity 
Junior 
Achievement/Young 
Enterprise Ireland anda 
member of the Irish 





Roberts to be new A&L 
Goodbody chairwoman 


Commercial Litigation 
Association. 

Mr Yarr said Ms Rob- 
erts’ appointment would 
enhance the firm’s ap- 
proach to providing a 
diverse and engaging work 
environment for its 
employees. 

“The chair of the 
partnership is an impor- 
tant role for the firm,” he 
said. 

Ms Duffy is to continue 
her role as one of the law 
firm’s senior finance 
partner while Ms Roberts 
will also continue to work 
with existing clients 
alongside her role as 
chairwoman. 

A&L Goodbody employs 
more than 800 people, 
including 98 partners. 





and its slowing growth rate. 
“First-quarter results this 
morning suggest those fears 
are misplaced with bet- 
ter-than-expected long-term 
flows... and a higher-than-ex- 
pected fee rate,” said Michael 
Cyprys, a Morgan Stanley ana- 
lyst. BlackRock is in a 
years-long battle with Van- 
guard to dominate the global 
fund management industry, 
with the latter catching up fast. 


However, BlackRock has 
claimed the top spot for ex- 
change traded fund global 
flows this year, which it said 
was driven by its fixed income 
products. 


Investment capabilities 

The iShares ETF business it ac- 
quired from Barclays almost a 
decade ago now manages al- 
most $2 trillion (€1.7 trillion), 
which alone would make it one 


ofthe world’s five biggest invest- 
ment groups. “The breadth of 
our investment capabilities, 
spanning index, alpha-seeking, 
alternatives and cash, coupled 
with our industry-leading tech- 
nology and portfolio construc- 
tion capabilities, allowed us to 
generate strong flows and con- 
tinue to meet the evolving 
needs of our global clients,” Mr 
Fink said.- Copyright The Fi- 
nancial Times Limited 2019 





Lane 
warns 
on risks 


to banks 


BARRY O'HALLORAN 


The Republic’s financial reg- 
ulator is seeking powers 
from Government to de- 
mand that banks hold extra 
capital to safeguard against 
hidden risks to the economy. 

Central Bank of Ireland 
governor Philip Lane told 
the University College Dub- 
lin school of economics that, 
alongside normal risks, the 
Republic’s dependence on 
hi-tech multinationals left its 
banks vulnerable to shocks 
to this industry. 

Mr Lane revealed that he 
has written to Minister for Fi- 
nance Paschal Donohoe ask- 
ing that the Central Bank be 
given the power to call on an 
extra safeguards for the fi- 
nancial system, dubbed the 
“systemic risk buffer”. 

This would allow the regu- 
lator to demand that banks 
hold capital over and above 
existing requirements to safe- 
guard against “tail risks”, 
that is events that are unlike- 
ly to occur but which could 
significantly damage the fi- 
nancial system. 


Multinationals 

Mr Lane identified depend- 
ence on multinationals and 
the potential consequences 
of both global warming and 
efforts to prevent it as possi- 
ble sources of tail risks. 

He explained that the ad- 
vantage of the systemic risk 
buffer is that it would im- 
prove the banks’ ability to ab- 
sorb losses if such a shock hit 
the Republic’s economy. 

“Our plan now is to exam- 
ine the potential additional 
contribution of the systemic 
risk buffer in ensuring that 
the banking system would be 
resilient in the event of a 
structural shock to the Irish 
economy.” 

In 2012 the Republic intro- 
duced new EU rules requir- 
ing banks to boost the level of 
capital that they held in re- 
serve to allow them to absorb 
large losses from shocks. 

However, the Govern- 
ment did not adopt the sys- 
temic risk buffer 
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Green Reit, Kingspan moves benefit Iseq 


Ryanair and Paddy Power also trade 
heavily and perform strongly 


Global markets driven by better European 
sentiment and strong US earnings 


PETER HAMILTON 


Global stocks edged higher yes- 
terday after strong US earnings 
releases and German data pro- 
vided reassurance about eco- 
nomic sentiment in Europe’s 
biggest economy. 


DUBLIN 

Dublin’s Iseq index rose 
0.61 per cent on the day helped 
by big moves in Green Reit and 
Kingspan. 

Following on from Monday’s 
announcement of a possible 
sale, Green Reit rose 3.54 per 
cent to €1.70. The company 
said that its shares were under- 
valued compared to its net book 
value. 

Insulation maker Kingspan 
rose 2.92 per cent in Dublin to 
€45.84 after making an offer to 
buy the insulation and flexible 
foams business of Belgian mat- 
tress manufacturer Recticel for 
€700 million. 

Ryanair traded heavily on 
the day and posted a 6 per cent 
intraday move before settling 
up 1.67 per cent at €12.18. It had 
fallen as low as €11.55 on the 
day after an update from Luf- 
thansa on Monday night. Luf- 
thansa said that a recovery is ex- 
pected in the second quarter of 
the year with strong recovery in 
fares resulting from Brexit be- 
ing kicked down the road. 

Paddy Power was another 
strong performer, rising 
1.93 per cent to €75.04. It is up 
9 per cent so far this month af- 
ter data from New Jersey 
showed their market share 
there was 55 per cent. 

Finally, paper and packaging 
giant Smurfit Kappa bounced 
higher at the end of the day to 
close at 0.19 per cent to €26.75. 
The move came despite its ri- 
val, International Paper, being 
downgraded by Bank of Ameri- 
ca analysts. 


LONDON 

The FTSE 100 added 0.4 per 
cent after hitting its highest 
point since October 4th as a dip 
in the pound boosted blue-chip 
exporter stocks. 

Among a_ handful of 
blue-chip losers was Sains- 
bury’s which gave up 1.2 per 
cent after brokerage Bernstein 
cut its price target and said it 
could not consider the stock as 
a “buy-case”. 

On the FTSE 250, JD Sports 


was at an all-time high with an 
8.4 per cent leap as millennials’ 
fondness for athleisure wear 
helped the company defy Brit- 
ain’s retail gloom and beat 
full-year earnings expecta- 
tions. 

Capping gains on the index 
was Galliford Try, which 
plunged to a near seven-year 
low and ended the day with a 
20.5 per cent slump. 


EUROPE 

European shares ended at an 
eight-month high yesterday, 
bolstered by banking and finan- 
cial stocks, upbeat data from 
China and the improving eco- 
nomic mood in Germany. 

Italy’s top bank, UniCredit, 
rose more than 3 per cent after 
it and two subsidiaries agreed 
to pay $1.3 billion to US authori- 
ties to settle investigations of vi- 
olations of US sanctions on Iran 
and other countries. 

Elsewhere, Zalando rose 
more than 10 per cent and 
emerging as the best performer 
on the STOXX after the e-com- 
merce company said it expect- 
ed to post an operating profit 
for the first quarter. 

Among the biggest drags on 
the index were oil stocks includ- 
ing BP, Total and Royal Dutch 
Shell tracking declining crude 
prices. 


NEW YORK 

US stocks ended slightly higher 
yesterday with the S&P 500 
inching closer to its all-time 
high following a string of most- 
ly positive earnings, while a 
drop in healthcare shares limit- 
ed the advance. 

Bank of America, Johnson & 
Johnson, BlackRock, United- 
Health Group and others post- 
ed quarterly earnings that sur- 
passed analyst expectations. 
But stock movements following 
the reports were mixed. 

UnitedHealth Group, 
which also reported bet- 
ter-than-anticipated first-quar- 
ter profit and hiked its 2019 
earnings forecast, fell 4 per 
cent, likely due to regulatory 
worries. 

The Dow Jones rose 67.89 
points, or 0.26 per cent to 
26,452.66, the S&P 500 gained 
1.48 points, or 0.05 per cent to 
2,907.06 and the Nasdaq added 
24.21 points, or 0.3 per cent to 
8,000.23. — Additional report- 
ing: Reuters 


Card Factory profit falls 
but still plans expansion 


Card Factory’s profits declined 
last year as its sales were held 
back by the challenging high 
street conditions, but the com- 
pany is pushing ahead with 
plans to open new stores in Ire- 
land and Britain. 

The retailer reported an 8.3 
per cent decline in profit before 
tax to £66.6 million (€77 mil- 
lion) for the year to January 
3lst. 

Like-for-like sales were flat, 
affected by declining footfall on 


American closing prices 


the high street. 

But revenue was up 3.3 per 
cent to £436 million (€504 mil- 
lion), as the company contin- 
ued to roll out new stores. 

It opened 51 newstores inthe 
period, taking its total estate to 
972. It is working towards a tar- 
get of 1,200 stores in the UK 
and Ireland. 

Profits were also negatively 
affected by the Getting Person- 
al online business, which saw a 
decline in sales.- PA 


All prices quoted in USS except for Bombardier, Finavera and Great West Life which are quoted in Cans. 


Price Change 
3M 216.90 1.07 
AbbotLabs 76.38 -1.12 
AbbVielnc 80.21 -0.82 
Accenture 179.06 -0.24 
AIG 46.74 0.94 
Alcoa 27.72 -0.02 
ALKERMES 34.23 0.80 
Allergan 145.41 1.83 
Altria 56.39 -0.55 
AmarinADR 18.39 0.04 
AmericanExpress 111.88 135 
Analog Devices 114.60 1.66 
AppleincCom 199.25 0.02 
AT&T 32.25 0.23 
Bank of America Corp 29.88 0.04 
Becton Dickinson 240.02 -6.18 
BerkshireHathaway 317500.00 3000.00 
Boeing 381.72 6.26 
Bombardier 2.72 0.05 
Boston Scientific 36.17 -1.64 
Bristol Myers Squibb 46.02 -0.48 
Caterpillar 142.03 178 
Ceva 27.18 -0.53 
Chevron 121.17 1.03 
Cisco Systems 56.95 0.39 
Citigroup 69.31 193 
CocaCola 46.95 -0.05 
CRHADR 33.33 0.22 
Disney (Walt) 129,90 -2.14 
eBay 36.39 0.16 
EliLilly 119.96 -4.12 
Exxon Mobil 81.20 0.55 
Flextronics Internat. 1147 0.21 
General Electric 9.14 0.16 
Goldman Sachs 201.84 1.93 
Great West Lifeco 33.33 0.09 


Price Change 
Hasbro 89.68 177 
Hewlett Packard 20.57 0.37 
Home Depot 204.47 -0.39 
Honeywell Internat. 162.86 0.86 
IBM 145.14 1.24 
Icon 133.19 -3.78 
Intel 56.71 0.43 
Internat. Paper 44.91 -2.17 
Johnson & Johnson 138.02 150 
Johnson Controls Intl 36.86 0.26 
JPMorgan Chase 111.10 1.16 
M&TBank 168.28 4.56 
McDonalds 191.70 -0.15 
Medtronic 86.15 -0.72 
Merck 77.56 -0.97 
Microsoft 120.77 -0.28 
Monsanto 127.95 0.02 
Motorola Solutions 144.81 1.24 
Novartis ADR 19.34 -1.62 
Oracle 54.59 -0.04 
Pepsico 122.41 -1.25 
Pfizer 40.92 -117 
Procter & Gamble 106.42 0.69 
Ryanair ADR 79.41 131 
Smith & Nephew ADR 38.94 -0.28 
Solar Alliance Energy 0.06 0.00 
State Street 7171 1.59 
Sun Life Financial 40.81 0.60 
Symantec 24.30 -0.11 
Teradyne 45.13 1.19 
Time Warner 98.77 0.82 
Trinity Biotech ADR 2.81 0.04 
United Technology 135.34 0.79 
US Bancorp 50.28 0.39 
Wal-Mart Stores 102.93 0.50 
Xerox 35.00 0.47 
Xilinx 134.98 0.92 





Share of the Day: Card Factory 


“Whilst the new financial year is just two months old, we are satisfied with the start we 
have made and are particularly pleased with record seasonal performances from Valentine’s 
Day and Mother’s Day,” said Card Factory chief executive Karen Hubbard. 
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JD Sports reaps ‘athleisure’ 
benefits in tough retail climate 


JD Sports Fashion reported bet- 
ter-than-expected full-year 
earnings yesterday, benefiting 
from acquisitions in a challeng- 
ing retail environment at 
home. The company has bulked 
up over the past year with the 
purchase of US-based Finish 
Line and smaller rival Footasy- 
lum, and has gained from the 
“athleisure” trend, which sees 
people sporting gym clothes at 
work, schooland other social oc- 
casions. 

Britain’s retail industry has 
been hurt by lower consumer 
spending given uncertainties 
from the nation’s impending 
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exit from the European Union, 
higher costs as well as a shift to 
shopping online. JD Sports, 
with more than 2,400 stores 
that sell brands including Nike, 
Puma and Adidas, has weath- 
ered the storm thanks to its in- 
ternational footprint. Rival 
Sports Direct has faced failed 
takeover attempts including De- 
benhams and Findel. 


Heavy discounts 

JD Sports, the owner of Footpa- 
troland Cloggs, did not cut pric- 
es in the Christmas period de- 
spite the difficulties in Britain 
that had other retailers scram- 
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Dow Jones Euro stoxx 50 

All prices in euros except British, Swiss and Swedish companies (local currencies) 

Name Country Price Change %Change 
Air Liquide FRA 116.60 0.65 0.56 
Airbus Group NLD 117.92 0.68 0.58 
Allianz DEU 212.00 2.20 1.05 
Anheuser-Busch Inbev BEL 78.99 0.36 0.46 
ASML NLD 180.20 3.14 L77 
AssocGenerali ITA 17.00 0.10 0.56 
AXA FRA 23.55 0.10 0.41 
BASF DEU 72.93 0.78 1.08 
Bayer DEU 62.21 0.50 0.81 
Bco Bilbao Viz Argen ESP 5.53 0.05 0.82 
Bco Santander ESP 4.57 0.01 0.25 
BMW DEU 76.40 0.75 0.99 
BNP Paribas FRA 47.66 0.81 173 
Carrefour FRA 17.00 0.14 0.80 
Daimler DEU 56.95 0.46 0.81 
Danone FRA 69.68 -0.30 -0.43 
Deutsche Bank DEU 7.18 0.13 1.66 
DeutschePost DEU 30.45 0.04 0.13 
Deutsche Telekom DEU 14.95 0.00 -0.01 
E.ON DEU 9.73 -0.14 -145 
Enel ITA 5.48 -0.10 -1.86 
Engie FRA 13.30 -0,02 -0.15 
ENI ITA 15.43 -0,24 -1.56 
Essilor FRA 128.75 1.30 1.02 
Fresenius DEU 50.96 0.11 0.22 
Iberdrola ESP 7.72 -0.07 -0.92 
Inditex ESP 27.03 0.49 1.85 
ING NLD 12.05 0.11 0.92 
Intesa Sanpaolo ITA 2.32 0.02 0.93 
L’oreal FRA 240.30 180 0.75 
LVMH FRA 346.30 3.35 0.98 
MuenchRueckR DEU 219.40 4.30 2.00 
Nokia FIN 5,02 0.02 0.32 
Orange FRA 14.58 -0.06 -0.41 
Philips Elect NLD 35.72 0.03 0.07 
Safran FRA 121.65 0.40 0.33 
Saint Gobain FRA 36.76 0.64 L77 
Sanofi-Aventis FRA 75.10 0.10 0.13 
SAP DEU 99.47 -0.29 -0.29 
Schneider Electric FRA 74.08 0.20 0.27 
Siemens DEU 104.54 0.80 0.77 
Societe Generale FRA 28.54 0.56 198 
Telefonica ESP 740 -0.06 -0.84 
Total FRA 49.56 -0.52 -1.03 
Unibail-Rodamco FRA 190.00 0.35 0.18 
UniCredit ITA 12.88 0.40 3.20 
Unilever NV NLD 50.85 0.13 0.26 
Vinci FRA 89.80 0.50 0.56 
Vivendi FRA 25.83 -0.04 -0.15 
Volkswagen DEU 160.15 165 1.04 





£4.72bn 


JD Sports Fashion 
revenue surged 49.2 per cent 
to this figure 


bling to attract shoppers 
through heavy discounts. 

Britain’s biggest sportswear 
retailer, founded in 1981 witha 
single store in the northwest of 
England, said headline pretax 
profit jumped 15.5 per cent to 
£355.2 million (€411.6 million) 
for the 53 weeks ended Febru- 
ary 3rd, while revenue surged 
49.2 per cent to £4.72 billion 
(€5.45 billion). 

As per company-supplied 
consensus, analysts had esti- 
mated a pretax profit of £349.2 
million (€403.5 million) and 
revenue of £4.56 billion (€5.27 
billion). - Reuters 


Hays quarterly net fees 
revenue up 3% in Ireland 


Recruiter Hays reported a3 per 
cent rise in fee revenue in Ire- 
land and Britain in the third 
quarter, despite uncertainties 
from the UK’s vote to leave the 
European Union. 

Hays, which places workers 
in areas suchas finance and con- 
struction, said net fees from 
Germany - its largest market - 
rose 5 per cent for the three 
months ended March 31st. 

The company said compara- 
ble net fees rose 5 per cent in 


the third quarter, helped by 
more hiring in its international 
and domestic markets. 

It reported flat growth in net 
fees from its Australia and New 
Zealand business. Analysts had 
been concerned by the recruit- 
er’s performance in the island 
continent after data from Aus- 
tralia’s online job portal SEEK 
showed that SEEK job ads fell 
3.6 per cent in February com- 
pared with a 0.6 per cent rise in 
January.— Reuters 


ISEQ equity indices 
% Market 12mth 12mth ISEQ 
Index Actual Change Cap High Low Ret 
Overall 643397 38.79 0.61 155323 7196.6822/05/18 —227.7904/02/1914158.13 
Financial 25297 -234 -0.92 92129 5935.3905/02/19  209.3127/12/18 64140 
General 8456.81 117.08 140 63194 10319.8314/06/18 7703.53 27/12/1815515.46 
SmallCap. 2111.55 -1565 -0.74 83748 2928,8305/02/19 1905.79 22/02/19 3060.35 
ESM 983.60 18.00 186 84965 2590.3220/06/18  965.6104/02/19 1333.66 
ISEQ20 1064.00 7.04 067 55274 1187.5028/05/18 884.70 27/12/18 1459.44 
Government stocks Commodities 
Euro price Yield Price($) Change 
Irish 10/18/22 101.08 -0.3070 | Aluminium 1854.50  -8.50 
Eee eeeiees ae a Aluminium Alloy 1350.00 -40.00 
rish 2. BrentCrud 7131 Ol 
Irish5.910/18/19 103.23 -05060 | Copper sage; yee 
Irish 4.504/18/20 105.00 -0.4780 | Ethanol 133 000 
Irish 5 10/18/20 108.30 -0.4920 : : 
GoldPM 1276.30  -9.40 
Irish0.803/15/22 103.42 -0.3690 | fo 19900-29100 
Irish 3.9 03/20/23 116.53 -0.2860 | -& eae 
Irish 3.4 03/18/24 117.36 -0.1190 | Nickel 12930.00 _ -70.00 
Irish 5.403/13/25 131.57 0.0430 | PlatinumPM . 
Irish 1.0 15/05/26 105.74 0.1830 | SilverPM 15.26 _0.00 
Irish0.915/05/28 104.23 0.4240 | Tin 20510.00 -110.00 
Irish 1.105/15/29 105.20 0.5670 | WTICrudeOil 6365 0.25 
Irish 2.0 02/18/45 112.48 1.4190 | Zinc 2812.00 -85.00 
Euribor 10-yr bond spread 
ACT/360 ACT/365 Yield Treasury Bund 
lweek -0.378 -0.383 France -0.0089 -2.4288 0.3128 
Germany 0.3217 -2.7416 0.0000 
1month “0.367 -0.372 | Greece 22772 -01427 2.5990 
2 months -0.339 -0.344 | Ireland 0.5670 -1.8529 0.8887 
Italy 17836 -0.6363 2.1053 
Smonths “0.310 -0.314 | Netherlands  -0.1032 -2.5230 0.2186 
6 months -0.232 —--0.235 | Portugal 0.5305 -18894 0.8522 
Spain 0.3153 -2.1046 06371 
Smonths oD OS | GK 0.9567 -1.4632 1.2784 
12 months -0.112  -0.114 | US 2.4199 0,0000 2.7416 











Data provided by Morningstar. Data as shown 
is for information purposes only. No offer is 
made by Morningstar or this publication. 
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Dublin closing prices main market 


12mth 

Company CloseChange High 
€ € 

AIBGroup 4.22 000 5.29 
Aminex 0.01 0.00 0.04 
AryztaAG 121 -004 4.13 
Bank of IrlGrp 5.96 -0.10 7.64 
C&C Group 3.38 0.04 3.60 
Cairn Homes 136 002 187 
CRH 29.61 0.33 33.09 
Dalata Hotel 612 013 7.35 
Datalex 0.80 -005 314 
Diageo § 1411 -0.31 - 
FBD 8.72 0.02 1190 
Glanbia 17.31 -0.21 19.38 
Glenveagh 084 002 1.23 
GreenREIT 170 O06 170 
Hibernia REIT 137 000 1457 
Hostelworld 2.26 0.02 4.52 
IFG 2.16 O00 2.24 
Independent 010 O00 O11 
Irish Contin’t 5.01 001 582 
IrishResPropREIT 159 001 164 
Kenmare 2.30 -0.05 2.97 
Kerry 97.30 -0.70 100.30 
Kingspan 4584 130 46.90 
Paddy Power 75.04 1.42 105.00 
Permanent TSB 130 002 2.22 
Ryanair 1218 0.20 16.98 
Smurfit Kappa 26.75 0.05 37.14 
Tescos 4.14 0 - 
Tullow 277 -0.03 3.20 
WisdomTreelseq 1265 0.17 1469 


12mth 
Low 


+P/E 
Ratio 


+Div 
Yield 


3.50 
0.01 
0.87 


8.81 7 
-13.74 - 
-2.41 
4.78 917 - 
2.60 -14.21 
1.00 -447.33 - 
21.71 19.64 
4.29 31.64 
0.55 13.14 
- 13.37 
780 33.46 : 
13.48 24.49 
0.65 . 
133 691 
122 = 7.93 
1.98 226.00 
141 37.49 
0.05 2.78 : 
4.16 16.08 
133 14.14 
2.06 -8.76 
82.25 32.45 
34.02 31.45 
63.05 -879.62 
120 -2.11 = 
9.55 11.45 - 
21.18 14.24 
- 439.69 = 
185 -4.68 7 
10.99 = : 


Mkt 
Cap 
(€m) 
11455 
49 
1231 
6532 
1036 
1059 
23673 
1104 
70 
34519 
303 
5187 
735 
1021 
952 
216 
228 
139 
951 
688 
254 
17278 
8044 
5751 
582 
13578 
6341 
40545 
3883 
20 


Vol 
Traded 
(000s) 
2738.9 


13.3 
3748.4 
366.5 
4038.5 
1986.4 
300.3 


3.6 
493.2 
22204.0 
1548.7 
4421.3 
0.385 
118.3 
471.0 
501.0 


301.0 
509.9 
77.0 
2026.7 
3415.1 
883.1 
0 

0.1 

0.4 


§ Stock trades mainly in London - price changes only on Dublin trades 








Sterling Euro exchange rates 
Buyrate: Sellrate: Yesterday: — Previous: 
Euro 1.1560 1.1585 | Sterling 0.8650 0.8628 
usa 18051 13098 | ‘SraneseYen 1254100 126540 
a 
Japenese Yen 146.1430 146.6100 | pa nishKrone 74613 7.4621 
Danish Krone 8.6255 8.6458 | SwedishKrona 10.4409 10.4723 
SwedishKrona 12.0694 121398 | SwissFranc 1.1366 1.1346 
Swiss Franc 1.3141 1.3148 | NorwegianKrone 9.5767 9.5979 
NorwegianKrone 11.0640 11.1220 Ganedian Dollar eras verse 
; ustralian Dollar : . 
Ganadan Dollar 1.7431 1.7514 PolishZloty 4.9790 4.9732 
Australian Dollar 1.8195 1.8260 Hong Kong Dollar 8.8546 8.8626 
New Zealand Dollar 1.9301 1.9353 | Singapore Dollar 15285 15289 
Hong Kong Dollar 10.2363 10.2705 | SouthAfricanRand 15.8961 15.8790 
ESM closing prices 
12mth 12mth +P/E +Div Mkt Vol 
Company Close Change High Low Ratio Yield Cap Traded 
€ € (€m) (000s) 
Abbey 1450 0.00 16.20 13.00 6.31 0.90 311 - 
AmrytPharma 015 O00 024 013 -3.14 - 41 18.3 
Applegreen 542 0.04 676 526 26.08 - 653 56.1 
CPLRes’ces 660 -005 7.20 544 1515 154 180 9.4 
DonegalInvestment 900 O15 920 760 2655 170 39 0.187 
Draper Esprit 590 O12 718 512 6.81 - 650 0.2 
Falcon 0.22 -0.03 035 O16 -56.82 - 185 - 
First Derivatives 25.80 -230 53.00 2250 6382 082 937 - 
GAN 0.58 -0.01 089 033 -33.07 - 51 - 
Greencoat 108 -0.03 110 101 - - 559 369.5 
Gt Western Mining 0.00 000 003 O00 -300 - 2 
Mainstay Medical 3.82 0.06 16.50 2.30 -1.36 - 33 di 5 
MalinCorp 535 000 845 385 -2,52 - 262 1179 
Mincon 127, 000 175 4110 2900 157 £267 0.366 
Origin Enterprises 548 0.04 640 508 1186 444 682 1349 
Ormonde 0.03 0.00 003 O01 -8,82 - 18 18.5 
OvocaBio 0.09 000 O13 O07 = -7.58 - 7 16.7 
Petroneft 0.01 0.00 003 O01 -1.79 - 10 - 
Providence 0.15 O00 O22 O11 -266 - 86 32.5 
Scisys 202 0.06 212 165 - - 59 ~—-0..248 
Total Produce 159 -0.01 243 133 1818 4177 638 13236 
Venn Life Sci 0.03 -0.01 012 0.02 -2.63 - 2 16.6 
VR Education 0.15 000 032 O10 - - 29 - 
YewGroveReit 100 000 108 098 - - 14 2.8 
FTSE 100 (sterling) 
Price Change Price Change 
31Gp 1068.50 5.50 | LandSecurities 933.20 6.40 
AdmiralGp 2281.00 35,00 | Legal&General 289.40 190 
Anglo American 2176.00 11.00 | LloydsBanking 65.84 0.67 
Antofagasta 1002.50 - | LondonStockExchange 4936.00 73.00 
Ashtead Gp 2106.00 20.00 | MarksAndSpencer 281.50 2.70 
AssociatedBritishFoods 2529.00 -12.00 | Melroselndustries 192.30 110 
Astrazeneca 6015.00 21.00 MicroFocus Inter 1940.50 -6.50 
Auto Trader 557.40 12.20 | Mondi 1759.00 -45.00 
Aviva 496.30 7.60 | MorrisonSupermarkets = 222.90 -1.50 
Bae Systems 509.80 580 | NationalGrid 819.10 -130 
Barclays 167.40  -0,28 | Next 9732.00 44.00 
BarrattDevelopments 623.00 — 4.20 _ | NmcHealth 2504.00 12.00 
BerkeleyGpHldgs 3847.00 -10.00 | OcadoGp 1407.00 : 
BHP 1909.60 6.80 | PaddyPower Betfair 6502.00 154.00 
BP 568.10 -1,80 Pearson 825.00 -10.80 
BritishAmericanTobacco 3127.00 3.50 | Persimmon 2348.00 36.00 
BritishLandCompany 609,00 2.20 | PhoenixGpHldgs ay ae 
Binal 255100 21.00 Reckitt Benckiser 5874.00 51.00 
7 Relx 1668.50 20.00 
Burberry 1954.50 5.50 — 

: RentokilInitial 368.00 1.20 

Carnival 4046.00 62.00 - 
; Rightmove 540.40 9.30 
Centrica 107.00 = -2.05 oe 
Rio Tinto 4672.50 —-30.00 
Coca-Cola 2664.00 7.00 Rolls-Royce 90120 10.20 
Compass 172550 -28.00 a 
CRH 254.00 29.00 | RBS oe - 
‘ ‘ Royal Dutch Shell 2492.00 1.50 
Crodalnter 5044.00 6.00 
Royal Dutch Shell 2468.00 - 
pcc 6956.00 58.00 
= Rsalnsurance 543.00 5.00 
Diageo 3117.50 —_-3.00 Sa 
- - geGp 711.60 3.20 
DirectLine Insurance 342.10 4.80 : - 

4 90500 2850 Sainsbury 231.20 2.90 
Easyjet 1205, 0 | Schroders 316100 72.00 
Evraz 65980 _ 1500 | ‘ScottishMortgage 53050 7.50 
Experian 2162.00 5,00 Segro 681.80 6.80 
Ferguson 540200 200 | SevernTrent 197450 12.00 
eae 778.00 __-540 | smith& Nephew 148900 7.50 
Glaxosmithkline 1554.80 4.80 Smith (Ds) 352.30 6.80 
Glencore 334.00 4.00 | smithsGp 1536.50 15.00 
Halma 1756.50 1100 | SmurfitKappa 2319.00 20.00 
HargreavesLansdown 2205.00 57.00 | Spirax-Sarco 8040.00 30.00 
HikmaPharmaceuticals 1739.00 —-8.50 | ssE 1135.00  -2.00 
Hiscox 1643.00 14.00 | StJames'sPlace 1117.00 30.00 
HSBC Hldgs 662.80 690 | StandardChartered 67260 1.60 
Imperial Brands 2503.00 -12.00 | StandardLife Aberdeen 27480 3.00 
Informa 785.20 3.20 | TaylorWimpey 190.75 1.10 
InterCont. Hotels 4879.00 40.00 | Tesco 249.70 0.40 
Inter.Cons. Airlines 553.00 9.60 | TuiAG 81560 20.80 
Intertek 5228.00 22.00 | Unilever 4372.00 26.00 
ITV 134.15 180 | UnitedUtilities 824.00 —-0.40 
Johnson Matthey 3400.00 1600 | VodafoneGp 142.60 0.10 
Just Eat 738.80 5.80 | Whitbread 4831.00 -4.00 
Kingfisher 259.50 3.70 | WPP 909.60 24.40 
Irish companies quoted in London 

Price Change Price Change 
Aminex pl.15 -0.10 Greencore p217.60 4.20 
Bank of Irl €5.96  -0.07 Rec nendent News aun an 
cac 36 0.00 ainos Group p : =e 
. oe Kenmare p198.25 -3.00 
Cairn Homes €136 0.02 
Kerry €97.15 -0.40 
CRH p2549.00 29.00 Ryanair €12.20 0.32 
Dalata Hotel p522.00 10.00 Smurfit Kappa 2319.00 20.00 
DCC p6956.00 58.00 Tullow p240.50 -0.80 
Glenveagh -0.84 000 UDG p646.50 5.50 
Grafton p905.50 16.00 United Oil &Gas p3.80 -0.15 
AIM companies of Irish interest 
Price Change Price Change 
Abbey 1235.00 -10.00 KarelianDiamond 2.65 = 
Arkle Resources 1.25 - Norish 65.00 ° 
Botswana Diamonds 0.75 ~ “GilgnEnterprises aad - 
Ormonde Mining 3.55 = -0.15 
Clontarf Energy 0.23 - 
Ovoca Bio 6.75 - 
Conroy Gold & Nat Res 6.13 = 
PetrelRes 1.25 = 
ee beeeourees ae ~ PetroneftResources 108 0.03 
EQTEC 0.85 -0.02 ProvidenceResources 12.80 0.43 
First Derivatives 3140.00 10.00 SanLeon Energy 38.00 < 
Gt West Mining 0.35 -0.03  TotalProduce 141.00 - 
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DIT’s Kevin St 
campus Sells 


for €140m 


York Capital and Westridge Real Estate 
purchase 3.5/-acre Dublin city centre site 


Developer Johnny Ronan beaten in 
bidding war by former RGRE employee 


RONALD QUINLAN 
Deputy Property Editor 


The former DIT Kevin Street 
campus has been acquired by 
global institutional investor 
York Capital and Dublin-based 
developer Westridge Real Es- 
tate for €140 million. 

While the figure represents a 
premium of 75 per cent on the 
€80 million price guided by 
Knight Frank when they 
brought the property to the 
market last February on behalf 
of DIT’s successor, Technologi- 
cal University Dublin, the 
3.57-acre site is widely acknowl- 
edged as being one of the best 
redevelopment opportunities 
to have been offered for sale in 
the capital in recent years. 

In securing the portfolio, 
York Capital and Westridge are 
understood to have fended off 
competing bids from several of 
the country’s foremost develop- 
ers, including Johnny Ronan’s 
Ronan Group Real Estate 
(RGRE), Sean Mulryan’s Bally- 
more, Joe O’Reilly’s Chartered 
Land, and Pat Crean’s Marlet 
Property Group. 

The deal will be seen within 
the property industry as a par- 
ticular coup for Westridge Real 
Estate chief Shane Whelan, rep- 


resenting as it does the first 
“mega deal” he has secured 
since departing from his role as 
development director with 
RGRE. 

Before that, Mr Whelan 
worked for anumber of years as 
a senior asset manager with 
Treasury Holdings, the proper- 
ty group Johnny Ronan and 


3% 


The €140m deal represents a 
premium of 75 per cent on the 
€80m guide price 





Richard Barrett headed up pri- 
or to the global financial crisis. 

While Mr Whelan declined 
to comment on the Kevin Street 
deal when contacted by The 
Irish Times, sources said the 
winning consortium is consider- 
ing a plan to deliver a wide-rang- 
ing scheme comprising a combi- 
nation of Grade A offices and 
multi-family PRS (private rent- 
ed sector) residential units on 
the site. 

The development is also ex- 
pected to include retail, food 
and beverage offerings. 





A feasibility study prepared 
by architects O’Mahony Pike in 
advance of the sale of the Kevin 
Street campus suggests it is ca- 
pable of accommodating one or 
other of two mixed-use 
schemes that would extend to 
51,000sq m (548,959sq ft) and 
53,000sq m (570,487sq ft) re- 
spectively. 

The recent introduction of 
new urban development and 
building heights guidelines 
may allow for a larger and high- 
er scheme than the unlisted 


six-storey 22,000sq m 
(236,806sq ft) collection of 
buildings on site. 


Commenting on the site’s po- 
tential at the outset of the prop- 
erty’s marketing campaign last 
February, Evan Lonergan of 
Knight Frank noted the “signifi- 
cant dearth [of] and unprece- 
dented demand” for city centre 
sites of an equivalent scale. 

Mr Lonergan declined to 
comment on the sale of the 
Kevin Street portfolio when 
contacted by The Irish Times 
yesterday. 

The former DIT campus is lo- 
cated just 300m from the Luas 
Green Line stop at St Stephen’s 
Green, and sits within walking 
distance of the city centre. Occu- 
piers in the areainclude KPMG, 
the OPW and the Royal College 
of Surgeons. 

The site has more than 110m 
of frontage to Kevin Street Low- 
er and is also bounded by Cam- 
den Row, St Kevin’s Park, Liber- 
ty Lane and New Bride Street. 

There are vehicular access 
points to Kevin Street Lower, 
Camden Row, Liberty Lane 
and Church Lane South. 








Almost 300 build-to-renta enetoneti 
in south Dublin on market for €130m 


Development at Clay Farm is one of 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown’'s largest 


PETERHAMILTON 


A private rented sector — or 
build-to-rent — development in 
south Dublin comprising 295 
apartments has been brought 
to market with a guide price of 
€130 million. 

Developer Michael Cotter’s 
Park Developments has in- 
structed joints agents Cushman 
& Wakefield and Sherry Fitzger- 
ald New Homes, to market the 
development by way of a for- 
ward-purchase agreement. 


The propsed development, 
at East Village in Dublin 18’s 
Clay Farm, is set to be one of 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown’s 
largest residential schemeds. 

While sales to owner-occupi- 
ers in the wider Clay Farm de- 
velopment will continue, the 
East Village opportunity is a 
rare one, according to the 
agents. When completed, the 
entire development will com- 
prise about 1,500 homes, in ad- 
dition to 33 acres of open space 
including parks and play- 


grounds. 

The agents are expecting 
“significant interest” given the 
limited opportunity to acquire 
standing stock around the capi- 
tal. There has been strong de- 
mand from local and interna- 
tional investors for this type of 
project, the agents said. 


Employers 
Located near a host of major 
employers, as well as infra- 
structural links including the 
Luas green line, the East Vil- 
lage development will com- 
prise 71 one-bedroom apart- 
ments, 198 two-bedroom apart- 
ments and 26 three-bedroom 
duplex units across three sepa- 
rate blocks. 

Partial completion of the 


units is expected in the fourth 
quarter of 2020, with the final 
block expected to be delivered 
by the same period in 2021. 

East Village is about three 
minutes from the M50 motor- 
way, while Sandyford Business 
Park is about seven minutes 
away by Luas. Employers such 
as Microsoft, Google, Voda- 
fone, Salesforce and Lease 
Plan are located within four 
stops of the development. 

The blocks have been effi- 
ciently designed, with one-bed- 
room units averaging 50sq m, 
two-bedroom units averaging 
89sq mand the three-bedroom 
units averaging 114sq m. 

Standard fit-out includes ful- 
ly floored units with fitted kitch- 
ens and generous storage spac- 


The entire development will 
have about 1,500 homes and 
33 acres of open space 


es. Each apartment has at least 
one allocated car park space. 

Some 150 houses have been 
sold at Clay Farm since con- 
struction started and Park De- 
velopments will soon offer the 
first 50 of 200 apartments to 
the owner-occupier market. 

Since its foundation in 1962, 
Park Developments has built 
more than 20,000 units in the 
greater Dublin area. In the vi- 
cinity of Clay Farm it has deliv- 
ered about 2,700 homes across 
developments including the 
Park in Cabinteely, and the Gal- 
lopsin Leopardstown. 





AGENTS: 


CBRE 


t +353 21 491 7255 
www.cbre.ie 
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FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY / 


KYLE ROTHWELL 
t +353 1 618 5502 


kyle.rothwell@cbre.com 


BRIAN EDWARDS 
t +353 21 491 7254 
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Significant mixed-use investment 
opportunity extending to approx. 
11,110 sq m (119,589 sq ft) 


Superb waterfront location on 
Lavitts Quay, adjacent to landmark 
buildings and within walking 
distance of Opera Lane and St. 


Patrick's Street 


Excellent tenant line-up including 
Apple Europe and Boots flagship 


store in Cork 


Apple Europe currently occupy 
5,075 sq m (54,625 sq ft) of Grade 
A office space with a passing rent 


of €22.24 per sq ft 


Weighted average unexpired term 
of 4.1 years to break and 9.0 years 


to expiry 


Gross annual income of 


€2,606,500 


Offering genuine asset 
management opportunities 


Guiding €34,000,000 which 
reflects a NIY of 7.07% (subject to 
contract / contract denied) 


FIND OUT MORE AT: 


WW W.HALFMOONS TREE TCORK.COM 
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Temple Bar Inn hotel 





expected to make €45m 


Property will be 
sold along with 
ground floor retail 
unit 


Hotel has planning 
permission to 
extend from 

101 to 186 rooms 


AIDAN MURPHY 


The Temple Bar Inn hotel, locat- 
ed at the heart of Dublin’s Tem- 
ple Bar, is expected to attract 
both domestic and internation- 
al interest when it is offered for 
sale this week. 

JLL is guiding in excess of 
€45 million for the 101-room ho- 
tel, which will be sold with va- 
cant possession, along with a 
ground-floor retail unit, occu- 
pied by Tesco, which will re- 
main in occupation. The retail- 
er has seven years’ term certain 
remaining on its lease, having 
first opened its doors in 2011. 


The hotel’s site at 40-47 | 


Fleet Street, the busy thorough- 
fare adjacent to Westmoreland 
Street, is described by the 
agents as “one of Dublin’s best 
hotel trading locations”, and it 
is understood that the hotel has 
performed strongly since open- 


ing in 2014, achieving occupan- ! 


cyrates in excess of 85 per cent. 

The ESB owned the building, 
which was formerly laid out as 
offices, but sold it for a reported 
€33 million in 2006 to acompa- 
ny controlled by Wex- 
ford-based Stafford Holdings. 
The family company, which is 
primarily involved in the ship- 
ping, energy and retail sectors, 
had plans to demolish the exist- 
ing structures in order to build 
a 10,800sq m (116,250sq ft) of- 
fice and retail scheme on the 
0.175 hectare (0.43 acre) Tem- 
ple Bar site. 

The onset of the recession ap- 
pears to have put paid to those 


Cork office 
building 
in prime 
location 


An interesting office build- 
ing in Cork is on the letting 
market at €161.45 per sq m 
(€15 per sq ft) through joint 
agents Lambert Smith 
Hampton and QRE. 

The Printworks , at 13-15 
Oliver Plunkett Street, isona 
prominent corner on one of 
the city’s prime retail streets 
and could, according to the 
agent, be suitable for a num- 
ber of retail uses. 


Open plan 
As it stands, the building ex- 
tends to 1,400sq m (15,074sq 


1,400 


The three-storey building on 
Oliver Plunkett Street 
extends to1,400 sq m 


ft) over three storeys and is 
laid out in a mix of cellular 
and open-plan offices. 

The city centre location 
and distinctive appearance 
might make it particularly 
suitable for a 
coworking/serviced office 
provider. 








The occupancy rates at the 
Temple Bar Inn hotel since it 
opened in 2014 


plans, and in 2013 Heights Hos- 
pitality Holdings agreed to 
lease the property, expending a 
significant sum to convert the 


office block into its current hos- 
pitality use and to construct an 
additional floor on top of the ex- 
isting structure. 

Heights Hospitality subse- 
quently purchased the building 
from Stafford Holdings and se- 
cured anumber of planning per- 
missions to extend the hotel. 
This “expansionary potential” 
will be of significant interest to 
potential purchasers, accord- 
ing to JLL, as it will facilitate 
two extensions. 

A 56-room extension can be 
added, while a second extension 


to adda further 29 rooms can be 
implemented in the medium 
term. When completed, the two 
additions will see the hotel’s 
overall room count rise to 186. 

Aside from extending, there 
is also scope to expand the exist- 
ing food and beverage offering , 
as the property now has a publi- 
can’s licence in place. 

There was significant activi- 
ty in the Irish hotel market in 
the first three months of this 
year. According to CBRE, four 
hotel sales closed during the pe- 
riod for a total of more than €36 


million. One such hotel was 
also in Temple Bar, namely the 
27-room Dublin Citi Hotel and 
Trinity Bar on Dame Street, 
which sold to Singaporean in- 
vestors for about €12 million. 
Outside of Dublin, the Herit- 
age Hotel in Killenard, the Tul- 
lamore Court in Co Offaly and 
Castle Oaks House Hotel in Co 
Limerick all changed hands. In 
addition to deals that closed, 
other sales were announced, in- 
cluding the €50 million sale of 
the Powerscourt Hotel in Co 
Wicklow to the MHL Hotel Col- 


Sports Direct sells Dublin city 
centre flagship store for €20m 


Company agrees sale-and-leaseback deal 
three years after €12m acquisition 


AIDAN MURPHY 


UK-listed retailer Sports Direct 
is understood to have quietly 
sold its flagship premises on 
Dublin’s North Earl Street for 
about €20 million.The off-mar- 
ket sale-and-leaseback deal 
comes three years after the 
property’s purchase for areport- 
ed €12 million, earning the com- 
pany a multimillion euro profit. 

Under the deal, Sports Di- 
rect will continue to occupy the 
property, paying the purchas- 
er, an unnamed investor, an av- 
erage annual rent of €950,000 
for 15 years from February 
2019. 

The retailer has the option to 
break the lease after 10 years, 
subject to one year’s notice, 
with rent reviews to take place 
every five years. 

The premises has a gross in- 
ternal area extending to about 
4,491sq m (48,338sq ft) and oc- 
cupies a valuable city centre 
site of about 0.16 hectares 
(0.4 acres) that enjoys frontage 
on to North Earl Street, Marl- 


borough Street and Cathedral 
Street. 

Given the sale price and an- 
nual rent, the new owner will en- 
joy a net initial yield of about 
4.36 per cent. 

The prime retail premises 
was occupied by department 
store Boyers, before it was 
closed down in January 2016 fol- 
lowing an orderly wind-down of 
its operations by property devel- 
oper Noel Smyth’s Fitzwilliam 
Finance Partners. 

The developer acquired the 
property as part of a deal in 
which he sold his 50 per cent 
stake in Arnotts to the Selfridge 
Group. 

When Mr Smyth’s company 
sought to sell the property, 
Sports Direct emerged as the 
successful purchaser, fending 
off competition that included 
Lidl and Aldi. 

Heatons, which is controlled 
by Sports Direct, was the entity 
used to acquire the retail prem- 
ises, with funding from its UK 
parent company according to 
company documents. 








m The SportsDirect premises on North Earl Street, which was 
previously Boyers department store 


4.36% 


The expected net initial 
yield of the North Earl Street 


property 


The sale of the property is un- 
derstood to have only recently 
been completed. 

The Registry of Deeds show 
the retailer’s interest in the 


property was disposed of last 


week. At the time, Sports Di- 


rect’s billionaire founder, Mike 


Ashley, was making headlines 


daily — initially in relation to his 
attempts to take control of 
struggling retail giant Deben- 
hams, and subsequently in the 
aftermath of the company’s col- 
lapse into administration. 
Retail emerged as the second 
best performing sector in the 
first three months of 2019, ac- 





m= Temple Bar Inn: the hotel 
has a publican’s licence 


lection, a consortium led by US 
billionaire John Malone, bring- 
ing the total spend to more than 
€86 million. 

That figure is set to be signifi- 
cantly boosted by other upcom- 
ing sales, including that of the 
Conrad Hotel on Earlsfort Ter- 
race in Dublin 2, which was re- 
portedly quietly brought to the 
market in January seeking in ex- 
cess of €115 million. 


cording to BNP Paribas Real Es- 
tate’s latest investment market 
report. 

More than €609 million was 
spent by investors during that 
period, with 15 retail deals ac- 
counting for €186 million of 
sales. 

The sale of the Sports Direct 
premises and the recent sale of 
the retailer Next’s flagship 
store on neighbouring Henry 
Street —- those two deals are val- 
ued at more than €64 million - 
accounted for more than 10 per 
cent of the investment market. 

Other notable retail deals in- 
cluded the sale of a 25 per cent 
stake in the Pavilions Shopping 
Centre in Swords, which was ac- 
quired by Irish Life for €71 mil- 
lion, and the sale of Royal Liver 
Retail Park for €25 million. 

Aside from retail, offices re- 
mained the top performing in- 
vestment asset class, with 
€283 million invested in the sec- 
tor during the period across 13 
deals. 

The highest value transac- 
tion was the sale of Charlemont 
Exchange in Dublin 2 to Kore- 
an investors managed by Ves- 
tas Investment Management 
for €145 million. 

Rented to WeWork, the offic- 
es are expected to show an ini- 
tial yield of 4.5 per cent. 


A former Mercedes-Benz deal- 
ership and service garage with 
redevelopment potential in 
Harold’s Cross, Dublin 6W is 
on the market for €3 million 
through agent Savills. 

The site, which extends to 
0.19 acres with good frontage 
to Harold’s Cross Road, is oc- 
cupied by a two-storey vacant 
building. 

Zoning for the site allows 
for residential and student ac- 
commodation uses. 

According to feasibility 
studies prepared by Andrew 
Lohan Architects, the site 
could be redeveloped -— subject 
to planning permission — for a 
five-storey-over-basement 
block with 35 apartments. 
This would include six studio 
units, 10 one-beds and 19 
two-beds. 

Each apartment would 
have a balcony, and the 
scheme includes basement 


QRE is seeking more than €1 
million for an own-door office 
suite at The Mall at Beacon 
Court in Sandyford, Dublin 
18. 

Suite 34 extends to 300sq 
m (3,230sq ft) over three 
floors and also comes with 
four underground car-park- 
ing spaces and aroof terrace. 

It is being sold with vacant 
possession and was recently 
refurbished to include floor- 
to-ceiling glazing, open-plan 
and cellular office space, and 
a new air-conditioning sys- 
tem. 

Based on recent lettings, 
Suite 34 could expect to rent 
for about €85,000 a year 
which would reflect a net ini- 
tial yield of 7.9 per cent. 

Given the quality of the as- 
set it’s likely to appeal to own- 
er-occupiers or pension inves- 





tors. 





= According to feasibility studies, the site could be 
redeveloped for 35 apartments. 


Harold’s Cross 
development site 
on offer for €3m 
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car-parking for 14 vehicles 
and aroof garden. 

Another option, according 
to the architects, is for a 
five-storey-over-basement 
block with 103 student accom- 
modation bed spaces. This 
would include a gym, laundry 





One development option is a 
five-storey block with 103 
student accommodation bed 
spaces 


room, study, cafe/common 
room, reception, roof terrace 
and bicycle storage. 

The site is close to a number 
of bus routes serving the city 
centre, while Charlemont 
Luas stop is 1.8km away. 


Moving on, bidding farewell 
Commercial property editor retires 





m Jack Fagan with his family Barry, Zoe and Doug Fagan at 
a reception in the Merrion Hotel, Dublin to mark his 
retirement from The Irish Times. PHOTOGRAPH: AIDAN CRAWLEY 


Sandyford office suite 
for more than €lm 





m@ The office suite at The Mall 
at Beacon Court features an 
open-plan design 
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CBRE 


NO. 1 FOR INDUSTRIAL 
& LOGISTICS PROPERTY 


SOUTH DUBLIN 

Deansgrange Bus Park Let 
Greenogue Business Pk Let 
Concorde Ind Park Let 
Westlink Ind Estate 

Fashion City 

Ballymount Road Lwr 

Naas Roa 

NORTH DUBLIN 

Woodford Business Pk Sale/Let 
Northwest Logistics Pk Sale/Let 
Northwest Business Pk Let 
Jamestown Bus Park = Sale/Inv 
Century Bus Park Sale/Inv 
Rosemount Bus Park —Sale/Let 
Ballycoolin Sale/Let 
Docklands Innovation Pk Let 
Grattan Business Park Let 
Huntstown Sale/Let 
Northern Cross Bus Park Let 
Northwest Logistics Pk Sale/Let 
North Park Sal 
North City Bus Park 
Damastown 

Airways Ind Est 

Dublin Airport Log Park Let 
Ballycoolin Sale/Let 
PROVINCIAL 
Kildare Let 
Dundalk Sale/Let 
Sligo et 
Portarlington Sale 


AMM SC eee ee ee CTL 


PSRA Licence No. 1528 


1.38 - 30 acres 
504 - 1,162 
287 - 3,132 

2.91 Hectares 
36 


4 
2,718 - 3,573 
7977 


1,500 - 60,000 
6,828 

4,739 

19 acres 
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THINKING OF SELLING? 


If you are considering selling please contact 


dng.ie 


PSL - 002049 


Jill Lowe or Jacqui Townsend on 
Freephone 1800 364 364 or email sales@dng.ie 





HOUSES & LANDS TO LET 


Property Management & 


Lettin 


us take care of 
everything 


er 


The difference. 
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Connaught House 
One Burlington Road 
Dublin 4 


CUSHMAN & 
WAKEFIELD 


- 


Exceptional Residential Development Opportunity 


mae 


For Sale by Private Treaty 


¢ The property comprises a mid terraced mixed use 
building Y | _ : — 3.4 ACRES, 

¢ Provides commercial accommodation at ground N EWCASTLE, 
floor level Co. DU BLI | 


e PP for 49 residential units 









e Established residential location 


e Within walking distance of Newcastle 


= -Residential accom: one 2 bed apt (33.76 sq m/ Village 


363 sq ft) and one 1 bed apt (32.5 sq m / 350 sq ft) 
e Host of amenities in the immediate area 


* Guide of €1,050,000 . . 
e On the instruction of Brendan 


* BER Nos. available upon request O'Donoghue of RBK Chartered 


Mibesd bist 


Accountants | jr 
™* RBK 
CONTACT Peter Garrigan . 01 618 5796 e. peter.garrigan@chre.com 
|BER)B2) Darragh Deasy 1.01 618 5724 e. darragh.deasy@cbre.com 


| CALL PETER LOVE / CONOR O’DWYER 01 639 9300 


* Fully let mixed use investment opportunity For Sale by Private Treaty 


extending to approx. 269 sq m (2,896 sq ft) ARRANMO RE 
7 
* High profile location with excellent frontage onto Ki LLI N EY, 
Wellington Quay 
CO. DUBLIN 


¢ Cut & Sew barbers on ground with doctors 


practice on first floor e FPP for an exclusive residential scheme 
of 43 units 
* One 2 bedroom apartment at second floor level 
and one 3 bedroom duplex apartment situated e Prime freehold site of approx. 0.89ha 
overhead (2.2 acres) 


* Passing rent of €94,960 per annum ° Affluent south Dublin suburb 


A * Seeking offers in excess of €1.275m / 6.87% after ° Proven residential location 


a deduction of standard purchasers costs i 
e Excellent local amenities 


g 


~ a - 
4 | E Pig TT. ¢ BER Nos. available upon request 


ete BER Exempt ons 


CONTACT Peter Garrigan t. 01 618 5796 e. peter.garrigan@cbre.com 
[BER Ye) Darragh Deasy 1. 01 618 5724 e. darragh.deasy@cbre.com 


gl «CALL MARK FITZPATRICK / PETER LOVE 01 639 9300 


PSRA Licence No. 1528 For further information +353 1 6185500 or www.cbre.ie 


A Different Outlook 
For Sale by Private Treaty : 
19, 20, 21 UPPER MOUNT STREET, Global Property Advisors | 
DUBLIN 2 Savills Dublin Savills Cork Savills Belfast 


+353 (0) 1618 1300 +353 (O) 21 427 1371 +44 (0) 28 9026 7820 
e Prime Georgian Office Investment convenient 


to Merrion Square and Government 
Buildings. 

e 3 adjoining fully-let buildings extending to 
926.80 sq.m (9,976 sq.ft) in 6 separate 


lettings. 4 7 eS —sExciting Residential 








° el €280,000 PA including c.20 Development 
¢ Tenants not affected | L Spe a eee, SoS Opportunity (SPP) 
sPrechoid : i ! egy tae i; a caer 9 leis ae Road, Harold’s Cross, 
® . BER Exempt. 7 5 me Dublin 
_ Viewing Strictly by Appointment - oe as ge ee = 4 =e wel Infill site extending to approx. 
Price Region: €4,300,000 a nes §— 0.08 ha /0.19 ac 


Zoned objective ‘Z1 - Residential 


01 433 2222 www.norths.ie ae Sp EO ene oa = a 
v1 a — < is te Se ei Amenities’ 
INDUSTRIAL PREMISES 3 . ‘ a - < a re = ey a ec = = Two feasibility studies demonstrating 
= ey : ‘ gd ea 3 "y ee a Ry, 4 ts apartment block of 35 units and 
Be HARVEY ff Bg HARVEY Oe HARVEY. | 


student accommodation block 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY SPECIALISTS INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY SPECIALISTS INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY SPECIALISTS 








consisting of 103 beds (SPP) 


Highly accessible location approx. 
2.4km from Dublin City Centre 

















Airton Road L 5,000 everett ean |BER) D2 
Salymomt = «LS S00) 00 Se BER No 
moun , = , Dublin AirPort 17,177 : Wed : 
Broomhill L 5,000 — 27,500 nicky.conneely @savills.ie Available 
Sandyford L 4,000 Aerodrome BP __10,000 - 15,000 +353 (O) 1618 1345 on request 
Deansgrange L 13,302 ‘vane At eae = 
= oe ee aa . PSRA Licence 002233 savills.ie 
reenogue wm } Naas Road 8,866 
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. . . Parkwest L 50,000 — 72,000 South West BP 5,500 - 20,000 
Unit 17 Cherry Orchard Unit 16 Oak Road Business Nangor Road L 18,793 INDUSTRIAL PREMISES are AEST aTAeoyiA 
Industrial Estate, Park, Oak Close, Dublin 12 Baldonnel L 11,000 Vantage MS0-JS 4,364 - 20,000 @ 
Ballyfermot, D1IO VX93 Dl2 YX62 Greenhills L 1,300 Summerhill’ Meath 2.0038 016731600 © 01 638 2700 
Clondalkin Lk 50,000 — 230,000 4 i ] i 
EST MOP) 4 i PSTN L A 
NORTH DUBLIN Dublin AirPort 2,718 - 20,000 : 
Damastown L 7,000 
Blanchardstown = L 2,000 — 70,000 ta ares Brian Shields Dye MACs 
ss = North Park L 13,000 é 
413 = . 524 sq. m. Warehouse ee Fingles ch ai epnern 1,955 - 12,672 Brian.Shields@eu.jll.com dlyster@lisney.com 
- Industrial / Warehouse Unit - 10 Year Lease from December ‘17 5 
/ Clonee S/L 9,000 — 100,000 Damdctown meyey Fiachra Sudway Lynda Gordon 
+ GenereusiParking / Yardepae: = No Brea pean Swords L 900 — 5,000 Location Size (Sq. Ft) Terms Fiachra.Sudway@eu,jll.com lgordon@lisney.com 
- Three Phase Power Supply - Producing €42,000 p.a. (excl.) Santry SIL 900 — 20,000 Rialto, D8 amsiks) 
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- Close Proximity to M50 Motorwa - Tenant Not Affected ’ ’ 
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(On Site) 
BER No. 800658890 | EPI: 473 BER No. 800154197 | EPI: 391 ( 
Epp Em 7 Horizon (Airport)  L 45,000 (Available Now) ea nRi a eels 
Asking Price €295,000 (excl.) Turvey L 3,000 — 5,000 Inchicore araz- 4 
Se aS ' occ i i City North - M1 s 3.35 Acres i i 
si ‘ Asking Price €520,000 (excl.) 
Annual Rent On Application g iieiown i OS heen en eee 0 Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 
OUTSIDE DUBLIN Sa ce mre 1 iB . 
01453 2755 HARVEY 01453 2755 HARVEY.|IE Bray L 19,000 EY MOUNT OSs) 
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eT fl 
an ea easel TIMES 7 ‘QU s Port Tunnel BP boyaal 
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: : Cherry Orchard 413 DUBLIN 2 
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owenscommercial.ie oleae =item ere 200 - 355 . 

KY ES\ TO ci mms | TOI) eta) ¢ Fully Let producing €56,000 p.a.x. 

Dawson St Restaurant €175,000 Abbottstown BP 67.71 Acres e Price Region £97 
INSIDE BUSINESS Dublin & Coffee shop 25.000 | cc! | SSCs Cli. cn a as if ce e e ah 

Lucan Restaurant €60,000 p.a 014532755 HARVEY.IE sas ot Alfecte 

- Temple Bar Restaurant €185,000 Dublin Industrial Estate, s es Nigel Kingston 
A Tera, ELE LAE ) Dublin 8 Restaurant to Let Glasnevin, Dublin 11. e ae E: nkingston@lsh.ie Brite Dablivé Locati 
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JLL has been appointed as exclusive selling agents for the boutique, high quality and rare, Temple Bar Inn. 


A separate planning 
permission for a further 
29 guestrooms is also already 
in place, providing a further 


Available with the benefit 
of freehold title and vacant 
possession of the hotel 


The hotel offers exciting 
expansionary potential, 
including full planning 


Exciting potential to 
significantly expand the 
existing Food & Beverage 


Opened in July 2014, the hotel 
has been finished to a high 
quality and modern standard 


Combining a highly profitable 
trading business with a prime 
retail unit at ground floor 


Occupying a prime city centre 
location on Fleet Street in 
Temple Bar, close to Temple 


Bar Square, Trinity College 
and all of Dublin's major 
tourist attractions. 


throughout. It currently 
extends to 101 guestrooms. 
The sale also includes a 
Separate Large ground floor 
Tesco retail unit (tenant 
unaffected). 


element, accompanied by 
high quality secure income 


from Tesco Ireland Limited. 


For further information 
please contact: 


(() SLL 


level, the Temple Bar Inn 
offers prospective purchasers 
a rare foothold in the Dublin 
hotel market. 


DANIEL O'CONNOR 


Executive Vice President 
+353 1 673 1609 
daniel.oconnor@eu.,jll.com 


offering, with a publican's 
license now in place, on 
a Street that is renowned 
for highly popular 
restaurants and bars. 


permission which in place for 
a 56 guestroom extension. 
This consent is Located within 
a new tower block to the 
rear of the hotel and can be 
implemented immediately. 


longer-term development 
opportunity on the site. 


JACK FOX JOHN MORAN 
Eizi) 2 1 
Hotel Agent CEO 
+353 1 673 1656 +353 1 673 1600 
jack.fox@eu.jll.com john.moran@eu.jll.com PSRA No. 002273 


